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Chairman Emeritus,
William Plunkett, Jr. 58, Passes Away

William Plunkett ‘58, Stepinac Hall of Fame ‘95 and the
inaugural Chairman of Stepinac’s Board of Trustees,
passed peacefully at the age of 82. He was predeceased by
his wife, Caryl, in 2015. They had six children together.

While a student at Stepinac he was an outstanding athlete
and involved in a variety of other school activities. After
graduating he attended the College of the Holy Cross and
New York University Law School. Bill was an attorney and
founding partner and president of Plunkett & Jaffe PC.
Through his life, Bill was honored by many organizations
including the National Conference of Christians and Jews
and was a recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

“In his role as Stepinac’s first Chairman of the Board, Bill was
a true visionary, charting a path forward and leading others
to make the school he loved become the success it is today.
May he rest in peace.” stepinac’s President, Fr. Thomas Collins ‘79

Stepinac High School Announces
New Roles of Three Senior - Level
Members of Advancement Team

Stepinac High School announced that three key, long-time senior-level members
of its Advancement Team, who have consistently led successful campaigns to
increase funding by alumni, families, and other supporters of the renowned all-
boys Catholic high school, will assume new roles.

“The goal of the reconfigured Advancement leadership team is
part of our strategic plan to build on and expand Advancement’s
record of successes and enhance the culture of philanthropy that
strengthens our relationships with existing and potential donors,”
explained Stepinac President, Father Thomas Collins ’79.

Dennis Buckley ’82, formerly the Vice President of Institutional
Advancement, has now been appointed as the Senior Advancement Officer.

Patrick Massaroni ‘06, formerly Director of the Fund for Stepinac,
was promoted to the position of VP of Institutional Advancement.

Paul Thomas ’80, formerly Senior Director of Advancement, will become
the Senior Director of Alumni and Community Engagement.

In their new roles, Buckley will work directly with Collins and Massaroni to
increase major gifts and planned gifts as well as other significant fundraising
programs. Massaroni will lead the Advancement Team on all fundraising
programs, alumni/community relations and communications. Thomas will focus
on deepening engagement with alumni and the entire Stepinac community of
families and friends.

“I look forward to continue working with this team to begin a new
and exciting chapter of unleashing the power of philanthropy, a
critical underpinning for Stepinac’s future,” Collins stated.
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Chairman,
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All the funds raised
over these past five
years will go directly

to our students, faculty
and staff, and facilities
to better the Archbishop
Stepinac High School

experience.

Dear Stepinac Family & Friends

| can not thank everyone enough for their support of Archbishop Stepinac
High School during our 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign. | am honored to

say that we achieved our $17 million goal. This is truly a remarkable feat.

Over the past five years, we have been raising $17 million in a comprehensive
campaign. This means that all gifts given to Stepinac during that time were

incorporated into our $17 million total. Even if you did not directly give to the
75th Anniversary Capital Campaign, you are ultimately still a part of it. Again,

| thank every one of you.

All the funds raised over these past five years will go directly to our students,
faculty and staff, and facilities to better the Archbishop Stepinac High School
experience. We have already started to transform our classrooms on the

first floor into Active Learning Centers, started to hold faculty development
sessions, added money to our endowment for student aid, make repairs and

renovations on our campus, and added to The Fund for Stepinac.

This past year saw triumph inside and outside the classroom. We sent the
members of the Class of 2023 to some of the most prestigious colleges and
universities in the country, earning over $46.7 million in scholarships and
grants. We had championship contenders on the court, field, and diamond.
We held our 75th Anniversary Gala, a sold-out event, and raised over $300,000.
Lastly, we became the first high school in the country to produce Jersey Boys.

This past year was truly spectacular.

As always, we are grateful to our alumni, students, parents, benefactors, staff,

and faculty for their continued support for all they do for Stepinac.

On behalf of myself and the entire Board of Trustees, thank you.

b -

KEVIN KEANE ‘74
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Fr. Thomas Collins '79
President

Over the past five
years, our school
has been raising

$17 million in honor of
our 75th Anniversary
school year and

I am pleased to say

that we did it.

Dear Stepinac Family & Friends

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith
is proclaimed in all the world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with
my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing | mention you
always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God'’s will | may now at
last succeed in coming to you.

Romans 1:8-10

When Paul the Apostle was writing his letters to the Romans, did he know
that a simple “Thank you” would still be this powerful over 2,000 years later?
Did he know that his words would still resonate with so many people today?

In the case of Archbishop Stepinac High School, and myself, those words do.

Over the past five years, our school has been raising $17 million in honor of

our 75th Anniversary school year and | am pleased to say that we did it.

We not only met our goal, but we exceeded it! | say thank you from the bottom
of my heart. Our alumni, family, and friends all stepped up to make this a reality.
As | have been saying, no gift is too small, and no gift is too large. You have all

made Stepinac High School a better place because of your generosity.

This 75th Anniversary school year has truly been a remarkable one. | would

like to recognize Mr. Frank Portanova '93, Mr. Keith Sunderland '94, and all the
members of Stepinac’s theatre and stage crew program for becoming the first
high school in the nation to produce Jersey Boys. It was amazing! | also would
like to commend our Basketball program for capturing the 2023 CHSAA “AA"
City & State Championships. They continue to be a driving force in our athletics
program. | congratulate our graduating Class of 2023 for receiving over

$46.7 million in scholarships and grants from colleges and universities.

Our students will be attending some of the best schools in the nation.

| am extremely proud of every one of you.

F. Thiamoo (Ulpos

REVEREND THOMAS COLLINS ‘79
President
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We did it!

$17 Million goal

This extraordinary achievement is a testament to the
unwavering dedication and generosity of our benefactors.

Thank you for believing in the Stepinac vision
and investing in our students’ success!

75 YEARS
OF EXCELLENCE
e —

SEPTEMBER 1 2018 -
AUGUST 31 2023 0

TOTAL DONORS
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The honored students delivered their
addresses during Stepinac’s 73rd
Commencement Exercises on May
25, 2023. Ryan Fudale, Valedictorian,
will attend Boston College and plans
to pursue Biology & Pre-Med. Donal
Connaughton, Salutatorian, will
attend the University of Notre Dame
and plans to pursue a double major in
Political Science and Economics.
The 2023 graduating class of
Archbishop Stepinac High School
was awarded over $46.7 million in

scholarships and grants!
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Photo Caption:
Students, families,
and friends shown

pictured celebrating the
Archbishop Stepinac High
School Class of 2023 on
May 25th, 2023.




Stepinac Commemorates
75th Anniversary with
Gala Celebration

TS ens
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On Friday, May 5th, Stepinac commemorated its 75th Anniversary with a
Gala Celebration. The event was held at the Westchester Country Club and

saw the inaugural Board of Trustees being honored.
It was fitting that we recognize the significant transformational contributions

the inaugural Board of Trustees made in laying the foundation for Stepinac as

a highly successful self-governing school at the time of independence in 2009.
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The night started with cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, and a performance from Stepinac’s

Jersey Boys. Dinner followed and remarks were given by Rev. Thomas Collins '79,
Kevin Plunkett '67, and Kevin Keane '74. The night concluded with a Text to Donate
segment that saw the Stepinac community raise over $100,000 to name a hew

Active Learning Center in recognition of our honorees.

All in all, over $300,000 was raised
for Stepinac High School.

The Honorees included Sr. Lucille Coldrick, Kevin Keane '"74, George Kehayas,

Margaret Kolman-Mandle, Tom Martin '65, William Plunkett '58, and Jim Scully '80.

Thank you to everyone who attended and donated to thisonce in a

lifetime celebration!



“We believe that our
ongoing research can serve
as a catalyst for change.

By sharing our findings and
proposed solutions, we hope
to inspire other researchers,
policymakers, and healthcare
providers to join us in our
mission to combat the
opioid crisis. Our research
is just one piece of the
puzzle, but it’s a step in

the right direction.”
Anthony LeBlanc 24

Stepinac High School Honors Academy Students Address
Staggering Opioid Crisis at Fifth Annual Symposium

Once again, the academically top-performing students of Stepinac High School’s
groundbreaking Susan and Daniel P. Mahoney Honors Academy addressed a daunting,
real-world issue at its recent Fifth Annual Symposium. This year, it was the staggering
Opioid Crisis which in the U.S. is claiming more than 110,000 lives a year, shattering the lives
of millions of people and exacting an economic toll estimated at more than $1.3 trillion.
During the 90-minute session held at Stepinac’s gymnasium, a gathering of
members from the community, parents, and members of the administration
learned the disturbing facts the Academy students had uncovered regarding one
of the most devastating public health disasters. They also learned some of the
strategies the young investigators are proposing including opioid drugs buyback
programs, mitigation centers, safe usage booths, alternative treatments, and
drugs, among a host of practical approaches to help resolve the crisis.

They reviewed the three main classes of opioids which include naturally
occurring opioids, semi-synthetic opioids, and fully-synthetic; what makes them
so addictive; how addiction begins in the body; its effects on breathing and
heart rate; long-term effects on health; the three medications that the FDA has
approved to treat chronic opioid use disorder-- Methadone, Buprenorphine and
Naloxone-- and how opioid deaths have shortened life expectancy across the
U.S. population since 2015.

They presented alternative and preventable solutions that they estimate will
save the state $26 billion while saving lives. Among their proposals is a buyback
program of prescription pills via the placement of five buyback stations in
Westchester hospitals that serve large populations.
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From (L to R): Ryan Strzalkowski 24, Marc
Rainone '24, Anthony Pastilha '23, Marcus
Garcia '23, & Owen Dowicz '24

Stepinac High School Finishes
in Top Tier of 2022 Bloomberg
Global Trading Challenge

In a field dominated by colleges and
universities, Stepinac High School’s team
comprises five members of the Susan and
Daniel P. Mahoney Economics and Finance
Honors Academy impressively ranked 99 out of
946 teams that vied for the top honors in the
2022 Bloomberg Global Trading Challenge.
The financially savvy investors from Stepinac
also placed 31 among the 327 teams in the
final North America rankings. Teams were
each given $1 million in virtual U.S. dollars to
invest in stocks.

The objective of the challenge was to
outperform the Bloomberg WLS Index. To
put the Stepinac team’s performance in
perspective, it was pitted against the likes

of teams from Bucknell, Columbia, CUNY
Baruch College, Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Copenhagen Business School, Villanova,
University of Liverpool, Mercy College, among
others. This year’s first place winner was a
team from the University of Southampton,
Great Britain.

Donal Connaughton 23 and Eric Welwin '23,
are seen pictured with President Reverend
Collins 79 and the family of Xavier E. Flores

Two Stepinac High School Seniors
Honored as Recipients of
Xavier E. Flores Memorial Scholarship

Seniors Donal Connaughton and Eric Welwin
each received $2,500 for extraordinary
community service through the scholarship
named in memory of an esteemed Stepinac
Alumnus who died of COVID-19 three years ago.

Two Stepinac High School seniors - Donal
Connaughton '23 of Yonkers and Eric Welwin
'23 of Yonkers were honored recently as
recipients of the Xavier E. Flores Memorial
Scholarship Award, established in memory of
the esteemed Stepinac Alumnus who tragically
passed away from COVID-19 in April of 2020 at
the age of 49.

In the ceremony, which was attended by
members of Xavier's family, especially Evelyn
Flores - the widow of Xavier E. Flores, two
students from the Class of 2023 each received
$2,500 in recognition of their extraordinary
community service contributions.

NEWS



STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL’S
YEAR-OLD FOROIGE
LEADERSHIP FOR LIFE PROGRAM
HEADS BACK TO IRELAND

From July 3l1st to August 4th, 18 Stepinac rising seniors participated
in the internationally renowned Foroige Leadership for Life
Conference at Maynooth University in County Kildare, Ireland.

The Foroige Leadership for Life Conference is a unique experience
and learning opportunity for young leaders and gives them the
chance to develop the skills and qualities of strong leadership

in a fun and safe environment.

The 18 rising seniors who attended from Stepinac made up
one of the largest groups at this year's conference. Over the
course of the five days, they heard from inspirational leaders
from fields including business, philanthropy, media, and
sports. They also participated in workshops focused on team
building, critical thinking, and communication skills.

“The Foroige Leadership for Life conference provided a wonderful opportunity for the students to develop leadership skills,
meet and interact with young people from all over the world, and think about issues affecting their communities that they
would like to address. In one short week they were able to appreciate that their voice will be heard and that adults will
take their concerns seriously when presented in a clear, articulate manner. In September they will begin working on their
community service initiatives and we look forward to seeing what they propose.” Principal, Paul Carty

TIMMY CLEARY '24 FINISHES IN THE TOP 20
IN THE NEW YORK STATE FEDERATION GOLF TOURNAMENT

Rising Senior Timmy Cleary had a very busy summer on the greens throughout
New York State. Before the season even started, Cleary was named by Lohud as
one of the golfers to watch during this past season.

After an impressive season for the Crusaders, Cleary placed fourth in
the CHSAA State Championship and qualified to play in the New York
State Federation High School Championship on Bethpage Black in the
beginning of June. He would go on to place 16th.

Cleary then went on to qualify and participate in the New York State
Boys Amateur Championship at the Lake Placid Club in upstate New
York. After 36 holes, Cleary made the cut of 40 out of 120 golfers. He
played in the final round on July 28th and finished in the top 20 after
three consecutive rounds of 74-74-74.

Timmy was the only golfer from Westchester Country, Brooklyn,
Queens, and The Bronx, from the CHSAA, to qualify for States.

Timmy Cleary '24 at Bethpage Black
prior to the New York State Federation
High School Championship.
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STEPINAC’S PRODUCTION OF JERSEY BOYS
EARNS SEVEN METRO AWARD NOMINATIONS

Stepinac Theatre’s National High School Premiere of Jersey Boys garnered the All-Boys Catholic High School with seven
Metro Award nominations. The Metro Awards shine a spotlight on the exceptional musical theater productions, talented
actors and actresses, and devoted creative teams who take to the stage every spring in high schools in Rockland,

Westchester, Putnam, and Bergan counties.

Calvin Lindo '24, who played Frankie Valli, won the Best Leading

Actor Award for the role at the 13th Annual Roger Rees Awards for
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Musical for Greater New York. Lindo
received the award from Rick Elice, the man who wrote the book for the
smash-hit musical about the famous rock ‘n’ roll band, The Four Seasons.

The award earned Lindo the opportunity to vie for a top honor in The
Broadway League Foundation's The Jimmy Awards, also known as
the National High School Musical Theatre Awards. Lindo represented
the Greater New York area as the best actor in the country for the
2023 school year. Lindo also received nominations for outstanding
vocal performance by a male-identifying performer and outstanding
performance of a duet, which he shared with Ava Pursel of Pelham
Memorial High School.

STEPINAC UNDERTAKES SINGLE LARGEST EXPANSION TO DATE

This past summer, Stepinac undertook the single largest
expansion in the school’s history. The project included
transforming five classrooms on the first floor into
cutting-edge Active Learning Centers, modeled after
Columbia University’s non-traditional, 21st century
classrooms, and a 5,000 square-foot STEAM Center Wing.

In addition, the STEAM Center Wing represents
more than double the space of the original,

2,200 square foot STEAM Center, one of several
advanced real-world learning technologies
Stepinac established two years ago. The new Wing
will be completely dedicated to the STEAM real-
world learning curriculum to meet the students’
increased interest in taking their specialized
academic studies to the next level.

The project includes the conversion of an unused
locker area into breakout spaces for flexible

and small-scale instruction. In addition, 1,000
square feet of new space was created to house

a 3-D Printing Design Center; an Interactive
Anatomy Lab where health sciences students can
explore the complexities of the human body in

When the new spaces are completed, Stepinac will have
a total of nine Active Learning Centers comprising of
about 5,4000 square feet of space that “create a singular,
one-of-a-kind learning experience for all students,
unlike anything in the region.”

Principal, Paul Carty

meticulous detail and an additional Makerspace,
where engineering and architecture students can
turn their ideas into reality. All the additions are
fully integrated with state-of-the-art technology
including BenQ smart interactive displays.

NEWS



STEPINAC’S 34TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING SELLS OUT
AT TWO WESTCHESTER GOLF CLUBS ON JUNE 13TH

Stepinac held their 34th Annual Golf Outing at Westchester Hills
Golf Club and Fenway Golf Club on what was a beautiful day without
a cloud in the sky. With over 160 players across the two courses, the
event featured multiple contests, including: a Putting Contest, a Ring
of Fire Hole, a Hole in One Hole, and a Chipping Contest. A plethora of
food and beverages were also available throughout the course for the

duration of the event.

A Cocktail Hour soon followed, which was highlighted by a Fresh
Mozzarella Station, Scotch Tasting Bar, and fresh cigar rolling. Father
Tom Collins '79 awarded the winners of the Annual Golf Outing with
a first-place prize. The winners were Nick Carpinello "1, Rob Docherty
'09, Joe Collins Ir.'09, and Michael Collins "11. Shortly after, dinner was
held with over 40 grab bag raffles, and a silent auction taking place
online highlighted by a trip to three golf courses in Florida. The event

was a massive success, raising over $175,000.

SECOND ANNUAL YOUNG ALUMNI GOLF OUTING

On Saturday May 20th, the Stepinac Advancement Office hosted their second annual Young Alumni Golf Outing.
Graduates from the Class of 2006 and younger participated at Sprain Lake Golf Course in Yonkers.

A
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BREAKFAST
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The morning started with the Mass of the Holy Spirit at Our Lady of
Sorrows Church, celebrated by Stepinac President, Rev. Thomas Collins
'79. Following mass, the Westchester County Police Emerald Society
Pipe & Drums led first responders and their families to Stepinac to enjoy

breakfast. The keynote speech was given by Michael Molinelli, class of 1977.

Archbishop Stepinac High School held its second

“Forty Under 40" Recognition Reception honoring young
alumni under the age of 40 who are making a significant
difference in society and can say that Stepinac played

an important role in their success.

TO DONATE TO STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL,
PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE HERE.




REGIONAL RECEPTIONS

Throughout the end of this year and next year, we
hope to host more events across the country.

If you are interested in hosting a reception, please

] ;
. . N ¥ New York City, New York
contact stepinacalumni@stepinac.org [ . CLASS OEi1979 ; ;

=

Foiit Myers, Florida
~EHE ADVANCEMENT TEAM

Saratogé Sﬁrings, New York
THE ADVANCEMENT TEAM
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STEPINAC ALUMNI DEFEATS IONA PREP ALUMNI
IN FRIENDLY GOLF MATCH

The inductees were Frank Altomaro '01, The inductees were Brendan Potter '82,
Bruce Henry, Kenneth Martin '95, James Pena '79, Michael McCauley '98, Laura Ansbro
Peter Shea '69, Donnie Simmons 11, (Representing Michael Ansbro '60),

and Bruce Wernert '69. William Kolman 72, and Jarrad Smith '91.



STEPINAC ATHLETICS CONTINUE TO THRIVE

The Stepinac Athletics programs continue to thrive throughout the CHSAA

as they continue to succeed on the field, diamond, or the court.

Stepinac Baseball: The Senior Stepinac Lacrosse: The Senior Stepinac Football: Wide Receiver
Members of the Stepinac Members of the Stepinac Jahi Gary Jr. 24 makes an over
Baseball Program Lacrosse Program the shoulder catch
The Varsity Baseball team had The Varsity Lacrosse team also The Stepinac Varsity Football team
a fantastic year finishing with had a very successful year, continues to be a force on the field.
an overall record of 15-9 (12-6 finishing with a 14-3 record The Crusaders finished with an
Regular Season) and walked and going on to compete in the 8-3 record and made it to the CHSFL
away with the CHSAA “AA" CHSAA “AA" City Championship “AAA" Semifinal game. Thirteen
Division Championship. game for the second year players also signed National Letters
in a row. of Intent and were awarded over
The Class of 2023 also saw four $5.2 million in scholarships, grants,
baseball players continue playing Six seniors committed and and aid from the offering colleges
on the collegiate level. signed National Letters of Intent and universities. Safety Jack
to play at the collegiate level, the Donahoe '23 was offered by five
most ever by a Lacrosse team at Ivy League universities alone, and
Stepinac High School. ultimately decided to continue his

academic and athletic career at
Harvard University.

atepinac Uarsity Bashetballis
Growned 2023 GHGAR AR Grty
irGtate Ghampions

The Stepinac Varsity Basketball team avenged their
loss last year to Cardinal Hayes in the 2022 CHSAA “AA"
Championship game by defeating them this year at
Carnesecca Arena in Queens, New York to be crowned
the 2023 CHSAA “AA” City & State Champions! The
game was an instant classic and played at a very high
level. The MVP, Boogie Fland '24, led all scorers with
30 points including some terrific highlights. This is the
school’s third “AA” championship and second since
2018. The team went on to place second In the New
York State Federation Tournament of Champions.

1E ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL




pbituaries

I ! MONSIGNOR ANTHONY
H MARCHITELLI
I l Monsignor Anthony Marchitelli entered eternal
. life on October 28, 2022. Born in New York
City, Msgr. Marchitelli was the President of
Stepinac High School from 2003 to 2011. Under
his leadership in 2009, Stepinac became an
independent high school in the Archdiocese
of New York. He served the Catholic Church and the Archdiocese of
New York for more than 46 years, becoming ordained as a Roman
Catholic Priest on December 11, 1976. Msgr. Marchitelli was inducted into
Stepinac’s Hall of Fame in 2018.

RAY BRODERICK
Ray Broderick passed away peacefully on
October 19, 2022, at the age of 92. After
graduating from White Plains High School
in 1947, Ray served in the United States Army
for three and a half years. He was called to
active duty in 1953 and was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant. Ray sent all three of
his sons (Edward ‘78, Donald '82, and Russell ‘87) to Stepinac and then
established, with his wife, Fran, the Donald R. Broderick Scholarship
after Donald’s death in 1986.

CARMELO SANTORO ‘59

Carmelo Santoro passed away on May 1, 2023,

in Rancho Santa Fe, California at the age of 82.
Born in 1941 in Port Chester, Santoro received
his Bachelor of Science degree from Manhattan
College in 1963 and his Doctor of Physics

- degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
— in 1967. While at Stepinac, Santoro excelled in
dramatics and science, and was noted for his exactness.

COLONEL EDMUND
“BEAU” RIELY ‘90
Colonel Edmund “Beau” Riely passed away
surrounded by his loving family on May 3, 2023,
after a long and courageous battle with brain
cancer. Born in North Carolina in 1972, Beau

«= graduated from Stepinac in 1990 and was

Y el captain of the football and lacrosse teams. Beau

served as a distinguished officer in the 82nd Airborne Division, earning
a Bronze Star in Afghanistan. In 2012, Beau was inducted into Stepinac’s
Gridiron Club.

IN MEMORIUM

FACULTY AND
COACHES

A
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The show, which took place over two weekends in April

. and May, featured over 30 actors and actresses from
Major Bowes

Auditorium on the
campus of Archbishop
Stepinac High School
was jam-packed for
all five performances
of the national high
school premiere of

scenes crew members.

The Four Seasons.

for putting on another historic show!

stepinac.org

neighboring schools, and an abundance of behind-the-

The show explores how four blue-collar men - Frankie Valli,
Bob Gaudio, Tommy DeVito, and Nick Massi — grew to become
the singing sensation, The Four Seasons. The show starred
Noah Callazo, Ryan Diaz, Calvin Lindo, and Jordan Prado as

]E R S E Y Congratulations to the Stepinac Drama Club, Stage Crew,

B OY S Mr. Portanova, Mr. Sunderland, and everyone else involved



