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Extra Effort Will Pay Off! 

 
 
With just 8 school days left until the end of the second quarter, Mears teachers and staff 
are promoting a school-wide message for all students to ​FINISH STRONG​ ​in their second 
quarter classes.  Students are encouraged to put forth their best effort over these next 
two weeks--study hard, complete all assignments, and make up any missing work. 
Students are encouraged to check their gradebooks and communicate with their 
teachers.  
 
Passing all classes in middle school is an extremely important indicator of likely success in 
high school and beyond.   



How to Support Your Student  
 
Parents and Families, your student’s grades are continually updated in Q, which is 
viewable in QParentConnection.  If you do not know your pin or password, please call the 
front office at 907-742-6400 or call your counselor to get that important information.   
 
Parent/Family Tools:  

● Q Parent Connection for checking grades: ​https://www.asdk12.org/domain/1697  
● Canvas Parent Observer (see attachment) Link for detailed class info and student 

progress in Canvas: ​https://www.asdk12.org/domain/5039 
● Mears Landing Pad (see attachment for Clever access) for Applications being used 

this year and helpful tech tips: ​https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4940 
● Contact your counselor for tutoring or homework help.   

 
Spirit Week is Here -- Dec. 7-11 

  
 
 
Mears Student Advisory 
Board has been busy 
planning upcoming 
events, including next 
week’s Spirit Week and 
the Holiday Giving Drive. 
See below for more 
details.  
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, Dec. 7​ -- Pajama Day 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 8 ​-- Holiday Hats, Colors, and Traditions Day 
 
Thursday, Dec. 10​ -- Ugly Sweater Day 
 
Friday, Dec. 11​ -- Mears School Colors Day (Black and Gold) 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F1697&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449051121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2xmVoqeolLZZ1h7Y7JCHDATpGjK7IV0PrjeDVrBImbE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F5039&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449051121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UuGJcocpcKLsEQEeLYUWQ73Kolj07K53BzJXtgpWaiI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F4940&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449061113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N6Wq5dXlvpayE0uxL%2FMBYiRdSRrwBq5e81xtOC8gmm8%3D&reserved=0


Mears Promotes Holiday Giving Drive 
 
This year, Mears continues to 
support giving to those less 
fortunate; however, since 
COVID-19 prevents in-person 
collection, we encourage 
students and families to share 
with others and record that act 
of kindness on this form.  Our 
emphasis for giving this year 
will be non-perishable food 
items, including canned foods 
and dry goods.  Please select 
from the list of charities 
provided below or drop the 
food off at your favorite giving 
location.   
Thanks for your kindness! 

Mears Holiday Giving Drive 

 
Hard Work Pays Off! 
Celebrating Honor Roll Students 
 

 
Mears Middle School is extremely proud of the high level of achievement that so many of 
our students are reaching.  The chart above shows that a majority of students at Mears 
have made the Honor Roll for the first quarter.  Out of 706 students at Mears (366 7th 
graders and 340 8th graders), 450, 64% of the total, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  It is also 
worth noting that the vast majority of students at Mears are passing all of their classes, 
with many students extremely close to achieving the 3.0 GPA mark.   
 

Grade Level  3.0-3.99 GPA  4.0 GPA  Overall % 
7th   141 students  90 students  63% 
8th  179 students  40 students  64% 

https://forms.gle/fz8GNa4kiHGFPbX86


Stay Informed and Get Involved 
 
Teachers and Staff 
 
Monday/Dec. 7 -- Staff Meeting, 8:00-8:30am 
Pajama Day Planning and CT before and after school  
 
Tuesday/Dec. 8 --  Planning and CT before and after school  
Holiday Colors and Traditions Day  

   
Wednesday/Dec. 9  --  CT Meetings, 8:00-9:00am 

Teacher-led Tech Tips (Optional), 9:00-9:30am  
CT Leadership, 10:30-12:00pm 
Covid-19 Subcommittees,  12:30-1:30pm 
Departments (Optional), 12:45-1:45pm  
Student Advisory Board, 1:00-2:00pm  

 
Thursday/Dec. 10 --  Planning and CT before and after school  
Ugly Sweater Day 
 
Friday/Dec. 11 --  Planning and CT before and after school  
Mears School Colors Day   

  
   
Get Involved & Stay Connected: 
 
Why Not Wednesdays #5: What’s Your Favorite Hobby? 

 

What's your favorite hobby that doesn't involve a screen? 

For this week's "Why Not Wednesday" we wanted to focus 
on Healthy Hobbies that you can do to get you away from 
the screen for a while. Do you play music or do some other 
form of art? Maybe have pets that you take care of? Do you 
play a sport or are a part of some type of club? Show and 
share with us what you do to stay healthy while not being on 
the screen! We recommend you make this a part of your 
daily routine and if you don't have something you do 
already, you can see what others do and do something 
similar! 

Be sure to take a photo and share it with us on Canvas 
Pictures! 



Mears READS Book Club 
 
 
The book club meets once a month, on Zoom, 
and we keep in contact through Canvas. 
Contact Mrs. Fleming for the Canvas join link. 
fleming_heather@asdk12.org​ or call 
742-6432. 
 
Each month, we have daring discussions and 
artful activities around the book, followed by 
the nomination of books and a vote on what 
title we will read for the next month. We are 
currently reading  ​Flunked​,  by Lauren James. 
It is book one in the Fairytale Reform School 
series. ​Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
December 15th at 2:15 PM. ​Come with a title 
to nominate for January. 
 
 

 
 

 
Library Curbside Pickup 

 
Students can check out materials from 
the library and pick them up curbside! 
 
Books can be put on hold through the 
online catalog and you can borrow 
puzzles by filling out a quick form.  
 
Directions and more information can 
be found on the library website: 
https://mearslibrary.weebly.com 
 

 
 
 

mailto:fleming_heather@asdk12.org
https://mearslibrary.weebly.com/


December Writing Contest 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



All of us have stories to tell.​  All are welcome and 
encouraged to join in!  Feel free to direct any questions to Mr. Pease at 
pease_thomas@asdk12.org 
 
Visit the link: 
Mears Writing Contest/December, 2020 
 
Congratulations to Ella Wheeles, Mears November Winner, for her story, 
“Hockey with Heart.”  Here’s an excerpt:  
 

 
 

       

Does Your Family Need Some Extra Support?

 
CARES ACT Voucher Application 

mailto:pease_thomas@asdk12.org
https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/mears-creative-writing-contest/home
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmoa-onlineforms.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fassistance_application&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C46deca09e2104e6030dc08d897b4fc44%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637426150860837422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YEWkP0UemysG5SgD9QWLgcVJEB90bLFZvJkQVcIOGyI%3D&reserved=0


 

Mears Counseling Corner 
 
Need Support? 
Want to be more Connected? 
Interested in student chat groups? 
Check out the calming rooms?  
Build Lifelong Skills and Habits?  
 

Come to Mears Counseling Corner! 
 
Mears Counseling is a place where 
students can contact their counselor, find 
resources, and have a safe place to 
connect.   
 
We are hoping to start chat groups soon 
on Wednesdays via Zoom from 
12:30-1:30pm.  Survey on topics is coming 
soon.  
 
Plus lots of other cool stuff!!! 
 
Link to the New Canvas Counseling Shell: 
 

https://asdk12.instructure.com/courses/160428 
  

Your Counselors 

Brent Haugen, 907-742-6428 

Caitlin Burr, 907-742-6424 

Crysta Svendsen, 907-742-6426 

 

Mears Outreach Counseling Page HELP Ticket ​https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4978 

https://asdk12.instructure.com/courses/160428
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4978


 
 
Recently Updated: ASD’s Health and Safety Covid Matrix 
 
ASD’s planning and decision-making process for determining the District’s risk level for 
conducting school takes multiple community factors into consideration. The District 
conducts this process in close conversation with the ​ Municipality of Anchorage​ and the 
State of Alaska Department of Health and Social Services.  
  
In recent months, organizations such as the ​Center for Disease Control​, the ​American 
Academy of Pediatrics ​, and the ​World Health Organization​ have expanded their guidance 
and resources regarding safely providing public education. This new information includes 
a range of metrics and other criteria that allows districts, in close coordination with state 
and local health officials, to revise and adapt school opening guidelines based on the 
unique context of their community. 
 

Here is a link to ASD’s Covid Community Health Matrix:​ ​ASD's Covid Matrix 
 
 
 

   
 
Congratulations ​to Mears’ New President Curt Ehrhart and 
Sheila Hill as our new Treasurer.  
 
Mears PTSA still has open leadership positions, including 
Vice President and Secretary.  Please let us know if you are 
interested in volunteering to support this great 
organization and our wonderful school community.   
 

 
  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.muni.org%2Fdepartments%2Fhealth%2FPages%2Fdefault.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732414507&sdata=iqTrmpOHzgFEPoaoHWYLJHD2hbYODmKaC3ADrEcyHYY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Findicators.html&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732419487&sdata=HZ3RfJlbX1805ZEboxldthStM3RGVDwoduz0cOi90cI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aappublications.org%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2F26%2Fschoolreopening062620&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732424467&sdata=yp6hgHxSOrFMwqd%2FN0kUZvIuP0QNYUJIW4P9cnIdcMI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aappublications.org%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2F26%2Fschoolreopening062620&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732424467&sdata=yp6hgHxSOrFMwqd%2FN0kUZvIuP0QNYUJIW4P9cnIdcMI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Fnews-room%2Fq-a-detail%2Fq-a-schools-and-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732429444&sdata=eoQk0myxNaA4blL1lM7GeuY8s1KtaWOca4NS%2F0%2Fc8bM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2FPage%2F16047&data=02%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7Cda8475b4871b46ee553c08d865a1abb9%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637371092350599260&sdata=ASC3W3%2FlUMvLgrI7vK4Q%2B6d3ZE%2Fw1oW20LDAkWgQKZg%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for the continued 
support of the Mears PTSA. Our 
school store sells PE approved 
clothing, beanies, baseball caps, 
hoodies and more is online 
www.MearsPTSA.com  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
Join Mears PTSA Membership become part of an organization that is the 
leading Child advocacy group in the Nation. You not only become a 
member of Mears. But Alaska PTA and National  
PTA. Membership benefits include Office Depot/Office Max, Hertz, and 
more.  

Learn more about the benefits at ​www.MearsPTSA.com  
  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

http://www.mearsptsa.com/
http://www.mearsptsa.com/


 

Thanks to all of our Nurses and other Health 
Care Workers! 

 

 
Special thanks to Ms. Ali Lindsey and Mears students who offer their thanks and gratitude 

to all the nurses and health care workers in ASD! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Mears Middle School Mission 
Through teamwork and cooperation, all students become partners in their own educational progress, 

fostering self-respect, responsibility and integrity.   
Mears Middle School Website 

https://www.asdk12.org/mears

