
 

 

 

Welcome to Advanced Placement Biology 

Dr. Terry Gaunt 

Summer Assignment 2025 
 

I am excited to have you in my AP Biology class! 

Thank you for your interest in taking AP Biology. This course is designed to cover every topic area of 

biological sciences – including a good portion of evolution (I’ll explain later). Some areas will be covered 

much more thoroughly than others. The course pace is quick, and the amount of material covered is 

well above what is covered in a typical high school biology course. Though not necessary, it is 

recommended for students to take this course if there is any interest in exploring any field of biological 

sciences or medical fields. 

There are 8 Units that we will be covering prior to the AP Exam. To properly cover and prepare 

students, the first 2 units YOU will cover this summer on your own. These are most likely units you 

have covered more than once so far in your education so you will most likely be familiar with them 

already. 

 

What you will need… 

 
1. TEXTBOOK: 

***IMPORTANT NOTE… Do NOT make any textbook purchases until further notice. I 

will provide specific instructions on how to purchase the “textbook package” that you’ll 

need at a later date. However, in the meantime, here is general information on what texts 

we’ll be using. You can explore and get a hard copy if you want for now. 

 
***The Textbook info is…  

• ISBN 9780136811145 - Campbell Bio 12e (this is a digital textbook package) 
• ISBN 9780136486879 – Campbell Biology 12e (this is the hard copy text) 
• ISBN 9780136486930 - AP Biology Test Prep Workbook (this accompanies the text) 

 

2. Purchase 1 or more (more recommended) AP Review and Prep Guides.  

AP Biology Exam Prep Manuals & Guides.  

1. Barron’s AP Biology Premium 2026… (yellow cover with DNA on the cover) ISBN: 

9781506296708 

2. AP Biology Premium Prep. The Princeton Review 27th edition (ISBN: 9780593517567) 

3. AND/OR 28th edition (for digital exam)… ISBN: 9780593518397 

 

SUMMER 2025 ASSIGNMENTS: 



 
 

1. Read & Review Chapter 2 “The Chemical Context of Life”.  

 **(pdf of this chapter will be provided as an attachment) 

• Complete/Answer Concept Check questions 2.1, 2.2, 2.3; & 2.4 

• Read the “Scientific Skills Exercise” and answer “Interpret the Data” questions 

#1-4 

 

2. Unit #1 Chemistry of Life 

• Read Chapters 3-5 in Text 

  **(pdf of these chapters will be provided as an attachment) 

i. Answer ALL the "Concept Check" questions scattered through each 

chapter. (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, etc.) 

ii. Answer ALL "Scientific Skills Exercise" AND "Interpret the Data" 

questions for each chapter as well. 

• AP Biology Unit 1 Chemistry of Life packet. 

i. Answer EACH "Learning Objective" question found in each topic 

area through the packet. (example Topic 1.1, Topic 1.2, etc.) 

 

3. Unit #2 Cell Structure and Function (basically a repeat of the same 

types of things as learned in regular biology class) 

• Read Chapters 6-7 in Text 

  **(pdf of these chapters will be provided as an attachment) 

i. Answer ALL the "Concept Check" questions scattered through each 

chapter.  

ii. Answer ALL "Scientific Skills Exercise" AND "Interpret the Data" 

questions for each chapter as well. 

• AP Biology Unit 2 Cell Structure and Function packet. 

i. Answer EACH "Learning Objective" question found in each topic 

area through the packet. 

 

• These assignments may be submitted back to me as you go or turned into to me as we 

begin the school year. 

• I prefer the assignments to be typed. However, if you choose to handwrite each, 

that is acceptable as I don’t want to hinder your preference. 

• I don’t mind reviewing the assignments throughout the summer and providing 

feedback as well. You can email the assignments to me as an email attachment 

anytime. 

• Upon the start of the school year, we will review these 2 units to start and 

then you will be given a test to check your understanding of these 2 units. The 

test will be sometime after the first few class meetings, and we’ve had time to review 

the topics. 

 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact me. I’ll be checking emails 

quite regularly and will respond within a short-reasonable time frame. 

 

Dr. Gaunt, tgaunt@cvcs.org 
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