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M  ahwah High School was selected as a 2024-25 STEM School of Excellence by the International Technology and 
Engineering Educators Association (ITEEA). This prestigious annual award recognizes schools that demonstrate an 
outstanding commitment to providing students with a robust STEM education program.

The school shined through ITEEA’s rigorous application process by highlighting its Visual Arts and Integrated Design Exhibition. 
In addition, MHS provides science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) opportunities for students through its Career 
Pathways Elective Program.

“Our artisans, engineers, creators, and multimedia artists amaze our school community with their skill, talent, and commitment 
to the imaginative and innovative process,” said MHS Principal John P. Pascale. “Staff members work diligently to cultivate 

MHS RECEIVES INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT TO STEM EDUCATION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Closing the books on the Mahwah Blueprint 
2020-2025 feels a bit like watching the 
Thunderbirds adjust their graduation 
caps and walk across the stage. We have 
accomplished so much as a determined team 
guided by a community-driven plan. On behalf 
of the Mahwah School District staff, it has 
been our pleasure to rise to the challenge and 
deliver results across each of the goal areas. 

Instruction & Curriculum – We drew on 
data, such as i-Ready Diagnostics, to 
improve the learning experience for all 
students. At the middle school, we added 
TEEEMS (see page 6), a multilingual 
math class, and Mandarin instruction. 
The high school expanded programming 
including AP and elective courses, college 
partnerships for dual enrollment, and 
Thunderbird Internships/Externships. 

Community Connections – We collaborated 
with our community to engage students 
in real-world experiences. For example, 
elementary classrooms hosted 160+ 

professionals. The middle school created 
sports options for all three seasons. ​
Through a new website, Instagram 
accounts, this newsletter, and translation 
tools, MTPS significantly increased 
outreach and communication. Students 
left their marks with career development, 
service initiatives, and achievements 
in the visual and performing arts. 

Social Emotional Learning – More than 
welcoming, our schools aim to demonstrate 
support to show students they are safe 
physically and emotionally. We created 
programs and tools for parents. The middle 
school blended in-class sessions, “Wellness 
Week,” and recognition programs to build a 
positive culture. Extracurricular activities saw 
significant growth. The high school integrated 
SEL practices daily, such as “Mindful Monday.” 

Facilities – In support of progressive learning 
environments, we opened the Innovation 
Lab at Joyce Kilmer School and upgraded 
outdoor classrooms. New heating and cooling 

systems not only 
improve efficiency 
and reduce costs — 
they help maintain 
safe, comfortable 
classrooms 
where students 
can stay focused 
and engaged. 

This is a mere 
sampling of 
the Blueprint’s 
progress. See the 
action steps detailed at mahwah.k12.nj.us 
under the “20-25 Strategic Planning” tab. 

Now, as our next five-year Strategic Plan is 
about to take the stage, we are energized by 
the level of community interaction and the 
ideas that will shape Mahwah Schools.  
Join us September 17, 2025 when we unveil 
the Blueprint that will take us through 2030. 

Dr. Michael DeTuro  
Superintendent

BLUEPRINTS FOR THE FUTURE: FROM ONE STRATEGIC PLAN TO THE NEXT

MAHWAH THUNDERBIRDS DRAMA CLUB PRESENTED ITS SPRING MUSICAL, “ANYTHING GOES.” 
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STUDENTS WILL EXPLORE THEIR INTERESTS 
IN MTPS’ SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAM

M  usic maestros, STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
supporters, and academics aficionados in grades PreK-12 are looking 
forward to further developing their skills in the Mahwah Township Public 

Schools Summer Learning Program. 

The program has a reputation for hitting maximum enrollment of about 350 students. 
Many sign up for Camp Invention, which gives incoming 1st through 6th graders the 
opportunity to explore hands-on STEAM projects. About 100 students will enjoy small-
group music classes for piano, band, and orchestra instruments, guitar – even ukelele! 
Remaining enrollment is divided between Kindergarten Kickstart for readiness 
skills and cooperative play, and the five-day Safety Town session that teaches how 
individual behavior can contribute to safety. 

Summer programming allows the district to share its wide variety of in-school offerings 
and keep children educationally engaged with interesting and interactive activities 
over the season. MTPS is proud to be a key community partner in this endeavor. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOE: Investing in Facilities 
Consistent with the 2020-25 Strategic Plan, the 
Board of Education and administration have 
proactively invested in critical building systems to 
maintain their functionality and safety before they 
exceed their useful lives. These projects were largely 
paid for due to fiscal responsibility and efficiencies 
that were found in the budgeting process.

With careful planning, the district invested more 
than $16 million over the past few years on 
important maintenance needs and improvements: 

•	 Rehabilitated roofing and replaced single pane 
windows. 

•	 Replaced some HVAC systems. 

•	 Built the Thunderbird Think Tank at MHS and the 
Innovation Lab at Joyce Kilmer School to encourage 
and support STEAM learning. 

As part of its ongoing review of the long-term capital 
needs of the district, the administration and board 
engaged LAN Associates to evaluate the condition 
and remaining life of every system in every 
building in the district.  

Based on a 2024 study, costs to replace or rehab 
major building systems have nearly doubled since 
the 2019 evaluation. At the same time, the district’s 
ability to make these investments is decreasing as 
costs for health insurance, utilities, transportation 
and out-of-district educational services are increasing 
faster than the state’s 2% cap on increased property 
tax revenue.  

The diminishing ability of the district to proactively 
maintain the functionality and safety of our facilities 
using only surplus operating funds requires the board 
and administration to consider funding alternatives. 
We have used federal and state grants to the fullest 
extent possible.  

We are now considering a bond referendum. The 
district’s last referendum was in the early 2000s to 
build Lenape Meadows and expand RR and MHS; 
those bonds were paid off in 2023. One important 
benefit of a bond referendum is the state will pay for 
about 1/3 of the cost of certain projects.  

Preliminary plans include not only maintaining 
infrastructure, but also upgrades to our educational, 
athletic, and performing arts spaces. Many are used 
by students and the community.  

An early step toward a referendum is authorization 
to submit preliminary plans to the state Department 
of Education for review and to obtain the state’s 
commitment to provide reimbursement. The Board 
will consider that at its June 11 meeting. 

We are committed to informing and engaging the 
community throughout this process toward a vote by 
the public in 2026. We will not have much to report 
until plans take shape and obtain state approval, and 
we are developing information resources with the 
goal of reaching all members of the community as we 
advance this process. 

Prema Morthy, Ph.D., BOE President  
Michael Galow, Finance & Facilities Committee Chair 

student talent and to guide cross curricular study, as 
evidenced by the exhibition. Students embrace this 
opportunity to curate and showcase their respective talents.” 

MHS teachers Daniel Catizone and Andrew Coe attended 
the ITEEA 2025 Conference held in St. Louis, Mo., in April, 
as the school was recognized with a STEM School of 
Excellence banner. 

This is the second time MHS has been recognized by ITEEA. 
In 2023, the school was lauded for its broad offerings in 
STEAM – which includes arts along with science, technology, 
engineering, and math. ITEEA is a professional organization 
for technology, innovation, design and engineering 
educators. Its mission is to advance technological and 
engineering capabilities for all by nurturing professionalism, 
growth, and opportunities in the education community. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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T his May, the Nature Center at Betsy Ross School was transformed into a beautiful 
sensory garden, thanks to the generous support of Rockland Electric Company 
(RECO) and parent volunteers. This revitalized space now serves as a dynamic 

outdoor classroom and peaceful retreat, designed to engage students’ senses, foster 
curiosity, and strengthen their connection to the natural world. 

As part of the renovation, all non-native plant species were removed and replaced with 
local trees, shrubs and flowering plants. These native selections provide a vital habitat for 
pollinators and birds while supporting long-term environmental health.  

One of the most exciting outcomes of the project is the garden’s official designation 
as a Monarch Butterfly Waystation. This certified habitat, which has been added to 
the national registry, supports the life cycle and migration of the monarch butterfly. This 
designation promotes sustainability and conservation, while offering students a hands-on 
learning opportunity. 

The recommissioning of the on-site pond brought movement, sound, and ecological 
richness back to the space. The water feature serves as a sensory element and a focal point 
for exploration. In addition, new picnic tables were built and placed throughout the area. 

STUDENTS AND MONARCH BUTTERFLIES ENJOY 
SENSORY GARDEN AT BETSY ROSS SCHOOL  

L earning came to life during George Washington School’s recent Science Day, which 
celebrated discovery, curiosity, and meaningful community partnership. Throughout 
the day, students engaged in a variety of interactive activities designed to deepen 

their love of science.  

Upon entering an inflatable planetarium, students became astronauts as they journeyed 
through the stars and explored constellations. Back on Earth, astronauts transformed into 
junior geologists as they discovered geodes and uncovered the stunning crystals inside. 
They also investigated soil and rocks, and they conducted experiments to model tectonic 
plate movements. 

​​​Nancy Mertz, GW’s nurse/health educator, led an eye-opening session on germs, and 
classes discovered the wonders of electricity as students investigated circuits and more. 
Students also inflated balloons using chemical reactions, created slime, watched a 
volcano erupt, planted seeds, and participated in interactive presentations on the five 
senses and the human body. 

Science Day was a shining example of how education can extend beyond the 
classroom, and also the power of partnership between staff, Home and School 
Organization, Science Day Chairperson Elli Gourna Paleoudis, parents, and Mahwah High 
School staff and students. 

GW SCIENCE DAY CELEBRATED CURIOSITY 

L  enape Meadows students became blissful bookworms as they engaged in many 
activities celebrating literacy fun. T he reading festivities began in early March 
with Read Across America Week. This annual event, which honors Dr. Seuss’s 

birthday, recognized the joy of reading as students participated in themed dress-up days 
including looking like their favorite story characters. The week concluded with a Drop 
Everything and Read (DEAR) session, during which students gathered in the hallways to 
read together. 

The following week, Lenape Meadows launched its “One Book, One School” program 
with author Beatrice Zinker’s story Upside Down Thinker. Every Lenape Meadows family 
received a copy of the book and was encouraged to read it together. They were provided 
access to a Padlet where MTPS staff members recorded readings of the chapters. Each 
morning, students answered trivia questions based on the previous night’s reading, and 
those with correct answers earned special Beatrice Zinker bookmarks. 

In early April, we welcomed Nick Bruel, author of the hilarious Bad Kitty series, to read 
excerpts from his books, share funny stories and explain how he develops his ideas. A 
few students had the opportunity to eat lunch with Bruel and ask him questions. 

READING IS FUN AT LENAPE MEADOWS 
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S tudents at Joyce Kilmer School participated in numerous 
hands-on, heart-centered activities designed to foster 
community, self-awareness, and mental well-being. 

From laughter-filled karaoke sessions to quiet moments in the 
Zen Den, students were given space to explore the many facets 
of social and emotional learning (SEL) in a unique, schoolwide 
celebration. These activities allowed students to slow down, 
connect with their peers and learn tools to manage stress and 
emotions. 

The BMX assembly was a favorite among many students. 
Professional riders performed thrilling tricks during the 
assembly, but they also delivered motivational messages about 
resilience, perseverance, making positive choices and bike 
safety. Students were inspired and reminded that they have the 
strength to overcome challenges. 

Another beloved SEL initiative is the puppy club, through which 
therapy dogs visit the school to interact with students. For some 
students, the simple act of sitting with a calm, friendly dog can 
be a powerful reset, relieving stress, and helping them return to 
class feeling refreshed and emotionally supported. 

Joyce Kilmer School is taking meaningful steps to prioritize 
healthy minds. Providing these practices in a school setting 
normalizes conversations about emotional well-being and equips 
students with lifelong skills for coping and self-awareness. 

JOYCE KILMER STUDENTS 
EXPLORE SEL THROUGH HANDS-
ON, HEART-CENTERED ACTIVITIES ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 

GAINS NEW TALENT 
After diligently reviewing numerous 
applications from many outstanding 
candidates, Mahwah Township Public 
Schools is pleased to introduce new 
members to our school community. 
Starting with the 2025-26 school year, 
these newcomers will take over positions 
that opened due to retirement or 
resignation. 

JAMES O’HARA
DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE
James O’Hara has an exceptional understanding 
of elementary and secondary school counseling 
programs. O’Hara comes to Mahwah with 
experience as a high school guidance counselor 
and a K-12 director of guidance/school 
counseling for Rye City School District (N.Y.)  

JODIE CRAFT
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM 
AND INSTRUCTION
Jodie Craft comes to Mahwah with 25 years 
of educational experience. For the past 
seven years, Craft was the principal for Byrd 
Elementary School in Glen Rock. Previously, 
she served as a vice principal for Tenafly Public 
Schools, an elementary teacher and a literacy 
instructional coach.  

CAROLINE KRUEGER
SUPERVISOR OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ARTS, GRADES 6-12; 
PERFORMING ARTS, 9-12  
Caroline Krueger has 27 years of educational 
experience, most recently teaching at Tenafly 
High School. Krueger has held several 
extracurricular and lead-teacher positions, 
which prepared her for the role of a supervisor.  

DID YOU KNOW?
In 2024-25, MHS added 7 more Dual 
Enrollment courses – opportunities 
for high school students to earn 
college credits. Scan the QR code 
to see the complete list of over 30 
Dual Enrollment courses at various 
colleges/universities.
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RRMS and TEEEM partnership develops students’ leadership skills 
HIGHLIGHTS AT RAMAPO RIDGE MS

Ramapo Ridge Middle School’s sixth grade students and 
their teachers launched a partnership with TEEEM, a New 
Jersey-based nonprofit organization led by educators, many 
from Bergen County, that uses lessons and actions to 
teach students about global issues, humanitarianism, and 
leadership. RRMS began to utilize the program in September 
by incorporating it into classroom content and lessons twice a 
month. 

The program connects students with an impoverished 
community as they discover more about the issues others face 
around the world. RRMS selected to learn more about Burkina 
Faso and its need to access clean drinking water. RRMS 

students are learning how TEEEM and the Georgie Badiel 
Foundation build wells to help those in Burkina Faso, as well as 
how they can become part of the solution and make changes 
that better the world. 

Some of the sixth graders engaged in the organization’s 
leadership symposium, and their participation and leadership 
impressed the TEEEM staff. The TEEEM students also hosted 
two fundraisers, a dine-and-donate event at Moe’s restaurant 
and a movie night at the Lafayette Movie Theater, that raised 
almost $4,000. The funds will go towards building a well in 
Burkina Faso.  

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
RRMS continues to build and promote opportunities for students to get involved 
beyond the classroom. Activities include performing arts, clubs, leadership/service 
groups, honor societies, and athletics. This year, cross country and volleyball were added 
to the athletics program, which is now one of the most comprehensive programs in the 
county. RRMS offers soccer, cross country, volleyball, basketball, and track and field. For 
the 2024-25 school year, 412 students, or 67% of the student population, participated 
in at least one activity outside of the classroom. RRMS is committed to increasing 
participation and seeks to foster a connection for every student. 

ANNUAL ART  
SHOW AT TOWN HALL
Gifted and Talented Art students from 
Ramapo Ridge Middle School and 
Joyce Kilmer School curated their work 
for an annual show at Town Hall, which 
ran April 29 through June 3. Featured 
student work reflected a variety of 
media including colored pencil, oil 
pastel, watercolor, acrylic, printmaking, 
clay, and more. Subject matter and 
materials included pencil-drawn 
dog noses, surrealist self-portraits, 
metamorphic drawings, paper layering 
collages and paintings.  

CELEBRATING STUDENT WINS

•	 The RRMS Orchestra earned a Gold 
Rating for its performance at the All 
North Jersey Region 1 JHS Orchestra 
Festival. 

•	 The FORR Club collected donations 
and created goodie bags filled with 
treats, stress-relief items and gift cards 
for the Tomorrows Children’s Fund, 
which helps children with cancer and 
serious blood disorders. 

•	 At the 2025 Future Problem Solving 
State Bowl, RRMS students 
showcased their creativity, teamwork 
and problem-solving skills. In the 
Middle Division, Team Omaba earned 
1st place for its Presentation of Action 

Plan. In the Junior Division, Team 
V.I.A.A.A. earned 1st place for its skits.  

•	 Project Challenge students 
participated in the NJSBF Law Fair 
Competition, and the RRMS team’s 
case “Fire Insurance Fiasco” earned 
1st place in its division. 

•	 The boys basketball team finished 
its season as the no. 1 seed in its 
division. Players battled through an 
incredible playoff run before ceding the 
championship game. 

•	 The RRMS track and field season 
included 114 student-athletes, personal 
bests and broken school records. 

RRMS celebrates the following student achievements
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The MHS robotics team, Robo T-Birds Team 1672, was recognized by the 
NJ State Senate and General Assembly with a Joint Legislative Resolution 

to highlight the team’s success this year and the students’ dedication 
to learning beyond the classroom. The team also won the Rising All-Star 

Award and Innovation in Control Award at its FIRST Robotics competitions. 

Christian Merturi 
First boy from Bergen County to be NJ State Champion Diver. 
Also named The Record’s Athlete of the Week; Committed 
to George Washington University to continue diving at the 
collegiate level.

MHS ATHLETES AND  
ARTISTS MAKE THEIR MARKS!

KUDOS FOR PERFORMING ARTS 
MHS Theater received three nominations for Metropolitan 
High School Theater Awards for its production of “Anything 
Goes.” Nominated: Zachary O’Connell, George Puchalski and 
Evie Kroczynski. 
Thunderbird Indoor Percussion earned Bronze Third 
Place in the U.S. Bands Indoor Percussion Championship 
competition.  

Thunderbird Winter Guard earned 1st Place in the Mid-
Atlantic Indoor Network (MAIN) Winter Guard Show in 
Scholastic Regional Class. 

MHS Symphonic Band earned a Gold Rating and Best 
Woodwind section at the Region I Concert Band Festival. 

MHS String Orchestra earned a Gold Rating in the All North 
Region 1 Orchestra Festival, hosted at Mahwah HS. 

The winter and spring sports seasons saw first-timers, high-scorers, record-busters, 
and other accolades for Thunderbirds and their coaches. Many more details are in 
the Headlines & Features section of HS.mahwah.k12.nj.us. 

20 individual student-athletes received 1st Team All-League 
award recognitions, and 52 individual Varsity athletes received 
Mind-In-Motion awards, earning high honor roll academic status 
during the winter season. 
Brian Appiah scored his 1,000th career point during the 
basketball season. 

Elizabeth Crames recorded her 700th career save in lacrosse, 
breaking the school record. 

Whether by count of points, goals, strike-outs or hits, each of 
these students met an important 100 mark in various sports: 
Jake Buonanno, Michael Branagh, Alexa Cherven, Abigail 
Clark, Kiersten Macri, Cameron Robator, and Tyler Thoelen.

The Girls Bowling Team finished the season as Patriot 
Division Champions. 

IN WINTER SPORTS

CHRISTIAN 
MERTURI 

First boy from 
Bergen County 
to be NJ State 
Champion Diver. 
Also named The 
Record’s Athlete 
of the Week; 
Committed 
to George 
Washington 
University 
to continue 
diving at the 
collegiate level. 

ROBOTICS TEAM 
APPLAUDED
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR GOVERNOR’S 
EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR! 

C   ongratulations to Mahwah Township 
Public Schools’ hardworking 
teachers and educational services 

professionals who were recognized recently 
as Governor’s Educator of the Year recipients. 

The Bergen County Educators of the Year 
program honors exemplary educators who 
have made significant contributions to their 
students, schools,  and profession. The 
program acknowledges excellence, creates 
a sense of pride, and brings attention to the 
work of these individuals.  

Mahwah’s 2025 recipients are: 

Marcy Pestreich first grade teacher at Betsy 
Ross School, 24 years of service 

Nancy Mertz certified school nurse at George 
Washington School, 24 years of service

Brian Donovan fifth grade special education 
teacher at Joyce Kilmer School for math and 
English language arts, 19 years of service 

Kristin Pacelli third grade teacher at Lenape 
Meadows School, 29 years of service 

Donna Conrad special education teacher at 
Ramapo Ridge Middle School, 25 years of service 

Heather Tirino business education teacher at 
Mahwah High School, 13 years of service 

MHS AWARD-WINNING 
PROJECT TEACHES 
ABOUT BLACK BEAR RISK

M   ahwah High School 
students took  
award-winning action 

to educate children and reduce 
the risks involved with bear 
encounters, which have been 
increasing in Mahwah.  

Through the MHS Community 
Problem Solving (CmPS) 
course, students assembled 
teaching tools and shared those 
with more than 100 nature 
reserves, elementary schools, 
and libraries – places that bring 
together children and nature. 

The centerpiece of that collection is the self-published 
book The Adventures of Bergen the Bear, by sophomores 
Katherine Jedynak and Mary Eggers. The CmPS project 
encourages the use of the book to introduce the topic of 
being “bear aware,” with teaching tools to extend the learning. 

The project won first place in the senior division at the State 
Future Problem Solving Bowl in March, leading students to 
Bloomington, Ind., for international-level competition in June.  

The Adventures of Bergen the Bear follows a young bear on 
his adventure to find mama bear. Throughout his journey, 
Bergen the Bear interacts with and teaches people how 
to become more “bear aware.” Sophomore, Riley Kim, 
illustrated the bear’s travels. 


