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Wish for Wheels came to McMeen Elementary in October 2024 to gift bicycles to the entire
second grade class. Many McMeen Elementary families are focused on meeting their children’s
basic needs, which means bicycles are often out of reach for these children. When the students
received their new bikes, their excitement was overwhelming. For many of them, it was their very
first bike! Their excitement was contagious; the Wish For Wheels volunteers shared that this was
one of their most heartwarming donations. I took photographs to capture the joy of the students,
staff and volunteers.

The following photographs were each published in one or more of the following in October 2024:

e McMeen Elementary's staff newsletter.

e McMeen Elementary’s website.

e McMeen Elementary’s Facebook page.

e The McMeen Parent Teacher Organization’s Instagram page.
Photographs

Photograph 1 Photograph 4 Photograph 7
Photograph 2 Photograph 5 Photograph 8
Photograph 3 Photograph 6 Photograph 9

Audience

The audience for these photographs varied slightly based on the platform:

e The audience for the_staff newsletter was McMeen Elementary staff. I shared the pictures
with staff so they could reflect on the event and relive the joy.

e The audience for the social media posts (McMeen Elementary's Facebook page and the
McMeen Parent Teacher Organization’s Instagram page) was the McMeen community, which
is composed of McMeen students’ family members, McMeen staff, donors, and parents of
prospective students. The social media audience also included the Wish For Wheels
community, which is composed of Wish For Wheels supporters, volunteers, staff, donors, and
recipients. I shared the pictures on social media to make the McMeen community aware of the
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event and its success, so they could get a sense of the amazing things happening at McMeen.
Sharing the photos on social media allowed me to thank the Wish For Wheels team for
volunteering at McMeen and donating the bikes; I wanted them to see how thrilled our
students were with the bikes.

e The audience for the website post was the McMeen community, which is composed of
McMeen students’ family members, McMeen staff, donors, parents of prospective students,
etc). Like the social media posts, I shared the pictures on our website to make the McMeen
community aware of the event and its success, so they could get a sense of the amazing things
happening at McMeen.

Message/Purpose

The purpose of publishing these photographs was to celebrate the success of the Wish For Wheels
event. The event was successful because the volunteers were helpful and happy to be there, and all
second graders excitedly received new bikes. These images show this success by highlighting:

e The happiness and excitement of the students who received bikes (see photos 2-9 where
students have joyful expressions of smiles or silly faces).

e That many students received bikes (see photo 1 which shows the amount of bikes lined up to
be given to students).

e How the Wish For Wheels volunteers were helpful and attentive (see photos 2, 3,4, 6,8, 9
which show volunteers helping students ride bikes, put on helmets and select their bikes).

An additional purpose of the Facebook and Instagram posts was to thank Wish For Wheels for
volunteering their time and donating their bikes to McMeen Elementary. The image captions posted
on Facebook and Instagram emphasize this gratitude.
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Response

The photographs received an overall positive response:

The Eacebook post reached 208 individuals and had 435 views and 22 likes. It performed much better
than other McMeen Elementary Facebook posts (see chart below).
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The Instagram post is the highest performing post on that page so far. It had a reach of 134 users,
and had 278 views, 25 likes and 2 shares.

The website post had 15 page views (12 of which were unique viewers). Viewers spent an average of
36 seconds on the page.

Brand Identity

DPS brand guidelines state that “[p]hotography in DPS collateral should have a distinct style that
emphasizes color and evokes emotion. Photographers should look for color opportunities that give
images a ‘standout’ quality and provide a sense of depth. It is preferred to have a variety of both wide-
and close-framed shots. Subjects, which may be candid or posed, should project a positive, engaging
feeling. Overall, images should feel fresh, vibrant and energetic. It is important that photos highlight
the diversity of our DPS community.”

These images meet these standards in the following ways:

e The photographs use bright colors that provide a sense of depth (see photos 1-9 which include
bright green helmets and blue bikes).
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e The photographs demonstrate a variety of wide and close frames (see photos 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 for
wide frames and photos 6, 7, 9 for close frames).

e The photographs are positive, engaging and energetic (see photos 2-9 which capture smiles,
silly faces, and movement).

e The photographs highlight the diversity of McMeen Elementary by featuring students with a
range of genders and ethnicities.

Conclusion

These photographs sparked joy in my audiences; people loved seeing the excitement on students’

faces as they received their very first bicycles. I'm proud of how the photographs helped showcase the
amazing things happening at McMeen Elementary.
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