
‭May 2025‬

‭Dear Parents/Guardians,‬

‭We are excited to announce the dates of next year’s annual 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C.!  The trip is an important‬
‭part of the 8th grade curriculum and will take place‬‭October 7-9, 2025‬‭.  Our trip director, Mr. Forney,‬‭has been busy‬
‭planning the logistics of the trip.  Students will visit the Gettysburg battlefield and tour our nation’s capital, including‬
‭Smithsonian museums, a dinner cruise on the Potomac River, and numerous historic sites.  The cost of next year’s trip will‬
‭be‬‭$570.00‬‭.  This includes all expenses with the exception‬‭of souvenirs.  We hope that this advance notification of the cost‬
‭provides families with ample time to plan for this expense.  Parents are strongly encouraged to attend our‬‭8th Grade‬
‭Open House/D.C. Informational Meeting on Wednesday, August 20th at 6:30 PM‬‭in the Normandy Auditorium‬‭,‬
‭where specific details about the trip will be shared.  We ask that you review the information below prior to attending.‬

‭Behavioral expectations - before and during the trip‬
‭The Washington, D.C. trip is a privilege, not a requirement, for our students.  We reserve the right to remove this‬
‭privilege from a student if there is a pattern of misconduct or severe misconduct while in school prior to the trip.‬
‭We must be able to trust our students while in D.C.  A pattern of school attendance issues could also result in a‬
‭student being removed from the trip.  Removal from the trip after payment may result in no refund being given.‬
‭Our Hillside students are representing their school as well as their communities while visiting our nation’s capital.‬
‭Exercising common sense and smart, positive decision-making will alleviate most problems.  Remember, the students are‬
‭participating in an educational field trip.  Good school dress is recommended.‬ ‭Slacks such as‬‭Khakis,‬‭Dockers,‬
‭corduroys‬‭, et cetera are highly recommended for girls‬‭and boys.‬ ‭Pants must be neat and clean with no rips,‬‭tears,‬
‭holes, or patches.‬ ‭Shirts with collars (polo shirts),‬‭turtlenecks, and sweaters are acceptable.‬ ‭T-shirts‬‭are not permitted.‬
‭High-heeled shoes are not permitted.‬ ‭Sandals and‬‭flip-flops are not permitted.  Pajamas, “sagging/baggy” pants,‬
‭shorts, athletic pants, or skorts‬‭are‬‭not‬‭permitted‬‭to be worn during touring.  Girls may wear capri pants and boys may‬
‭wear Khaki/Dockers-type Bermuda shorts to the knee.  Comfortable, clean‬‭tennis shoes‬‭are suitable and‬‭recommended.‬
‭Outdoor coats or jackets, umbrellas, and waterproof ponchos are strongly recommended.‬

‭Trip Refund Policy‬
‭Due to the number of prepaid expenses associated with the trip, any cancellation on the part of the family, or any removal‬
‭from the trip due to the student’s failure to comply with the previously identified behavioral and/or attendance‬
‭expectations will receive a refund as follows:‬

‭On or before September 8, 2025:‬ ‭Full refund‬
‭After September 8, 2025:‬ ‭$60.00 refunded‬

‭Please discuss these behavioral expectations with your student when making your decision regarding his or her attendance‬
‭on this trip.‬

‭We are optimistic that next year’s Washington, D.C. trip will be a tremendous learning experience as well as a memory of‬
‭a lifetime for our students.  We look forward to seeing you on August 20th!  In the meantime, if you have any questions‬
‭regarding the trip, please contact Mr. Forney at‬‭forneyw@parmacityschools.org‬‭.‬

‭Please see the enclosed calendar of important deadlines.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭William Forney, Trip Director‬

‭Michelle Cook, Principal‬
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