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Attendance

Alabama law requires that all children between the ages of @ six and (?) seventeen be enrolled
in and attend school. In addition, new state law amendments (Ala. code s. 16-28-16, as
amended by Act 1999-705) provide that all children who choose to enroll in school even if not
of compulsory school age, are subject to the school attendance and truancy laws of the state.
All students should attend school regularly and be punctual for all classes in order to receive
the greatest benefit from the instructional program and develop habits of punctuality, self-
discipline, and individual responsibility. There is a direct relationship between poor attendance
and class failure. Students who have good attendance generally achieve higher grades and
enjoy school more. Students who miss more than 15 total days in a school year are in danger of
becoming "chronically absent" as defined by the state and are at a higher risk of negative
school outcomes. Students who miss as little as two days each month miss an entire year of
instruction over their K-12 school span. This can have a detrimental effect on achievement and
future success. Attendance at school shall be one of the factors considered in determining the
promotion of a student from one grade to another or in any given course.

Parents and guardians are responsible for enrolling their children in school and ensuring that
the children attend school and obey behavior policies adopted by the Board. Parents failing to
enroll students and ensuring their attendance and proper behavior are subject to fines and
imprisonment under state law. State law also requires that all student suspensions from school
must be reported to the local district attorney.

Principals must report to the local superintendent any parent, guardian, or other person having
control or custody of a child who fails to require the child to attend school or receive instruction
by a private tutor, or fails to properly conduct him/herself at school. The Superintendent or
designee is required to report the violators to the district attorney within 10 days.

A. Compulsory Attendance — Every child between the ages of six (6) and seventeen (17)
must attend a public school, private school, church school, or be instructed by a
competent private tutor for the entire length of the school term except that every child
attending a church school is exempt from the requirements of the Code of Alabama
(1975) 16-28-3;16-28-5, provided such child complies with the enrollment and reporting
procedure specified in the Code of Alabama (1975) 16-28-7 of the code. It is the policy
of the Blount County Board of Education that children enrolled in a private school,
church school, or instructed by a private tutor must provide appropriate documentation
to the Superintendent within 10 days after the beginning of school or upon withdrawal
from school or upon residency in Blount County.




B. Absences and Excuses — Every parent, guardian, or other person having control or
charge of any child required to attend public school, private school, or church school,
shall as soon as practical explain the cause of any absence of the child under his control
or charge which was without permission of the teacher. Failure to furnish such
explanation shall be admissible as evidence of such child being a truant with the consent
and connivance of the person in control or charge of the child, unless such person can
show to the reasonable satisfaction of the court that he had no knowledge of such
absence and that he had been diligent in his efforts to secure the attendance of such
child. Code of Alabama (1975) 16-28-15
A good cause or valid excuse, as used in this section, exists when on account of sickness

or other condition attendance was impossible or entirely inadvisable or impracticable or
when, by virtue of the extraordinary circumstances, the absence is generally recognized
as excusable. Code of Alabama (1975) 16-28-13
Students are not permitted to be absent from school without a valid excuse. Absences
will be designated as excused or unexcused. Excused absences will be permitted for the
following reasons:

e Personalillness

e Hospitalization

e Emergency conditions as determined by the principal

e Death in immediate family

e Court subpoena

e Legal quarantine

e Absences approved by the principal prior approval (including military leave of parent or
guardian)
Documentation supporting an excused absence must be submitted within three (3) days
after the student returns to school or the absence will be deemed to be
unexcused. Excessive unexcused absences may result in a loss of academic credit or
referral of the matter to juvenile or other appropriate legal authorities for investigation.
Only seven (7) days or partial days can be excused by parent/doctor notes each

semester as a valid excused absence.

Any absence over seven in a semester will be marked unexcused in the attendance
register. If a student has significant medical diagnosis, parents can submit a Medical
Condition Release Form and a physician’s letter to the school documenting the medical
condition and the necessity of additional absence days. Letters and release forms must
be resubmitted each school year.

Homebound services may be provided for qualified students as determined by the Board
of Education.



Excessive unexcused absences may result in a loss of academic credit or referral of the

matter to juvenile or other appropriate legal authorities for investigation.

Make-up Work — Excused Absences
If a student is absent for any excused reason as defined above, the student shall be

allowed to make up school work missed during said absence or absences. The student
shall be responsible for contacting the teacher or teachers to arrange for make-up work.
Said student shall contact the teacher or teachers to make up work within three (3) days
after returning from said absence.

Make-up Work — Unexcused Absences

Teachers shall not provide make-up work or examinations for students absent for

unexcused reasons.
Academic Incentives — for exceptional attendance
Students may be exempt from semester exams if they have (a) an 85+ average and one

absence or less, or (b) a 90+ average in the class with three absences or less.
Academic Sanctions — for excessive unexcused class absences
Students who exceed eight (8) absences in a semester or sixteen (16) total absences in

a school year will lose course credit and/or be retained.

. Truancy Reporting

Truancy Definition

A parent, guardian, or other person having charge of any child officially enrolled in

Alabama public schools (K-12) shall explain in writing the cause of any and every

absence of the child no later than three (3) school days following return to school. A

failure to furnish such explanation shall be evidence of the child being truant each day

he is absent. Seven (7) unexcused absences within a school year constitute a student

being truant for the purpose of filing a petition with the Court.

All children enrolled in Blount County Schools, whether compulsory school age or not,

are subject to school attendance and truancy laws of the State of Alabama. All cases of

non-enrollment or non-attendance will be investigated by the Blount County Board of

Education Attendance Officer. In cases where there is no valid reason for absence, the

attendance officer will give written notice to the parent, guardian, or other person

having control of the child to require attendance of the child within three days of the

date of the notice. If the absence is found to be without valid excuse or reason and

intentional, the attendance officer shall be required to bring criminal prosecution

against the parent, guardian, or other person having control of the child.

(16-28-16 Code of Alabama Effective July 1, 2000.)

1) 1% Truancy/Unexcused Absence (warning)

e Parent/guardian shall be notified (by memo or phone notification) that the student
was absent.

2) 2" Truancy/Unexcused Absence (Principal’s Letter)



3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Parent/guardian will be notified by letter that the student was truant and provided a
copy of the student’s attendance.

3" Truancy/Unexcused Absence (Attendance Officer Letter)

Parent/guardian shall be notified by letter that the student is not in compliance with
school attendance laws and policies and advised of the penalties that can be applied
and the procedures that shall be followed in the event that other unexcused
absences occur.

5th Unexcused Absence (Early Warning)

The parent, guardian, or person having control of the child shall participate in the
Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program provided by the Juvenile court.
Attendance at the Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program shall be mandatory
except where prior arrangements have been made or an emergency exists.

Failure to appear at the Early Warning Truancy Prevention program can result in the
filing of a complaint/petition against the parent under Code of Alabama. (1975), 16-
28-12(c) (failure to cooperate), or a truancy against the child, whichever is
appropriate.

7t Unexcused Absence

The Attendance Officer will file a complaint/petition against the child and/or
parent/guardian, if appropriate.

Child under probation

The school attendance officer should be notified by the juvenile probation officer of
all children in the school system under probation supervision by the juvenile court as
consistent with state statute.

Where a child under probation is truant, the school attendance officer should
immediately notify the juvenile probation officer.

Suspensions are unexcused absences but do not constitute unexcused absence
total for truancy purposes.

Check-Out and/or Pick —Up, Transportation Procedures

Students leaving school early for any reason must check out through the office. Parents must

come directly to the office and the student will only be notified when the parent arrives that

he/she is being checked out of school. Students will be released to only those adults whose

names appear in the student’s demographic record.

If your child is ever a car rider, please adhere to the following rules:
Morning —

- The school day begins at 7:50 AM. Students should not arrive at school prior
to 7:15 AM. Students arriving before 7:25 AM will report to the lunchroom.
After 7:25 AM, all students will report to the cafeteria for breakfast or to their
classroom.

- Try to drop off your child by 7:40 AM. They are considered late at 7:50 AM.



- Pull up to the first available slot to let your child out.

- Let your child out on the passenger side. If this is not possible, make
him or her walk in front of your vehicle.

- Do not pull off until your child is safely on the sidewalk.

- Have the child ready to exit the vehicle upon arrival.

- Do not park and let your child out to walk across the parking lot.

- You are not allowed to park and walk your child to the building unless you
need to conduct business inside the building.

- If you are walking to the building, please do not stop traffic to cross the car
rider line.

- Do not let your child open the door until the vehicle comes to a complete
stop.

- Do not pass vehicles in the car rider line.

Afternoon

- School is out at 2:55 PM.

- Parents are encouraged to arrive on campus at the dismissal time of 2:55
PM.

- Parents should remain in their vehicles at all times. Please remember that all
forms of tobacco/e-cigarettes are prohibited on school grounds. BES staff
will instruct parents to pull to the designated pick up post.

- Please talk with your children about watching for their vehicle. He/she
should also not step off the sidewalk until the vehicle has come to a
complete stop.

- Parents are not allowed to walk up and pull students from the car rider line
or bus line.

- Do not pull off until the door is securely shut.

- Do not pass vehicles in the car rider line unless instructed to do so.

Transportation Procedures
In order to change your child’s transportation from school, a signed and dated note must be

sent. No changes by phone will be taken. Because of bus overcrowding and medication plans,
students must ride their normal bus home and will not be allowed to ride the bus home with a
friend. The principal/assistant principal is authorized to suspend the rights and privileges of
transportation to any student due to misconduct or misbehavior. Students not riding the bus
must be dropped off and picked up at the front of Blountsville Elementary School. Students are
not allowed to stay after school with older siblings who attend the high school.

Conferences

Parents wishing to talk to an administrator or teacher should telephone 205-775-1990 for an
appointment. All conferences must be during the teachers planning period. We will not
interrupt classroom instruction.



Deliveries
Students are prohibited from receiving flowers, balloons, candy, or gifts during school hours.

Discipline

The discipline of highest educational value is self-discipline. We encourage students to use self-
discipline in all that they do. We believe that every student has the right to learn, and we work
hard to ensure a positive learning environment. We are proud of our students. They are well
mannered and respectful. When a student uses poor behavior judgment, the school and
classroom management plans will be followed. The corporal punishment procedure of the
Blount County Board of Education will be followed. BES may implement an after-school or early
morning detention as a means of discipline. Students may also be assigned to in—school
suspension, Saturday School, Out of School Suspension, and/or Alternative School for
misbehavior.

Emergency School Closing
When school is dismissed early because of weather or for any other unexpected reason, we will
follow the child’s usual afternoon procedure.

Library

If a library book is lost or damaged, it will need to be paid for before the end of the school year.
Students will not be able to check out library books at the beginning of the next year until their
debt is cleared.

If a student is unable to find his/her book, he/she will be given one month from when it was
due to locate it. If the book has not been found, then it is the responsibility of the parents or
guardians to pay for the book. This also includes damaged library books. If a parent pays for
the book and then finds it later in the year or the next school year, the library book becomes
property of the student. The school will not reimburse the parent for any money for the library
book.

Lost and Found

A “lost and found” is located in the gym. Students should check periodically for misplaced
articles. Students should write their names in all workbooks, textbooks, and notebooks. It is
also recommended that all personal property items be labeled. Items not claimed will be
discarded or given away after a reasonable length of time.



