


































































































Policy 4373
Overview of Changes for SY2024

WVBE Policy 4373: Expected Behavior in Safe and Supportive Schools
The West Virginia Board of Education approved changes to Policy 4373 which took e!ect July 15, 2024. This 
overview highlights the areas of substantive changes and is not intended to be an overview of the entire 
policy. Technical changes or language clarification that did not result in a substantial change of intent are  
not included in this overview. Questions can be directed to the O"ce of District and Leadership Support at  
304-558-3199 or to Drew McClanahan at dmcclanahan@k12.wv.us.

The following are changes, listed by chapter and section number:

Purpose
 » The purpose portion was updated to include language pertaining to Multi-Tiered System of Supports frameworks 

and evidence-based strategies.
• “Public schools should undertake proactive, preventive approaches which integrate services using a Multi-

Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) framework. MTSS frameworks utilize evidence-based strategies to promote 
students’ academic success, behavioral and mental health, including social and emotional needs, trauma 
sensitivity, bullying prevention, dropout prevention, and truancy reduction to ensure a positive school 
climate and culture that fosters learning and personal-social development.”

Chapter 1 - Student Protections
 » Section 1

• Clarification was provided on when student groups with a religious focus can meet, to include before school, 
a#ter school, or during a sanctioned club or activity time.

 » Sections 7 and 8
• These sections were added to address requirements to provide education on Eating Disorders and Self-Harm 

as required by W. Va. Code §18-2-40a.

Chapter 2 - Inappropriate Behavior and Meaningful Interventions and Consequences
 » Section 1

• “Schools will provide explicit instruction on expected behaviors, model and reteach expectations when 
needed, and provide feedback to maximize the probability of student success in all school settings, including 
extracurricular, co-curricular, and school-sanctioned events.”

• Definitions of interventions and consequences are provided along with a reference to sample interventions, 
found in Appendix A.

• A new requirement was added that each discipline referral must include an intervention in the administrator 
response.

• A new requirement for a yearly report related to county-level exclusionary practices, with reporting 
categories was added. 

• “Discipline matrices can be used as a tool to ensure fair and consistent implementation of a school’s 
discipline plan. However, the principal shall always consider the individual details and specifics of a 
student’s needs in ensuring appropriate implementation. If a matrix is used, the principal shall retain the 
right to amend and change an intervention or consequence, as deemed necessary.” 

• Language to ensure and clarify that out-of-school suspension shall never interfere with a student’s right to 
make up work or complete assignments due to suspension was included.



 » Section 2
• Behaviors were assigned to levels and clarification that a principal retains the right to change the severity of 

a level 1, 2, or 3 behavior, but must include a rationale as to why the severity of the level was changed in the 
WVEIS referral.

 − Behaviors that are new for 2024
◊ Cell Phone Violation
◊ Unauthorized Zone
◊ Reckless Conduct 

 − Disruptive/Disrespectful Conduct was separated into 3 unique behavior codes to provide clarity and 
allow principals to be more precise with coding discipline infractions. 
◊ Level 1 - Disruptive Conduct
◊ Level 2 - Disruptive/Disrespectful Conduct
◊ Level 3 - Disruptive/Defiant Conduct

 − Level 4 Behaviors
◊ A chart was added to assist with reminders of which behaviors require suspension and expulsion.
◊ Felony was changed to become a Shall Suspend/Shall Expel.
◊ Clarification regarding THC and Vapes was added.
◊ Dangerous weapons were changed to be identified as deadly weapons, as anything used as a weapon, by 

definition is deadly. 

Chapter 3 - Procedures for Addressing Allegations of Inappropriate Behaviors 
 » Section 1

• Language was updated to include “and publicize” throughout, to ensure students and parents have the 
ability to understand how reports of misbehavior or misconduct should be made.

 » Section 2
• Clarification was provided regarding notifying parents/guardians when an investigation is completed.

Chapter 4 - Procedures for Taking Action on Substantiated Inappropriate Behaviors 
 » Section 2

• Requires that counties and schools include alternatives to exclusion and provides sample practices that may 
be adopted.

• Clarifies procedures and processes for appealing expulsions. Timelines are included to address appeals 
regarding due process.

 » Section 3
• Definition of dangerous student was added to parallel W. Va. Code §18A-5-1a.

 » Section 5
• Language was added to ensure schools are accurately reporting and tracking incidents of inappropriate 

behavior, applied interventions, and consequences and doing so using WVEIS. 

Chapter 5 - Alternative Education Requirements for Disruptive Students
 » Virtual and a combination of virtual settings were added as acceptable alternative education programs.
 » Section 2

• “A student returning to a West Virginia public school from an in-state or out-of-state placement does not 
automatically meet the eligibility for alternative education for disruptive students. West Virginia schools are 
prohibited from automatically placing these students in alternative education for disruptive students based 
solely on the fact that they are returning from placement

 » Section 4
• Clarification that states county boards of education must provide transportation for alternative education 

students in a day school program was included. 


