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I am truly grateful to welcome you to the 2025 ELEVATE 
Gala. Tonight, we come together as a community that 
stands with our students and educators, reflecting the 
strength and unity that make Cherry Creek Schools so 
special. 

Our journey isn’t about heroics – it’s about genuine 
partnership. For over three decades, your steady support 
has helped shape our public schools, contributing more 
than $14 million to our shared mission. Every donation, 
every word of encouragement, and every kind act 
reminds us that when we unite, nothing is out of reach. 

We stand with our schools, educators, students, and 
families, working together to create a place where every 
young person feels seen, heard, and valued. As you 
enjoy tonight’s event, I hope you’ll take pride in knowing 
that your generosity is making a real difference in the 
places we call home. It fuels programs that spark curiosity, 
supports educators who light the way, and builds a 
community where every student can dream big and thrive.

Thank you for your heartfelt dedication and for being 
an essential part of our Cherry Creek Schools family. 
Together, we’ll continue to build a future that is rich with 
opportunity, understanding, and shared success.

With deep gratitude,

Valencia Culbreath  
Board Chair, Cherry Creek Schools Foundation

Message from the 
Foundation Board Chair



Welcome
Amisha Singh, CCSF Board Member

Jayda Ward, senior at Eaglecrest High School

National Anthem
Cherokee Trail High School’s

Jazz Choir, CutTime

Announcements
Valencia Culbreath, CCSF Board Chair

Dinner

A Legacy of Impact
Honoring Jill Henden, former CCSF Executive Director

Student Performance
Eaglecrest High School, “9 to 5”

Superintendent’s Address
Superintendent Christopher Smith

Live Auction
Halie Behr, Fundaneer at Behr Benefits

Empowering Educators
Video Presentation

Q & A with Educator Initiative Grant recipients

Paddle Raise
Halie Behr, Fundaneer at Behr Benefits

Closing Remarks
Amisha Singh, CCSF Board Member

Jayda Ward, senior at Eaglecrest High School

Program



Eric’s Sunrise Spinach Salad
(vegetarian, gluten-free)

Spinach, Radicchio and Frisee, Sunflower Seeds, Roasted 
Pepitas, Dried Cherries, Fresh Citrus Segments, Goat 

Cheese Served with Blood Orange Vinaigrette

Herb Roasted Chicken Breast
(dairy-free, gluten-free)

Served with Wild Mushroom Demi Roasted Tomatoes, 
Roasted Fingerling Potatoes, Veggie Medley - Broccolini, 

Zucchini, Beans, Squash

Seared Cauliflower Steak
(vegan, gluten-free, dairy-free)

Served with Vegetable Quinoa, Garbanzos, Dinosaur Kale 
on Red Pepper Coulis

New York Cheesecake
Served with sprinkled Mint Crystals, Sliced Strawberries, 

Strawberry Coulis, and a White Chocolate Straw and Wafer

Flourless Chocolate Cake (GF)
(gluten-free, dairy-free)

Served with Strawberry Coulis, Sliced Strawberries, and a 
White Chocolate Straw 

Please notify your server of any dietary restrictions or allergies
to ensure a pleasant dining experience.

Menu



Set sail on Tru North, a stunning 
luxury yacht, with seven of your 
favorite people to enjoy a sailing 
vacation like no other!

A seven-night stay aboard Tru North includes four elegant 
private estate cabins that can sleep up to eight, along 
with top-tier amenities. This all-inclusive package features 
custom dining created by a private chef as well as alcoholic 
beverages and non-alcoholic beverages.

Sailing out of St. Thomas, this package also includes endless 
water activities that accompany a custom experience to 
match your guests’ dreams.
This $55,000 value is sure to be an unforgettable 
experience of barefoot luxury!

Learn more at
TruNorthYachting.com

Donor: Kacy and Ed Adams 
Value: $55,000
Exclusions: Not available during mid-September and mid-
October 2025 or December 20, 2025 - January 10, 2026.
Expiration: Must be booked by March 2026

TruNorth Yacht Custom Experience
Live

Auction



Private Chef Experience

Donor: Albert Gonzales, Jr. & Track Down LLC

Enjoy a private chef experience in 
the comfort of your home with the 
renowned Chef Albert Gonzales, the 
“Magician in the Kitchen.”

Treat 8-10 guests to a five-star meal 
- whether it’s sushi, Italian, French, or 
your favorite cuisine!

A truly priceless evening of gourmet 
indulgence, tailored just for you.

Cheer on the Denver Broncos with 
four (4) lower-level tickets to a 2025 
home game at Empower Field at 
Mile High!
This package includes a premium 
gameday parking pass for hassle-
free access.

Donor: Denver Broncos Community Impact Department
Value: $1,000
Exclusions: Package does not include food and beverage, 
transportation, travel, or accommodations. Game must be 
selected by July 1, 2025 - pick your perfect matchup!

Live
Auction

Denver Broncos ExperienceLive
Auction



Donor: Scott Amerman, AEG; Hyatt Regency DTC; 
Shanahan’s
Value: $1,300
Exclusions: Subject to availability, expires 12/31/25.

Enjoy a night on the town with 
dinner, a concert, and a hotel stay!
This package includes 4 Club Seats 
to a 2025 AEG Presents show at 
Fiddler’s Green Amphitheatre. Savor 
a luxurious dining experience before 
the show with a $200 gift card to 
Shanahan’s, then relax with a one-
night stay at the Hyatt DTC, including 
breakfast for two and parking. 
The ultimate Denver night out -- 
music, luxury, and fine dining!

Dinner & Concert Staycation in DTCLive
Auction

Special Thanks

Cherokee Trail High School, Eaglecrest High School, 
Independence Elementary, Overland High School, and Smoky 

Hill High School for their contributions to this event.

And a special thank you to Jill Henden, whose thirteen years 
of exceptional service to the Cherry Creek Schools Foundation 

made an immeasurable impact. Her legacy, inspiration, and 
values will live on in our organization for years to come.



Your Support, Your Impact
The Cherry Creek Schools Foundation is proud to support 
students, staff, and families in multiple ways, including mental 
health programs, basic essentials, and more. 

This evening, we are honored to share some of the Educator 
Initiative Grant programs from the 2024-25 school year and how 
they’ve made a positive impact in our community.

Strumming Stars

“Putting quality instruments in 
the hands of kids is one of the 
most powerful things we can do 
to foster creativity, confidence, 
and a sense of belonging.”

Angela Howard, music teacher
Independence Elementary

Diverse Books

“I told my students I was going to 
buy more books for our classroom 
at a thrift store. Immediately, I 
had enthusiastic and eager book 
recommendations! My students 
shared titles that were interesting 
and relevant to them.”

Maddy Brown, 2nd grade teacher
Red Hawk Ridge Elementary



192
grants 
awarded

55
schools and 
programs

$193,644
invested in 
the future

See grants in action!

Cooking for 
Independence

“I want my students to learn the 
life skills of cooking, including 
hand-washing, following a recipe, 
and basic food preparation skills. 
This will allow my students the 
ability to guide and direct their 
own independence and self-
sufficiency into adulthood.”

Felice Vanden Oever, severe needs teacher
Fox Hollow Elementary

Drone Race 
Championships

“When last year’s professional 
drone championship sold out 
within a day, we wanted to offer a 
dedicated scholastic event to allow 
both novice and experienced pilots 
a place to showcase their skills.”

Dan Cornell, CTE & multimedia teacher
Smoky Hill High School

2024-25 School Year



​​​​​​Valencia Culbreath, Chair 
Pete Stavenger, Past Chair 

Jennifer Feingold, Vice Chair
Ben Burrows, Treasurer 
Zacary Tardiff, Secretary 

Anne Egan, Cherry Creek Schools Board of Education 
Christopher Smith, Cherry Creek Schools 

Superintendent 
Jennifer Newman, Parents’ Council 

Todd Bass
Shana Dinner de Vaca 

Crystal Eustis
Adam George 

Charles Gilford III 
Piper Knoll 

Tara Joseph-Labrie
Melissa Mayes 

Lisa Mixon
Jeanne Oh Kim, MD 

Matthew Propst 
Amisha Singh, DDS 

Amy Staley
Stephanie Stein 
Tina Suneja, MD 

Ryan Tully

Jordan Evins, Development Director
Leslie Franklin, Operations Coordinator

Aimee MacDonald, Program and Event Manager
Heather Tinley, Strategic Communications Coordinator

CCSF Board of Directors

CCSF Staff



Thank you to our Community Champions

*Sponsorships as of March 14

BUILDING COLORADO’S FUTURE

Y O U R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P A R T N E R

Alpine Bank • BC Interiors • Butler Snow • Credit Union of Colorado • Cuningham Group
Hilltop Securities • J.P. Morgan • Os Schools • Piper Sandler & Co.

Thank you to our Table Purchasers
Anne and Shaun Egan • Brian and Lindsay Rooney • CCSD Assessment & Performance 

Analytics Team • CCSD Human Resources • CCSD Equity, Culture and Community 
Engagement Team • Cherry Creek Innovation Campus and Career & Technical Education • 

Heritage Elementary School



CCSDFoundation.org

Support the next generation 
of learners and leaders:

For over 30 years, the Cherry Creek Schools Foundation has 
helped students dream bigger, learn more, and reach their full 
potential. 

Now, we’re ensuring that impact lasts for generations…

The Cherry Creek Schools Foundation Endowment is a 
permanent fund that will provide lasting support for our 
students, public schools, and educators. By growing this fund, 
we can ensure that no matter what challenges arise, every 
child in Cherry Creek Schools will have access to life-changing 
opportunities for generations to come.

Empowering Students for Years to Come
Your support today is more than a gift – it’s an investment in the 
future. A strong endowment means more funding for classroom 
innovation, teacher grants, and essential programs that may not 
always be fully covered by state or district budgets.
By contributing to the endowment, you are creating a legacy of 
opportunity for every student, in every school.

Join Us in Securing the Future

Contact:
Jordan Evins, Director of Development
jevins@cherrycreekschools.org  |  720.554.4429

Your Legacy. Their Bright Future.

Together, we can build a future where 
every Cherry Creek student has the 
opportunities they deserve – today, 
tomorrow, and for years to come.


