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Advancement Office News

Paul Thomas 80 has been promoted to Senior Director
of Advancement and Patrick Massaroni ‘06 has been
promoted to Director of the Fund for Stepinac.

Paul returned to Stepinac in 2004 as a Math teacher and
Director of Development after spending 19 years at Mt.

St. Michael Academy in similar roles. At Stepinac, he has
worked to significantly improve relations with all alumni
through class reunions, regional receptions and major
events including the very successful Golf Outing. He also
created a robust alumni communications program. In his new

Paul Thomas 80 position, in addition to continuing enhancing relationships
Senior Director with alumni, Paul will assume new responsibilities including
of Advancement

collaborating with the new class representatives and a new
Stepinac networking program. A resident of Yonkers, Thomas is a recent inductee to the
CHSAA Hall of Fame. His son, Devin, graduated from Stepinac in 2012.

Patrick will lead The Fund for Stepinac to raise much
needed unrestricted funds for Stepinac to use to enhance
its technology driven curriculum, and help close the gap
between tuition and the real cost to educate a Stepinac
student. Patrick returned to Stepinac in 2012 as a History

He has been responsible for designing and implementing

ﬁ teacher and joined the Advancement team full time in 2013.

Patrick Massaroni '06 a multi-channel, full year program to increase participation
Director of the

" and donations to the Fund for Stepinac. Patrick has also been
Fund for Stepinac

cultivating relationships throughout the Stepinac community,
from alumni to current students. Along with his skills in video and social media, he has
helped to build Stepinac’s very successful annual Day of Giving held every February.
Additionally, Massaroni begins his sixth season as the Head Coach of the nationally
ranked Crusaders varsity basketball team which won its first New York State Federation
‘AA’title in 2018. Patrick and his wife, Sandra welcomed a new daughter, Taylor, to their
family this June.

“Since 2009 when Stepinac became an independent school within the
Archdiocese of New York, the Advancement Team has made significant strides
in increasing support from alumni and others in the Stepinac community.

That has enabled us to make key investments in advanced curriculum
innovations as well as other educational programs unique to Stepinac that
have established Stepinac as a pioneer in secondary education.” He added:
“The Advancement Team is excited and looks forward to achieving even more
as Stepinac prepares to celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2023 and continue
its mission of preparing young men for post-secondary success.”

Rev. Thomas Collins ’79, Stepinac President

“During my 26-year fund raising career, I am blessed to work with the most
dedicated, loyal and knowledgeable team I can imagine.”
Dennis Buckley ’82,Vice President for Advancement



On behalf of the Stepinac High School
Board of Trustees and the President

Kevin Keane ’74

Chairman, . . . . .
Board of Trustees This year the Stepinac community and the entire world has faced enormous educational
challenges that were and continue to be unprecedented. The tremendous impact of the
pandemic led to the implementation of distance learning without time for preparation or
instruction. Fortunately, Stepinac was prepared to meet this moment since we have been
fully digital since 2013! With remarkable dedication, motivation and skill, Stepinac’s faculty
and staff stepped up to the challenge and we were able to complete the school year with
a level of excellence that did not interfere with the high quality of education normally
provided to Stepinac students. We are proud and grateful that Stepinac is blessed with

such a committed and devoted faculty and administration.

Fr. Thomas Collins '79 The summer months allowed time for exhaustive sanitizing of the physical plant, time
President to prepare and implement a plan which allows for the returning students to participate

in a hybrid schedule. Students have been divided into 2 cohorts; one cohort will be in
attendance in school on Days 1, 3, 5 while the second cohort will be in attendance in school
on Days 2, 4, 6. On days when the student is home, he will still follow his schedule and
remotely video conference into the classroom. Put simply, whether in class or online the
students will receive the same quality lesson, together. The hybrid classroom experience
will make the student/teacher collaboration seamless by leveraging real-time video

with integrated lesson planning. we invite you to go to stepinac.org and read our very

comprehensive re-opening plan.

Our many thanks to our alumni and benefactors whose tireless generosity has enabled
Stepinac to continue to be a leader in educational technology innovation! A special
thanks to all who supported and participated in our No Student Left Behind Fund this
summer. As we begin a new school year and a year of so many unknowns, we ask for your

prayers, support and your gifts of time, talent and treasure.

foui / e o Tauss (lhs

KEVIN KEANE ‘74 REVEREND THOMAS COLLINS ‘79
Chairman, Board of Trustees President
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40 under 40, Alumni Recognition

The Stepinac Advancement Office is pleased to announce
“Stepinac’s Forty under 40”: a new program to honor young alumni
who have demonstrated success in their careers and life. We need
your help to identify those alumni who are making a significant
difference and can say that Stepinac - in the classroom, science

lab, playing field, Bowes theatre, campus ministry or club -played

an important role in their success. This will be an annual event, and

ALL STEPINAC ALUMNI OVER TWENTY-TWO

YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FORTY YEARS OF
AGE AS OF NOVEMBER 1ST. CAN BE NOMINATED.

winners will be announced monthly beginning in February, 2021. In THE NOMINATION FORM MUST BE COMPLETED
November 2021, a reception will be held to honor and acknowledge AND SUBMITTED BY JANUARY 31, 2021.

all forty winners. PARENTS, SIBLINGS, CLASSMATES,

Go to www.stepinac.org/ alumni tab/Forty under WORK COLLEAGUES, CAN MAKE NOMINATIONS.

40 tab to nominate a worthy candidate. YOU CAN EVEN NOMINATE YOURSELF.

Recycling Club

Stepinac has partnered with We Future Cycle, a 501(c)3 charitable organization that helps schools: comply with New York State
recycling laws, reduce lunchroom garbage by 90% by sorting out recyclables, reduce refuse costs significantly, reduce pollution,
provide opportunity for green school recognition, create a generation of children that are actively involved in recycling and take
responsibility for their daily actions.

Every day at Stepinac, a large amount of recyclable material is thrown out. Half of all garbage in schools is generated during
two hours - lunchtime. However, it really isn't “garbage” until you throw it away....

W e fu tu r e C C l e Streaming materials into recycling avenues, even materials previously
. y . considered non-recyclable such as food left overs, Styrofoam, juice pouches,
creating a generation of kids who care chip bags, etc. can reduce waste from school lunch by 90%!

Stepinac established The Recycling Club - The club aims to create awareness of pollution issues and promote widespread
recycling in the building. Most trash we produce is sent to landfills to be burned--a practice that releases harmful toxins into
the air we breathe and contributes to climate change. If we properly composted/recycled our daily trash output at Stepinac, we
could reduce our waste by 90% and make our community a safer place to live.

Solar Panels installed on Roof

Stepinac will now use solar energy in an effort to help fight global
warming. The Energy Department at the Archdiocese of New York
launched its pilot solar program in 2018 at five Catholic schools in
New York State, “Stepinac is thrilled to become a host for clean,
renewable energy by taking part in the Archdiocese’s solar program,”
said Rev. Thomas Collins, president of Stepinac.

“In addition to supporting sustainable energy while cutting energy
costs and creating a physical demonstration of our commitment to
preserving the environment for future generations, we will leverage
the program as an educational aid by teaching our students about
the latest clean energy technologies.” Stepinac is partnering with
Con Edison Solutions to install rooftop solar arrays -- which are
several combined solar panels. The solar systems are being installed
to serve the electrical needs at Stepinac.
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“No Student Left Behind” Provides Pandemic Relief

Stepinac’s No Student Left Behind campaign raised over $300,000 and made possible the
continued education of 24 students this fall, with more to be invested in the coming months.

Launched last May, in the early, worst months of the Covid-19 pandemic, school leadership envisioned No Student
Left Behind, as a summer effort to build a reserve of funds to help the families most economically impacted continue
their son’s Stepinac education.

Despite very uncertain times, the generosity of the Stepinac family comprising alumni (both longstanding and young
alumni still in college), parents, faculty, staff, and numerous friends of the school again exceeded expectations: More
than 500 donors responded to mail appeals and participated in three special virtual events held in July and August.

For a complete list of the Golf, 5K Run/Walk/Bike and Talent Show winners - including videos of the performances by

the talented teenagers - visit www.stepinacevents.org.

Thanks to our strong Stepinac family, we began the school’s next exciting chapter welcoming a record 225 ninth graders
of the Class of 2024 who chose Stepinac for an outstanding high school education. The success of No Student Left Behind
affirms anew our unwavering commitment to continue fulfilling Stepinac’s mission to shape the next generation of

leaders, regardless the challenge.

The Stepinac
Community Network

IN A TIME WHEN UNEMPLOYMENT

NUMBERS ARE HIGH AND OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SOME GRADUATES ARE SCARCE,

HOW DOES A NETWORK 8,000 STRONG SOUND?
STAY TUNED.”

Look for the launch. If you are not receiving

emails from Stepinac, go to stepinac.org,
click the alumni tab, click the alumni update form.
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In a visually dramatic and unique display, 180 lawn signs were posted on Stepinac’s front circle.

Stepinac kicked off the celebration of the Class of 2020 by presenting the graduates with oversized personalized

lawn signs. The seniors and their families saw the display when they arrived at Stepinac to pick up their caps, gowns and
yearbooks. On hand to cheer them were members of the faculty. On Thursday June 18th, a pre-recorded Baccalaureate
Graduation Mass, celebrated by Stepinac President Rev. Thomas Collins ‘79, was released via LocallLive.com. During the

ceremony, Principal Paul Carty announced the names of the student graduation award winners.

A live event followed on Thursday, June 25th
— a student car parade on the

school campus which was decorated

for the festive occasion.

The students drove under a huge arch of red, white
and blue balloons. The graduates had the opportunity,
to decorate their cars as well. During the procession,
the students— dressed in their caps and gowns—
stepped out of their cars and had photos taken with
their parents/guardians. The faculty was again on

hand to cheer the graduates.
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Today (scheduled graduation day) will be hard. However we are Crusader Tough,
Stepinac Strong, and we will definitely find a way. The community will be back

again one day soon and there will be a more appreciative sense of feeling for

A message everything we do. | remember the famous quote of Joe DiMaggio that says, “l want
from an to thank the Good Lord for making me a Yankee.” | have said this and continue to
Alumnus tO keep saying this. “l want to thank the Good Lord for making me a Crusader.” These
the Class Crusaders were supposed to graduate today have my support and the support of
of 2020 countless others of other young alumni, and will use the resilience and toughness

from this time in their life to win every battle that is in front of them. | am grateful
for the person I strive to be each day because of the lessons | have learned here in
this wonderful place we all call home. God Bless you and Thank you for being so

awesome and dedicated in everything you do and continue to do.

ALL THE BEST, LS

As distancing guidelines permitted, an extended
celebration of the Class of 2020 was held July 16th
with a small-scale graduation ceremony (4 separate ceremonies)
for the graduates and their parents/guardians, social distancing

rules were strictly enforced.

Special Awards were presented to;
Dr. Rocco Lafaro ‘68
Patrice and Wally Halas
Kathy and Rob Flood ‘87

The Salutatorian was
Stephen J. Buckley II and
the Valedictorian was
Matthew R. Halas.

Halas delivered a very moving address.

“We were born during 9/11 and we leave high
school in a worldwide pandemic,” and how
the Stepinac family and experience have given

the Class of 2020 the strength to persevere.”

(The entire speech can be found

at www.stepinac.org.)



REMARKABLE

Two Stepinac High School Students Are Finalists In
Prestigious 2020 GENIUS Olympiad’s International High
School Competition for Unique Engineering Project

Julian Mueller of Tarrytown and Devlin Hose of Garrison recently joined the
D U RI N G prestigious finalist ranks in the 2020 GENIUS Olympiad'’s international high
R E M A R K A B L E school competition focused on environmental issues. Their collaborative
engineering project, a vertical axis wind turbine (VAWT) that operates more

efficiently during powerful storms, was presented at the 10th annual GENIUS
Olympiad, to be hosted later this year by the Rochester Institute of Technology.
The Stepinac juniors will be among 2,000 students from 78 countries whose

creativity in eight categories—from science and robotics to music composition
and short film—will be showcased. Mr. Stefan Busheski, Stepinac computer
science and engineering instructor, said: “From the turbine fin to the axel
joints, Julian and Devlin turned their visionary engineering concepts into a
. reality,” adding: "We congratulate them on the college-level research and
Each year, Steplnac students engineering talents they applied over the course of five months. In working so
seamlessly together, they also epitomized Stepinac’s collaborative model that

prowde over 25,000 hours underpins our students’ solutions-based drive.”

of community service
Kyle Shepherd, Stepinac Senior,
Completes Town of Greenburgh Annual

Summer Intern Program with Distinction
Kyle Shepherd recently completed with
distinction the Town of Greenburg’s 12th

Annual Summer Intern Program. Because of the
pandemic, the six-week internship was conducted
totally virtually. Shepherd was among a group of 30
interns who participated in the program designed to
prepare Greenburgh'’s youth for success by fostering
communication, teamwork, problem solving and
leadership skills. Among the prominent individuals
Shepherd and the other interns conducted Zoom interviews with were Hillary
Clinton, David Kaplan, author of The New York Times Best Seller: “The Most
Dangerous Branch: Inside the Supreme Court’s Assault on the Constitution;”
and Barrett Seaman, former TIME Magazine Correspondent and White House
Correspondent, Shepherd was given the honor of introducing Clinton to the
Zoom participants, a highlight of the summer program. An academically top
performing student and member of Stepinac High School’s Health Sciences
Honors Academy, Shepherd discussed his collaboration with other interns to
produce a series of video public service announcements that were aired over
the Town of Greenburgh’s public access TV stations.

as part of their
curriculum requirements -
but more importantly
it gives them the Christian

Foundation of Service.
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Concern that Teens at Other Area High Schools Lacked
Learning Resources in Crisis Led Academically Top Performing

Student to Volunteer His Time as Remote Tutor

When traditional face-to-face classes ended on March 16, Nicholas DeSanctis of Ossining, a junior
at Stepinac, was concerned that other high school students in the area who were suddenly
thrust into a challenging learning environment might be in need of guidance in subjects

he knew best as an academically top-performing student—math and science. And because
DeSanctis had also been actively engaged in Stepinac’'s Campus Ministry program donating his
time to worthwhile community causes including the school’'s massive SOUPer Bowl food drive

and helping the homeless, he would provide the tutoring service free of charge from his home-
based study via Facetime sessions. ‘| felt that the pandemic would probably create a need for other
students who might lack the resources or having a hard time adjusting to distance learning,” said
DeSanctis, adding: “l would be happy to help them continue their education during this crisis.”

Students on a Mission

From the onset to the present, Stepinac students and
families have taken the mission to their community.
Just a few stepping out and up:

Dylan O’Brien '21 and Ayden Colazzo '21 volunteered their time
over the Easter break at food distribution sites in Peekskill.

Ryan Garceau '21 (pictured) prepared food for the staff working
at the Javits Center through World Central Kitchen.

John Prince '22 (pictured) and friends started a food relief
campaign called Friends 4 Frontlines to raise funds and deliver
them to local hospitals.

Samuel Gibbs '22 and his family began roadside cleanups,
making blankets for Soul Ryeders, organized delivery of food to
local pantries, and cheered on hospital workers at Sloan Kettering.

Joseph Goonan 21 (pictured) has been delivering food every day
from PS 175 and food shopping for the elderly in his community.

Julian Mueller '21 collected items to serve families at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Food Pantry in ElImsford.

Chris Zacco '20 organized a food drive to donate to
local pantries.

Mychal Riccio ‘20 Boys State Attendee and Cadet

at The United States Coast Guard Academy

Mychal Riccio ‘20, who entered the Coast Guard Academy this
summer, attended the 2019 session of Boys State. Boys State is
among the most respected and selective educational programs
of government instruction for high school students. A program in
which students become part of the operation of local, county and
state government begin in 1935. At Boys State, participants learn the
rights, privileges and responsibilities of franchised citizens. American
Legion posts select high school juniors to attend the program. Both
Chris MacDonald 21 and Raffaele Tammaro ‘21 were selected this
past summer. Mychal is pictured with with his parents and Boys State
sponsor Stan Aufieri ‘67.

NEWS



The North Carolina signee was named New York’'s Mr. Basketball
by the Basketball Coaches Association of New York last March.

In doing so, the All-American guard became the first player in
Stepinac history ever awarded the title. It was a season of firsts

for R.J. Davis. “Coming into my senior year, | wanted to complete
some of my goals and for me to achieve one of the big ones,

Mr. Basketball, is something special,” Davis said. “I'm very fortunate
and grateful and now there is more work to be done and more

accomplishments to tackle.” As a senior, Davis averaged 26.5 points,

8.0 rebounds, 5.3 assists and 2.1 steals per game for the Crusaders,
who were 18-9 and had just won the CHSAA's Archdiocesan title
over St. Raymond. Stepinac was preparing for the CHSAA ‘AA’
quarterfinals before the season was suspended. The Crusaders
finished Top 15 Nationally for the second time in three seasons.
Davis also broke Danya Abrams’ Westchester County scoring record
last season, which had stood for 27 years. He finished his decorated
career at Stepinac with 2,446 points, which is the fifth-most in
CHSAA history and just 175 behind record-holder Kenny Anderson,
a former Mr. Basketball who played at Archbishop Molloy and
later became a star at Georgia Tech and with the New Jersey Nets.
Davis's other awards include; he became the first
Stepinac player ever to be named a McDonald’s
All-American, Jordan Brand All-American,
GCatorade New York State Player of the Year
and Iverson Classic invitee. He was named
The Journal News Player of the Decade for
the 2010’s and was tabbed as the
CHSAA's league Most Valuable
Player after being named
first-team all-league as a
Sophomore and Junior.

ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS » 2020

It was the dream start that Stepinac wanted. On the first

play of the CHSFL ‘AAA' title game against Cardinal Hayes at
Mitchell Field, the Crusaders forced a turnover. On their first
offensive play, Kyle Benjamin burst down the middle for a 66-
yard touchdown to put Stepinac up 7-0.

But the dream would turn into a nightmare of sorts. Hayes
would tie the game later in the quarter, and eventually railed
off 25 unanswered points to score a 25-7 win, avenging an
earlier loss to Stepinac in the regular season to claim the title.
“We had a great year, the kids played their hearts out,”

Stepinac head coach Michael O'Donnell said. “We met up
with a very, very talented team. We had our chances, and we
just didn't capitalize.” It was the fourth time in the past five
years that the two teams have played each other in this title
game. Last year, Hayes came out on top by a 29-18 score. “They
are a really fast, athletic team and they always come to play,”
Hayes senior linebacker Kevin McKenna said. “Their mentality
is similar to ours; all they want to do is win, and today they
got it done.” Hayes senior running back Jalen Smith, who
didn’t play in the regular season matchup between the two
teams, showed off his athleticism late in the second quarter.
With Hayes up 13-7, Smith found room down the left sideline,
juked a couple tacklers and scampered down 70 yards to put
the Cardinals up 19-7 with 1:25 left in the first half, stunning
Stepinac. “He's a dynamic player,” O’'Donnell said. “He is
probably the best back in the league. Having him back

in the lineup, they can beat anybody they play.”
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winter season sports E—-
did not complete their g
seasons, and spring season
sports did not even begin!



Obituaries

REVEREND JAMES HEALY - PRINCIPAL

Fr. James F. Healy passed away on April 18, 2020. Fr. Healy
was ordained at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome in 1966.

He served as Dean of Studies and then was appointed
Stepinac’s sixth principal in 1988. He served at the Church
of the Magdalene in Pocantico Hills, St. John the Evangelist
in White Plains, pastor of St. Vito's in Mamaroneck, and
pastor of St. Paul the Apostle in Yonkers.

DONALD LARKIN - FACULTY
Mr. Don Larkin passed away on November 20, 2019, with
his family by his side; his wife Susan, and his daughter’s
Susan (Greg), Angela, and Joanne (Michael) and devoted
grandfather to Lauren, Erin, Dominic, Kieran, Sofia, and
Connor. Known by many as “The Lark”, Don’s career at
Stepinac began in September of 1963 and spanned 56
years, where he held many positions. He taught language
(Latin and French), served as Athletic Director, coached
soccer and basketball, and was Director of Student Activities. He is a member
of Stepinac’s Hall of Fame and scholarship was established in his name to
commemorate his fifty years of service. Over the years, he made so many treasured
friends among the faculty, staff, and student body. His achievements were rewarded

with many honors and awards. It is needless to say how much he is missed by
everyone who knew and loved him. His quick smile and sense of humor will always
be remembered.

BRENDAN MOYNA ‘87

Brendan Moyna, loving husband and father of four, passed

away on Saturday, August 15, 2020. Brendan is survived by

this wife Kathleen and his four amazing

children; Kealy, Kristian, Kacey, and Kevin. Brendan was

a force of nature. He did nothing half way. His motto was

“we got this” and this motto served him through his many

titles and responsibilities. He was President of Hillcrest

Lakers Community Club, coach of the lacrosse teams at
The Ursuline School and was a vital member of the Annunciation Parish. He had an
unwavering commitment and pride for Stepinac. He was a fixture at many games
whether his children played or not. He supported athletes too numerous to count
over the years. He leaves behind hundreds of devastated friends, who have lost their
greatest motivator, cheerleader, best friend, mentor, and fan.

XAVIER FLORES ‘88
Xavier Flores died on April 27th, 2020. Xavier is survived
by his wife Evelyn, children; Xavier ‘20 and Evelise, parents
Gonzalo and Matilde, brother Gonzo ‘93, and sister Jessy.
Xavier always the devoted husband and father ensured
he was involved in all aspects of family life. He was deeply
involved in his children’s school life. He coached their
baseball and basketball teams. He was involved in the
Stepinac Crusader's Men's Club, serving as Co-President FACULTY
the past two years, while his son, Xavier, attended Stepinac. Xavier's family values,
charisma and bright smile extended to his closest friends, classmates at Stepinac,
his family, his neighbors and the many acquaintances he impacted during his life.
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PARENTS OF ALUMNI: PLEASE FORWARD IF YOUR CHILD HAS MOVED

AT STEPINAC’S CRUSADER HARDWOOD CLUB DINNER, SIX NEW MEMBERS
WERE INDUCTED INTO THE HALL OF FAME IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS AS MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL'’S VARSITY
BASKETBALL PROGRAM.

The new inductees are (as shown in the picture from left to right): Kevin Hyland (Class
of '02) of New York City, formerly White Plains; Billy Palagonia (Class of '90) of Chicago,
formerly New Rochelle; Ed Dealy (Class of - 60) of Naples, Florida—formerly White Plains;
Larry Blucher (Class of '81) of Greenwich, formerly Yonkers: Brian Croughan accepting on
behalf of his late brother Jimmy Croughan (Class of '78) of Tuckahoe.

Not shown is Michael Hyland (Class of *96) of Stamford, formerly White Plains.

stepinac.org




