
 

Mountainside Board of Education 
Meeting Highlights 

March 17, 2020 
 

This newsletter provides a monthly         
summary of discussions and actions         
taken at the Mountainside Board of           
Education meetings. 
 
These are not the official minutes. Please             
check our website for the official           
minutes and additional information. 
 
Our meetings are recorded and can be             
viewed on our website or on Channel 35. 

Mountainside School District Board of Education 
James Ruban, Jr. (President), Dana Guidicipietro (Vice President) 

Bill Dillon, Dante Gioia, , Jordan Hyman,  
Candice Schiano, Carmine Venes 

Administrative Team 
Janet Walling, Superintendent of Schools  
Raymond Slamb, Business Administrator 

  Kimberly Richards, Principal - Deerfield School 
Suzanne Jenks, Principal – Beechwood School 
Sheri Rouleau, Supervisor of Special Services 

 

Action Items Action Taken 
Approval of 

Minutes 
BOE approved minutes for: 
● February  25, 2020  Regular and Executive Sessions 

Superintendent’s 
Report 

● Mrs. Walling presented the preliminary budget for the 20/21 school year. She also                         
commented on the implementation of the first days of distance learning instruction.                       
She complimented the staff and administration for their work in ensuring a smooth                         
roll out of instruction for all students. 

BH Liaison Report  ● None 
Administration 

 
As recommended by the Superintendent, the BOE approved: 
● HIB incidents dated 2/24/20; Beechwood and Deerfield February 2020 Safety and                     

Security Drills. 
Budget and 

Finance 
 

BOE approved​: 
As certified by the Board Secretary: 
Budget transfers revised for January; Budget transfers for February; Payment of the Bill                         
List; Reports of the Board Secretary February 2020. 
 
As recommended by the Superintendent, the BOE approved: 
● The tentative preliminary budget for the 2020-2021 school year including a                     

maximum travel expenditure amount set at $16,500, public hearing on the final                       
budget will be held on 4/28/20 at Beechwood; the use of $98,412 Banked Cap;                           
withdrawal of $50,000 from capital reserves for repair of Deerfield girls’ locker room                         
pipe repair; $105,000 withdrawal from tuition reserves for 20/21 tuition                   
expenditures; Dr. Ronald Frank to provide School Physician Services for $2,250 for                       
the 20/21 school year; contract with GovConnection to purchase technology                   
partially funded by PTO in the amounts of $54,348.25 and $15,810.40; the BOE                         
entered agreement with Master Special Ed. Tuition Agreement with Educational                   
Services Commission of NJ; Cooperative Pricing Agreement with Hunterdon Cty. Ed.                     
Services Commission; Acceptance of $17,000 grant from Watts Foundation for                   
specific uses; Golden Arrow Transportation for spring sports;  School District Travel.  

 

 



Personnel 
 

As recommended by the Superintendent, BOE approved: 
● Acceptance of the retirement of Elena Bentey, effective July 1, 2020; Acceptance of                         

the retirement of Laurie Wilson, effective July 1, 2020; the revised unpaid Family                         
Leave of Janelle Lauterbach from April 13 - May 1, returning to work May 4, 2020;                               
the revised dates for Judith Wargaski, Gr. 1 long term replacement, through May 5,                           
2020; the revised dated for Lauren Hall, Special Ed. long term replacement,                       
through March 31, 2020; revised step and salary of Christina Borris, p/t                       
Speech-Language Therapist, to $24,327.20 (40% of $60,818), Step 3 MA+30,                   
effective March 16 to June 18, 2020, pending paperwork​. 

Curriculum 
 

As recommended by the ​Superintendent​, BOE approved: 
 

Date  Destination  Grade  Teacher in 
Charge 

Estimated Cost 

5/29/20  N/S 
Middletown 
HS, Six Flags 

Festival & 
Competition 

6-8 Band/ 
Chorus 

Wise 
Rosenblum 

$3000 - pd. by MEF 
$7,500 - pd. by students 
$33 - fundraising 

total:  $10, 533 

5/28/20   Linden 
Lanes 

6  Barkin  $675 – pd. by MEF 
$680 - bus pd. by MEF 

Total:  $1,355 
6/10/20 
*revised 

date 

Broadway 
Show & 

Olive 
Garden 

8  Rosenblum  $2,850 - pd. by MEF 
$13,479.45 - pd. by students 
$2,300 - bus pd. by 
students 

 
Policy  BOE had the first reading of the following policies: 

8210  School Year  Revised/Mandated 
8220  School Day  Revised/Mandated 
8462  Reporting Potentially Missing or Abused Children  Revised/Mandated 
5330  Administration of Medication  Revised/Mandated 

 
BOE had second reading and adoption of the following policies:   

8600  Student Transportation  Revised/Mandated 
 

Old Business  ● none 

New Business  ● none 

Committee Reports  ● none 

  Public 
Participation 

● none 

Our website: ​www.mountainsideschools.org 

Please contact the office of the Mountainside Board of Education 
 for additional information or if you have any questions:  ​908-232-3232. 

http://www.mountainsideschools.org/

