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April 5, 2025 

 

 

 

Bruce Fitzback, LS, CZEO 

Land Use Director 

Town of Putnam 

200 School Street 

Putnam, CT  06260 

Subject: 465 School Street Peer Review 

Dear Mr. Fitzback: 

CDM Smith was requested by the Town of Putnam, CT to conduct a peer review of the development 

planned for 465 School Street, Putnam, CT. The Town provided the following documents for review:   

 “Modified Site Plan: Multifamily Housing Development, 465 School Street, Putnam, CT” dated 

September 2024, revised March 11, 2025 by Green Site Design LLC 

 “Drainage Calculations, Hydraulics & Hydrology Report, Multi-family Housing 4565 School 

Street” Dated January 2025 by CLA Engineers, Inc. 

 “Statement of Use, 465 School Street” letter dated January 24, 2025 from CLA Engineers, Inc. 

 “Existing Drainage Plan (Sheet D1) Multi-family Development 465 School Street, Putnam, CT” 

and  “Proposed Drainage Plan (Sheet D2) Multi-family Development 465 School Street, Putnam, 

CT” dated July 31, 2024 by Green Site Design LLC 

 “465 School Street, Putnam, CT GSD71” letter from Green Site Design LLC to Mr. Fitzback, not 

dated  

The project was reviewed with respect to the requirements of the Connecticut Stormwater Quality 

Manual latest revision dated March 26, 2024 (Stormwater Manual). The following comments pertain to 

the documents submitted: 

1) The project needs to be designed in accordance with the latest version of the Connecticut 

Stormwater Quality Manual since the expiration of the previous project approval and the 

revised project not having completed more than 50% of the full design as of the effective date of 

the regulations. 

2) Provide a stormwater management report meeting the requirements of Chapter 12 of the 

Stormwater Manual.  
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3) Provide the rainfall data used to determine the rainfall events. 

4) The existing conditions section of the report states the project site is 8.8 acres in area with 9.2 

acres of wetlands on the project site.  

5) The drainage analysis is limited to 6.8 acres of the project site and does not account for all new 

impervious area proposed. The analysis is limited to the areas draining to the proposed water 

quality basin. Provide analysis and treatment for the entire project site.  

6) Identify the discharge points in the report and on the plan drainage figures.  

7) Identify the limits of the drainage sub-catchments and label them.  

8) Provide summaries on the existing conditions of the sub-catchments with respect to existing 

ground cover, slope, soils, presence of wetlands, existing vegetation, and existing impervious 

area.  

9) Time of concentration lines for both the existing and proposed sub-catchments are not shown. 

Provide labeled time of concentration lines.  Provide justification for a longer time of 

concentration in the post development analysis.  

10) Include information on the existing soil conditions in accordance with Chapter 12 of the 

Stormwater Manual including the seasonal high water table and hydrologic soil group.  

11) Provide information on the FEMA flood zone limits on the plans and in the report for the Little 

Tavern Dam Brook.  

12) Include the infiltration test reports for any proposed best management practices which infiltrate 

into the onsite soil.  

13) Confirm the pond exfiltration rate is justified by a geotechnical report or infiltration test. Default 

infiltration rates detailed in Chapter 10 of the Stormwater Manual are significantly lower for a 

loamy sand or sandy loam.  

14) Provide information on how the sediment basin infiltration capacity will be re-established to 

serve as a water quality basin and any testing requirements to confirm the infiltration rate 

meets the design infiltration rate after serving as a sediment basin.   

15) Provide pretreatment for the water entering the water quality basin.  

16) Provide the total draw down time of the water quality basin to confirm it meets the 

requirements of Chapter 10 of the Stormwater Manual.  
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17) Confirm the modeling of the pond outlet matches the proposed outlet. The Hydraflow report 

shows a two 12-inch diameter barrel outlet while the plans show one 24-inch diameter outlet.  

18) Provide pad sizing calculations for all proposed riprap pads.  

19) Provide information on wetland setback for the stormwater discharge from the water quality 

basin.  

20) Provide an operation and maintenance plan meeting the requirements of Chapter 12 of the 

Stormwater Manual. Consider the side slopes of the proposed water quality basin in respect to 

ability to mow a 3:1 slope.  

21) Provide information on water quality basin freeboard requirements.  

If you have any questions or require additional clarification on the items listed above, please do not 

hesitate to call either Alexandra Van De Water at (603) 222-8339 or myself at (401) 215-6310.  

Sincerely, 

 

Cynthia A. Baumann 

Principal, Senior Project Manager 

CDM Smith Inc. 

cc: Elaine Sistare, PE 

 Alexandra Van De Water, PE, CPESC 
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May 14, 2025 

 

Bruce Fitzback, LS, CZEO 

Land Use Director 

Town of Putnam 

200 School Street 

Putnam, CT  06260 

Subject: 465 School Street Peer Review 

 

Dear Mr. Fitzback: 

CDM Smith was requested by the Town of Putnam, CT to review the revised documents submitted to 

the Town for the development planned for 465 School Street, Putnam, CT. These documents were 

revised to address CDM Smith’s peer review comment letter dated April 5, 2025. CDM Smith reviewed 

the following documents: 

 “Modified Site Plan: Multifamily Housing Development, 465 School Street, Putnam, CT” dated 

September 2024, revised April 7, 2025 by Green Site Design LLC (9 sheets) 

 “Stormwater Management Report” prepared by Ellen Bartlett, P.E., not dated 

 “Existing Drainage Plan (Sheet D1) Multi-family Development 465 School Street, Putnam, CT”,  

“Proposed Drainage Plan (Sheet D2) Multi-family Development 465 School Street, Putnam, CT”, 

“Sub-Area Drainage Plan (Sheet D3) Multi-family Development 465 School Street, Putnam, CT 

and  dated July 31, 2024 by Green Site Design LLC, revised April 7, 2025 

 “465 School Street Peer Review” letter from Green Site Design LLC dated April 10, 2025  

CDM Smith reviewed the additional documents provided by the Town via email and have the following 

follow up comments:    

1) Identify the location of the emergency overflow weir on the plans.  

2) Perform a test pit or soil boring to 3 feet below the proposed invert of the infiltration system in 

accordance with Chapter 10 of the Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual. 

3) Identify depth from the bottom of the basin to the seasonally high-water table and the depth to 

bedrock/refusal.  
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4) An infiltration test is required after final conversion of sedimentation basin to an infiltration 

basin by excavating the final 3 feet of soil. Provide an infiltration test confirming the design 

infiltration rate in accordance with Chapter 10 of the Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual 

dated March 26, 2024, to the Town during construction. 

5) The proposed hydrodynamic separator must meet third party verification requirements of 

Chapter 10 of the Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual dated March 26, 2024. Provide 

verification from the manufacturer during construction.  

If you have any questions or require additional clarification on the items listed above, please do not 

hesitate to call either Alexandra Van De Water at (603) 222-8339 or myself at (401) 215-6310.  

Sincerely, 

 

Cynthia A. Baumann, P.E., CFM, PMP 

Principal, Senior Project Manager 

CDM Smith Inc. 

cc: Elaine Sistare, PE 

 Alexandra Van De Water, PE, CPESC 
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