
 

 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 

VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL  

SENIOR RECOGNITION NIGHT  

CLASS OF 2025 
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VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIOR AWARDS 

JUNE 2025 
 

Karyn Choromanski Kristine Kirkaldy 
Hannah Botala Connor Brogan 
Mary Cogrove Cheyenne Carr 
Rory Couture Brayden Duggento 
Ethan Croke Hailey Dusablon 
Dylan Field Spencer Gebo 

Ethan Hallock Reed Grant 
Tryphene Miguel Kendra Jackson 

Rizz Mullin Katelyn Laberge 
Zachary Norris Megan LaFountaine 

Reese Paquette Xavier Redmond 
Isabella Porter Francisco “Gabi” Santiago-Loyola 
Hailey Preston Kaitlyn Wagner 

Gabriel Scribner Tenley Whitehouse 
  

Carlie Guinane Gabe Schechter & Rae Bangs 
Tapanga Burchard Hayden Bassett 

Blue Chouinard Gerrit Beenen 
Chase Delorme Emma Bergmans 

Dylan Essex Luke Davis 
Jackson Gernander Gunnar DeGraaf 

Sophia Johnson Josselyn Farnsworth 
Hannah Larrow Rachel Gebo 
Dakota Parker Nina Giron 

Zoey Waas Spencer Grimm 
Kiersten Wigle Torrey Hanna 
Jing Williams Lily Root 

  
Lynn Kayhart Karl Steen 
Robin Andrus Savanah Blaise 
Owen Collette Evan Brooks 
Kira Emmons Claire Clark 
Rory Hendee Morgan Davis 

Kaydence Kenyon Axel de Boer 
Brody McGuire Grey Fearon 

Charles Ouellette Austen Hamel 
Isaac Preston Mia Kutchukian 

Kestin Puechl-Sproul Megan Mentzer 
 Elsa Michaels 
 Eliza Olenga 
 Devon Pierce 
 Felipe Sanchez-Gonzalez 
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This booklet contains descriptions of the 
many awards and scholarships that VUHS 
seniors have received. Recipient’s name(s) is 
in parentheses at the end of the description 
for those scholarships and awards students 
do not know about. Only merit-based college 
scholarships that students received and 
reported from the school they will attend are 
printed in this booklet as well as other 
scholarships reported as of May 30th.   
 
VUHS has a very generous community.  This 
year our community has sponsored 
$106,000.00 in scholarships for the Class of 
2025.  

 
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS 
 Agriculture (Megan LaFountaine)    

 Art (Lily Root)      

 Creative Writing (Jing Williams) 

 Drama & Theater Arts (MaryBeth Cosgrove & Torrey Hanna) 

English (Grey Fearon)        

 Mathematics (Ethan Croke & Luke Davis)          

Science (Ethan Croke & Jing Williams)        

 Social Studies (Sophia Johnson & Jing Williams)    

Technology Education (Sophia Johnson) 

German (Ethan Croke)  

Spanish (Rory Couture) 

 All-Around Students  (Ethan Croke & Kendra Jackson)   

All-Around Athletes (Spencer Gebo & Jing Williams)     

 Senior Class President (Ethan Croke) 



 

 
 
ADDISON COUNTY EAGLES AERIE 3801 SCHOLARSHIP—Total $1,500 
The Trustees of the Addison County Eagles Aerie 3801 are sponsoring scholarships 
available to Addison County High Schools. These scholarships focus on students who are 
not pursuing a traditional four-year college education but are interested in technical fields 
and trade schools in those fields. Scholarship may be awarded to a traditional four-year 
college student at the discretion of this sponsor. This year VUHS is pleased to announce that 
three students have been awarded this scholarship.  (Hayden Bassett, Isaac Preston & 
Kaitlyn Wagner) 
 
ADDISON COUNTY EAGLES AERIE 3801 LADIES AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP—$500 
The Addison County Eagles Auxiliary offers scholarships by application to seniors at Mount 
Abraham Union High School, Middlebury Union High School, and Vergennes Union High 
School.  We are pleased that a VUHS student has been selected to receive an award this 
year.  (Sophia Johnson) 
 
ADDISON COUNTY 4-H FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP--$500 
Based on her past 4-H experiences and achievements and demonstrated leadership 
qualities and abilities, Torrey Hanna has been awarded this scholarship by the Addison 
County 4-H Foundation Trustees.  
 

ADDISON NORTHWEST TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL GRANT--$1,000 
A financial grant is provided by the Addison Northwest Teachers’ Association to a member of 
the graduating class who plans to major in teacher education at the college level or whose 
parent is a member of the teacher’s union in ANWSD. The purpose of this award is to 
recognize academic achievement or to encourage students to enter the teaching profession.  
Applicants were asked to write an essay about the teacher who has influenced them the 
most. This year's recipient recognized Ms. Choromanski as the teacher who most 
influenced his education. This award is given in memory of Roxanne Bannister, a beloved 
teacher in our school district for ten years. (Reese Paquette) 
 
THE WILLIAM G. ALLEN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS—Total $2,800 
The William G. Allen College Scholarships are sponsored by the late Benjamin F. Allen, in 
memory of his brother, William. This annual scholarship program was established in 1989—
the fiftieth anniversary of William’s graduation from Vergennes High School.  He later 
graduated from Middlebury College and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy of 
Harvard University.  After retiring from a career in the State Department’s Foreign Service, 
he returned to Vergennes to serve as a state legislator, chairman of the Vermont Institutions 
Committee, State Chairman of the Heart Fund, and President of the Vergennes Rotary Club.  
Scholarships will be awarded in his name to high-achieving seniors. (Luke Davis & 
Tryphene Miguel) 
 
ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP--EVA A. MEIGS/STUART COTEY MEMORIAL—Grand Total 
$12,000   
Thanks to a generous donation from an alum, this year the VHS/VUHS Alumni Association 
Eva Meigs/Stuart Cotey Scholarship consists of two $1,000 scholarships renewable for an 
additional three years for a total of $4,000 each, one $1,000 scholarship renewable for one 
year for a total of $2,000, and one $2,000 scholarship.  These scholarships are given in the 
memory of Roxanne Provencher Bannister – Class of 1981, Alan Curler – Class of 1968, and 
Michael Russell – Class of 1986.  (Gunnar DeGraaf, Grey Fearon, Megan Mentzer, 
Kaitlyn Wagner) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
NANCY MCNULLA AMBROSE EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS AWARD 

The Nancy McNulla Ambrose Excellence in Mathematics Award is presented in honor of 
Nancy; Mathematician, Mentor, Colleague, Student & Teacher Advocate, Esteemed VUHS 
Teacher in grateful appreciation for 43 years of Outstanding Service and Dedication to 
VUHS. Our second recipient of this award is Megan Mentzer who has consistently 
demonstrated her passion for exploring and diving deep into advanced mathematical 
concepts.  Her curiosity and enthusiasm for discussion make her an invaluable asset to our 
Math Team, classes, and school community. Megan not only excels but also inspires her 
peers and also puts hours into community service to help make Vergennes a great place to 
live much like Nancy Ambrose. Her name will be added to a plaque which is permanently 
displayed in the library. (Megan Mentzer) 
 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT NO. 14 SCHOLARSHIPS—Total $2,000 
These scholarships are provided by the Vergennes American Legion Auxiliary Unit 14 to 
deserving seniors to assist them in the pursuit of an education at the post-secondary level.  
The American Legion Auxiliary is the world’s largest Women’s Patriotic organization whose 
mission is to support our veterans, active military, and their families.  These awards will be 
made in honor of all past and present Gold Star Mothers of our community.  Gold Star mothers 
are mothers whose child died in military service to our country. (Rory Couture & Ethan Croke) 
 
AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 14 SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $14,000 
Generous awards are given annually by the Vergennes American Legion Post #14 to 
deserving students in the senior class to help defray the expense of further education at the 
post-secondary level. (Rory Couture, Ethan Croke, Gunnar DeGraaf, Spencer Gebo, 
Megan Mentzer, Reese Paquette, Gabriel Scribner) 
   
BILL ANDREWS – DR. DON BICKNELL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORED BY 
LC JAZZ--$2,000 
This award is being given by the members of the LC Jazz band in memory of two 
extraordinary gentlemen, both of whom played a large part in the band’s success.  It is given 
to a graduating high school senior who fits these qualifications, as prescribed by the band 
members.  The senior must be extending their education in one of the fields of music as their 
major or minor field of study.  This may include, but not limited to, music performance, music 
education, music therapy, music technology or music management.  Bill Andrews was a life-
long educator and musician.  He spent many years as a performing trumpeter, working with 
bands in the Troy, NY area.  He later moved to Vergennes and took his father’s place as 
music teacher at the former Weeks School in Vergennes.   Mr. Andrews joined LC Jazz in 
the early years of the band, as trumpet player, composer, arranger, mentor, and gifted 
soloist.  Bill continued to perform with LC Jazz into his late 80s.  Dr. Don Bicknell was a co-
founder of LC Jazz.  Don owned a family practice in Vergennes from which he retired at the 
age of 77.  He also retired as a colonel in the VT Army National Guard, having served as 
Commander of Medical Company, 186 Forward Support Battalion.  Aside from his obvious 
skills in the medical field, Don was an ardent sax player and held the seat of lead alto with 
LC Jazz.  He served as the band’s treasurer from its inception until he retired from 
performing in 2015.  He also provided us with our designated rehearsal space, at no charge, 
since 1995.   The band continues to perform selections that historically featured Don as the 
soloist.   It is fair to say that LC Jazz exists, in large part, to the contributions and support of 
Dr. Don.  (Megan Mentzer) 
 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG JAZZ AWARD 
This award is presented to an outstanding jazz instrumentalist for at least three years of 
participation in the Commodore Jazz Ensemble. The recipient’s name will be engraved on a 
plaque that is displayed in the auditorium lobby. (Jing Williams) 
 



 

 
THE VOLNEY A. S. AVERY TRUST FUND SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $2,616 
A trust fund from the estate of Volney A.S. Avery, Vergennes High School Class of 1914, 
was established to benefit the Vergennes Union High School scholarship program.  Income 
from the trust is used to provide scholarships for worthy and deserving seniors in need of 
financial assistance to attend an institution of higher learning of their choice. (Jackson 
Gernander, Austen Hamel, Eliza Olenga, Lily Root) 
 
GRACE C. HAWKINS BARBERIS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$1,000 
This scholarship is given in memory of Grace C. Hawkins Barberis.  Mrs. Barberis grew up in 
Ferrisburgh.  She graduated from Vergennes High School in 1951 and Vermont College in 
1953.  She was employed at the Middlebury College Library Catalog Department until 
retirement in 1991.  Her special interests included travel, the welfare of animals, volunteer 
service, politics, and her church. This scholarship is given to a student who plans to major in 
Nursing or Allied Health Fields. (Kendra Jackson) 
 
DERICK LEROY BENOIT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP—$2,000 
Derick was a 2012 VUHS graduate.  He loved his family & friends more than anything.  He 
was always looking to help others in any way he could.  He had an amazing ability to put a 
smile on your face even in the toughest of times.  Derick loved football and to be physically 
fit.  Although, he struggled with the day-to-day operations of school in general, he wanted 
nothing more than to receive his high school diploma at graduation.  Through perseverance 
and the help of many of his teachers, classmates, family & friends, Derick did just this.  He 
was so proud of this achievement.  In August of 2015 Derick took his own life due to 
depression.  We, his family, and friends, want to help keep his amazing spirit alive by, 
helping a deserving graduate(s) at VUHS move forward with their goals and dreams.  
Recipient(s) will have their name engraved on a permanent plaque on display at Vergennes 
Union High School.  (Gunnar DeGraaf, Tryphene Miguel, Eliza Olenga) 
 
JIM & CONNIE BERRY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP—Total $2,000  
Jim and Connie Berry were inspirational teachers at an extraordinarily difficult time in the lives 
of their young Vergennes High School students. The Berry’s cared deeply for each pupil and 
had an uncanny ability to motivate each one to reach his or her potential. The Berry’s became 
special people in the lives of these students, and the lessons learned lasted into their 
adulthood.  This scholarship was established by individuals taught by these unique persons, is 
supported by many others. The Berry Memorial Scholarship Committee will award a $1,000 
scholarship(s) to a graduating senior(s) who have demonstrated the personal qualities 
exhibited by the Berry’s. He or she will pursue job training and/or higher education in a field that 
will perpetuate the ideals of good citizenship and the offering of a helping and caring hand to 
others. (Hayden Bassett & Kaitlyn Wagner) 
 
CLARENCE F. BIRCHMORE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD--$1,000 
The family of Clarence Birchmore established this scholarship fund in 2002 upon his death 
while responding to a fire call on March 16, 2002.  He was a long-time fireman and chief of 
the Whiting Fire Department.  His volunteerism and dedication to the fire department, 
agriculture, and the community serve as an inspiration to young men and women pursuing 
careers or continuing their education beyond high school.  Students from all the local area 
high schools are encouraged to apply for the $1,000 awards. This year we are pleased that 
one award goes to a Vergennes Union High School graduate. (Isaac Preston) 
 
BURLINGTON DISCOVER JAZZ FESTIVAL ED BEMIS SCHOLARSHIP--$2,000 
The Burlington Discover Jazz Festival Ed Bemis Scholarship (2000$) is given to one high 
school senior across the state of Vermont who has been accepted into an accredited college 
with the intention of studying music and has a strong focus, interest and skill in the medium 
of jazz performance. The scholarship is awarded annually by the Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts. Megan Mentzer is the recipient of this scholarship. 
 



 

 
 
 
CLAFLIN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP (FFA AWARD) — $1,000  

Billy Claflin was a Vergennes FFA member who died tragically in a farming accident in the 
fall of 1985. Vergennes FFA set up a memorial scholarship in his name. The Claflin family 
has been committed to agriculture and FFA and has continued the scholarship to be used for 
the cost of further education or expenses related to agricultural work.  (Gerrit Beenen) 

 
CLASS OF 1979 GOOD CITIZEN AWARD—Total $800 
The Class of 1979 at Vergennes Union High School was comprised of an exceptional group of 
students who excelled in academic achievement, leadership skills, and participation in extra-
curricular and out-of-school activities. The Class gives a cash prize to a graduating senior(s) 
who has exemplified respect for others, personal integrity, and good character. This award is 
given in the memory of Joe Austin, Carl Bushee, Ted Coyle, Sherry Jerome, John Polchies, 
Lee Senesac, Kim Smith Ploof, Doug Walters, Ann Pidgeon, Jim Leach, Jon O’Brien, Kristy 
Oxholm, and Tracy Wilbur - deceased members of the Class of 1979. (Kendra Jackson & 
Zack Norris) 
 
GERTRUDE FISHMAN COEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$800 
Gertrude Fishman Coen graduated with honors as Salutatorian of the Class of 1932 at 
Vergennes High School.  Because of her gender, she was not encouraged to further her 
education, but with the support of her family, she pursued her dreams at the University of 
Vermont, majoring in Economics, which, at the time, was an unusual discipline for a woman.  
She graduated in 1936, Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum Laude, with a Bachelor of Science 
degree and an invitation from the college to return and teach, which she was honored to 
accept.  Mrs. Coen always felt the education she received in the Vergennes School System 
was excellent and that it prepared her well for her college studies and for the many 
challenges in her life. This award is given in her memory by her sons – David, Donald, and 
Cary – in whom she instilled the love of learning, through a grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation. (Katelyn Laberge)  
 
COMMODORE FRIENDS OF MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP—TOTAL $1,000 
The Commodore Friends of Music at Vergennes Union High School are pleased to award a 
college scholarship to a student who has excelled in the school’s music program. (MaryBeth 
Cosgrove & Grey Fearon) 
 
COMMODORE SINGERS AWARD 
This award is presented to a student(s) that has shown leadership and dedication to the 
Commodore Singers ensemble. (Sophia Johnson) 
 
BURTON O. COWGILL INSTRUMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP -- $500 
This scholarship, sponsored by the New England Music Festival Association, is awarded to 
students that participated in the New England Music Festival all 4 years of high school and 
received the highest score out of all eligible auditions in their senior year.  Megan Mentzer is 
the recipient of this scholarship.  
 
COYLE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP -- $500 
Awarded by the Patrick J. Coyle Family of Ferrisburgh, this scholarship is for a deserving 
senior in need of financial aid to help defray the cost of the first year at a two- or four-year 
college, university, or technical school. As a large, working farm family, many graduated from 
VUHS and several went on to higher level education.  We appreciated the opportunity to do 
so and were grateful for the scholarships we received. (Torrey Hanna) 
 
 
 



 

 
MARIE CROVAT TRUST FUND SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $16,524 
Marie Crovat was a resident of Cornwall, Vermont who, in her Will, left a trust fund for the 
students of Addison County. A percentage of the principal balance from this Scholarship is 
given to worthy and deserving students who will attend college. This award has provided 
support for hundreds of local students with distributions totaling almost one million dollars 
over the last ten years. (Hayden Bassett, Luke Davis, Rachel Gebo, Austen Hamel, 
Torrey Hanna, Kendra Jackson, Sophia Johnson, Mia Kutchukian, Lily Root) 
 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION – GOOD CITIZEN AWARD & ELEANOR 
HAWLEY PRATT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$275 
The local Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (Seth Warner – Rhoda 
Farrand) annually presents an award to a member of the senior class who has demonstrated 
the qualities of good citizenship throughout his/her high school years. Spencer Gebo was 
selected as this year’s Good Citizen and as this year’s Good Citizen he receives the Eleanor 
Hawley Pratt Memorial Scholarship.  
 
ADRIENNE JEAN DEVINO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP-$500 
This scholarship is being awarded by her friends and family in her memory. AJ was a 
graduate of the VUHS Class of 2006. She was a natural born leader who led with her heart 
and by her example. AJ was hands on in every aspect of school life. Not only did she have a 
great passion for learning but also for living every aspect of her life to the fullest. Adrienne 
was a very non-judgmental person who had an inspirational ability to make every situation 
fun with her infectious happiness and the power to bring out the best in everyone around her. 
Adrienne lived faithfully to her family, friends, God, and most importantly faithful to herself. 
(Sophia Johnson) 
 
EAGLE SCOUT – BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA – VERGENNES TROOP 539 

Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America 
program.  To obtain the rank of Eagle a Boy Scout must fulfill requirements in the areas of 
leadership, service, and outdoor skills while moving up through a series of ranks. To qualify 
for Eagle Scout an individual must earn at least 21 merit badges of which 13 are required 
while the remaining are electives.  Each scout must also complete an approved Eagle Scout 
project.  These Seniors are all members of Vergennes Boy Scout Troop 539. Their Eagle 
Scout Projects are listed below.  With only 4% of scouts achieving this rank, VUHS is 
extremely proud to have five Eagle Scouts in the Class of 2025.   

Grey Fearon – installation of an audiobook collection for the Bixby Library. 

Spencer Gebo – renovations to the varsity softball dugouts. 

Brody McGuire – built a shotput/discus station at VUHS. 

Zack Norris – built a stone flower garden around the flagpoles at the Vergennes American 
Legion Post #14. 

Gabe Scribner – renovations to the varsity soccer and lacrosse dugouts. 

 
EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION (ESE) TRUSTEES SCHOLARSHIP -- $1,600 
The ESE Trustees Scholarship is awarded to New England students who have actively 
participated in the Exposition’s youth programs including 4-H.  Torrey Hanna is the recipient 
of this award.   
 
RICHARD W. ELLIS SCHOLARSHIP -- $1,000 
This scholarship, sponsored by the Vermont Music Educators Association, is presented 
annually during the Vermont All State Music Festival to a senior who is pursuing a career in 
music.   Megan Mentzer is the recipient of this award.  
 



 

 
 
FIND IT. LIVE IT. SCHOLARSHIP--$1,500 
VUHS Alumni Monique, Class of 1999 and Christina, Class of 2000 are the sponsors of this 
scholarship. They know that everyone has their own unique journey in life and there is no 
right or wrong way. They are excited to provide an opportunity for the graduating student to 
kick start their journey. This scholarship is for students pursuing a non-traditional 4-year 
college degree but have motivation and desire to hustle and make something of themselves 
via: real estate license, cosmetology, construction/ mechanical trades. They are pleased to 
offer this scholarship to a student that has shown determination, leadership and is willing to 
face fear head on as they embark on a journey that will require tenacity and grit. They are 
confident this student will be successful in all that they aspire to achieve and are happy to 
help get them started. Congratulations to this year’s recipient!  (Isaac Preston) 
 
 
MARLENE BOOTH BEDARD FINDIERSEN GIFT—Total $1,000 
Every year the VHS/VUHS Alumni Association awards a gift in memory of Marlene Booth 
Bedard Findiersen to a senior(s) who attends the Annual Meeting and participates in the 
Annual Alumni Basketball game.  This year’s recipients are Ethan Croke and Spencer 
Gebo. 
 
 
MAX FISHMAN MEMORIAL PRIZE--Total $200 
The late Max Fishman emigrated to the United States from Russia at the turn of the century, 
under very difficult circumstances, and eventually settled in Vergennes.  He began work in 
the area as a farm laborer, then sold dry goods door-to-door and, in 1905, established 
Fishman’s Department Store.  Mr. Fishman became a prominent businessman respected for 
his personal integrity, compassion, and benevolence.  With initiative and hard work, Mr. 
Fishman was able to overcome many obstacles in his lifetime-—and he admired and 
encouraged others who share those same qualities. This award is given in his memory by his 
family as a grant from the Vermont Community Foundation. (Hailey Dusablon & Xavier 
Redmond) 
 
 
WAYNE GANSON SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
The Wayne Ganson Science Achievement Award is presented in honor of Wayne, scientist, 
astronomer, author, humorist, mentor, and esteemed Vergennes Union High School teacher. 
The Ganson Science award is presented to a VUHS student who demonstrates an energetic 
curiosity and resolute pursuit in their studies in the sciences. The student’s name will be 
added to a plaque which is permanently displayed in the library along with a sundial honoring 
Mr. Ganson. (Luke Davis) 
 
 
SARAH AND BENJAMIN GOULD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$450 
This award is given in memory of Sarah Fishman Gould and Benjamin D. Gould by Sarah’s 
sister, Freda Fishman Stroh, and their nephew, David Coen as a grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation. The Gould’s were highly respected business and civic leaders who 
worked very hard to make the Vergennes area a special place in which to live. Sarah is 
fondly remembered for her generosity and frequent humanitarian acts of kindness.  Benjamin 
was active in community affairs and served as Mayor of Vergennes, School Board 
Chairperson, and Vermont State Legislator. The Gould’s were exemplary citizens in the 
Vergennes area.  This award is given in their memory by their family as a grant from the 
Vermont Community Foundation.  (Grey Fearon) 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
PATRICIA HANNAFORD CAREER CENTER PROGRAM CONCENTRATORS 
Robin Andrus – Design & Illustration 
Gerrit Beenen – Automotive Technology 
Mary Cosgrove – Addison Repertory Theatre Performance 
Axel de Boer – Design & Illustration 
Nina Giron – Culinary Arts 
Torrey Hanna – Addison Repertory Theatre Performance 
Megan LaFountaine – Sustainable Agriculture 
Zachary Norris – Natural Resource Management 
Eliza Olenga – Medical Professions 
Isabella Porter – Welding 
Isaac Preston – Diesel Power Technology 
Xavier Redmond – Diesel Power Technology 
Lily Root – Design & Illustration 
Felipe Sanchez-Gonzalez – Automotive Technology 
Francisco ‘Gabi’ Santiago-Loyola – Diesel Power Technology 
 
EVERETT A. HAWKINS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$1,000 
This scholarship is given in memory of Everett A. Hawkins.  Mr. Hawkins was a lifelong 
resident of Ferrisburgh.  He graduated from Vergennes High School in 1916, and later, from 
Albany Business College.  During World War I, he served in the United States Army in 
France.  He was a charter member of the Vergennes American Legion Post #14. 
Mr. Hawkins owned and operated a farm in Ferrisburgh for more than forty years.  Priority 
consideration for this scholarship is given to a student who plans to major in the field of 
business or agriculture. (Spencer Grimm) 
 
HERMANCE PRIZE AND RECITAL -- $1,000 
The Hermance Prize is awarded annually to a Vermont Youth Orchestra senior who has 
performed as a soloist with a VYOA orchestra during the current concert season. The recipient 
of the prize is determined by their adjudicated performance at the Hermance Recital, which 
features performances by each senior soloist playing solo literature written with piano 
accompaniment or as unaccompanied solo work. The Hermance Recital takes place in March 
or April, annually. Established in 1990 by the parents and grandfather of pianist Harry 
Hermance, this prize is presented at the May VYO concert in honor of Harry’s commitment to 
musical excellence.  Megan Mentzer is the recipient of this year’s Hermance Prize.  
 
THE GOVERNOR PHIL HOFF VERMONT HONOR SCHOLARSHIP—$1,000 
The Vermont State Legislature and the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation together 
award the Vermont Honor Scholarship to a student from each Vermont high school and 
technical center in recognition of their scholastic achievement, participation in extra-curricular 
activities, and community service. This year’s recipient through VUHS is Megan Mentzer.  
 
ELSON & ANNA HUSK AWARD—Total $1,000 
This generous cash award, made possible by Elson and Anna Husk (as a grant from the 
Vermont Community Foundation) is given annually to a graduating senior at Vergennes 
Union High School who has excelled in some – or all – of the following activities:  work in an 
agriculture-related field, enrollment in agriculture courses, membership in FFA or 4-H clubs, 
or is seeking a post-high school educational program in dairy farming or other agriculture-
related fields.  This award may be applied to the purchase of tools and equipment, animals, 
workshops, or college tuition.  (Megan LaFountaine & Zack Norris) 
 
MARK HUSK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP --$500 
This scholarship is given by the Husk Family in memory of Mark (as a grant from the 
Vermont Community Foundation).  This award is given to a student who is pursuing further 
education in the field of mechanics (diesel or auto) or welding.  (Devon Pierce) 



 

 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY JACOBS SCHOOL OF MUSIC - ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP & PREMIER YOUNG ARTIST AWARD SCHOLARSHIP 
The Jacobs School of Music awards these scholarships based on the student’s musical 
talent and level of accomplishment as demonstrated in their audition as well as academic 
achievement. Megan Mentzer is the recipient of these two merit scholarships. 
 
OLIN AND MILDRED JANUARY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--Total $7,000 
This annual scholarship is given in memory of Olin and Mildred January, devoted parents, 
committed citizens, and lifetime residents of Vergennes.  Mr. January courageously battled 
the effects of multiple sclerosis for many of his adult years.  Yet, despite his deteriorating 
health, he never lost his lust for life, his spontaneous sense of humor, or his optimistic 
interest in the future.  Throughout his ordeal, his wife, Mildred, nursed his health and spirit 
with devotion, compassion, and loving care. They both believed strongly in the value of 
education, the setting of worthwhile goals, and the conscientious pursuit of one’s goals 
regardless of obstacles. This scholarship is intended to encourage Vergennes Union High 
School graduates to vigorously pursue their goals, dreams, and aspirations. (Owen Collette, 
Ethan Croke, Gunnar DeGraaf, Austen Hamel, Sophia Johnson, Megan Mentzer, 
Tryphene Miguel, Eliza Olenga, Reese Paquette, Isaac Preston, Lily Root, Gabriel 
Scribner, Kaitlyn Wagner, Jing Williams) 
 
KEENE STATE COLLEGE – DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded to students who are dedicated to their academic success and 
are engaged with their studies. This scholarship is renewable for four years as long as a 
GPA of 3.0 is maintained and the student remains in good disciplinary standing. Hayden 
Bassett and Rachel Gebo are recipients of this scholarship.  
 
KEENE STATE COLLEGE – ENRICHMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship recognizes students who demonstrate the ability to succeed at Keene State.  
It is renewable for four years as long as a GPA of 2.5 is maintained and the student remains 
in good disciplinary standing.  Austen Hamel has received this merit scholarship.  
 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY – TRUSTEES’ SCHOLARSHIP 
One of Lehigh's most prestigious merit scholarship awards, the Trustees’ Scholarship is 
given to students in the top tier of our applicant pool. This award is valued at full or half 
tuition and is renewable for four years provided the recipient maintains a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 3.0.  Jing Williams has received this scholarship. 
 
LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $5,000 
The Vergennes Lions Club is an active organization which serves many needs in our 
community and area. The Club sponsors multiple scholarships to promote the ideals of 
leadership and community service among our seniors. (Ethan Croke, Gunnar DeGraaf, 
Spencer Gebo, Megan Mentzer, Jing Williams) 
 
THE MASONIC MEMORIAL RELIEF FUND--$1,000 
The Masonic Memorial Relief Fund is for the following four sponsoring Freemasons’ 
organizations:  Union Lodge #2 F&AM; Potter Chapter #22, RAM; Middlebury Council #14, 
R&SM; and Mt Calvary Commandery #1, KT.  This fund was established in 1943 for relief to 
members and families.  In 1973, it was modified to include support for area high school 
seniors who are going on to a credited 2-year or 4-year college.  (Brody McGuire) 
 
MATH LEAGUE TEAM  
Senior participants in the Vergennes Union High School Math League Team:  
Rory Couture, Ethan Croke, Luke Davis, Grey Fearon, Spencer Grimm, Sophia 
Johnson, Mia Kutchukian, Megan Mentzer, Jing Williams  



 

 
MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY PLAYERS SCHOLARSHIP--$1,000 
The Middlebury Community Players award two scholarships annually.  To be eligible the 
applicant must have worked with the Middlebury Community Players in some regard over the 
course of middle school and/or high school either participating in a production or assisting at 
an MCP-sponsored event, such as their costume sale.  A VUHS senior is one of this year’s 
recipients. (MaryBeth Cosgrove) 
 
MOUNT SAINT MARY COLLEGE – DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
In recognition of his academic accomplishments, Gabriel Scribner has received this 
scholarship.  This is renewable for four years as long as a 2.0 GPA is maintained each 
semester and the student remains in good social and academic standing. 
 
NATIONAL SCHOOL CHORAL AWARD 
This award is presented to a student in recognition of their singular merit, ability, 
achievement, and outstanding contributions to the school’s vocal program. Recipient’s name 
will be engraved on a plaque which is displayed in the auditorium lobby. (Rory Hendee) 
 
NEAT REPEATS SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $3,000 
The volunteers at NEAT REPEATS are pleased and honored to be able to present these 
annual scholarship awards. NEAT REPEATS is a non-profit resale shop, located in 
Middlebury. One of its objectives is to help provide students with assistance towards their 
educational goals. This year, three generous awards are being given.  The recipients are 
selected by a scholarship committee with emphasis on need, service to school and/or 
community, and the commitment to help pay one’s own way. (Torrey Hanna, Sophia 
Johnson, Jing Williams) 
 
NORWICH UNIVERSITY – TRUSTEE AWARD 
This scholarship recognizes academic excellence.  This scholarship is renewable for four 
years.  Eliza Olenga is the recipient of this award.  
 
JAMES L. O’DANIEL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP -- $1,000 
This scholarship is given in loving memory of James L. O’Daniel.  Jim graduated from 
Vergennes Union High School in 1986.  While a student at VUHS, Jim excelled academically 
but was also deeply involved in the music and theater departments, played basketball, was a 
voracious reader, and was an avid fan of any and all sports. He went on to study civil 
engineering, receiving his undergraduate degree from Cornell University and master’s and 
PhD. from Penn State University.   Jim was known internationally for his work at the U.S. 
Army’s Engineer Research and Development Center.  Jim was passionate about his work, 
about sailing, about running and especially about cycling.  There is no question that Jim's 
excellence in academics, music, and sports in high school led him to excel later in college 
and in his career.  Jim’s family and friends wish to award a $1,000 scholarship to a 
graduating senior who will be pursuing a degree in science, technology, engineering, or math 
(STEM).  The successful applicant will demonstrate a strong academic record with particular 
interest in STEM, while also pursuing other non-academic interests and passions.  The 
scholarship will be awarded to one student for one year only. (Ethan Croke) 
 
ONE CREDIT UNION SCHOLARSHIP— Grand Total $8,000 
One Credit Union has been a locally based financial institution for nearly 75 years.  One CU 
is committed to helping people achieve their financial goals, which is why they are committed 
to helping defray the cost of higher education.  This scholarship is awarded to a student for 
their demonstrated experience with teamwork and community building while maintaining 
outstanding academics.  This scholarship is $2,000 per year and is renewable for four years.   
(Reese Paquette) 
 
 
 



 

PENN STATE – BUNTON WALLER SCHOLARSHIP & DISCOVER AWARD 
The Bunton Waller Scholarship is for first-year students who have demonstrated academic 
excellence and have demonstrated leadership involvement. The Discover Award is given to 
students based on their admissions application and is renewable for four years. Tryphene 
Miguel has received both of these awards from Penn State.  
 
PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY -  ASPIRE SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded based on a student’s academic achievement and is renewable 
for a total of four years as long as a GPA of 2.5 is maintained.  Gunnar DeGraaf is the 
recipient of this award. 
 
PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY – DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded based on a student’s academic achievement and is renewable 
for a total of four years as long as a GPA of 3.0 is maintained.  Reese Paquette is the 
recipient of this award. 
 
ED PORTER MUSIC AWARD 
This is awarded to a student who is a musician who has displayed exceptional talent in both 
the VUHS Band and Chorus. This award is in memory of Ed Porter, a former student.  The 
recipient’s name will be engraved on a plaque that is displayed in the auditorium lobby. (Mia 
Kutchukian) 
 
PETER QUINN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$500 
The family of Peter Quinn has established a scholarship in his memory to help one VUHS 
graduating senior defray the costs of a four-year or two-year college, technical or trade 
school, or certificate program.  Pete was a skilled and trusted school-based mental health 
clinician and winning basketball coach at VUHS for many years. He showed unwavering 
commitment to supporting youth in his roles as counselor, coach, group facilitator, mentor, 
advocate, and purveyor of dubious puns. Nothing pleased Pete more than engaging students 
in envisioning a meaningful future and nurturing the growth of the strengths and supports 
required to make those visions reality. He loved to see students exceed their own self-
expectations. As a coach, he relished winning seasons and state championships, but defined 
a truly successful season as one in which players learned to play their best, value their 
teammates’ contributions as much as their own, dust themselves off after disappointments, 
and support each other on and off the court. (Lily Root) 
 
ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (RIT) – TIGER PRIDE AWARD & 
PERFORMING ARTS SCHOLARSHIP 
The RIT Performing Arts Scholarship recognizes individual achievement and talent in the 
performing arts. It is renewable based on continued participation in the performing arts at 
RIT. The RIT Tiger Pride Award is a merit scholarship awarded to students who show 
promise of success at RIT and this award is renewable.  Robin Andrus has received both 
awards.  
 
ROGERS AND HAZARD RELIEF SOCIETY AWARD—TOTAL $200 
The Town of Ferrisburgh’s Rogers & Hazard Relief Society (aka Neighbor Helping Neighbor) 
is awarding two cash awards to seniors who live in Ferrisburgh.  The selection criteria for this 
award is service; a student who lends a hand to peers – for above & beyond service to 
others.  The Rogers & Hazard Relief Society is a resource available to Ferrisburgh residents. 
(Ethan Croke & Reese Paquette) 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF GREATER VERGENNES SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS—$1,000 

The Vergennes Rotary Club is a service organization that initiates and supports many 
worthwhile community projects and activities.  Its support of programs for our youth is 
especially noteworthy.  The Rotary Club awards a scholarship to its senior student liaison to 
help defray the cost of their education at the post-secondary level. (Mia Kutchukian) 
 



 

 
 
RUSSELL SAGE COLLEGE – SAGE SCHOLARSHIP 
The Sage Scholarship recognizes the characteristics of academic excellence and community 
involvement.  This scholarship is renewable for a total of four years.  MaryBeth Cosgrove is 
the recipient of this scholarship. 
 
SAINT MICHAEL’S COLLEGE BOOK AWARD FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The Saint Michael’s College Book Award for Community Engagement is a full-tuition 
scholarship opportunity for high school juniors throughout the United States as well as 
internationally. Torrey Hanna was nominated as high school junior and received this award 
because she embodies the qualities of a Saint Michael’s student, including a sincere 
commitment to community service, issues of peace and justice, and concern for others and 
demonstrated academic excellence and rigor. 
 
SAINT MICHAEL’S COLLEGE PURPLE AND GOLD SCHOLARSHIP 
Claire Clark has received a Purple & Gold Scholarship from Saint Mike’s.  This merit-based 
scholarship is awarded based on a student’s academic record, commitment to service, 
leadership, work ethic, school/community engagement and ability to overcome obstacles.  
This scholarship is renewable each year.   
 
SEAL OF BILITERACY FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN GERMAN  
The Seal of Biliteracy is a distinction given in recognition of students who have studied and 
attained proficiency in two or more languages by high school graduation. This distinction is 
nationally recognized and is currently being adopted by the State of Vermont. The Seal of 
Biliteracy honors and celebrates cultural and linguistic diversity. It advocates first language 
literacy and contributes to one’s growth towards multilingualism. Vergennes Union High 
School has the unique privilege of honoring Ethan Croke and Megan Mentzer this year. 
 
SOCIETY OF WOMEN ENGINEERS 
The Vermont Society of Women Engineers sponsors a Certificate of Merit Program to high 
school women who have completed three years of math and three years of science with 
excellence and distinction and are active citizens in the school and/or community. Three of 
our seniors have been named recipients. (Highest Honor – Megan Mentzer; High Honor – 
Jing Williams; Honor – Mia Kutchukian) 
  
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION VERGENNES SQUADRON #14 – JOSEPH M. 
SULLIVAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP--$500 
This scholarship is given to honor the memory and commitment of our good friend, member 
and mentor Joseph M. Sullivan. Joe approached life with a smile in his heart whether it was 
with family and friends, or when it came to his commitment to volunteerism and wildlife 
conservation. Joe spent many years on the Sons of The American Legion scholarship 
committee.  This scholarship will go to a student that reflects both what he looked for in a 
recipient and what he spent years of his life volunteering to promote.  These include but are 
not limited to, Joseph M. Sullivan Legacy, Legacy of the American Legion Family, Wildlife 
Conversancy, Waterfowl Hunting, Americanism, Scholastic Achievement, Financial Need 
and, in what was most important to Joe, has made a sensible school selection.   
(Gunnar DeGraaf) 
 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION VERGENNES SQUADRON #14 SCHOLARSHIP—
Total $750 
The Sons of the American Legion Squadron #14 provide many services and programs for 
the community, as does the American Legion.  This year it has funded three scholastic 
awards for graduates who are furthering their education. (Megan Mentzer, Isaac Preston, 
Kaitlyn Wagner) 
 
 



 

 
JOHN PHILIP SOUSA BAND AWARD 
This is presented to a student in recognition for outstanding achievement and interest in 
instrumental music for four years.  Recipient’s name will be engraved on a plaque which is 
displayed in the auditorium lobby. (Megan Mentzer) 
 
KENNETH SULLIVAN AWARD 
This award goes to an outstanding school citizen in memory of Kenneth Sullivan who was 
extremely active in community affairs. Mr. Sullivan was a strong advocate of Vergennes 
Union High School and served as a member and chairman of its School Board for many 
years. (Grey Fearon) 
 
TUCKER FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP—$1,000 
For generations, the Tucker family has been active in Addison County as farmers and 
entrepreneurs. The family of Allen and Eleanor Tucker established this scholarship to assist 
and recognize graduating seniors who have demonstrated interest in and commitment to 
agricultural production and/or business by pursuing post-secondary education in related 
careers. The recipients have demonstrated a strong work ethic and perseverance to achieve 
their career goals related to agriculture and/or business.  (Gabe Scribner)   
 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS AWARDS  
The United States Marine Corps annually presents a Scholastic Excellence Award to a 
member of the graduating class for academic achievement and leadership as a high school 
scholar. (Megan Mentzer) 
 
The United States Marine Corps presents Distinguished Athlete Awards to members of 
the senior class for displaying courage, poise, self-confidence, and leadership as high school 
athletes. These athletes are often the unsung heroes and do a lot for their teams. (Rory 
Couture & Ethan Croke) 
 
UNITED STATES PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964, by executive order of the 
President, to recognize and honor some of our nation's most distinguished graduating high 
school seniors. In 1979, the program was extended to recognize students who demonstrate 
exceptional talent in the visual, creative and performing arts. In 2015, the program was again 
extended to recognize students who demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career and 
technical education fields. Each year, up to 161 students are named as Presidential 
Scholars, one of the nation's highest honors for high school students.  Grey Fearon and 
Jing Williams received the Presidential Scholars Award in general education being 
nominated Vergennes Union High School  and Lily Root received the Presidential Scholars 
Award in the arts being nominated by the Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center.  
 
UNITED STATES SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM & SCHOLARSHIP -- $10,000 
The Vermont Principals’ Association is proud to announce Vermont’s 2025 United States 
Senate Youth Program (USSYP) delegates. Annually, two students from each state are 
selected for a $10,000 cash scholarship and an all-expenses paid weeklong trip to 
Washington D.C. While at the capitol, students learn about the inner workings of the federal 
government. They meet with members of Congress, the Supreme Court, and the Presidential 
Administration. All high achieving juniors and seniors in Vermont high schools with interest in 
leadership, politics, law, and government are encouraged to apply. The scholarship and 
program are funded by the Hearst Foundation. VUHS is proud to announce that one of this 
year’s selected student delegates to represent Vermont is Grey Fearon. Grey submitted an 
incredible application packet, had lots of evidence of great school and community leadership, 
and had very impressive interviews with the VPA USSYP committee that made the final 
selections.  
 
 



 

 
 
UNITED WAY OF ADDISON COUNTY 2025 YOUTH VOLUNTEER SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARD--$3,000 
One Addison County student is chosen annually for this award.  Jing Williams has received 
this scholarship based on her volunteerism in the community.   
 
UNIVERSITY OF DENVER – UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP 
This merit scholarship is awarded based on the student’s admission application.  Axel de 
Boer has received this award, and it is renewable for a total of four years.  
 
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE – PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded to academically competitive applicants in a strong college 
preparatory curriculum and consistent achievement. It is renewable and recipients of this 
scholarship must achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.2 or higher (on a 4.0 scale) by the end of 
sophomore year and maintain this GPA during the remainder of their undergraduate career 
at UNH. Katelyn Laberge has received the UNH Presidential Scholarship.  
 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHWESTERN OHIO (UNOH) – FFA TEAM COMPETITION & 
SKILLSUSA 
Gerrit Beenen will use a total of $15,000 in scholarships he earned in FFA competitions or 
SkillsUSA competitions over the last two years at the UNOH.  In 2025, Gerrit won 1st place in 
SkillsUSA for Automotive Skills as well as an $8,000 scholarship.  In 2023 Gerrit’s team for 
Ag Mechanics competition at the FFA State Convention took first place earning him another 
$7,000 scholarship.  Congratulations to Gerrit! 
 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT MATHEMATICS PRIZE EXAMINATION AWARD 
The University of Vermont’s Department of Mathematics and Statistics sponsors the Annual 
High School Prize Examination in Mathematics each spring.  This is a 2-hour test which does 
not allow calculators. The questions include topics from Algebra, Geometry, Pre-Calculus 
and lots of problem solving. VUHS is pleased to announce the following seniors placed in the 
top percentage of scores or were the VUHS top scorer during either their junior or senior 
year: Ethan Croke (11th & 12th grade), Luke Davis (12th grade), Grey Fearon (11th grade), 
Megan Mentzer (11th grade)    
 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT - PATRICK FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded to Vermont first-year students who demonstrate outstanding 
academic performance.   This award is renewable for four years if a minimum 3.0 GPA is 
maintained. Rory Couture and Lily Root are recipients of this scholarship.  
 
VERGENNES AREA RESCUE SQUAD SCHOLARSHIP – WAYLAND DENNIS BRACE 
MEMORIAL— Total $1,600 
The Vergennes Area Rescue Squad is proud to offer a scholarship in memory of Wayland 
Dennis Brace, a 1993 graduate of Vergennes Union High School who consistently 
demonstrated exceptional spirit of public service as a dedicated volunteer member of 
Vergennes Rescue until his untimely death in 1995. This scholarship is meant to help defray 
the cost of higher education for Vergennes Union High School seniors that fall into one of the 
following categories: 1) The student is planning to major in emergency services or a medical 
field (fire, rescue, law enforcement, nursing, etc.) 2) The student is a member in good 
standing with an emergency service (fire, rescue or law enforcement) 3) The student has an 
immediate family member that belongs to an emergency service organization. (Owen 
Collette, Gunnar DeGraaf, Rachel Gebo, Austen Hamel, Tryphene Miguel) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
VERGENNES AREA RESCUE SQUAD SCHOLARSHIP – BRADLEY “BJ” HUTCHINS 
MEMORIAL—Total $850 
The Vergennes Area Rescue Squad is proud to offer a scholarship in memory of Bradley J. 
Hutchins, a graduate of Vergennes Union High School. B.J. was a dedicated volunteer 
member of Vergennes Rescue who also enjoyed automotive mechanics. This scholarship is 
meant to help defray the cost of higher education for Vergennes Union High School seniors 
that fall into one of the following categories:  1) The student is planning to major in 
emergency services or a medical field (fire, rescue, law enforcement, nursing, etc.).  2) The 
student is planning to major in automotive mechanics.  3) The student is a member in good 
standing with an emergency service (fire, rescue, or law enforcement).  4) The student has 
an immediate family member that belongs to an emergency service organization. (Owen 
Collette, Rachel Gebo, Tryphene Miguel) 
 
VERGENNES COMMODORE SPIRIT AWARD—Total $1,000 
This award is in memory of those who are no longer with us but whose dedication and spirit 
embodied the heart of our school athletic community. The Boosters Club will award the 
Vergennes Commodore Spirit Award to 2 graduating students, chosen from nominations by 
the Varsity Coaches of each sport at VUHS. Selected students will receive a $500 Check 
each.  The criteria for selection includes that the student must exemplify school spirit, must 
be a graduating senior, must participate in athletics. Participation can include playing, 
managing, assisting, scorekeeping, or being an avid fan. This award is targeted to those 
students who meet the criteria yet may have been overlooked when it comes to recognition 
throughout their years of participation. (MaryBeth Cosgrove & Ethan Croke) 
 
VERGENNES HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS--Total $2,000 
Four $500 scholarships are provided by the Vergennes High School Booster Club.  They will 
be awarded to four members of the graduating class who, through involvement in athletic 
activities, have gained a more fulfilling high school experience at VUHS.  These students 
plan to attend college full-time. (Spencer Gebo, Torrey Hanna, Reese Paquette, Jing 
Williams) 
 
VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES OF THE YEAR 
This award goes to seniors that have participated in a minimum of two varsity sports and 
have shown not only great athleticism, but also outstanding sportsmanship, fostered 
community spirit, and displayed the ideals of positive role models to young student-athletes. 
(Grey Fearon & Reese Paquette) 
 
VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL FIVE GUIDELINES AWARD 
The VUHS Five Guidelines (Presence, Integrity, Respect, Kindness, and Self-Challenge) are 
the bedrock of our climate and culture. We are fortunate to have a senior class that regularly 
lives by these guidelines and has made VUHS a great place to be. The following students 
were nominated for being role models in the VUHS community for the following guidelines. 
Presence – Rachel Gebo 
Integrity – Jing Williams 
Respect – Spencer Gebo 
Kindness – Reese Paquette 
Self-Challenge – Gabi Santiago-Loyola 
 
VERGENNES UNION HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP—$500 
This college scholarship is sponsored by an anonymous donor (as a grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation) and has become an annual award presented to a senior(s) who has 
experienced outstanding achievement in the high school music program. (Jing Williams) 
 
 
 
 



 

VERMONT MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHIP --
$550 
This scholarship is awarded based on an audition and given to the musician with the highest 
score in their instrumental category (e.g. brass, contemporary voice, percussion, etc.).  
Megan Mentzer is the recipient of this scholarship and her category is percussion.  
 
VERMONT PRINCIPALS’ ASSOCIATION AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
These awards are given on behalf of the National Federation of State High School 
Associations and the Vermont Principals’ Association for exemplary display of 
sportsmanship, ethics, and integrity. (Hayden Bassett & Torrey Hanna)  
 
VERMONT PRINCIPALS’ ASSOCIATION SCHOLAR-ACTIVITY AWARD 
These certificates are presented as a commendation for the high standard of educational 
excellence and positive performance as a scholar-activity participant. These students have a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or above; participated in a VPA sponsored sport or activity in Vermont 
for at least two years and have exhibited outstanding school leadership and citizenship.  
(Owen Collette, Mary Cosgrove, Rory Couture, Ethan Croke, Luke Davis, Grey Fearon, 
Torrey Hanna, Sophia Johnson, Mia Kutchukian, Katelyn Laberge, Megan Mentzer, 
Elsa Michaels, Jing Williams) 
 
VERMONT STATE UNIVERSITY (VSU) - BETTER TOGETHER SCHOLARSHIP 
Students with a strong academic foundation are considered for the Better Together 
Scholarship which is renewable for four years provided the student maintains full-time 
enrollment and a GPA of 2.0.  Evan Brooks has been awarded this scholarship.  Evan will 
be attending the Castleton campus of VSU.   
 
WAITSFIELD & CHAMPLAIN VALLEY TELECOM EUNICE B. FARR INCENTIVE 
SCHOLARSHIP--$1,000 
Mrs. Farr was born in Warren, Vermont.  She worked in the general store and married Alton 
Farr in 1924.  Mr. Farr died of tuberculosis in 1940, leaving his wife with a young daughter 
and a telephone company to run.  Eunice continued to run the telephone company on her 
own, becoming one of the first women to run a utility in the United States. It is with pride and 
best wishes for the future that the Waitsfield/Champlain Valley Telecom Company presents 
this award in memory of Eunice Buzzell Farr who was dedicated to the success and welfare 
of young people, her family and her profession. Eunice Farr was the grandmother of current 
president Gregg Haskin. (Hayden Bassett) 
 
WALTHAM COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP--$1,000 
The Town of Waltham sponsors a scholarship for a senior who resides in the town and who 
is graduating from high school.  The winning applicant was selected based on scholarship, 
as well as school and community citizenship. (Jing Williams) 
 
WEATHERS SCHOLARSHIP -- $1,500 
Ann Weathers was a long-time friend of the VYOA. She shared the Vermont Youth 
Orchestra Association’s interest in helping young students achieve their musical potential. To 
this end, she established an annual award to assist a VYOA graduating high school senior 
with the pursuit of a Bachelor’s degree in music. Any high school senior who is currently a 
VYOA ensemble member and plans to pursue a music degree in the areas of performance, 
education, or composition is eligible. Recipients must demonstrate an enthusiastic 
commitment toward pursuing a career in music and a record of past artistic achievement and 
recognition. Megan Mentzer is the recipient of this scholarship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LIZBETH RYAN HONARY WOMEN OF WISDOM SCHOLARSHIP--$7,000 
Women of Wisdom operates Sweet Charity Resale Store in Vergennes. Store profits provide 
financial assistance to women, children, families, students, and charitable organizations 
within Addison County. Women of Wisdom strongly values active community engagement 
and volunteerism. The recipient of this scholarship has demonstrated significant participation 
in the community and volunteers on a regular basis. This student has stated, with integrity, 
plans for continuing work for the betterment of their community in the future. In the spirit of 
our mission of giving, it is our honor to bestow this scholarship to support further education.  
(Tryphene Miguel) 
 
YEARBOOK STAFF/EDITOR 
For diligent service and faithfulness in preparing this year’s Yearbook: 
Sophia Johnson, Editor 
 

 



 

 
 

 Class of 2025  

   
Robin V. Andrus* Dylan Essex Tryphene Samuela Kitoko Miguel 

Hayden Lewis Bassett Josselyn Nichole Farnsworth Ava Elizabeth Mullin 

Gerrit Beenen Grey Fearon**† Zack P. Norris 

Emma Katherine Bergmans Dylan Field Elizabeth Olenga 

Savanah J. Blaise Rachel Emily Gebo∆  Charles Ouellette 

Hannah E.R. Botala Spencer Ryan Gebo*∆  Reese Ronald Paquette*♠ 

Connor William Brogan Jackson James Gernander* Dakota Parker 

Evan Thomas Brooks Nina Morales-Giron Devon M. Pierce 

Tapanga Maria Burchard Reed McKinley Grant Isabella M. Porter 

Cheyenne Marie Carr Spencer R.P. Grimm Hailey Rose Preston 

Blue Sunhwa Chouinard Ethan John Hallock Isaac H. Preston 

Claire Watchida Clark Austen Joseph Hamel Kestin Alyssa Puechl-Sproul* 

Owen Michael Collette** Torrey Claire Hanna**† Corey Lee Ramon 

Mary Elizabeth Cosgrove**† Rory Ellen Hendee Xavier M. Redmond 

Rory Ann Couture**† Kendra Alexis Jackson* Lily B. Root*** 

Ethan Miller Croke***†∆  Sophia Ann Johnson**† Felipe Sanchez-Gonzalez 

Luke Nelson Davis** Kay Alea Kenyon Francisco Santiago-Loyola 

      Morgan McKenzie Davis* Mia Beth Kutchukian***†∆  Gabriel Lewis Scribner 

Axel Theodorus de Boer**†♠ Katelyn Anne Laberge** Garrett W. Stearns 

Gunnar Alexander DeGraaf Megan Haley LaFountaine♠ Zoey Elyzabeth Waas 

Chase Delorme Hannah Lynn Larrow Kaitlyn Lorraine Wagner 

Brayden Richard Duggento Brody McGuire Tenley Marie Whitehouse 

Hailey M. Dusablon Megan Laura Mentzer***† Kiersten Charlotte Wigle* 

Kira L. Emmons** Elsa R. Michaels** Jing Mae Williams***† 

 
Graduation Honors 
   ***Summa Cum Laude (“With Highest Praise”) 

            GPA 3.8 or above  

   **Magna Cum Laude (“With Great Praise”) 

            GPA 3.5 or above 

      *Cum Laude (“With Praise”) 

            GPA 3.3 or above    
† Member of National Honor Society 
♠ Member of National Technical Honor Society 

∆ Member of German National Honor Society    
 
     
 

   
 

 
 


