
AP Literature and Composition Summer Assignment 
 

​ Welcome to AP Lit! I  know you must be excited about your upcoming senior year ahead: the challenges 
of college applications, the excitement of prom, and the last experiences of your high school career. I am glad 
that I get to be a part of that year, and I too look forward to the challenges of helping you prepare for college 
and beyond. The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course itself is a rigorous survey of some of 
the world’s most brilliant authors and seeks to prepare you with the skills necessary to understand them. This 
course is designed to expand your analytical and close-reading skills, improve your composition, and open your 
eyes to new forms of expression. Hopefully, you will discover new writing that you really enjoy in the process. 
 
​ One of the most important things to understand about this class is that the course is what you put into 
it. Appreciating and understanding literature revolves around effective discussion, and when students are 
prepared for class discussion, the whole atmosphere of the class changes. If you do the reading carefully, you 
will enjoy the class more, get more out of it, and be more successful. I promise not to overload you with my 
expectations, but I expect that you will meet the challenges that I know you are capable of. I want to hear your 
voice this year, and I want that voice to be informed.  
 
In anticipation of next year’s class, you will be reading two different novels this summer. 
​  

●​ REQUIRED: 
○​ A Raisin in the Sun  by Lorraine Hansberry 

■​ If you do not have access to the book, you can access full texts online for 
free: 

■​ https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_s
un_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf 

○​ The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
 
Note to NEHS Students: The NEHS Advisory Council, with the help of Chapter Advisors from around the 
world, has selected two texts as the 2025-2026 Common Readers: Angie Cruz’s How Not to Drown in a Glass 
of Water (2022) and Matt Haig’s The Midnight Library (2020). 
Students in the NEHS will be required to read one of these novels and respond to a future essay topic that will 
be released in October through NEHS and they will be due in January. While this is not part of your required 
summer reading, I do suggest you add one to your TBR this summer! 
 
 Link to NEHS common readers 
 
 
We will be looking at these novels in terms of their literary merit. What counts as literary merit, you ask? I’m 
not going to tell you. As you read, you should actively be seeking to answer that very question: What is 
literature, really? To prepare for the beginning of the year, you will be completing a “one-pager” and two essays 
on the above novels. 

 

https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://nehs.us/about-us/advisory-council-nehs-central-office-team/
https://bookshop.org/lists/nehs-common-readers-2025-2026
https://bookshop.org/lists/nehs-common-readers-2025-2026
https://bookshop.org/lists/nehs-common-readers-2025-2026
https://nehs.us/for-students/common-readers/


 
Essays: You must do both 

 
A Raisin in the Sun-due  Aug 1, 2025

It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider how 
this statement applies to a character from a novel or play. Select a character that has deliberately 
sacrificed, surrendered, or forfeited something in a way that highlights that character’s values. Then 
write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the particular sacrifice illuminates the 
character’s values and provides a deeper understanding of the meaning of the work as a whole.  
 
In your response you should do the following:  
• Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation. 
• Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.  
• Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.  
• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument 

 
The Kite Runner-due  Sep 1, 2025

In many works of literature, characters choose to reinvent themselves for significant reasons. They may 
wish to separate from a previous identity, gain access to a different community, disguise themselves 

from hostile forces, or express a more authentic sense of self. Either from your own reading or from the 
following list, choose a work of fiction in which a character intentionally creates a new identity. Then, in 
a well-written essay, analyze how the character’s reinvention contributes to an interpretation of the work 

as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 

In your response you should do the following:  
• Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation. 
• Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.  
• Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.  
• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument 

 



 
Novel one-pager: 

Using your knowledge of The Kite Runner or A Raisin in the Sun you will create a one-pager that demonstrates 
your understanding and analysis of the text in a creative and colorful way. Google “one-pagers” to see 

examples. 
Requirements: 

❖​ Blank computer paper or one-pager template  
❖​ Should fill the entire page   
❖​ Should be colorful and creative  
❖​ All details should be meaningful  - no fluff 
❖​ Create this in such a way that an outside observer could learn thought-provoking details about the 

story 
❖​ PLEASE remember to include your NAME on the back of your paper!  

 
1.​ Border: What is the meaning of the work as a whole? Images and words (quotes) that show the Meaning 

of the Work 
○​ include this around the border - QUOTE AND YOUR MOTW (meaning of the work) 

 
2.​ Title and author”  Include the author and the title but color it in a way that embodies the color archetypes 

and how they represent the most critical character-the character that is a catalyst for the entire novel. 
3.​ Setting: Describe the relationship between a character and a setting. 

○​ What is the relationship between the aspects (e.g. location, time of day, geography) of a setting 
and a character? 

○​ What is the relationship between a setting's historical time period and a character? 
○​ What is the relationship between the society or culture of a setting and a character (e.g. what is 

the character’s role in the society/culture, to what degree is a character accepted by his or her 
society/culture to what degree does the society/culture esteem a character)? 
Use the significance of the setting to create the background of your one-pager 
 

4.​ Three or more important quotations from the text - at least one should support the meaning of the work 
as a whole. 

5.​ Images and/or doodled words that represent key characters from the text and how they change, how they 
influence others, or something else significant about them. 

6.​ Image and quotation that showcase a strong metaphor or other prominent examples of figurative 
language. 

 
 



One-pager is due to me the first week of school. You can bring them to school from September 6-9. 
I am staggering the due dates so that the entire assignment is not due at once. The essay for A Raisin in the Sun 
by Lorraine Hansberry is due by August 1, 2025. The essay for The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini will be due 
on September 1. Please submit your essays to turnitin.com and Google Classroom.  
 
Turnitin 
Mrs. Hilburn’s Class: ​
Class ID: 48897720 
Enrollment Key: bears 
 
Join Google Classroom today: czsrekhr  
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email me at the following: 
 
Mrs. Hilburn: ahilburn@bergenfield.org 
 
 
 

 

http://turnitin.com
mailto:ahillburn@bergenfield.org


AI POLICY  
2025-0226 

- adapted from Johns Hopkins Keiger School of Arts and Sciences 
 
ChatGPT is new and educators are still figuring out how to use it.  
This policy will evolve over time. 
 
If you use chatGPT you must keep records of everything you asked it to do, you must improve chatGPT’s 
answer at least once, and you must append an AI report to your paper (details are in each paragraph).  
 
1. Don’t use it at all. Write your assignments as you normally would.  
 
Before doing 2 and 3, please read this guide by Ethan Mollick, a Penn professor, about what AI can and 
can’t do.  
 
2. Have chatGPT write a “first draft” of your essay for you. Ask it to improve the essay (i.e. iterate) at least 
once. Then *edit it/correct it and add to it*. This can look like: adding particular literary details/examples, 
adding specific symbolism, or adding other literary techniques the author uses in their work.  
In your response, include both what chatGPT wrote and what you wrote. The part that *you write* must total 
500 words, you must make it clear with formatting what you’ve written and what it’s written (for instance, by 
using contrasting colors) and you must include an extra paragraph at the end explaining your process, 
including the prompts you used. Please do not have chatGPT write a first draft, and then rearrange a few 
sentences and say you wrote it. That is plagiarism.  
 
3. Have chatGPT write an essay. Ask it to improve the essay (i.e. iterate) at least once. Then write a separate 
response to that essay. As in “ChatGPT writes the plant represents growth. I largely agree. For instance, [literary 
example]. And I also think this could be interpreted in a different way, such as ____.” In your response, include 
both what chatGPT wrote and what you wrote. In your response, include both what chatGPT wrote and what 
you wrote. The part that *you write* must total 500 words, you must make it clear with formatting what you’ve 
written and what it’s written (for instance, by using contrasting colors) and you must include an extra 
paragraph at the end explaining your process, including the prompts you used. Please do not have 
chatGPT write a first draft, and then rearrange a few sentences and say you wrote it. That is plagiarism.  
 
Do you have other ideas for how to use this tool in a fun and educational way? Let me know! 
 
 Please bear in mind that chatGPT has limits (these I’ve adapted, again, from Ethan Mollick):  
• It often gets facts wrong (please confirm all facts; you’re responsible for the content you submit) 
• It has no judgment. You have judgment. Just because it writes an essay doesn’t make that essay good. You will 
have to work to make it give you something good.  
• There are many things it can’t do: It cannot tell tone or voice. Its writing is formulaic, even if it imitates 
writing styles well.  
 
AND A CAUTIONARY NOTE... This policy requires that everyone in the class use it honestly. The honor code 
still applies, always. Please do not have chatGPT write an essay for you, change a few words, and pass it off as 
your own. If you use it, explain how you use it in detail. If I suspect cheating, I will have to report it to the 
administration, who will then have to summon you for questioning. If this happens I will then have to 
reconsider the policy for the whole class, and we may have to go back to learning assessments without internet 
access (such as handwritten essays). Please don’t use this tool to cut corners. It’s dishonest and it prevents you 
from learning. 
 

https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/the-practical-guide-to-using-ai-to?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email

