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EARLY CHILDHOOD
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Presented by ECAC Committee
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OUR TEAM

e Cindy Vouthas-Maza, ECAC Chair

e Jillian Romero, Principal

e Vera Csizmadia, Preschool Coach

e Barbara Diaz, Professor In Residence
e Nicole Ostuni, Instructor

e Michelle Martini, Literacy Coach

e Danielle Bruno, Title I Interventionist
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ATTENDANCE

e All three groups, Pre-K3, Pre-K4 & K show improvement in reducing chronic absenteeism.
e Pre-K4 had the highest absenteeism rate last year (2023-2024) at 9.3%, but also showed
the most significant reduction, down 3.1 percentage points from 2024-2025.

e Pre-K3 and Kindergarten also demonstrated meaningful declines, indicating positive

trends in attendance across early childhood levels.

indergarten consistently had the lowest rates of chronic absenteeism in both years,

ggesting stronger attendance patterns among this age group.
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Attendance Con’t

Chronic Attendance Early Warning
System Data Source

Prior vear attendance data % of students
Chronically Absent

MNotes

23-24 Pre-K-3 Absenteecism Data 8.9% 24-25 Data shows improvement: 6.2%
23-24 Pre-K-4 Absentecism Data 9.3% 24-25 Data shows improvement: 6.2%
23-24 Kindergarten Absenteeism Data 6.3% 24-25 Data shows improvement: 4.5%
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CURRICULUM UPDATES

e Preschool Kickstart Literacy to build phonemic awareness, vocabulary & phonics.

e Kindergarten Two-Strand Approach: CKLA employs a distinctive structure that develops
both foundational reading skills and background knowledge. Focuses on phonics, decoding,
handwriting, spelling, and grammar—key components for learning how to read and write.
Skills: Builds students' content knowledge in areas such as history, science, literature, and

the arts through rich read-alouds and engaging discussions.
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HOUSING SURVEY

The survey inquired about parents’ current housing situations, including rent costs, homeownership,
access to affordable housing, the threat of eviction, and participation in social service programs.
Overall, most residents reported feeling secure in their housing. However, the lack of atfordable

ousing remains a notable concern within the community.
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ANNUAL SCHOOL
PLAN

e Goal #1: Effective Instruction - Curriculum

e Goal #2: Assessment & Data - Data Committee

e Goal #3: Social-Emotional - Attendance and Recognition

e Goal #4: Climate & Culture - Nurtured Heart Approach
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Bergen County Events

/\/Events & Resources Q/

Bergen County 700
Bergen County Kids Events

Bergen County Playgrounds & Parks

5 Weeks for children between
the ages of 5 & 10 years old

Register Online: https.//palisadesparkrec.com/form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT MARY TERRANOVA
AT ppsummercamp2023@gmail.com


https://www.mybergen.com/local-events-calendar-nj-northern-new-jersey-bergen-county/
https://www.mybergen.com/bergen-county-zoo-open/
https://www.mybergen.com/10-bergen-county-kids-events-you-should-know-about/
https://www.mybergen.com/10-bergen-county-kids-events-you-should-know-about/
https://www.mybergen.com/bergen-county-parks-and-playgrounds/
https://www.mybergen.com/bergen-county-parks-and-playgrounds/
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CONCLUSION

Workshops and sessions to support family engagement, student learning, and behavior strategies.

Ongoing tracking of student attendance with targeted outreach and support for at-risk families.

Creative Curriculum Kickstart phonics component for preschool

Partnering with local churches and businesses to provide resources, outreach, and support for
families.

ur school Instagram page is now actively monitored by Mrs. Ostuni—tollow along for highlights,

repx| s, and community celebrations!

e value your voice and invite you to join our school committee. Help us shape future initiatives,

share ideas, and strengthen our school community. Your involvement makes a difference!
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Questions?

THANK YOU

IS
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