
Maret Rising 7th Grade Summer Reading 2025 
 

History REQUIRED Reading 

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy livng in 1930s 
Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her 
country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by 
violence and destruction, embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, 
discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 

 

English REQUIRED Reading 

On the Block: Stories of Home (hard copy you can bring to school preferred) 
 

 

Published in partnership with We Need Diverse Books, this anthology features 
award-winning authors Tracey Baptiste, David Bowles, Adrianna Cuevas, Sayantani 
DasGupta, Debbi Michiko Florence, Adam Gidwitz, Erin Entrada Kelly, Minh Lê, 
Ellen Oh, Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, Andrea Wang, and Jasmine Warga. 
These inspiring stories celebrate family, friendship, culture, and American immigrant 
life today. 

 

AND choose one of these fiction and nonfiction books 

 

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga 
Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all 
the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming 
volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. Everything 
in America seems too fast and too loud but also brings unexpected surprises — 
there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude just might 
try out for. Maybe America is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is. 



 

King and the Dragonflies by Kacen Callender 
Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure his brother Khalid has turned into a 
dragonfly. When Khalid unexpectedly passed away, King wishes he could talk with 
his best friend, Sandy Sanders. But just days before he died, Khalid told King to end 
their friendship, so he did. When Sandy goes missing and King finds his former best 
friend hiding in a tent, he agrees to help Sandy escape from his abusive father. As 
King's friendship with Sandy is reignited, he's forced to confront questions about 
himself and the reality of his brother's death. 
 

 

Rolling Warrior by Judith Heumann 
Judy Heumann was only 5 years old when she was first denied her right to attend 
school. Paralyzed from polio and raised by her Holocaust-surviving parents in New 
York City, Judy shares her journey of battling for equal access in an unequal world 
— from fighting to attend grade school after being described as a “fire hazard” 
because of her wheelchair, to suing the New York City school system for denying 
her a teacher’s license because of her disability.  

 

Mexikid by Pedro Martín 
Pedro Martín has grown up hearing stories about his abuelito—his legendary 
crime-fighting grandfather who was once a part of the Mexican Revolution! But that 
doesn’t mean Pedro is excited at the news that Abuelito is coming to live with their 
family. After all, Pedro has 8 brothers and sisters and the house is crowded enough! 
Still, Pedro piles into the Winnebago with his family for a road trip to Mexico to bring 
Abuelito home, and what follows is the trip of a lifetime, one filled with laughs and 
heartache. Along the way, Pedro finally connects with his abuelito and learns what it 
means to grow up and find his grito. 

 


