
AP Research Summer Work (Summer 2025) 

Ms. Kelley Wilson 

Congratulations on deciding to enroll in AP Research to complete your Capstone program! I am 

excited to work with you next year. The summer work for this course is designed to familiarize you 

with some of the key skills and expectations of AP Research in order to get you off to a successful 

start. 

As you probably know, AP Research is the second course in the AP Capstone program (AP Seminar is 

a pre-requisite course). AP Research requires that you deeply explore an academic topic, problem, 

issue, or idea that you are interested in. You will design, plan, and implement a year-long 

investigation to address your research question. Through this inquiry, you will further the skills you 

acquired in the AP Seminar course by employing ethical research practices while accessing, 

analyzing, and synthesizing information. 

Success in AP Research will require a good work ethic and a willingness and ability to work 

independently.  

The AP Research exam score consists of an Academic Paper (AP) of approximately 4,000-5,000 

words (accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a Presentation 

with an Oral Defense (POD). 

It is expected that students taking AP Research register for the AP exam. 

The use of Generative Artificial Intelligence in AP Capstone courses is limited by College Board 

policy. The ultimate goal is that if you are using AI, you are using it to support your learning, not to 

avoid learning tasks. That being said, we will start our policy for the year with this summer work – if 

you would like to use Artificial Intelligence to help you with part of the assignments below, you are 

required to gain permission from the instructor BEFORE using AI. Use of AI to complete work 

without advance permission will be considered Academic Dishonesty and will be subject to 

referral, assignment redo, and grading penalties as outlined in the BSD discipline policy. 

Summer Work 

There is a Schoology Group called AP Research Summer Work where I will post the assignment and 

some resources. If I had your name from counseling, I tried to invite you to the Group – please check 

notifications and accept this invitation. If you are not in the group, please Schoology message me to 

receive your invitation. 



Create a Folder in your Google Drive. Name it “AP Research PREP Folder – [Your Name]” and Share it 

with me (kelley.wilson@bsd.k12.de.us). The 3 assignments explained below (notes on an assigned 

reading, response to a sample paper, 3 source annotated bibliography) should be saved to this 

Folder if done electronically. This will become part of your required Process and Reflection Portfolio 

(PReP) that you will use to document your research journey and may be shared with College Board 

when your paper is turned in. 

Assignments will be due on August 26 and will be the first summative grade of Marking Period 1.​
​
Assignment 1​
Read and take notes on Chapter 1 of Practical Research: Planning and Design by Paul Leedy and 

Jeanne Ellis Ormrod. 

A link to a pdf of the 11th edition of the book will be posted in our Schoology Summer Work group. 

If you use a different edition, please note that. 

A template for 2-column notes will also be posted in our Schoology Summer Work group. You are 

welcome to make a copy of this to use. You may also use a different method of taking notes, but 

notes are expected to convey both major ideas (key points, details you want to remember, 

vocabulary) and your reflection on what you are learning (what surprises you, the connections you 

are making, how your thinking is changing, etc.). Be sure to capture the page number(s) of each 

major idea. 

Assignment 2​
Read a sample AP Research Paper that scored a 3 or better. To find these, you can go to 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-research/exam/past-exam-questions, scroll down, 

and click the plus sign next to a year to see the sample papers. In recent years, sample A and B 

typically are 5s, C and D are 4s, and E and F are 3s. My recommendation would be to look at a few 

different ones to get a sense of how many different types of topics are acceptable and to identify a 

paper that is of interest to read in its entirety.  

Write a 2 paragraph response to the paper you read. In the first paragraph, briefly summarize the 

paper, identifying the research question, the method the student used to engage in research, and 

the important findings. In the second paragraph, reflect on what you learned from reading this 

paper. What are your thoughts on the task before you? How does the task compare to what you did 

in Seminar? In what ways did the student successfully complete what Leedy and Ormrod consider 

research? 

Assignment 3​
Annotated bibliography of 3 sources.​
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Brainstorm one or more topics you would like to explore for your AP Research project and find three 

articles in scholarly journals to kickstart your research. 

Options to help come up with a topic: 

Use the AP Research Interest Inventory to brainstorm topic ideas (will be posted in our Schoology 

Group). 

Take your observational skills and inquiring mind with you everywhere you go this summer. Read, 

view, and listen to explore your interests. 

Use SIRS Issues Researcher in UDLibSearch (userid: udlibsearch pw: homeaccess) to browse topics. 

Browse a university website to find a major or program you are interested in. See what research 

interests or publications are highlighted on the page or on the faculty’s pages. 

Browse journal articles -- you can go to publication search in Gale Academic OneFile Select in 

UDLibSearch (userid and pw above) or type in a few broad topics into a search to see what comes 

up. 

Recommended:​
Think about the following: 

Will this topic hold your interest for the year? 

What work is being done on your topic? What work may not have been done? 

How can you narrow your topic? 

How can you build up your background knowledge and vocabulary related to your topic? 

What work is feasible for you to complete next year? 

Required:​
Use databases such as the UDLibSearch databases, Ebsco (if you have access to it over the summer), 

or Google Scholar to locate 3 articles in scholarly journals related to topic(s) you are exploring. You 

do not have to read the articles in depth at this point. Read the abstract (if there is one) and enough 

of the article to complete a 3-source annotated bibliography in which you give the citation for each 

article (MLA style is fine) and provide a short paragraph of commentary on why you chose this 

article, the topic it represents, and in what way you might use this article as you begin to carry out 

your AP Research project. 

 
 



If you have questions at any time, please reach out to me on Schoology. I can walk you through 

using the databases or give you feedback on a topic idea if you wish. 

 

See you in the fall, 

Ms. Wilson 


