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On Thursday, Dec. 10, students in Mr. Shawn Campbell's band class performed during
Ugly Sweater Day. One of four Spirit Days sponsored by Mears Student Advisory Board
(SAB), Ugly Sweater Day brought out some very funny and entertaining holiday fashion.

Special thanks goes out to all the students and faculty who participated in the Spirit Days,
along with the student leaders from Student Advisory, who are committed to bringing out
the best at Mears every day! As we head into the final week of the 2020 school year, our
focus on fun and community building will serve as a great reminder to all of us to be
grateful to belong to such a wonderful and supportive school community. Go Panthers!



4 Days Remain -- Finish Strong!

With just 4 school days left until the end of the second quarter, Mears teachers and staff
are promoting a school-wide message for all students to FINISH STRONG in their second
quarter classes. Students are encouraged to put forth their best effort over these next
two weeks--study hard, complete all assignments, and make up any missing work.
Students are encouraged to check their gradebooks and communicate with their
teachers.

Passing all classes in middle school is an extremely important indicator of likely success in
high school and beyond.

How to Support Your Student

Parents and Families, your student’s grades are continually updated in Q, which is
viewable in QParentConnection. If you do not know your pin or password, please call the
front office at 907-742-6400 or call your counselor to get that important information.

Parent/Family Tools:

e Q Parent Connection for checking grades: https: / /www.asdk12.org /domain /1697

e Canvas Parent Observer (see attachment) Link for detailed class info and student
progress in Canvas: https: / /www.asdkl12.org /domain /5039

e Mears Landing Pad (see attachment for Clever access) for Applications being used
this year and helpful tech tips: https: / /www.asdk12.org /domain /4940

e Contact your counselor for tutoring or homework help.

Encourage participation in homework help sessions:

e Happening Now from 2-2:45PM M,T,R,F and 9AM-2:45PM on W

e Here is the zoom link:
https://asdk12.zoom.us/j/958801081787?pwd=TFZDY0dvVFBzU3l4aWEySFhCUEdPdz0
9

Quarter 3 Student Support Programs:

e There are several programs starting in Quarter 3 to give students the opportunity
to finish classes they did not receive a passing grades in during Quarters 1 and 2

e Ifyou are interested, please complete this survey if you haven't already:
https:/ /forms.gle /Qx9HeTP5eBy4UdcN7

e If you have further questions please contact Caitlin Burr at 742-6424



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F1697&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449051121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2xmVoqeolLZZ1h7Y7JCHDATpGjK7IV0PrjeDVrBImbE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F5039&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449051121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UuGJcocpcKLsEQEeLYUWQ73Kolj07K53BzJXtgpWaiI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2Fdomain%2F4940&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C1de5c0bb0233461e4b2d08d88755663f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637408148449061113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N6Wq5dXlvpayE0uxL%2FMBYiRdSRrwBq5e81xtOC8gmm8%3D&reserved=0
https://asdk12.zoom.us/j/95880108178?pwd=TFZDY0dvVFBzU3l4aWEySFhCUEdPdz09
https://asdk12.zoom.us/j/95880108178?pwd=TFZDY0dvVFBzU3l4aWEySFhCUEdPdz09
https://forms.gle/Qx9HeTP5eBy4UdcN7

Mears Promotes Holiday Giving Drive
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Mears Holiday Giving Drive

Stay Informed and Get Involved

Teachers and Staff

This year, Mears continues to
support giving to those less
fortunate; however, since
COVID-19 prevents in-person
collection, we encourage
students and families to share
with others and record that act
of kindness on this form. Our
emphasis for giving this year
will be non-perishable food
items, including canned foods
and dry goods. Please select
from the list of charities
provided below or drop the
food off at your favorite giving
location.

Thanks for your kindness!

Monday/Dec. 14 -- Leadership Team Meeting, 8:00-8:30am
Planning and CT before and after school

Tuesday/Dec. 15 -- Planning and CT before and after school

Wednesday/Dec.16 -- Staff Meeting, 8:00-9:00am

Canvas Open Hours Support Session, 9:00-10:00am
Departments (Optional), 12:45-1:45pm
Student Advisory Board, 1:00-2:00pm

Thursday/Dec. 17 -- Planning and CT before and after school

Friday/Dec. 18 -- In-service Day


https://forms.gle/fz8GNa4kiHGFPbX86

Get Involved & Stay Connected:

Why Not Wednesdays #6: It’s time to build a snowman
Let's get outside this week and spread some CHEER!!

Be sure to take a photo and share it with us on Canvas Pictures!
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Mears READS Book Club
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The book club meets once a month, on Zoom, and we
keep in contact through Canvas. Contact Mrs. Fleming
for the Canvas join link. fleming heather@asdkl2.org or
call 742-6432.

Each month, we have daring discussions and artful

| activities around the book, followed by the nomination
of books and a vote on what title we will read for the
next month. We are currently reading Flunked, by

f Lauren James. It is book one in the Fairytale Reform

¥ School series. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday,
December 15th at 2:15 PM. Come with a title to
nominate for January.


mailto:fleming_heather@asdk12.org

Library Curbside Pickup Every Day

° Make sure you don'’t run out
e o of books to read over the
° .*, ® READING lS break! Students can check
e\ out 10 books at a time and
o Sn OW MuCh Fun ! add a puzzle or two as well.

GET BOOKS FOR Curbside will be available
WINTER BREAK FROM EVERY day next week! Mon.
 d. 9-3, Tues. 9-5, Wed. 9-5,
SRS R e=avd Thurs. 9-3:30. Fri. 9-3. Do

you need to come earlier
than 9AM? Call Mrs. Fleming
and set up an appointment.

Directions and more information can be found on the library website:
https: //mearslibrary.weebly.com

December Writing Contest

TELL US YOUR STORY

GOING ALL OUT, GOING THE EXTRA MILE or
/) even GOING TOO FAR! J|
| <

Deadline: Wednesday, December 16th


https://mearslibrary.weebly.com/

Story Guidelines

1. Make your story fit the theme, “Going all out, Going th

Going too far.” -
2. Tell your story in no more than 4 minutes.
The story must be true.
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happened to a friend or that you heard or read about.

on Canvas studio inside the Canvas module.)

e extra mile, or even

3 {
4. The story must be your story, an experience you had, and not a story that

5.  While you should write out a draft of your story first, the story entry will be
spoken words, recorded using the Canvas studio tool. (See the video tutorial

Planning to Tell your Story

Start with action!
Organize your story around a beginning, a middle, and an end.
Write it out. Have another person read it and give you feedback.

Read your story multiple times, play it in your mind, practice it in front of your

dog. Become so familiar with your story that you don’t even need notes.

Perform a timed rehearsal. Remember, no more than 4 minutes.

¢ Remember to tell your story and not simply read it. Consider volume, pauses,

voice, body posture, hand gestures, facial expressions.

¢ When you are ready to record, watch the instructional video in this module on

how to record using Studio and how to submit your completed video.

All of us have stories to tell. Al are welcome and

encouraged to join in! Feel free to direct any questions to Mr. Pease at

pease thomas@asdki2.org

Visit the link:
Mears Writing Contest /December, 2020

Hockey with Heart

A mix between a short story and a memoir b\/ Ella Wheeles

Watching hockey makes me happy. The rush of energy and adrenaline bounces
off the team and into all the fans. The puck glides around the ice and makes
me eager, but somehow calm. Seeing everybody I know makes it feel like home.
Menard especially, the memories of state years in the past come flowing back.
The excitement, the feeling, the happiness. That kind of happiness I haven't felt
in a long time, not anywhere near it since hockey season is over.

When Dimond’s season is over, I don’t have anything to do. this year especially.
Since watching Dimond hockey was my only way to step into my own world
where I could forget everything around me, now I'm stuck in reality. Hockey

was the only time where I could just forget the rest of the world and focus on
the Fire on Ice.

Congratulations to Ella
Wheeles, Mears November
Winner, for her story,
“Hockey with Heart.” Here's
an excerpt:


mailto:pease_thomas@asdk12.org
https://sites.google.com/asdk12.net/mears-creative-writing-contest/home

Does Your Family Need Some Extra Support?

CARES Act Voucher (Gift Card) Program
Application

Introduction
The Voucher Program is made possible through CARES Act funding from the Municipality of Anchorage. This
program will provide vouchers to individuals and/or families living within the municipality to help them with
certain daily expenses such as groceries, diapers, medication, gasoline, etc. The vouchers will be made up of non-
transferable gift cards from local participating stores that can be redeemed for those daily expenses. You will
receive one voucher per address with the exception of those living in a residential program that requires sharing a
physical address. Households including minor children are eligible for an increased benefit.

CARES ACT Voucher Application

Mears Counseling Corner

Need Support? Want to be more Connected? Interested in student chat
groups? Check out the calming rooms? Build Lifelong Skills and Habits?

Come to Mears Counseling Corner!

Mears Counseling is a place where students can contact their counselor, find resources,
and have a safe place to connect. Join here: https://asdk12.instructure.com/enroll/M43FJ4

We have started chat groups! Feel free to join us for the last Wednesday in Quarter 2 via
Zoom from 12:30-1:30pm. Groups will begin again after break.

We wish every student a Strong Quarter 2 finish and the happiest of holidays!!! If you need
help wrapping up classes, please do not hesitate to call /reach out!!!
https: / /asdkl2.instructure.com /courses /160428

Mears Outreach Counseling Page HELP Ticket https://www.asdkl12.org /domain /4978



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmoa-onlineforms.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fassistance_application&data=04%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7C46deca09e2104e6030dc08d897b4fc44%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637426150860837422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YEWkP0UemysG5SgD9QWLgcVJEB90bLFZvJkQVcIOGyI%3D&reserved=0
https://asdk12.instructure.com/enroll/M43FJ4
https://asdk12.instructure.com/courses/160428
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/4978

Welcome to Mears Counseling!

Your Counselors

Brent Haugen,
907-742-6428

Caitlin Burr,
907-742-6424

Crysta Svendsen,
907-742-6426

Mears Counseling is a place where students can contact their counselor, find resources, and have a safe

place to connect.

Recently Updated: ASD’s Health and Safety Covid Matrix

ASD’s planning and decision-making process for determining the District’s risk level for
conducting school takes multiple community factors into consideration. The District
conducts this process in close conversation with the Municipality of Anchorage and the
State of Alaska Department of Health and Social Services.

In recent months, organizations such as the Center for Disease Control, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and the World Health Organization have expanded their guidance
and resources regarding safely providing public education. This new information includes
a range of metrics and other criteria that allows districts, in close coordination with state
and local health officials, to revise and adapt school opening guidelines based on the
unique context of their community.

Here is a link to ASD’s Covid Community Health Matrix: ASD's Covid Matrix



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.muni.org%2Fdepartments%2Fhealth%2FPages%2Fdefault.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732414507&sdata=iqTrmpOHzgFEPoaoHWYLJHD2hbYODmKaC3ADrEcyHYY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Findicators.html&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732419487&sdata=HZ3RfJlbX1805ZEboxldthStM3RGVDwoduz0cOi90cI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aappublications.org%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2F26%2Fschoolreopening062620&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732424467&sdata=yp6hgHxSOrFMwqd%2FN0kUZvIuP0QNYUJIW4P9cnIdcMI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aappublications.org%2Fnews%2F2020%2F06%2F26%2Fschoolreopening062620&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732424467&sdata=yp6hgHxSOrFMwqd%2FN0kUZvIuP0QNYUJIW4P9cnIdcMI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Fnews-room%2Fq-a-detail%2Fq-a-schools-and-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7Cyezbick_mark%40asdk12.org%7C5f873c007e8c474f0e0f08d85b63dbf7%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637359831732429444&sdata=eoQk0myxNaA4blL1lM7GeuY8s1KtaWOca4NS%2F0%2Fc8bM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asdk12.org%2FPage%2F16047&data=02%7C01%7CBackman_Eric%40asdk12.org%7Cda8475b4871b46ee553c08d865a1abb9%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637371092350599260&sdata=ASC3W3%2FlUMvLgrI7vK4Q%2B6d3ZE%2Fw1oW20LDAkWgQKZg%3D&reserved=0
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Anchorage, A
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Congratulations to Mears’ New President Curt Ehrhart and
Sheila Hill as our new Treasurer.

Mears PTSA still has open leadership positions, including
Vice President and Secretary. Please let us know if you are
interested in volunteering to support this great
organization and our wonderful school community.

Thank you for the continued support of the Mears PTSA. Our school store
sells PE approved clothing, beanies, baseball caps, hoodies and more is online
www.MearsPTSA.com

Join Mears PTSA Membership and
become part of an organization that is the JOIN

FOR

leading Child advocacy group in the

Nation. You not only become a member

of Mears. But Alaska PTA and National YOU R
PTA. Membership benefits include Office C H I LD
Depot/Office Max, Hertz, and more.

Learn more about the benefits at National
www.MearsPTSA.com 'PTI"'

everychild.onevoice®



http://www.mearsptsa.com/
http://www.mearsptsa.com/

Ways you can help Mears PTSA

Raise funds doing your day to day shopping and holiday shopping

Amazon Smile

Help bring joy this season
Buy your gifts at AmazonSmile and Amazon donates
amazonsmile Make a difference this holiday. Shop for gifts at
smile.amazon.com /ch /92-0138999 to
generate donations for Mears PTSA.

Shutterfly

http://mearsptsa.shutterflystorefront.com



https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3I6TPVO7NCSDW&K=183BMOH34WDJD&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201026150259399a69befaa1408e99f3ab3320a0p0na&R=15PVAKJDUX5GA&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F92-0138999%3Fref%3Dorg_em_cldsa_bl2_csmi&H=NE8QACVSUDYTEUHMKHDWY8JEAC8A
http://mearsptsa.shutterflystorefront.com/

Fred Meyer Community Rewards

Dear Mears Middle School PTSA (FT042),

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to 01-J glé%(-)f(?ﬁ? 30-

bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods
we call home. Our stores are on a mission to not
just part of, but to help create a stronger
community. We recognize that every community

has unique causes that need support. Thank you
for being such an important organization in our

community.
' Households

We encourage you to ask your supporters to link
their rewards card to your organization. Community
Rewards is easy to use, The more your supporters
shop with us, the more money your organization

o 9 0 9 9
We are committed to carefully protecting our u

customer's personal information. In order to meet
their expectation of privacy, we have adopted a

simple policy to never share a customer's personal Total Donati ons

information. Our privacy policy applies to

Spirit Week Holiday Hats and Traditions




Mears Middle School Mission

Through teamwork and cooperation, all students become partners in their own educational progress,
fostering self-respect, responsibility and integrity.
Mears Middle School Website



https://www.asdk12.org/mears

