
Duchesne Academy 2025 Summer Read 

The Story of More by Hope Jahren 

(Young Readers Edition) 

Vocabulary List  

To be used in partner with the reading guide. 

Part 1: Life 

1. Population – The number of people living in a certain area. 
Hope Jahren discusses how the world's population has grown over time. 

2. Census – An official count of a population. 
Used to measure how many people live in a place. 

3. Immigration – Moving to a new country to live permanently. 
Hope shares how her ancestors immigrated to the U.S. 

4. Global – Involving the entire world. 
Climate change and resource use are global issues. 

Part 2: Food 

5. Agriculture – The practice of farming and growing crops. 
The book explains how modern agriculture has changed the world. 

6. Pesticide – A chemical used to kill insects or pests on crops. 
Hope talks about how pesticides affect the environment. 

7. Fertilizer – A substance that helps plants grow by adding nutrients to the soil. 
Its overuse contributes to pollution. 

8. Processed Food – Food that has been altered for convenience or longer shelf life. 
She explores how processed foods have become common 

Part 3: Energy 

9. Fossil Fuels – Natural fuels like coal, oil, and gas formed from ancient plants and 
animals. 
They’re a major source of energy and pollution. 

10. Electricity – A form of energy that powers lights, machines, and homes. 
Energy use has increased dramatically over time. 

11. Carbon Emissions – Carbon gases released into the air, mostly by burning fossil fuels. 
They contribute to global warming. 

12. Renewable Energy – Energy from natural sources that won’t run out, like wind and solar 
power. 
Jahren discusses it as a solution to climate change. 



 Part 4: Transportation 

13. Infrastructure – The basic systems like roads and bridges needed for a society to 
function. 
Building roads supports transportation, but also affects the environment. 

14. Fuel Efficiency – How far a vehicle can travel using a certain amount of fuel. 
Better fuel efficiency means less pollution. 

15. Commute – To travel back and forth to work or school. 
Hope reflects on how commuting has changed with car culture. 

 Part 5: Stuff 

16. Consumerism – The idea that buying and owning things is important. 
The book critiques how we consume more than we need. 

17. Waste – Unused or thrown-away material. 
Our waste has increased with more consumption. 

18. Recycling – Reusing materials so they don’t go to waste. 
Jahren encourages recycling to reduce our impact. 

 Part 6: Climate 

19. Climate Change – A long-term change in Earth’s temperature and weather patterns. 
The main environmental concern discussed in the book. 

20. Greenhouse Gases – Gases like carbon dioxide that trap heat in the atmosphere. 
They cause Earth’s temperature to rise. 

21. Sustainability – Meeting our needs without harming future generations’ ability to meet 
theirs. 
A key theme in the book’s message. 

 Reflection and Action 

22. Conscious Choice – A decision made with awareness of its impact. 
Hope encourages readers to make conscious choices about food, energy, and waste. 

23. Privilege – An advantage some people have based on where or how they live. 
Jahren discusses how privilege affects consumption patterns. 

24. Responsibility – Being accountable for your actions. 
The final chapters urge young readers to take responsibility for their world.  
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