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Juneteenth Marks an Important U.S. History Milestone

By Olivia Pelhank ing about African American history!
Tusker Tribune Staff Juneteenth is a time to remember the
Mark your calendars struggles of the past and to celebrate
because Juneteenth is coming JUNETEENTH freedom and equality! Juneteenth be-
up! It is celebrated every year £REEDOM came an official holiday in the United

on June 19th, as you probably could
have guessed! .

Juneteenth marks the day in
1865 when the last enslaved African e x 0% QP! 1 )
Americans in Texas were told the it reminds us of how far our country has
were free. This happened two anc_ly a half years af-  come and how much work there is still to do!
ter President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emanci- Juneteenth also teaches us to treat everyone with
pation Proclamation! fairness! Celebrating Juneteenth helps us remem-

Ways to celebrate Juneteenth are having ber the power of freedom, so join me in celebrating
parades, family gatherings, music, food, and learn- Juneteenth on June 19th!

Changes Coming to College Football Playoffs

States in 2021! This means that many
schools and businesses are closed so peo-
521 ple can take time to celebrate!

b Juneteenth is important because

By Cole Dolan The five highest-ranked conference champs
Tusker Tribune Staff . are still guaranteed a playoff spot, but
Another playoff College Football not a guaranteed seed. This change

change to college football, (o
the College Football Playoff
will use a new “straight
seeding” system starting in the
2025-26 season. The top 12 teams o l aims to reward the best teams, not
will still make the playoff, but now FrEs Hale AREILINrey ™ just conference winners.
they will be seeded based strictly on g7 52 RTINS The CFP is also looking at pos-
the final rankings no longer giving 4 sible expansion beyond 12 teams and
automatic top four spots to conference champions. wants to change how money is distributed to par-
Previously, the highest-ranked conference ticipating schools starting in 2026. Fans hope the
champions received the top four seeds and a first- new format brings more fairness and better
round bye. Now, the top four teams overall, re- matchups on the road to the national champion-
gardless of conference title, will earn those byes. ship.

02 comes after criticism of the 2024

Ll playoffs, when lower-ranked confer-
ence champs earned b}fes. They all

lost their first games. The change

There Are a Ton of Benefits to Eating Fruit

By Allison Posadas good for losing weight and getting
g, Tusker Tribune Staff v G taller. )
-4 Have you ever won- Strawberries are a type of fruit

\Y dered what fruits do to us? that is good for losing weight.
" Well today I am going to be Watermelon, watermelon is a t;;pe
talking about fruits and what they » of fruit that is also another good for
are good for. ) ] # losing weight. )
Grapes are a type of fruit that is Oranges are a type of fruit good for

ood for hair growth. weight loss and give vitamin c.

pples are a type of fruit that is good ) are a good fruit for reliev-
for white teeth. ing any type of cramp and it boosts up your energy.
Mangoes are a type of fruit that is good for gain- are a type of fruit good for glass skin.
ing weight. That’s all for now. I hope these were all

Raspberries, raspberries are a type of fruit that is  helpful to you.




Page 2

The Tusker Tribune
The Student Newspaper of Somers Middle School

Dress Like a Teacher/Student Day Wraps Up Spirit Week!

By Giuliana DeMartino
Tusker Tribune Staff '
Have you ever wondered what it
would be like if teachers and students
switched looks. Well, on Friday, May 23rd,
the day after the pep rally, stu-
dents could dress like teachers and
teachers could dress like students.
This was part of the spirit week the
student council picked out.
Teachers wore \%%shp ers, trendy
hoodies such as White Fox hoodies,
black leggings and more. Students
wore their outfits in a more formal
style to match what the teachers
usually wear, such as collared
shirts and dresses.
Many teachers had lip %loss, trendy water
bottles, and colorful star pimple patches. Students

€ Vi
N ,\' e§
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made fake teacher key k
cards with the red lanyard =
to make them more realis-
tic but obviously the fake
keycards couldn't open
any doors.

Out of all the
themes during spirit
week, this was probabl
one of my favorites. This &
spirit week theme was ex-
tremely fun, and I would
love to have it for next
year's spirit weeks rota-
tion. What was I5170u]r opin-
1on about how the teach-
ers dress like students and how students dress like
teachers. Also, what was your favorite outfit for
this day?

Sports Cards are Taking the World by Storm

By Cole Dolan
Tusker Tribune Staff
Sports cards
are making a huge
: comeback, and people
of all ages are getting excited
about collecting them. These
cards, which feature athletes
from sports like baseball, bas-
ketball, football, and even soc-
cer, are more popular now
than they’'ve been in years.
Many collectors enjoy finding ™
rare cards that can be worth a Z=8
lot of money. Some cards have
even sold for thousands or even millions of dollars!
One reason for the rise in popularity is so-
cial media, especially around this time because
the new set of flawless basketball came out! Peo-

ple post their collections all over social media and
trade cards with others around the world. It’s also
become a fun way for families to get
2% even closer with each other, with kids
&1 and parents collecting almost as one

j team.
1 Card shows are where people

s buy, sell, and trade cards in person,

< are growing fast. Online apps and

* websites have also made it easy to

' find the cards you want and apps to

- make sure prices are air. Sports cards
are more than just paper. They are
pieces of history, showing great mo-
ments and legendary players.

) Whether you're collecting for fun or as an
investment, one thing is clear sports cards are
bac(lii g)lnd bigger than ever! Do you collect sports
cards?

‘College Football ‘26’ Set to be the Best Game of the Year

By Cole Dolan
Tusker Tribune Staff _

S}ﬁ)rts 1s bringing back the excite-
ment with College Football 26, releasing
i on July 10, 2025. This game lets people
_ experience the 10urney from high school
recruit to college football star and transfer into the
big show of the NFL (Madden 26). Fans can play
as real teams and even try to win the Heisman
Trophy.

The cover of the game features some of the
top college players today—dJeremiah Smith from
Ohio State
and Ryan
Williams
from Ala-
bama are

@ Video Game Reiew

both young star wide re-
ceivers taking over the
%ame. Even college foot- =

all legend Tim Tebow and i
famous coaches who were
not included last year are
included on the deluxe edi- 4
tion cover.

Gamers can look S ' f
forward to cool new features. The “Road to Glory”
mode now starts in high school, letting you build
%our career and make big choices like NIL money.

he “Dynasty” mode has online play and a Trophy
Room to show off your wins.

With better 1%]raphics, real-life coaches, and
over 300 teams, College Football 26 is set to be one
of the most exciting football games ever!

SRS
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SMS STARs: April/May 2025
Grade 6: Grade 7: Grade 7:

Willa Radding

, <A Philip DeRaffele

Michaela Gallo

Tara Goodwin

Haley Sander

Juliette Sayegh

Jaxson Sarrey Gemma Krissoff Colton Stephens
Grade 7: Grade 8
Ava Lazari
Fabio Castillo Luc Conti
Gregory McVeigh

Aidan Bourque

A STAR award stands for
STudents who Are Role models. The students
pictured here were caught doing something
that deserves the STAI% recognition for the
month—from common courtesy, to helping an-
other student or staff member, to standing up
for someone or cheering them up!

Nothing Fishy About the Senko Lure

By Cole Dolan
TuskerTribune Staff

) Ask any bass angler
with some experience what
' their favorite lure is, and,
chances are, they’ll mention
the iconic Senko. )

At first glance, the Senko bait

doesn’t look like much. It’s just a soft
plastic worm shaped like a log, thick
1n the middle and simple in design.

But don’t be fooled—this little bait is a

bass-catching legend.

Created by Gary Yamamoto in the 1990s,
the Senko quickly became famous for one thin
irresistible wiggle. When rigged weightless an

dropped into the water, it slowly sinks with a nat-
ural, wavy motion that drives bass wild. It looks
like an easy meal and bass can’t help
but gobble 1t up. Anglers love how ver-
satile it is. You can rig it Texas-style to
fish in weeds and not get snagged,
wacky-style for open water, or even
with a 3113g head for deeper spots.
est of all, it works 1n almost
any condition, whether you're fishing
in a pond, lake, or river. The Senko
i may not flash or rattle, but its silent
confidence makes it a must-have in every tackle
box. Sometimes, the simplest baits catch the big-

%1: its ﬁe%t fish. Have you ever gone fishing with a Sen-
07
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U.S. Presidential Trivia

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier
Tusker Tribune Staff .

Let's more about presi-
dents, shall we? ]

George Washington, the
first president, is the only presi- |
dent who was not a member of a political =_»
party. William Henry Harrison spent the
shortest time in office, at 31 days; Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt spent the longest at over twelve years.
Franklin D. Roosevelt is the only president to serve
more than two terms; he died early in his fourth.

The youngest person to serve as president is
Theodore Roosevelt, at 42 years old; the oldest is
Joe Biden, at 82 years old. The youngest person
elected President is John F. Kennedy at 43 years
old; the oldest is Donald Trump at 78 years old.
John F. Kennedy had the shortest lifespan of any
president, at 46 years; Jimmy Carter had the long-
est, at 100 years.

. ] Eight presidents have died in of-
fice: William Henry Harrison, Zachar
a Tafrlor Abraham Lincoln, James A. Gar-
& field, Wllham McKinley, Warren G. Har-
@ ding, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and John F.
& Kennecg, ' ) .
Neaiing ichard Nixon is the only presi-
: "dent to res1g§1 from office. Five people
(John Quincy Adams, Rutherford B. Hayes, Benja-
min Harrison, George W. Bush, and Donald
Trump) won the presidency without winning the
most votes in their election. .

Three presidents have been impeached
Andrew Johnson, Bill Clinton, and Donald
Trump); Donald Trump is the only president to be
1mpeached twice. ] )

Barack Obama was the first president of
color, which, to be honest with you, reallf aston-
1s}_1eci me. It was great learning that while writing
this article.

Technology is Why So Much Has Changed Over Time

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier
Tusker Tribune Staff
“What's the histor ¢
Let’s find out together! The history o
nology spans thousands of years, from the
invention of the wheel to the rise of the in-
ternet, shaping our world in profound ways.

__ The digital age has brought
rapid advancements, from the World
Wide Web to smarjcphones revolu-
tionizing how we live, work, and
communicate. Woah. That’s amaz-
ing.

Why is technology so im-
portant? Technology is important for
several reasons:

o Efficiency—technology streamlines tasks, sav-
ing time and effort. Innovation: Drives progress
and new discoveries. ) )

o Accessibility—it makes services and infor-
mation available to all.

of technology? " .
tech-

e FKEconomic

o Safety—it enhances security and emergency

response. ' . ‘
Entertainment—it offers diverse forms of lei-
sure and relaxation.

e Sustainability—it promotes eco-friendly solu-

tions and green living.

Technology has a profound impact on socie-
ty, influencing various aspects, such as:
e Healthcare Advancements—
technology has improved diagnostics and
treatment options, enhanced patient care
and saving lives. .

e Social Interactions—it has altered
traditional social norms and communica-
tion methods, leading to both increased
connectivity and feelings of isolation.

ransformatlon—technolczigy drives
economic growth by creating new industries
and ob.opf)ortumtle_s, while also contributing
to jo dlsgl){acement in traditional sectors. We
are so lucky to have advanced technology!

Ian Dempsey’s Flight Saga/ Dream—Chapter 9

By Ian Dempsey
Tusker Tribune Staff
This is a continuation

of Ian Dempsey’s story. Chap-

Gl fers 5-8 id_ppeared in the May
23 issue of the Tusker Tribune.
I at the time, didn’t know this
so I was confused Wil_en I saw him
looking this way until he closed his
eyes, took a deep breath and pushed *®
me off of the helicopter. As I fell, I saw him cry-
ing, He obviously didn’t want to do it, but he had
to, to get money, to say goodbye to his mom. I, on
the other hand, have my priorities straight, I did-

n’t have a parachute but It wasn’t a far drop, at

most a minor concussion, but now I
see that the shadow had come back
to life, like it was reaching for me.
When I hit the ground, in-
stead of the hard thud I expected, I
fell past the grass onto a soft pil-
lowy surface. As I stood up, I real-
ized I was back in its pocket dimen-
S sion of sorts. ‘
“Finally, you have come back.” It didn’t

sound like my voice, now.It sounded deeper, like a
demon’s.

Continued on Page 5
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The Chatter About the Chatterbait

By Cole Dolan
Tusker Tribune Staff

If you ever hear a strange
vibration through the water, it

etz i
Bait in action. This unique lure, also
called a bladed jig, is known for its in-
sane movement and noisy vibration
perfect for grabbing a bass’s attention.
The ChatterBait has a metal
blade attached to the front of a jighead.
As it is pulled through the water, the blade wob-
bles raﬁndly, making the lure shake and flash.
That chattering sound (and motion) gives the bait
its name and helps bass find it even in murky wa-

might be the sound of a Chatter- =

ter or low light. Anglers often add soft plastic
trailers, like swimbaits (story on those
coming soon) or craws, to make the
ChatterBait look like a real fish or flee-
ing creature. It’s great for covering lots
of water fast, especially when bass are
feeding a%gresswely. o
Whether you're fishing around

rass, wood, or open water, the Chatter-

ait is a go-to choice for any angler. Its
) loud, flashy action turns the big lazy
bass into hungry attackers. If you want a lure that
makes serious noise and gets you the biggest of
the pond, the ChatterBait is hard to beat. Do you
like fishing with the ChatterBait?

Fishing is a Fun Summer Activity

By Cole Dolan /
Tusker Tribune Staff

If you're looking for
something fun to do this sum- &
=550 mer, than bass fishing might be |
ust the thing for you to get hooked on.

t’s relaxing and a great way to enjoy
the outdoors, just remember to bring a
chair. Plus, catching a fish is an awe-
some feeling (even the small ones)!

Largemouth bass are one of the
most popular fish to catch in the U.S.
They live in lakes, ponds, and rivers
and usually hang out near weeds, rocks,
or fallen branches. The cool part? You
don’t need a boat. You can fish from the
shore, a dock, or even a kayak if you have one.

Some of the best lures for bass
are plastic worms called the Senko, or
E a noisy and ﬂasﬁhfr lure called a Chat-

" Ww o terBait (see article above). These lures
. % wiggle or flash in the water to trick the
fish into gobbling it up.
at makes bass fishing fun is
the moment a fish strikes your line
| and starts fighting. It’s a mix of sur-
rise, excitement, and a little chal-
- lenge all at once. Whether you’re out
' with friends, family, or gust enjoying
, | some quiet time alone, bass fishing is a
érjeat.way to make summer memories.
ive it a try this summer and who
sl knows? You may catch the lake mon-

gy

ster!

Chapter 9
From Page 4
“WHO ARE YOU?!” I asked,
) “I'm not you,” it re-
plied.

“Yeah I kind of fig-
ured that out,” I said

“OK, fine. I am God,”
it said

 “Yeah right,” I re-
plied, 1“OK then, you doubt
me, I'm going to make
smoke appear!” it said.
Smoke started to fill the
room, I felt like I was chok-

ing.

“What if you had smoke machines?” I
sputtered out. The smoke cleared the room and a
door opened. A man walked out.

“OK, fine, you got me” he said.

“Why did you trap me here? Where am 1?”
I asked.

“You never got on the plane. In fact, you
never even got out of bed that morning,” he said.

~ That morning 1 thought to myself. That
mciirrémg, so long ago. “Well, where am I then?” I
asked.

“You're dreaming,” it re-
sponded,

“Can I wake up?” I asked.
) __ “Only if you ask nicely,”
1t said,

“May I wake up...
PLEASE,” T said.

~ “Ask nicely,” it said

again. ) )

“I did ask nice-” )

Suddenly, a door of light
opened. Well, by opened, I mean
it tore thought the black smoke
and light and violently flew 1n like a million bees
breaking out of a bee hive. )

“Wow, I'm speechless” I said.
. “GET OUT OF HERE!” it said in a boom-
ing voice. )

“Sheesh, ok,” I said as I walked out, or ra-
ther, walked in, because as soon as I stepped out,
I looked behind me and it was gone.
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Arrrgh! ‘Affect’ vs ‘Effect’!!!

Page 6

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff

Have you ever won-
|} dered what's the difference
4 hetween Affect and Effect?
Well, if you don't worry today, I will
tell you the differences.

Affect 1s usually a verb
meaning “To produce and effect up-
on,” as in “the weather affected his
mood.” )

_ Effect is usually a noun
meaning “a change that results
when something is done or hap- ) hearing the news.”
pens,” as in “computers have had a huge effect on  “The rain affects attendance at the game.”
our lives.” There are exceptions, but if you think of “The ice affects the road surface.”

affect as a verb and effect as a noun, you'll be right
most of the time.

Effect Affect

Most of the time effect is a noun and affectis a verb.

As a noun, an effect is a
“change that results when some-
thing is done or happens,” or “a par-
ticular feeling or mood created by
something” here are some examples
with either the word effect or affect:
‘fiThe second cup of coffee had no ef-

ect.”

“He added a scarf to his outfit for
effect.”

“His effect did not change after

Asa child, he was affected

How to Manage the Socia Media Wave

By Allison Posadas information quickly, like during emergencies or
Tuskelé Trilnl)une(:il StaI\ff " }Vlll‘en people need help, which 1s really use-
ocial media. It's every- § % o *[@" ful!
where! From TikTok dances to NG L2
d Instagram photos (You gltllys
y

W/'\ 585, ) But social media also has its down-
%¢ Y & sides. One big problem is cyberbullying.

may call me crazy but I personally don't 2 O Mean comments and hurtful messages can
like social media), it's hard to imagine ! === g8 really hurt people's feelings, and it's hard
life without if for some people. g%@i‘%l S to escape online, it's also easy to compare

But 1s social media all good, or
does it have a downside? It's like a double-edged
sword. It can be helpful, but it can also cause prob-
lems. On the good side, social media connects us.
We can talk to friends and family far away, in-
stantly! It's like having a worldwide chat room.

We can also learn about different cultures
and events happening around the globe. Want to
see what's happening in another country? Just
check out the news or posts from people who live
there. Plus, social media helps spread important

We Really Can’t Live Without Nature

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier
Tusker Tribune Staff
What is the importance of nature,
youhmay be asking. Well let's find out to-
ether.

ourselves to others, and that can make us
feel bad about ourselves. ]

We only see the best parts of people's lives
on social media, which can be misleading and
make everyone feel like they are feeling short. So,
what’s the answer?

Social media isn't all bad, but it's im-
portant to use it wisely. We shouldn't be carful
about what others post and read, be kind to others
on%jne, or better option don't even talk to anyone
online.

for how does nature support life
on earth. Nature supports life
on Earth through Biodiversity:
The variety of life on Earth, in-
cluding millions of species, their

) The importance of nature includes, provid-
1n§f fresh air and clean water. Do you want results
only for how nature provides fresh air and clean
water? Nature provides fresh air and clean water
through all that grows on the planet. It is essential
- — for our survival,
well-being, and
economic activity.
" For exam-
@ ple, ecosystems
play a crucial role
| In water purifica-
= tion. Supporting
= Jife on the planet.
: Including results

interactions, communities, and
ecosystems.

Nature encourages har-
mony: The balance between bio-
diversity and ecosystems. Na-
ture does this through essential :
processes: Biodiversity is crucial for healthy eco-
s}s;stems that provide air, water, and food, and
those enhance our well-being, stimulasting our
senses, and offering a place to explore and discov-
er.

Nature teaches us about our world, provid-
ing a place to exercise and improving our mood. I
hope this made you realize that we should appreci-
ate nature more than we think we should.
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It’s Up to All of Us to Help Preserve the Ecosystem

Page 7

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier wetlands, and they involve both biotic factors
Tusker Tribune Staff OSYETE , §living components) and abiotic
How could we, the actors (non-living components).
world, help our ecosystem How do you preserve an
in unison? What is the eco- ecosystem? The first step to pre-
system? Let's start with that! serving ecosystems is to remem-
An ecosystem is a complex ber that you are part of them.
network of living organisms' Preserving ecosystems starts at
plants, animals, and their physi- home. Everything you use in your
cal environment such as air, wa- o daily life impacts the environ-

/= !
P2 {

ter, and soil interactin% as a sys- ment, from the cellphone you use
tem. It encompasses all the interrelationships to the food you eat and the clothes you wear.
among these organisms and their environment There are no strict lines on where an eco-
within a specific area. system starts and ends. Now there are many oth-

Ecosystems can vary widely, includin er ways to help! But make sure to try one o
different landscapes like forests, deserts, an these!

Cyberbullying is a Real Downside to Social Media

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier ance and (foor school performance, increased
Tusker Tribune Staff stress and anxiety, anger, and depression. (I wrote
What is cyberbullying? an article about Depression that’s also in
Cyberbullying can refer to unwant- this 1ssue!g )
ed, repeated, agiresswe, negative \ . Cyberbullying can also lead to feel-
) behavior that takes place over digi- ying) ing scared, alone, guilty, ashamed, and em-
tal devices, such as cell phones, tablets, and barrassed, poor concentration, decreased
computers. It can involve name-calling, self-esteem and confidence, and mental
threats, sharing private or embarrassing health issues and trust issues, Kids
photos, or excluding others. ) who are cyberbullied have‘dlff_lcult getting
Cyberbullying can occur through email, along with others, an increased likelihood of abus-
texting, social media, gaming, instant messaging, ing alcohol or drugs at an earlier age, and other
and photo sharing, with all the social media plat- long-lasting emotional effects, even after the bully-
forms that exist today and all the new technology ing has stopped.
this is very common to happen at any time, on any ) Please don’t do cyberbullying and if
app. ) ) ) you see it, please tell an adult!
Cyberbullyln% can have various negative
effects on people, including: lower school attend-

A Good School Matters in this Changing World

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier _Education in schools imparts not only aca-

Tusker Tribune Staff demic knowledge but also crucial life skills such as
Why are communication, ﬁ)‘roblem-solvmg,

schools so 1m- and critical thinking. Schools'

portant? Some, like
me, may have nev-
er really known before, but
let’s find out.

School is important
for several reasons: It pro-
vides a foundation for per-
sonal and societal growth
by shaping minds and
building skills, which leads
to better opportunities in

open doors to various career op-
tions and help students develop a
sense of self and personal respon-
sibility.

Overall, schools play a vi-
tal role in the development of
communities and are considered a
cornerstone of modern society. I
never knew that school was this
important!

Why do we go to school?

life. Schools help young o ) School can help us with our social
people learn about the world, explore their inter-  skills and help us out with subjects that we have
ests, and develop essential social skills that are trouble with. We should appreciate having the

useful in future careers. chance to go to such a great school.
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Be Aware of Forest Fire Risk as Weather Warms

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier Epllutiqn. Fires that continue for longer or are
Tusker Tribune Staff ighly inflammable are caused by climate changes.

' What are forest fires, how can forest To prevent forest fires, you can take the fol-
fire occur, and how can we | Rl | T % lowing measures: Establish and enforce
prevent them? | laws and restrictions. Avoid open burn-
i A forest fire is an uncontrolled & ing during dry or windy conditions. Use
fire occurrln% 1n vegetation more fire-resistant materials and designs in
than 6 feet (1.8 m) in height. These fire-prone areas. Never leave a fire un-
fires often reach the proportions of a attended. Be cautious with heat and
major conflagration and sometimes ¥ fire. Factor in wind conditions. Have
begin by combustion and heat from i fire extinguishing solutions available.

surface and ground fires. . Know your local regulations. Remove
Forest fires are wildfires that spread un- combustibles from your yard. Close windows,

controllably, burning plants, animals, grasslands  vents, and doors during fire risk.

and brushlands that fall in their path. The wind Whoa! My brain is on fire just trying to re-

spreads the fire rapidly, causing significant air member these facts!

NOAA Reports that Humpback Whales are Thriving

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier view of the best available scientific and commer-
Tusker Tribune Staff cial information RIY an expert group of
Have you ever heard = scientists at the NOAA

) _ According to the NOAA, “They
= identified 14 distinct population seg-
ments of humpback whales. A distinct
population segment is a term coined in
the 1978 amendments to the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA) that allows spe-
tubercles on their head. Humpbacks cies to be divided into distinct subgroups
are known for breaching and other or populations and listed under the ESA,
distinctive surface behaviors. Males produce a based on a number of characteristics. Of the dis-
complex song lasting 4 to 33 minutes. They grow  tinct population segments identified, nine appear
up to 17 meters in length and have enormous pec- to no longer be in danger of extinction or likely to
toral flippers. ) become endangered in the foreseeable future. For

) umpbacks have one of the longest migra- instance, the West Indies population is growing at
tions of any mammal, swimming up to 5,000 miles 3.1 percent a year and the East Australia popula-
between breeding and feeding grounds. Humpback tion is growing at an average rate of almost 11 per-
whales have rebounded in many areas, with high  cent a year.” ] ] o
abundance and, in some areas, steady rates of pop- You can get more information by visiting
ulation growth. the NOAA Fisheries website at-

is determination is based on a recent re- www.fisheries.noaa.gov.

of a humpback whale? I am
going to load you with many
facts about this mammal.

Facts about humpback
whales: they have a distinctive body
shape, with long pectoral fins and

Hurricane Season is Coming Up on Us!

By Elizabeth Alonzo Javier ~_that form over oceans in tropical cli-
Tusker Tribune Staff ; #5559 mate regions. They form over the

Have you ever won- ] warm waters of the ocean when there
dered why hurricanes occur? I are large pressure and temperature
have! So let me explain! A differences between the warm water
Facts about Hurri- ) 1 and the clouds. These storms are called
canes:hurricanes are a natural disas- & hurricanes when they develop over the
ter with far reaching consequences. ¥ Atlantic or eastern Pacific Oceans. To-
They takes away the lives of millions § day "hurricane" is one of three names
of people and causes damage to al- for a rotating tropical storm with

most all of human creation. They can = 7 winds of at least 74 miles (119 kilome-
cause extensive damage to coastlines and several ters) an hour. We need to be careful in dangerous
hundred miles inland due to heavy rainfall. situations like hurricanes and more natural disas-

‘ Hurricanes are large storms with rotating ters. Note: Hurricane season for the U.S. runs from
winds. Hurricanes are areas of low air pressure June 1 to November 30
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Our Solar System Grew Like a Snowball

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
'~ ~ Our solar system,

| with its planets orbiting the

sun, didn’t just magically

appear. It formed from a giant,
spinning cloud of gas and dust calle
a solar nebula.

This nebula was mostly
hydrogen and helium, the lightest
elements in the universe, with sma-
ller amounts of heavier elements.
Imagine a giant, swirling cosmic )
cl(au ) imuch bigger than our entire solar system
today!

Over millions of years, this nebula began to
collapse under its own %rav1ty. As it collapsed, it
spun faster and faster,

ike a fighter skater pulling

their arms in. Most of the material clumped toget-
her in the center, forming a hot,
dense core that eventually igni-
ted into our sun, a star, e
sun’s powerful gravity then held
the remaining gas and dust in
orbit around it. The leftover
dust and gas in the solar nebula
wasn’t evently distributed. _
In some areas, tiny parti-

cles of dust collided and stuck
together, gradually growing lar-

er. These clumps attracted mo-
re and more material throuc%h grav1EIy, forming lar-
ger and larger objects called planet donald. Think
of it like building a giant snowball—the first bits
are'small, but as more stick, it gets bigger and big-
ger!

Our ‘Receptors’ Can Warn Us About Spicy Food

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff

Have you ever won- R

\Y dered how our bodies can

sense spice whenever we
eat something spicy? Well, if so, I'm
going to tell you how! )

Our bodies sense spice SRcatodE
through a process involving TPRV1 7~
receptors, special proteins found on @y -
certain nerve cells primarily found
in our mouths and touches. These ¥
receptors are activated by capsai-
cin, the chemical compound that makes chili pep-
pers spicy.

LR 4
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) When capsaicin binds to these receptors, it
triggers a signal that travels along the nerve cells
to the brain, creating the sensation

# v . of heat and spiciness. This is why

spicy food can feel hot, been though
it doesn't raise your body tempera-
ture like a flame would.

o ~ In conclusion, our perception
— of spice hinges on the interaction be-
— S/ tween capsaicin, a chemical in chill
T\ peppers, and TPRV1 receptors on
) our nerve cells. Capsaicin activates

o these receptors, triggering signals to
the brain interpreted as heat. That's all for now. I
hope you learned a lot!

They Don’t Ride Seahorses in Water Polo

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
Water polo, a thrilling and physi-
Y cally demanding sport, didn't just appear
M overnight. Its origins are a fascinating
blend of swimming and ball games, evolving over
time into the sport we know today. o
While pinpointing the exact invention is
tricky, we can trace its development through sev-
eral key stages and influences. Early forms of wa-
ter polo emerged in the late 19th century. )

_ Several countries
claim a part in its crea-
tion, and it is more of an
evolution than a signal
invention. Think o
9 games like underwater
rugby, where players
wrestled for possession
beneath the water's sur-

"

face. These rudimentary
games, played with various
types of ball, laid the ground-
work for the more structured
competition we see now. The
i(llie?l of C(()inll)billllifllg sdvi/.imming
skills and ball handling was
clearly lgamlng popularity. B o s
n the 1870s, in England, several clubs
started to formalize the rules of the game. This
eriod is crucial because it represents the shift

rom chaotic underwater tussles to a more orga-
nized sport. The rules started to solidify the num-
ber of players, the size of the pool, and the way the
game was played. o )

This standardization was vital in ensuring
fair play and creating a framework for future com-
petitions. Variations continued for several years,
Wllth different nations developing slightly different
rules.
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A History of Volleyball

By Allison Posadas
- 2 Tusker Tribune Staff
'~ Volleyball was in-
\ vented by William G. Mor-
gan. Morgan was an ac-
uaintance of basketball inventor
ames Naismith and was inspired
by his new sport to invent his
own. Did you know volleyball
was originally called Mintonette?
This was due to the fact that the
sport shared similarities with bad-
minton. It was renamed volleyball
by another educator, named Al-
fred S Halstead because the ball
was volleyed back and forth.
Originally volleyball was meant to be
played indoors. It was also invented because Mor-

! ggn wanted a game where players
* did not have to run. He wanted a
B came that was physical and re-

@ quired players to perform plenty of
T actions but does not require direct
Be. 4 contact with opposing players.

The very first volleyball
game was an exhibition played in
1896 at Massachusetts Springfield
College, then known as tﬁe Inter-
national YMCA training. In the
earliest days, teams were allowed
to contact the ball an unlimited
number of times, and it wasn't un-
til 1920 when the three hit rule
was introduced, and the game of volleyball that we
know today was made official in 1947 after the
FIVB was formed.

Have You Ever Heard of ‘ASMR’?

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff

§ »
. 4

Not everyone experiences ASMR. For those
who do, the experience seems to be in response to

R stands various trligers or situations in-

|Y for Autonomous Senso- gieaf=fo4 volving sight, touch, or sound. The
ry Meridian Response ~ ______ o A S M R, ______ intensity of specific stimuli may
and is a term used to describe ! S ivl : vary, and while one person may
a tingling, static like goose- .45@ ?3;3/(\ gs §iE respond to the soun(f of whisper-
bumps sensation. It’s a re- B o @4—» shwe  ®DF ing, another person may experi-

sponse to specific .triglgering ) )
audio or visual stimuli. These sensations are said
to spread across the skull or down the back of the
neck and, for some, down the sls\]/flne or limbs.

When experiencing ASMR sensations, some
people report pleasant feelings of relaxation, calm,
sleepiness or well-being.

] ence ASMR while
Talking softly or moving slowly
Tapping or typing

lose personal attention or eye contact
Massage, hair brushing or hair cuts
Humming or chewing
Light patterns

Music is a Universal Language that Spans Centuries

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
_ The history of
|} music is the study of the
origin and evolution of
music over time. Music has been
around for as long as humans
have existed (not exactly obvi-
ously) and it has played an im-
portant role in culture all over
the world.

The earliest evidence of
music comes from the Middle
Paleolithic period, around 40,000
years ago. This evidence includes bone flutes and
other instruments that were found in Europe and
Asia. Early music was likely used for a variety of
purposes including for ritual, entertainment, and
communication. As cultures developed, so did mu-
sic.

Different cultures developed their own
unique musical styles, which
were influenced by their envi-
ronment, history, and religion.
3 Some of the most important
B periods in the history of music

Pl include the Classical period
“ (1750-1820), the romantic peri-
g od (1820-1900) and the 20t
century. The classical period
was characterized by its em-
phasis on balance harmony,
and clarity. The romantic peri-
od was characterized by its
emotional expressiveness and its use of new in-
struments and techniques. )

Music has played an important role in hu-

man culture for centuries, and it continues to
evolve and change today.
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Lincoln’s Assasination Shocked a War-Torn Country

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
On April 14, 1846, in
| the eve.ninf, President Abra-
ham Lincoln was shot by actor
John Wilkes Booth while attending a
e\l]ay with his wife at Ford's Theatre in
ashington D.C. Booth entered Lin-
colns private theater box unnoticed
and shot the president with a single
bullet in the back of his head. Lincoln
died the next morning. He was the
first U.S president to be assassinated.

R :
i 74

~_ News of the president's death traveled
quickly, and by the end of the day's flags
across the country flew at half-mast, busi-
nesses were closed and people who had re-
cently rejoiced at the end of the Civil War
now reeled from Lincolns shocking assassina-
tion.

Booth, meanwhile, broke his leg jump-
ing from the president's theater box but man-
aged to escape Washington. He was found by
federal troops 12 days later hiding in a barn
_ near Port Royal, Virgina. He was shot during
his capture and died several hours later.

Have You Ever Heard of ‘ASMR’?

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff

ASMR stands for Autonomous Sen-
|} sory Meridian Response and 1is a term
. used to de-
scribe a tingling, =,
static like goose- X >
bumps sensation.
It’s a response to pes== *
specific triggering i

. . A
audio or visual stim- Loi-ap, @

L 2 e X
uli. These sensations a C‘Q 43 @
are said to spread " Seoce M-

Autonomous

across the skull or
down the back of the
neck and, for some, down the spine or limbs.

When experiencing ASMR sensations, some
people report pleasant feelings of relaxation, calm,
sleepiness or well-being.

Not everyone experiences ASMR. For those

=R R P
'“‘ (f‘ﬁ\’“» ',?m

who do, the experience seems to be in response to
various triggers or situations involving sight,
touch, or sound. The intensity of speci%ic stimuli
may vary, and while one person may respond to
the sound of whis-
pering, another per-
son may experience

ASMR while
@------ 3 o Talking softly or
' 1

| moving slowly

|

& 3 4 ¢ Tapping or typ-
AR b ing
Jay - Yo &) e Close personal
Meridian Response attentlon or eye
contact

Massage, hair brushing or hair cuts
Humming or chewing

Light patterns

Slowly turning a page or folding paper
Scratching, crisp or squishing sounds

Music is a Universal Language that Spans Centuries

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
_ The history of
|} music is the study of the
¥ origin and evolution of
music over time. Music has been
around for as long as humans
have existed (not exactly obvi-
ously) and it has played an im-
portant role in culture all over
the world.

The earliest evidence of
music comes from the Middle
Paleolithic period, around 40,000
years ago. This evidence includes bone flutes and
other instruments that were found in Europe and
Asia. Early music was likely used for a variety of
purposes including for ritual, entertainment, and
communication. As cultures developed, so did mu-
sic.

Different cultures developed their own
unique musical styles, which
were influenced by their envi-
ronment, history, and religion.
3 Some of the most important
B periods in the history of music
Pl include the Classical period
“ (1750-1820), the romantic peri-
g od (1820-1900) and the 20t
century. The classical period
was characterized by its em-
phasis on balance harmony,
and clarity. The romantic peri-
od was characterized by its
emotional expressiveness and its use of new in-
struments and techniques.
Music has played an important role in hu-

man culture for centuries, and it continues to
evolve and change today.




