
Advanced Placement World History Summer Assignment 

 

Welcome to AP World History! I know for most of you, this will be your first AP class. I applaud you for 
your willingness to challenge yourself by signing up for such a rigorous course. With hard work and 
dedication, you will have the opportunity to earn college credit for this class if you take and pass the AP 
exam in May or if you decide you sign up for College in the High School. 

Preparation for the exam starts today. Over the course of the summer you will be asked to do the 
following things: 

1. Secure a dedicated notebook for your history notes. 
2. Consider purchasing an AP World History Study Guide. 
3. Study for a geography exam that will be held on the second day of school. 

You have plenty of time over the summer to accomplish these tasks and have fun. One of the most 
important skills you’ll need in an Advanced Placement course is time management. Devise a study plan 
for your geography exam and stick to it. Procrastination is your enemy. 

Notebook 

You will need a substantial notebook for this class. I suggest either a binder with five dividers (one for 
each unit), or a spiral notebook with folders for handouts. 

AP World History Study Guide 

There are several commercially-published study guides for the AP World History exam. Many students 
choose to purchase one in the spring, but they are really a helpful tool for the entire year. Study guides 
give quick summaries, important vocabulary, timelines and practice test questions. They range from 
about $10-12 and can be found at most bookstores and at Amazon.com. Please note that the curriculum 
outline is changing slightly for the 2011/2012 school year, so while older editions of study guides can still 
be helpful, you might choose one published for this year.  

Geography Exam (Exam in class on the FIRST FRIDAY) 

In order to support your studies in AP World History, it is important to be familiar with major geographic 
features. Please locate each of the areas listed below on a map. You will be tested on this during the first 
week of school, so make sure you are prepared. The exam will provide you with maps and bank of 
geographic features. You will need to match the correct labels to the geographic features. 

  



Study tips:  

• Use BLOOKET, QUIZLET, or other online practice GEOGRAPHY tests and resources to practice 
what you know. 

• Make manageable, small weekly goals. These terms need to be committed to your long-term 
memory. Waiting until the day before the test to cram will defeat the purpose of this exercise. 

• Put your map key somewhere will you will see it every day (your bedroom wall, the bathroom, 
next to the computer, on the fridge, etc.) 

Water Features: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Arctic Ocean, Adriatic 
Sea, Baltic Sea, Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Black Sea, Caribbean Sea, Dead Sea, Sea of Japan, North Sea, Nile 
River, Congo River, Tigris River, Euphrates  River, Amazon River, Indus River, Ganges River, Yangtze River, 
Yellow River (Huang He), Mekong River, Danube River, English Channel , Straight of Gilbratar 

Regions: North Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Central/Equatorial Africa, South Africa, Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Central Asia, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, The Middle East/West Asia, Latin America, 
South America, Mesoamerica/Central America, North America, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, Asia 
Minor, Balkans, Iberian Peninsula 

Geographic Features: Andes Mountains, Panama Canal, Sahara Desert, Alps, Caucasus Mountains, 
Pyrenees Mountains, Ural Mountains, Himalayas, Suez Canal, Sahara Desert, Kalahari Desert, Gobi 
Desert, Atacama Desert, Tibetan Plateau, Rocky Mountains 
























