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F 
or the past decade, the Wentzville School District 
has been the fastest-growing school district in the 
state.  Since 2001, the district has averaged 601 
new students per year. We believe the increases 

per year will range to between 564 to 724 new students 
per year during the next decade.  

 Birth data and demographic vendor data indicates 
that the number of pre-Kindergarten children should con-
tinue to increase  in the district for at least the next 10 
years. We believe that available housing, the districtôs fa-
vorable test scores and reputation and much available 
property for development will encourage the districtôs 
enrollment to continue to grow at a strong pace.   

 Job creation is the factor that is the best predictor 
of district enrollment growth, at more than 83 percent. If 
a recession occurs, the districtôs enrollment growth rate 
might slow. However, private school enrollment could be 
expected to decrease in a recession, which in turn would 
fuel the public schoolôs enrollment. The districtôs enroll-
ment has continued to grow every year since 1986, the 
earliest year we could obtain enrollment data, which in-
cludes through several recessions.    

  A preliminary draft report was emailed on Feb. 23, 
2016. A final report, following redistricting, was deliv-
ered on January 16, 2017.   

 

 

 

 

Preston Smith 

Principal Owner 

Business Information Services, LLC 

Executive  

Summary  
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¶ Three statistical models project that Wentzvilleôs district enroll-
ment will be between 21,581 and 23,180 by 2026-27. This is assuming an annual en-
rollment growth of between 3.5 percent and 4.5 percent. For the last 10 years, the 
growth rate has been 5.46 percent. (pp. 8-15) 

¶ The impact of private school enrollment in the district is significant. In 2000, 15.2 per-
cent of the children living in the school district either attended private schools or were 
home-schooled. In 2010, the percentage increased to 19.3. Our best estimates there 
were 17.5 percent of the children in 2015 in the districtðmore than 3,000ðwho did 
not attend the districtôs public schools. We estimate that between 2013-14 and 2016-
17, there was a decrease in private school enrollment of 435 students. (p. 64)  

¶ The districtôs enrollment growth is closely tied to the local economy. During the last 
25 years, for every 7.8 new jobs added in St. Charles County, there has been one new 
student enrolled in the Wentzville School District. (p. 117) Our calculations show that 
every single-family house built in the district results in 0.784 new students and for 
every single-family home sold, the districtôs enrollment would increase by 0.905 stu-
dents. (p. 120.) As long as the economy is strong and continues to expand, there is 
more than an 80 percent probability that the districtôs enrollment would grow likewise 
based on house sales and house construction.  

¶ Since 2009, the number of homes sold in the Wentzville School District has increased 
by 106 percent. But the average listing price has increased by only 15 percent and the 
average sales prices have increased by only 18 percent since 2009. (pp. 120-121)  

¶ The districtôs building capacities continue to be a concern. As the fastest-growing 
school district in the state, and likely in the Midwest, we understand the struggles in 
building new schools fast enough. However, despite a year-long district redistricting 
effort, and opening two new elementary schools in the fall 2017, our high-end enroll-
ment predictions show that 10 of 17 buildings are at or nearing over-capacity but our 
calculations show there is adequate student capacity overall in the district. More pru-
dent decisions on how to utilize the available space would resolve this issue.   

 If enrollment growth continues strong, there could be room among all the elemen-
tary schools for only 254 additional students this fall. But there is a wide disparity in 
available space from building to building. We estimate that Boone Trail could be over-
crowded by as much as 175 students this fall. But the new Golden Gate Elementary could 
have space for 111 more students. Discovery Ridge had a capacity target of only 775 stu-
dents during redistricting; we predict the fall 2017 enrollment could be as high as 923. 

 Capacity distribution at the middle schools could be even more extreme. Frontier 
Middle School could have space for more than 500 students this fall while Wentzville 
Middle School has little to no additional space for students, and Wentzville South Middle 
School has space for about 100 additional students. Both Holt and Timberland High 
Schools could be over-capacity by nearly a hundred students but Liberty High has space 
for more than 400 additional students.  

  

 

Key Findings  
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Figure 1. Aerial view of the Wentzville School District, 2015. 
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T 
he Wentzville School District in the western St. 

Louis metro area has had the fastest-growing en-

rollment in the state for the last decade and among the strongest en-

rollment growth in the Midwest. An academically strong school dis-

trict, plentiful affordable housing and easy access to the St. Louis metro area 

for jobs has caused some of the most explosive student enrollment growth in 

the country.  

  In December 2015, the Wentzville school board selected our firm 

through a competitive RFP process to provide a comprehensive demographic 

study and to assist the district during 2016 with redistricting. We were asked to 

accomplish three key objectives:  (1)  update a 2013 demographic study, (2) 

determine growth trends in the district and (3) gather and present information 

about the community that would assist with redrawing all attendance zones for 

the schools. When the redistricting was completed in December 2016, we fi-

nalized the enrollment projections based on the new attendance lines, including 

the two new elementary schools set to open in the fall 2017.  

 The district intends to use the data collected and presented in this study to 

not only evaluate the current building capacity and enrollment trends, but to al-

so appropriately plan for future growth, and better account for the needs creat-

ed by an increase in the student and community populations. 

 In this study, a wide range of sources were used, including data from the 

Missouri Department of Education,  the state Health Department, the National 

Center for Educational Statistics, the St. Louis realtors association, and the St. 

Charles County Assessorôs office. We also interviewed planning experts at the 

cities of Lake St. Louis, Wentzville and OôFallon, and St. Charles County. The 

Wentzville School District provided student rosters, classroom counts per each 

building, summary data and enrollment data by schools.  

Reasons for 

the Study  
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T he Wentzville R-IV School District has seen consistently 

strong and steady enrollment growth over the past 25 years, so 

standard statistical techniques prove very good at modeling past 

enrollment in the district. Assuming steady-state trends these models can then be extrapo-

lated into the near future to develop enrollment projections. While population data from 

the 2010 Census and birth statistics reveal a flattening of birth rates since 2007, housing 

and employment statistics indicate that growth due to in-migration will most likely over-

come any demographic trends that would slow growth. This analysis combines several ap-

proaches to better understand the likely future enrollments of the district, including: 

(a) Evaluation of estimates from February 2016 study compared to actual enrollments for 

the 2016 fall; 

(b) Examination of third-party population estimates (for 2015) and projections (to 2025); 

(c) Exploration of Kindergarten enrollment and birth trends and their relationship; and 

(d) Extrapolation of statistical trends in historic K-12 enrollments into the next decade. 

 Further discussion in this report refers to each school year by its fall semester, so 

any time ñ2016ò is used it refers to the current school year, ñ2026ò refers to the 2026-27 

school year, etc. This is done simply for clarity in the discussion when referring to differ-

ent academic years. However, birth data are tabulated by ZIP code for calendar years. Fi-

nally, discussion and analysis in this report concerns K-12 enrollments only, as available 

Pre-K enrollment figures available to the analyst were irregular and Pre-K enrollments 

have only been a fraction of subsequent year Kindergarten enrollments in the district. 

District Overview 

 District enrollment has grown rapidly over the past twenty-five years, growing from 

4,611 students in 1992 to 15,986 this year, a gain of more than 11,300 students and an an-

nual average growth rate of 10.3% or 474 students per year. However, there has been quite 

a bit of variability in this growth, with an annual standard deviation of 258 students. The 

growth peaked in 2004 at 12%, and since then the growth rate has slowed to about 5% an-

nually or around 557 more students each year since 2006. For the last six years, though, 

annual growth has been very consistent at about 4%, which is remarkable considering that 

births have been on a slight decline since 2007, Kindergarten enrollments had been flatten-

ing out in response to lower births, and three of the previous four years had seen Kinder-

garten enrollments shrink compared to the year before until this yearôs incredible spike to 

1,291. Thus, virtually all recent growth, and most past growth, has come more from in-

migration of families with children than from internal growth through natural processes. If 

this trend continues then we project further growth into the future on par with the past dec-

ade, as external factors seem likely to continue pulling new families and students into the 

district to offset any declining growth due to aging by the resident population. 

Long -Range 

Projections  
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Figure 2. District K-12 enrollment, 1993-2017  

Figure 3. Percentage of district growth from one year to the next.  
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(A) Evaluation of Projections from 2016 Study 

 In February 2016 the analysts performed a similar study for the district, at that time 

proposing growth models of 45% (high), 40% (medium), and 35% (low) based on trends 

observed in the district. Despite slowing birth rates found in that study that influenced our 

projections, the district exceeded our high estimate by 61 total students or 0.4% for 2016-

17, a very close match but still a bit surprising because we expected the growth rates of 

the period before 2014 to continue slowing down. However, the biggest differences and 

challenges have been with Kindergarten enrollments. In an earlier 2014 study, we overes-

timated these enrollments and so, in the 2016 study, we reduced them to match what ap-

peared to be a slowing trend for this cohort. However, fall 2016 enrollments spiked to 

1,291 K students, a new high for the district and 139 more than in 2015-16. If Kindergar-

ten is ignored, our medium estimates last February were off by only 18 students for grades 

1-12, which is about as accurate as one could hope for in a district this size. Clearly, going 

forward flat birth rates may not impact Kindergarten enrollments to the extent they do in 

other districts. For whatever reasons, Kindergarten enrollment estimates are especially 

challenging and unpredictable for this district. 

(B) Population Projections and Forecasts 

 Third-party population estimates (for 2015), projections (to 2020), and forecasts (to 

2025) were consulted to get an outside opinion on possible population trajectories for the 

district. These have relatively course age groupings, but they are the best data available. 

For reference, these are compared to the 2000 and 2010 Census totals for the district. 

District 2000 2010 2015 2020 2025 

Total Population 0-4 898 6,252 5,694 5,775 6,083 

Total Population 5-14 1,512 12,093 12,198 12,152 11,710 

Total Population 15-18 1,134 3,772 5,704 6,585 6,354 

All ages 33,158 71,306 81,653 95,345 107,736 

 
 Notably, the estimates for 2015 show a smaller pre-school age population that bare-

ly grows by 2020 and starts to grow by 1% annually through 2025, reflecting the flatten-

ing of the births in the district. This is evident in the 2025 forecasts for the 5-14 population 

as well, but we do not believe the district will shrink in that age group because of in-

migration, which these projections seem to ignore. Overall, the entire districtôs population 

is forecast to keep growing by at 3% annually for the next decade, but to age somewhat 

owing to fewer births. Again, we think the aging will be less pronounced due to the influx 

of parents with school-age children that has been happening for quite some time and is un-



2016-17 Enrollment and Demographics Study  

Page 11  É Business Information Services, LLC  
All Rights Reserved  

Figure 4. Population projections for 5-year Age Cohorts through 2025. 

likely to abate soon. Thus, we feel these projections are very conservative because they 

primarily focus on natural growth patterns (births versus deaths) with little weight given to 

migration. 

(C) Birth and Kindergarten Enrollment Trends and Correlations 

One of the greatest influences in a school enrollment projection study is the estimation of 

annual Kindergarten enrollments, which must be based on little or no data as Pre-K enroll-

ments are generally unsuitable to the task and Census data become more out-of-date each 

year that passes. The table below helps demonstrate this point:  

 Thus, the children entering 

Kindergarten in 2015 was the last 

group that could be estimated from 

known population totals (of children 

under age 1) from the 2010 Census 

and enrollments for only grades 11-

12 in 2026-27 can be based partly on 

known population totals from the 

2010 Census. However, given the 

rate of in-migration occurring in the 

district, Census data can no longer be considered very useful in making enrollment projec-

tions. 

Age in 2010 

Census 

Assumed to 

enter K 

Grade in 2026-

27 school year 

< 1 year old 2015 11 

1 year old 2014 12 

2 years old 2013 Graduates 2026 

3 years old 2012 Graduates 2025 
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Figure 5. District Kindergarten enrollment trends, 1993-2015, projected to 2027. 

 With this in mind, there are several possible approaches to estimating incoming 

Kindergarten classes. As the chart below shows, Kindergarten enrollments (blue line) ex-

ploded after 1999, fueling a lot of the overall growth the district has experienced over the 

past decade. A linear trend (regression) line is fit to the existing data to provide further in-

formation on how much Kindergarten class sizes could be expected to grow annually, on 

average. The slope (black line) projects nearly forty-six (45.785) additional Kindergarten-

ers per year with fairly strong predictive power, having an r2 value of nearly 0.95 (0.00 in-

dicates no linear trend and 1.00 indicates a perfect linear trend). 

 However, this 25-year trend over-predicted Kindergarteners last year (2015-16), re-

sulting in our downgrading of Kindergarten estimates in the February 2016 study which 

proved to not be a sustained trend. While Kindergarten enrollments had appeared flat for 

several years and saw two consecutive years of declines prior to the current school year, 

clearly there is continued capacity for upward growth in the district due to its attractive-

ness. Thus, while we will continue to expect possible large single year deviations from this 

trend line, in the long run it has been very accurate and so we have adjusted Kindergarten 

projections back upwards for the current study. But, we would like to emphasize again that 

Kindergarten projections for this district are especially challenging, even more so than for 

most districts in which Kindergarten proves to be the hardest to anticipate for obvious rea-

sons. Thus, any such study should be evaluated in this light. 



2016-17 Enrollment and Demographics Study  

Page 13  É Business Information Services, LLC  
All Rights Reserved  

Figure 6. Births in district ZIP codes, 63348, 63367, 63385, 1990-2014, projected to 2020 with a trendline.  

 Another way to estimate Kindergarten enrollments is to study birth data for the dis-

trict. Again, however, this is just another rough guide for two reasons. First, birth data 

come from the state Department of Health and Senior Services by ZIP codes, which usual-

ly align poorly with school district boundaries including Wentzville. Here, ZIP codes 

63348 (west), 63385 (central), 63367 (east), and 63368 (far southeast) overlap the district, 

including considerable territory west and south of 63348, north and south of 63385, and 

more than half of the territory of 63368 lying east of the district. Second and most critical-

ly, birth data for 63368 are only available since 2005. Plotting births for all four ZIP codes 

creates a huge increase in 2005 because of this; therefore, the chart below omits 63368. 

 Births began trending upwards in 1994, explaining the Kindergarten growth that 

started in 1999, though there has been a flattening out since 2007 with relatively con-

sistent totals around 900 each year since (meanwhile, 63368 decreased from 639 to 508 

births during that span). Though annually chaotic, the long-term trend in births averages 

just over 33 additional births per year (the slope of the trend line). This trend line fits the 

data fairly well, with an r2 of nearly 0.89. Ultimately, we feel that the likely trend for the 

district for the next ten years is for very modest growth in birth rates, in the 1,400s annual-

ly (including 63368), given that so much of the districtôs growth lately seems to come 

from families that already have children moving into the district. Thus, we produce Kin-

dergarten estimates based mainly on the Kindergarten trend line. 
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 Since the appearance of ZIP code 63368 in 2005, the district has very consistently 

matriculated about 77% of births in the four ZIP codes five years later as Kindergarteners. 

Therefore, after projecting births through 2020, we estimate Kindergarten classes by as-

suming 77% of births in the four ZIP codes covering the district will enroll as Kindergar-

teners five years later. However, there should still be some additional growth of Kinder-

garteners given that some of the arriving families will be bringing pre-K or Kindergarten-

age children with them who will slightly grow Kindergarten enrollments through time. 

(D) Statistical Trend Analysis of Past Enrollments 

 The last step examines overall district enrollment trends to find recurring patterns 

that can inform projections of future district enrollment. Linear, quadratic, and cubic 

growth models are applied to past district enrollments to find the best statistical fit. This 

approach accounts for gradual variations observed in annual past enrollments and assumes 

similar influences will continue for the next decade, regardless of the causes. The linear 

growth model takes the functional form Y=b0+b1t, the quadratic growth modelôs form is 

Y=b0+b1t+b2t
2, and the cubic modelôs function is Y=b0+b1t+b2t

2+b3t
3, where the b values 

are intercept (b0) and slope (b1, b2, b3) coefficients and t is a sequence (time) indicator, 

with values of bi differing between models. 

 To tease out subtle annual variations, the three statistical models are each run for 

three time periods: a quarter-century dating back to 1992, a 15-year span starting in 2002 

when enrollment growth really exploded, and a 10-year span since 2006 when enrollment 

growth began to slow down a little bit. All nine models fit past data extremely well, with r2 

values between 0.954 and 1.000, with the shorter-term models having a better fit than the 

longer-term models due to higher variability of enrollments over the long run. Two of the 

cubic models veer off to unlikely enrollments in 2026-27 because they over-emphasize 

small transition points in the districtôs growth profile, but the other models the average 

22,000 students in 2026-27. Given that district enrollment growth has been very linear and 

that even the quadratic models are fairly linear, this amalgamation of models provides a 

very logical baseline set of projections that results in 40% decadal growth, or about 4.0% 

annually. 

 Therefore, linear decadal growth of 40% in aggregate (roughly 4.0% annually) re-

mains the medium growth trajectory at this time, whereas two years ago we set it as the 

high model. This model adds 6,394 total students, annually averaging 639 more students 

to a district-wide K-12 enrollment of 22,380 students in 2026-27. This study further devel-

ops a high model with 45% net growth and a low model achieving 35% net growth over 

the coming decade. The low model is more likely if in-migration slows down, and adds 

5,595 students (560 per year on average) to total 21,581 K-12 students by 2026-27. The 

high projections propose an average of 719 additional students per year, reaching 23,180 

total K-12 students by 2026-27. 
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Final Projections Based on 2017-18 Elementary Attendance Zones 

 The next step is to make grade-level estimates across the district based on the three 

growth models. A standard cohort progression model provides an estimate of each yearôs 

basic enrollment assuming steady-state trends, which are then adjusted by the varying 

growth rates represented by the high, medium, and low growth models evinced above. Fi-

nally, the new elementary attendance boundaries that will go into effect in 2017-18 were 

used to reallocate students this year (2016-17) based on geocoded addresses for all stu-

dents and assuming there will be no cross-boundary transfers. Thus, the projections also 

include sixth graders at all elementary schools (except Heritage Primary School) and no 

sixth graders at the middle schools. Though there were 15,986 K-12 students on Septem-

ber 30, 2016, the geocoded data contained information on 15,943 such students which 

were used to project enrollments for the coming decade based on the new attendance 

zones. Again, Pre-K as well as students coded WZDC were omitted, which accounts for 

the difference of 43 students (as well as the fact that the geocoded student addresses may 

have been obtained after September 30). 

 The three final growth models are shown and are marked each year with district-

wide, K-12 enrollment estimates. Note that 2016-17 value is the actual, reported district K

-12 geocoded total for the current school year, 15,943 K-12 students. 
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Figure 7. Enrollment  projections to 2027 for the overall district.  

Overall Population 

Change 2015-2020

Age 0 - 4 Population 

Change 2015 < 2020

Age 5 to 14 

Population Change 

2015 < 2020

Age 15 - 18 

Population Change 

2015 < 2020

Demographics Vendor 1 18.5% 15.5% 11.6% 23.8%

Demographics Vendor 2 16.8% 1.4% -0.4% 15.5%

Demographics Vendor 3 5.0% -2.7% -6.0% 7.0%

Average 13.4% 4.8% 1.7% 15.4%

Comparison of Different Demographic Vendor Data Projections for 

Wentzville R-IV School District

Figure 8. Comparison of different demographic vendor data projections for Wentzville school district.  
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Figure 9. District enrollment projections, by school, for 2017-2027. (The charts show to 2026, but that is for 

the beginning of the 2026-27 school year. Heritage Primary and Intermediate are shown separately in this 

table in case the district wants to consider the schools separately again.) 

District 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 15,923 16,591 17,219 17,871 18,548 19,250 19,978 20,735 21,520 22,334 23,180

Medium 15,923 16,533 17,099 17,684 18,289 18,915 19,562 20,232 20,924 21,640 22,380

Low 15,923 16,473 16,975 17,492 18,025 18,574 19,140 19,723 20,324 20,943 21,581

Holt H.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 1,694 1,751 1,772 1,938 2,108 2,285 2,504 2,628 2,718 2,865 3,006

Medium 1,694 1,745 1,760 1,918 2,078 2,246 2,452 2,564 2,643 2,776 2,902

Low 1,694 1,739 1,747 1,897 2,048 2,205 2,399 2,500 2,567 2,687 2,798

Wentzville M.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 833 928 1,071 1,119 1,154 1,191 1,204 1,278 1,336 1,378 1,428

Medium 833 925 1,063 1,107 1,138 1,170 1,179 1,247 1,299 1,335 1,379

Low 833 921 1,055 1,095 1,122 1,149 1,153 1,216 1,262 1,292 1,330

Heritage 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 1,254 1,274 1,300 1,319 1,346 1,388 1,451 1,492 1,556 1,611 1,675

Medium 1,254 1,269 1,291 1,305 1,327 1,364 1,421 1,456 1,513 1,561 1,617

Low 1,254 1,265 1,282 1,291 1,308 1,339 1,390 1,419 1,469 1,511 1,559

Heritage P.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 500 513 544 553 569 581 602 623 653 686 715

Medium 500 511 540 547 561 571 589 608 635 664 691

Low 500 509 537 541 553 561 577 593 617 643 666

Heritage I.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 754 761 756 766 777 807 849 869 903 926 959

Medium 754 759 751 758 766 793 831 848 878 897 926

Low 754 756 745 750 755 779 813 827 852 868 893

Lakeview E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 773 806 827 844 864 891 920 946 986 1,021 1,062

Medium 773 804 821 835 852 876 901 923 959 990 1,025

Low 773 801 815 826 840 860 881 900 931 958 988

Peine Ridge E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 687 719 738 758 764 774 793 815 850 880 915

Medium 687 717 733 750 753 760 776 796 827 853 884

Low 687 714 728 742 743 747 760 776 803 826 852

Golden Gate E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 711 748 770 807 839 871 888 913 952 986 1,025

Medium 711 745 764 799 828 856 870 891 926 955 990

Low 711 743 759 790 816 841 851 869 899 925 954

Overall Enrollment Projections for the Wentzville School District, 2017-2027, by school
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Figure 10. District enrollment projections, by school, for 2017-2027.  

Timberland H.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 1,637 1,713 1,808 1,886 1,965 2,016 2,097 2,236 2,313 2,375 2,413

Medium 1,637 1,707 1,795 1,867 1,938 1,981 2,053 2,182 2,249 2,301 2,330

Low 1,637 1,701 1,782 1,846 1,910 1,945 2,009 2,127 2,185 2,227 2,247

South M.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 881 883 893 924 971 1,042 1,037 1,003 1,002 1,034 1,071

Medium 881 880 887 914 957 1,024 1,016 979 974 1,001 1,034

Low 881 877 880 904 943 1,006 994 954 946 969 997

Boone Trail E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 913 936 943 953 935 932 959 987 1,029 1,065 1,107

Medium 913 933 936 943 922 915 939 963 1,000 1,032 1,069

Low 913 930 929 933 909 899 919 938 972 999 1,031

Duello E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 783 796 802 815 802 765 750 756 788 817 849

Medium 783 794 797 807 791 751 735 737 766 791 819

Low 783 791 791 798 779 738 718 719 744 765 789

Green Tree E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 717 714 712 705 724 727 737 758 791 819 851

Medium 717 712 707 698 714 714 722 740 769 793 822

Low 717 709 702 690 703 701 706 721 747 768 792

Hwy Z E.S. (#1) 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 731 779 805 820 822 849 864 889 927 960 998

Medium 731 776 799 812 811 835 846 867 901 930 963

Low 731 774 794 803 799 820 828 845 875 900 929

Liberty H.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 1,247 1,339 1,439 1,527 1,698 1,819 1,953 2,120 2,237 2,349 2,446

Medium 1,247 1,334 1,429 1,511 1,674 1,788 1,912 2,068 2,175 2,276 2,361

Low 1,247 1,330 1,419 1,494 1,650 1,755 1,871 2,016 2,113 2,203 2,277

Frontier M.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 705 757 828 873 907 990 1,035 1,034 1,031 1,063 1,102

Medium 705 754 822 864 895 973 1,013 1,009 1,002 1,030 1,064

Low 705 752 816 855 882 956 991 983 973 997 1,026

Crossroads E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 831 821 803 786 775 781 777 799 833 863 897

Medium 831 818 798 777 764 768 761 780 810 836 866

Low 831 815 792 769 753 754 744 760 787 809 835

Discovery R. E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 839 923 994 1,076 1,158 1,212 1,279 1,331 1,388 1,438 1,494

Medium 839 920 987 1,065 1,142 1,191 1,253 1,299 1,350 1,393 1,443

Low 839 917 980 1,054 1,126 1,170 1,226 1,267 1,312 1,349 1,392

Prairie View E.S. 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 687 702 714 721 715 715 729 750 782 810 842

Medium 687 699 709 713 705 703 714 732 761 785 813

Low 687 697 703 705 695 690 699 714 739 760 784

Overall Enrollment Projections for the Wentzville School District, 2017-2027, by school
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Figure 11. District enrollment projections, by grade, for 2017-2027.  

District 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 15,943 16,591 17,219 17,871 18,548 19,250 19,978 20,735 21,520 22,334 23,180

Medium 15,943 16,533 17,099 17,684 18,289 18,915 19,562 20,232 20,924 21,640 22,380

Low 15,943 16,473 16,975 17,492 18,025 18,574 19,140 19,723 20,324 20,943 21,581

High 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

K 1,280 1,252 1,316 1,347 1,406 1,463 1,530 1,610 1,702 1,791 1,890

1 1,203 1,227 1,193 1,261 1,236 1,288 1,307 1,348 1,417 1,482 1,536

2 1,289 1,269 1,298 1,256 1,336 1,314 1,374 1,399 1,451 1,523 1,578

3 1,301 1,367 1,337 1,363 1,327 1,417 1,398 1,467 1,502 1,555 1,611

4 1,267 1,374 1,430 1,391 1,426 1,394 1,492 1,478 1,559 1,594 1,652

5 1,345 1,337 1,434 1,487 1,453 1,496 1,467 1,577 1,570 1,654 1,714

6 1,261 1,394 1,400 1,499 1,560 1,532 1,582 1,557 1,682 1,672 1,733

7 1,220 1,305 1,434 1,433 1,542 1,613 1,587 1,646 1,629 1,756 1,820

8 1,199 1,263 1,357 1,483 1,490 1,611 1,689 1,669 1,740 1,719 1,781

9 1,180 1,291 1,350 1,450 1,593 1,606 1,742 1,833 1,821 1,895 1,964

10 1,152 1,213 1,320 1,373 1,483 1,636 1,653 1,801 1,905 1,889 1,958

11 1,203 1,127 1,212 1,312 1,371 1,488 1,646 1,670 1,829 1,931 2,001

12 1,043 1,173 1,137 1,216 1,324 1,391 1,513 1,680 1,713 1,873 1,941

Medium 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

K 1,280 1,248 1,307 1,333 1,386 1,437 1,498 1,571 1,655 1,735 1,825

1 1,203 1,223 1,185 1,248 1,218 1,266 1,280 1,315 1,377 1,436 1,483

2 1,289 1,264 1,289 1,243 1,318 1,292 1,345 1,366 1,411 1,475 1,523

3 1,301 1,363 1,328 1,349 1,309 1,392 1,368 1,431 1,460 1,507 1,556

4 1,267 1,369 1,420 1,376 1,406 1,370 1,461 1,442 1,516 1,544 1,595

5 1,345 1,332 1,424 1,471 1,433 1,470 1,437 1,538 1,526 1,602 1,655

6 1,261 1,389 1,391 1,483 1,539 1,505 1,549 1,519 1,635 1,620 1,673

7 1,220 1,300 1,424 1,418 1,521 1,585 1,554 1,606 1,583 1,701 1,757

8 1,199 1,259 1,347 1,468 1,469 1,583 1,654 1,629 1,692 1,665 1,720

9 1,180 1,286 1,341 1,435 1,570 1,578 1,706 1,788 1,770 1,836 1,896

10 1,152 1,209 1,311 1,359 1,462 1,607 1,619 1,757 1,852 1,831 1,890

11 1,203 1,123 1,203 1,298 1,352 1,462 1,611 1,629 1,778 1,871 1,932

12 1,043 1,168 1,129 1,204 1,306 1,366 1,481 1,639 1,666 1,815 1,875

Low 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

K 1,280 1,243 1,297 1,319 1,366 1,412 1,465 1,532 1,607 1,679 1,760

1 1,203 1,218 1,176 1,234 1,201 1,243 1,252 1,282 1,338 1,390 1,430

2 1,289 1,260 1,280 1,230 1,299 1,268 1,316 1,331 1,371 1,428 1,469

3 1,301 1,358 1,318 1,334 1,290 1,367 1,339 1,395 1,418 1,458 1,500

4 1,267 1,364 1,410 1,361 1,385 1,345 1,429 1,406 1,473 1,495 1,538

5 1,345 1,327 1,414 1,455 1,412 1,444 1,406 1,500 1,483 1,551 1,596

6 1,261 1,384 1,380 1,467 1,516 1,478 1,516 1,481 1,589 1,568 1,613

7 1,220 1,296 1,414 1,402 1,499 1,556 1,521 1,565 1,538 1,647 1,694

8 1,199 1,254 1,338 1,452 1,448 1,555 1,618 1,588 1,643 1,612 1,658

9 1,180 1,282 1,331 1,420 1,548 1,549 1,669 1,744 1,720 1,777 1,829

10 1,152 1,204 1,301 1,344 1,441 1,579 1,584 1,713 1,799 1,772 1,823

11 1,203 1,119 1,194 1,284 1,333 1,436 1,576 1,588 1,727 1,811 1,863

12 1,043 1,164 1,121 1,190 1,287 1,342 1,449 1,598 1,618 1,757 1,808

Overall Enrollment Projections for the Wentzville R-IV School District, 2017-2027, by grade
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Figure 12. Capacity of current enrollment . Where there are green cells, the 

amount of square footage available per student exceeds the standard amount 

required by 20 percent or more.  Yellow cells indicate that the square footage 

allotted per student is between 10 and 20 percent more than the standard 

amount, and red cells are placed to flag those schools where there is less than 

10 percent surplus square feet per student. Based on these calculations, Boone Trail Elementary, Cross-

roads, Discovery Ridge, Green Tree, Wentzville Middle and both Holt and Timberland High could be all 

overcrowded this fall. Heritage, Lakeview and Peine Ridge are nearing over-capacity. 

Capacity  

analysis  

Figure 13. By 2022-23, we are estimating the high-end of enrollment could be 19,977 in the district. We are 

showing all the schools could be overcrowded except for Prairie View and Frontier Middle.   

School Grades

Estimated 

2017-18 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Boone Trail Elementary K-6 934 88,830          95 117 -22 -18.7% 759 -175

Crossroads Elementary K-6 819 90,760          111 117 -6 -5.3% 776 -43

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 923 100,211       109 117 -8 -7.2% 857 -66

Duello Elementary K-6 796 101,215       127 117 10 8.7% 865 69

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 746 100,211       134 117 17 14.8% 857 111

Green Tree Elementary K-6 712 83,133          117 117 0 -0.2% 711 -1

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,271 159,014       125 117 8 6.9% 1,359 88

Highway Z Elementary K-6 777 100,211       129 117 12 10.2% 857 80

Lakeview Elementary K-6 805 100,211       124 117 7 6.4% 857 52

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 718 91,510          127 117 10 8.9% 782 64

Prairie View Elementary K-6 700 90,900          130 117 13 11.0% 777 77

Frontier Middle 7-8 757 173,754       230 135 95 70.0% 1,287 530

Wentzville Middle 7-8 928 125,158       135 135 0 -0.1% 927 -1

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 883 132,555       150 135 15 11.2% 982 99

Holt High 9-12 1,751 268,409       153 160 -7 -4.2% 1,678 -73

Liberty High 9-12 1,339 286,595       214 160 54 33.8% 1,791 452

Timberland High 9-12 1,713 259,707       152 160 -8 -5.2% 1,623 -90

17 16,572 2,352,384 17,743 1,171

School Grades

Projected 

2022-23 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Boone Trail Elementary K-6 959 88,830          93 117 -24 -20.8% 759 -200

Crossroads Elementary K-6 777 90,760          117 117 0 -0.2% 776 -1

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 1,279 100,211       78 117 -39 -33.0% 857 -422

Duello Elementary K-6 750 101,215       135 117 18 15.3% 865 115

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 888 100,211       113 117 -4 -3.5% 857 -31

Green Tree Elementary K-6 737 83,133          113 117 -4 -3.6% 711 -26

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,451 159,014       110 117 -7 -6.3% 1,359 -92

Highway Z Elementary K-6 864 100,211       116 117 -1 -0.9% 857 -7

Lakeview Elementary K-6 920 100,211       109 117 -8 -6.9% 857 -63

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 793 91,510          115 117 -2 -1.4% 782 -11

Prairie View Elementary K-6 729 90,900          125 117 8 6.6% 777 48

Frontier Middle 7-8 1,035 173,754       168 135 33 24.4% 1,287 252

Wentzville Middle 7-8 1,204 125,158       104 135 -31 -23.0% 927 -277

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 1,037 132,555       128 135 -7 -5.3% 982 -55

Holt High 9-12 2,504 268,409       107 160 -53 -33.0% 1,678 -826

Liberty High 9-12 1,953 286,595       147 160 -13 -8.3% 1,791 -162

Timberland High 9-12 2,097 259,707       124 160 -36 -22.6% 1,623 -474

17 19,977 2,352,384 17,743 -2,234
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A 
s part of our evaluation of district capacity, Figure 12, on p. 22, shows signs of 

overcrowding in 10 of 17 buildings, based on our high-end projections for en-

rollment for the fall 2017. Our capacity calculations are based on a national 

industry standard of how many square feet are needed for each student in each 

grade level. Since high school students have more diverse classes and activities, they need 

about 160 sq. ft. of building space per student. Elementary students (K-5) need about 110 

sq. ft. per building space. Since the elementaries now include the 6th grade, we have 

slightly increased the per-student square footage.  

 The tables on these pages show a calculation of current and projected square feet 

per student based on the current and projected enrollment for the building, assuming the 

attendance boundaries were not changed. Our calculations show that the current capacity 

of the districtôs buildings is 17,743 students; our high-end projections show that by 2026-

27, the district will have as many as 23,180 students. Note: the calculations do not take in-

to consideration special education classes that would need greater space requirements per 

student.  

 The Wentzville School District administration developed their own set of capacity 

calculations based on ñcomfortable capacity,ò which is what their redistricting efforts were 

based.  

Figure 14. All buildings in the district by 2026-27 will be overcrowded, with more than 23,000 students en-

rolled in buildings designed to hold only 17,743.  

School Grades

Projected 

2026-27 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building
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Square 
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Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage
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Enrollment 

Capacity
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Number of 
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Boone Trail Elementary K-6 1,107 88,830          80 117 -37 -31.4% 759 -348

Crossroads Elementary K-6 897 90,760          101 117 -16 -13.5% 776 -121

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 1,494 100,211       67 117 -50 -42.7% 857 -637

Duello Elementary K-6 849 101,215       119 117 2 1.9% 865 16

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 1,025 100,211       98 117 -19 -16.4% 857 -168

Green Tree Elementary K-6 851 83,133          98 117 -19 -16.5% 711 -140

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,675 159,014       95 117 -22 -18.9% 1,359 -316

Highway Z Elementary K-6 998 100,211       100 117 -17 -14.2% 857 -141

Lakeview Elementary K-6 1,062 100,211       94 117 -23 -19.3% 857 -205

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 915 91,510          100 117 -17 -14.5% 782 -133

Prairie View Elementary K-6 842 90,900          108 117 -9 -7.7% 777 -65

Frontier Middle 7-8 1,102 173,754       158 135 23 16.8% 1,287 185

Wentzville Middle 7-8 1,428 125,158       88 135 -47 -35.1% 927 -501

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 1,071 132,555       124 135 -11 -8.3% 982 -89

Holt High 9-12 3,006 268,409       89 160 -71 -44.2% 1,678 -1,328

Liberty High 9-12 2,446 286,595       117 160 -43 -26.8% 1,791 -655

Timberland High 9-12 2,413 259,707       108 160 -52 -32.7% 1,623 -790

17 23,181 2,352,384 17,743 -5,438
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Figures 15-17. If we consider each of the districtôs buildings as a set, such as 

the elementary, middle schools and high schools, the tables below show that 

the elementaries have a present capacity of 9,455 and the enrollment for the fall 

2017 could be 9,219, so there is room for only about 236 additional students. 

Despite undergoing a year-long redistricting, there are still large disparities be-

tween the elementary schoolsô level of enrollment. The middle schools show an even larger disparity, with 

Frontier having a space surplus of more than 500 students, with Wentzville Middle School having no avail-

able space. Liberty, likewise, has a surplus of available space, with Holt and Timberland both overcrowd-

ed.  

Capacity  

analysis  

School Grades

Estimated 

2017-18 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Frontier Middle 7-8 757 173,754       230 135 95 70.02% 1,287 530

Wentzville Middle 7-8 928 125,158       135 135 0 -0.10% 927 -1

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 883 132,555       150 135 15 11.20% 982 99

3 2,568 431,467 3,196 628

School Grades

Estimated 

2017-18 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Holt High 9-12 1,751 268,409       153 160 -7 -4.19% 1,678 -73

Liberty High 9-12 1,339 286,595       214 160 54 33.77% 1,791 452

Timberland High 9-12 1,713 259,707       152 160 -8 -5.24% 1,623 -90

3 4,803 814,711 5,092 289

School Grades

Estimated 

2017-18 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Boone Trail Elementary K-6 934 88,830          95 117 -22 -18.71% 759 -175

Crossroads Elementary K-6 819 90,760          111 117 -6 -5.28% 776 -43

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 923 100,211       109 117 -8 -7.20% 857 -66

Duello Elementary K-6 796 101,215       127 117 10 8.68% 865 69

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 746 100,211       134 117 17 14.81% 857 111

Green Tree Elementary K-6 712 83,133          117 117 0 -0.21% 711 -1

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,271 159,014       125 117 8 6.93% 1,359 88

Highway Z Elementary K-6 777 100,211       129 117 12 10.23% 857 80

Lakeview Elementary K-6 805 100,211       124 117 7 6.40% 857 52

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 718 91,510          127 117 10 8.93% 782 64

Prairie View Elementary K-6 700 90,900          130 117 13 10.99% 777 77

11 9,201 1,106,206 9,455 254
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Figures 18-20. By 2022-23, the elementaries will have an enrollment of 10,147, too crowded that redrawing 

lines will solve the problem in some buildings. The high schools are similarly overcrowded.    

Figure 21. We estimate that by 2022-23, the district would need 378,970 sq. ft. in additional buildings to 

eliminate the overcrowding, without redrawing the lines to redistribute students better.  

School Grades

Projected 

2022-23 
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2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Additional 

Square 
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Needed

New Sq 
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Total
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Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 
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Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Boone Trail Elementary K-6 959 88,830          23,400          112,230       117 117 0 0.0% 959 0

Crossroads Elementary K-6 777 90,760          150               90,910          117 117 0 0.0% 777 0

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 1,279 100,211       49,400          149,611       117 117 0 0.0% 1,279 0

Duello Elementary K-6 750 101,215       -                101,215       135 117 18 15.3% 865 115

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 888 100,211       3,700            103,911       117 117 0 0.0% 888 0

Green Tree Elementary K-6 737 83,133          3,100            86,233          117 117 0 0.0% 737 0

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,451 159,014       10,700          169,714       117 117 0 0.0% 1,451 0

Highway Z Elementary K-6 864 100,211       920               101,131       117 117 0 0.0% 864 0

Lakeview Elementary K-6 920 100,211       7,400            107,611       117 117 0 0.0% 920 0

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 793 91,510          1,300            92,810          117 117 0 0.0% 793 0

Prairie View Elementary K-6 729 90,900          90,900          125 117 8 6.6% 777 48

Frontier Middle 7-8 1,035 173,754       173,754       168 135 33 24.4% 1,287 252

Wentzville Middle 7-8 1,204 125,158       37,400          162,558       135 135 0 0.0% 1,204 0

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 1,037 132,555       7,500            140,055       135 135 0 0.0% 1,037 0

Holt High 9-12 2,504 268,409       132,300       400,709       160 160 0 0.0% 2,504 0

Liberty High 9-12 1,953 286,595       25,900          312,495       160 160 0 0.0% 1,953 0

Timberland High 9-12 2,097 259,707       75,800          335,507       160 160 0 0.0% 2,097 0

17 19,977 2,352,384 378,970 2,731,354 20,393 416

School Grades

Projected 

2022-23 
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Student 
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Enrollment 
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Additional 
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Possible

Frontier Middle 7-8 1,035 173,754       168 135 33 24.4% 1,287 252

Wentzville Middle 7-8 1,204 125,158       104 135 -31 -23.0% 927 -277

Wentzville South Middle 7-8 1,037 132,555       128 135 -7 -5.3% 982 -55

3 3,276 431,467 3,196 -80

School Grades

Projected 

2022-23 
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Square 
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Per 

Student 

Standard
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Disadvantage
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Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Holt High 9-12 2,504 268,409       107 160 -53 -33.0% 1,678 -826

Liberty High 9-12 1,953 286,595       147 160 -13 -8.3% 1,791 -162

Timberland High 9-12 2,097 259,707       124 160 -36 -22.6% 1,623 -474

3 6,554 814,711 5,092 -1,462

School Grades

Projected 

2022-23 

Enrollment

2016-17 

Square 

Footage per 

Building

Gross 

Square 

Footage 

per 

Student

Square 

Footage 

Per 

Student 

Standard

Variance

Square Footage 

Advantage/ 

Disadvantage

Estimated 

Enrollment 

Capacity

Additional 

Number of 

Students 

Possible

Boone Trail Elementary K-6 959 88,830          93 117 -24 -20.8% 759 -200

Crossroads Elementary K-6 777 90,760          117 117 0 -0.2% 776 -1

Discovery Ridge Elementary K-6 1,279 100,211       78 117 -39 -33.0% 857 -422

Duello Elementary K-6 750 101,215       135 117 18 15.3% 865 115

Golden Gate Elementary K-6 888 100,211       113 117 -4 -3.5% 857 -31

Green Tree Elementary K-6 737 83,133          113 117 -4 -3.6% 711 -26

Heritage Elementary/Intermediate K-6 1,451 159,014       110 117 -7 -6.3% 1,359 -92

Highway Z Elementary K-6 864 100,211       116 117 -1 -0.9% 857 -7

Lakeview Elementary K-6 920 100,211       109 117 -8 -6.9% 857 -63

Peine Ridge Elementary K-6 793 91,510          115 117 -2 -1.4% 782 -11

Prairie View Elementary K-6 729 90,900          125 117 8 6.6% 777 48

11 10,147 1,106,206 9,455 -692
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T he Wentzville School District covers approximately 90.3 sq. 

miles in the western St. Louis metro area. It is surrounded by four other school districts 

adjacent to it and includes parts of six municipalities. The school district is contained en-

tirely within St. Charles County, Missouri. 

Figure 23 com-

pares the population 

growth at the cities 

within the Wentzville 

School district, along 

with several other near-

by school districts. (No 

1970 or 1980 Census 

data is available for the 

school district popula-

tions, but we include 

estimates from our data 

sources.) Between 2000 

and 2010, the popula-

tion in the Wentzville 

School District in-

creased by 121.3 per-

cent, or about 12 per-

cent per year. To give 

some perspective on 

this growth, the popula-

tion in the United 

States increased nation-

ally by 9 percent be-

tween 2000 and 2010, 

or 0.9 percent per year. 

So the  Wentzville 

School District popula-

tion grew as much in 

one year as the US pop-

ulation grew in a dec-

ade. By 2025, the 

Figure 22. School districts near the Wentzville School District. 

Demographics 

Profile  
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Wentzville School District is projected to grow at about 3.1 percent a year, so the 

strong population growth will still continue, but at a much slower rate.  

There is a relationship in the Wentzville School District to added population 

or new housing and new school enrollment. For example, in 2000-2010, the 

school district population increased by 39,130 persons. Enrollment increased dur-

ing that period by 6,383 students. That means that for every six persons who 

moved into the district, there was one new student.  This is the same ratio that we 

see in other population-growing districts. The districtôs population is projected to 

increase during the next decade by 26,083 persons. Based on the previous student 

ratio, enrollment should increase by a total of about 4,140 students from the 2014-

15 total. Enrollment has already increased by 2,100 since 2010, so that is very 

much at the same pace as growth has occurred during the last five years. In fact, 

our low-end projection has the district enrollment growing even faster than that 

pace by more than 1,200 students. We are predicting a high-end enrollment 

growth of more 4 percent per year, with a top-end enrollment of 23,180 by 2026-

27.   

Figure 23. Total population growth in the Wentzville School District, and the nearby cities and school dis-

tricts, 1970-2010 Census population and projected population for 2020 and 2025.  

Geography 1970 1980
% Growth 

1970-1980
1990

% Growth 

1980-1990
2000

% Growth 

1990-2000
2010

% Growth 

2000-2010

Estimated 

2015

% Growth 

2010-2015

Projected 

2020

% Growth 

2015-2020 

(Proj.)

Projected 

2025

% Growth 

2020-

2025 

(Proj.)

Dardenne Prarie 249 614 146.6% 1,769 188.1% 4,384 147.8% 11,494 162.2% 12,694 10.4% 13,894 20.9% 15,192 9.3%

Foristell 66 119 80.3% 144 21.0% 331 129.9% 505 52.6% 696 37.8% 807 59.8% 907 12.4%

Josephville 88 58 -34.1% 445 667.2% 270 -39.3% 376 39.3% 525 39.6% 650 72.9% 756 16.3%

Lake St. Louis 2,767 3,843 38.9% 7,400 92.6% 10,169 37.4% 14,545 43.0% 17,007 16.9% 19,750 35.8% 22,232 12.6%

O'Fallon 7,018 8,654 23.3% 18,698 116.1% 46,169 146.9% 79,329 71.8% 96,151 21.2% 105,674 33.2% 115,773 9.6%

St. Paul 497 607 22.1% 1,192 96.4% 1,634 37.1% 1,829 11.9% 1,591 -13.0% 1,825 -0.2% 2,048 12.2%

St. Peters 486 15,700 3130.5% 45,779 191.6% 51,381 12.2% 52,575 2.3% 57,638 9.6% 62,389 18.7% 67,838 8.7%

Troy 2,538 2,624 3.4% 3,811 45.2% 6,737 76.8% 10,540 56.4% 11,345 7.6% 12,391 17.6% 13,439 8.5%

Warrenton 2,057 2,624 27.6% 3,811 45.2% 5,281 38.6% 7,880 49.2% 7,614 -3.4% 8,136 3.2% 8,751 7.6%

Wentzville 3,223 3,193 -0.9% 5,088 59.3% 6,896 35.5% 29,070 321.5% 34,897 20.0% 41,310 42.1% 46,987 13.7%

Wright City 943 1,179 25.0% 1,250 6.0% 1,532 22.6% 3,119 103.6% 3,058 -2.0% 3,311 6.2% 3,568 7.8%

Fort Zumwalt R-II 20,593 36,842 78.9% 53,146 44.3% 84,705 59.4% 110,048 29.9% 117,787 7.0% 128,828 17.1% 140,765 9.3%

Growth Per Year 7.9% 16,304 4.4% 3,156 5.9% 2,816 3.3% 11,027 0.8% 3,756 2.1% 2,387 1.9%

Francis Howell R-III 14,577 38,283 162.6% 76,538 99.9% 105,905 38.4% 113,553 7.2% 118,234 4.1% 126,148 11.1% 136,179 8.0%

Growth Per Year 16.3% 38,255 10.0% 2,937 3.8% 850 0.8% 4,110 0.5% 2,519 1.4% 2,006 1.6%

School District of Washington 16,715 21,250 27.1% 24,712 16.3% 28,950 17.1% 31,485 8.8% 32,116 2.0% 33,507 6.4% 34,895 4.1%

Growth Per Year 2.7% 3,462 1.6% 424 1.7% 282 1.0% 1,055 0.2% 404 0.8% 278 0.8%

Troy R-III 8,242 10,429 26.5% 14,411 38.2% 22,360 55.2% 33,238 48.6% 34,890 5.0% 38,110 14.7% 41,374 8.6%

Growth Per Year 2.7% 3,982 3.8% 795 5.5% 1,209 5.4% 4,177 0.6% 974 1.8% 653 1.7%

Warren County R-III 5,757 8,855 53.8% 11,357 28.3% 13,850 22.0% 18,599 34.3% 19,137 2.9% 20,595 10.7% 22,262 8.1%

Growth Per Year 5.4% 2,502 2.8% 249 2.2% 528 3.8% 1,762 0.3% 399 1.3% 333 1.6%

Wentzville R-IV 9,592 13,755 43.4% 23,244 69.0% 32,260 38.8% 71,390 121.3% 81,653 14.4% 95,345 33.6% 107,736 13.0%

Growth Per Year 4.3% 9,489 6.9% 902 3.9% 4,348 13.5% 16,464 1.6% 4,791 4.2% 2,478 2.6%

Wright City R-II 2,598 3,989 53.5% 5,573 39.7% 7,585 36.1% 10,768 42.0% 11,144 3.5% 12,156 12.9% 13,175 8.4%

Growth Per Year 5.4% 1,584 4.0% 201 3.6% 354 4.7% 1,186 0.4% 278 1.6% 204 1.7%

St. Charles County 31,834 37,379 17.4% 54,555 46.0% 283,883 420.4% 360,485 27.0% 384,387 6.6% 419,780 16.4% 458,539 9.2%

Growth Per Year 1.7% 17,176 4.6% 22,933 42.0% 8,511 3.0% 33,501 0.7% 11,859 2.1% 7,752 1.8%
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Figure 24. Municipalities within and near the Wentzville School District. 
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Historical data is a reliable, although not perfect, predictor 

of future population growth. Figure 25 shows population growth 

at St. Charles County, as well as area cities since 1900. From 

1990 to about 2010, Wentzville has grown faster than any indi-

vidual  city in the area. OôFallon comes closest to the growth 

curve at Wentzville.  

Figure 24, on p. 28, shows the boundary for the Wentzville 

School District and all the municipalities contained within the 

district, and nearby. OôFallon in particular has a very unusual city 

limits.  

Figure 25. Population of St. Charles County, along with area cities, 1900-2025. The left axis is for the small-

er cities and right axis for the population at the cities St. Peters and OôFallon. The population growth at 

Wentzville has been the steepest of any of the area cities, and its growth since 2000 has been astronomi-

cal. The trend for the next 10 years has Wentzvilleôs population growth continuing.  
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 Each of the four maps on these two pages, as well as pp. 32-33, provides a piece of 

the basic demographic data and fill in many details.  

 Figure 26, below, shows the predicted change in average household size for the 

school district in 2020. As you can see, decreases in the average household size is wide-

spread and most of the district is predicted to decrease slightly in most of the blocks. Our 

main data vendor predicts the districtôs average household size will decrease from 2.77 to 

2.74 persons per household. The districtôs average household size is already significantly 

larger than the U.S. average of 2.58.  

 The opposite pattern holds for the change in the number of childbearing-age wom-

en. Throughout most of the district, the demographic data is showing a large increase in 

this factor, most areas by double-digit percentages.  Our data vendor projects an overall 

increase of 4,567 childbearing-age women by 2026. This would be an increase of 31.6 

Figure 26. Percent 

change in average 

household size, 2015-

2020, in the Wentzville 

School District. 
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Figure 27. Percent 

change of the number of 

child-bearing age wom-

en, 2016-2026, in the 

Wentzville School Dis-

trict. 

percent compared with the 2015 estimate. This is a strong, consistent increase in 

this factor. When this map, along with the previous one on p. 30, are taken togeth-

er, they point to more females in the district, but a fewer number of them having 

children.  
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 There is a real mixed bag for the under-5-year-old population in the district. Some 

areas show double-digit increases and others show double-digit decreases. Our key demo-

graphic data vendor projected district-wide there will be 389 more children under 5 years 

old in 2026 than live there today, a 6.8 percent increase. This is a full 10-percentage point 

swing from what the data showed only two years ago. The projected growth in the south-

ern part of the district is particularly strong. There is a narrow path (orange) where the un-

der-5-year-old cohort is anticipated to decrease. 

     

Figure 28. Percentage 

of change in the num-

ber of children under 

five years old, 2016-

2026, in the Wentzville 

School District. 
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 Finally, Figure 29, below, points to a widespread area of much weaker increases in 

the number of school-age children in the district. Our data vendor predicts an increase of 

only 162 school-age children by 2026 compared with today.  

 When the series of these four maps are taken together, they  point to continued en-

rollment growth during the next 10 years, but slower than has occurred during the last dec-

ade. In 2014, our projection models ranged from 18,493 to 19,915 overall enrollment by 

2023. Today, our 

models range 

from 21,581 to 

23,180 by 2026. 

Our low-end 

projection is a 

3.5 percent in-

crease during the 

next decade; the 

high-end projec-

tion is 4.5 per-

cent growth per 

year overall and 

the medium-

range projection 

is 4 percent per 

year.    

Figure 29. Percent 

change of the 

number of school-

age children, 2016-

2026, in the 

Wentzville School 

District. 
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S ince most of our demographic map data shows percentage 
changes within areas, one of the first things we usually do when preparing an enrollment 

profile is to try to get a sense on where the current student population resides. The ñgreen 

blotò maps on these two pages and elsewhere in the report show distributions of students. 

Figure 30, below, shows there is a large concentration of students within the center of the 

district. Figure 31, on p. 35, shows individual student counts by Census block.  

Enrollment 

Profile  

Figure 30. Among 

all 2015-16 students 

in the district, there 

is a strong concen-

tration of students 

in the center of the 

district in Duello 

attendance area, 

and other pockets 

in the eastern part 

of the district.  
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Figure 31. A close up of the number of students for the 2015-16 school year in that center area, showing 

more than 1,200 students are concentrated within a very small area below.  
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Figure 32. Overall 2015-16 elementary school student distribution. Besides the large concentration in the 

center of the district, there are other concentrations in Boone Trail, Prairie View and Discovery Ridge. 
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Figure 33. Close-up of 2015-16 elementary student distribution, showing more than 500 students in the 

core.  
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Figure 34. Overall 2015-16 middle school student distribution. The distribution of the middle school and 

high school students is similar, but there are fewer concentrated areas than there were with the elemen-

tary students.  
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Figure 35. Overall 2015-16 close-up of the middle school student distribution. 
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 All the demographic data in this study is based on subdivi-

sion and neighborhood population growth patterns and all of our 

student migration estimates are based on data we received from 

the district, which contained latitude and longitude coordinates 

for each studentôs address. The attendance zone maps on pp. 41 

through 47 are based on the 2015-16 roster and the zones before 

redistricting was approved in December 2016. Since under the 

new redistricting plan approved by the board, there was no 

ñgrandfatheringò allowed, which would permit students to contin-

ue to attend the same school they had been attending, regardless 

of what attendance area they lived.  
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Figure 36. Total number of K-12 students in the 2015-16 roster whose home addresses were matched on 

latitude/longitude coordinates for each elementary attendance area. The large areas at Heritage and 

Boone Trail have the largest number of students. This is based on the elementary areas before redistrict-

ing.  
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Figure 37. The map below shows, for example, that 44 students who live in the Heritage attendance area 

attend an elementary school other than the Heritage Elementary or Intermediate schools. The new attend-

ance matrix, based on the districtôs redistrict plan, has decreased the number of students who should be 

attending a school other than the one in which they live in the attendance area. (See p. 78-79). 
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Figure 38. The map below is the opposite image of Figure 37 on p. 42. This shows, for example, that there 

are 24 students enrolled at Peine Ridge school who should not be, and the pie chart shows that the majori-

ty of those students live in the Heritage area in the 2015-16 roster under the old attendance areas.  
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Figure 39. Number of middle school students who are attending schools other than the one in the attend-

ance area that they live.  
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Figure 40. The map below is the opposite image of Figure 39 on p. 44. This shows, for example, that there 

are 36 students enrolled at Wentzville South Middle School who should not be. The pie chart shows that 

one-half of the students live in the Wentzville Middle School area.     
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Figure 41. Number of high school students who are attending schools other than the one in the attendance 

area that they live. The new Liberty High is gradually adding grades. All of those students come from the 

old Timberland High attendance area.  
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Figure 42. The map below is the opposite image of Figure 41, p. 46. This shows, for example, that there are 

326 students enrolled at Timberland High who donôt live there. Most live in the Liberty High area. With 

time, these students would be phased into attending the new Liberty High School. 
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In some school districts, there is a high correlation between births in a county or 

city and Kindergarten enrollment five years later. In the Wentzville School District, since 

2005, the predictability was 0.1996 and a correlation rate of 0.4468 between the predicted 

and actual Kindergarten enrollment. (A rate of 1.0 would mean that for every time there is 

a birth in the district, there would be a Kindergartener enrolled five years later in the 

Wentzville schools.) We received actual birth data for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, and de-

veloped estimated birth rates for the years since 2005. The graph in Figure 44, on p. 49, 

shows how poor a predictor births were before 2005 and how it drastically improved since 

then because of the improved birth data. Until the fall 2016 actual enrollment of 1,291 stu-

dents, the predictability was 0.89. However, because the Kindergarten actual enrollment 

was so far out of the previous models, and is still an outlier statistically, the overall pre-

dictability of the model now has fallen from 89 percent to only 19.96 percent.  

Figure 43. Actual Kin-

dergarten enrollment 

and predicted enroll-

ment in the Wentzville 

School District. The pre-

diction model before 

2005 is based on aggre-

gate births in the key 

ZIP codes in the district, 

but since 2005, the 

model is based on actu-

al births in the district 

for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 

2014 and estimated to-

tals based on ratios. 

The 2016 Kindergarten 

enrollment does not fit 

the model at all.  

Year of 

Births

Actual 

Births

Beginning 

Year (x) of 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

x+5 Actual 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

Predicted 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

Variance 

Actual vs 

Predicted 

Kindergarten

Overall 

Enrollment

1986 1991 340 340 4,388

1987 1992 298 298 4,611

1988 1993 360 360 4,740

1989 1994 340 340 4,839

1990 934 1995 362 377 -15 4,977

1991 936 1996 403 378 25 5,309

1992 948 1997 363 387 -24 5,399

1993 1,003 1998 354 430 -76 5,559

1994 1,048 1999 344 466 -122 5,742

1995 1,064 2000 431 478 -47 5,989

1996 1,211 2001 530 593 -63 6,401

1997 1,197 2002 570 582 -12 6,999

1998 1,390 2003 618 733 -115 7,788

1999 1,375 2004 765 721 44 8,718

2000 1,566 2005 836 870 -34 9,640

2001 1,644 2006 894 931 -37 10,495

2002 1,748 2007 873 1,013 -140 11,104

2003 1,935 2008 997 1,159 -162 11,642

2004 2,029 2009 1,025 1,232 -207 12,125

2005 1,006 2010 1,101 1,110 -9 12,631

2006 1,087 2011 1,131 1,146 -15 13,103

2007 1,167 2012 1,129 1,181 -52 13,660

2008 1,178 2013 1,180 1,186 -6 14,222

2009 1,169 2014 1,170 1,182 -12 14,769

2010 1,160 2015 1,152 1,178 -26 15,344

2011 1,144 2016 1,291 1,171 120 15,869

2012 1,086 2017 1,145

2013 1,171 2018 1,183

2014 1,115 2019 1,158

2015 1,152 2020 1,174
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Figure 44. Relationship between Kindergarten enrollment and projected Kindergarten enrollment, between 

1991 and 2020.  
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 Some types of demographic data is available only by ZIP codes. Figure 208 on p. 

135 shows the latest ZIP code configurations from the U.S. Postal Service. (ZIP codes 

boundaries are changed based on population changes.) All the birth data is grouped by ZIP 

codes, and shown on the maps on the following pages. 

 Most of the data in the maps is based on Census block groups, but like the ZIP 

codes, the block areas extend beyond the districtôs boundary. See Figure 207 on p. 134 to 

see the full area of the Census block group. So keep this in mind when you review the data 

in the maps, since the numbers shown actually include areas that extend  beyond the dis-

trictôs boundary.  

  

Figure 45. Total 

change in births, by 

ZIP code, 2004-2014.  
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Figure 46. Percentage change in births, by ZIP code, 2004-2014.  
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Figure 47. Total enrollment, Wentzville School District, 1987-2017. 

Enrollment in the Wentzville School District continues to climb steadily, growing at 

a stronger rate during the last 10 years than it has the previous 20. In 1986-87, there were 

3,687 students enrolled in the district and in 2015-16, there was 15,344 students, an in-

crease of 11,657 students or 316 percent.   

Figure 48 shows a growth projection model, based on the enrollment growth in the 

district since 2006, and it assumes the next 10 years will follow the same pattern. We 

chose the starting point of 2006 because there was a rapid housing growth followed by a 

recession. During the next 10 years, there is a high probability of both a housing recession 

and a boom. This model shows the districtôs enrollment continuing to increase to 23,025 

by 2026-27, 155 students or 0.6 percent higher than our high-end prediction model sug-

gests.  
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Figure 48. Projected enrollment in the Wentzville School District, fall 2017-2026. 

Based on this growth 

model, the Wentzville 

School District could 

have 23,025 students by 

the fall of 2026, as shown 

in Figure 48. This, of 

course, would be based 

on the same level of en-

rollment growth during 

the next 10 years as has 

occurred since 2007. 
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Figure 56. Year-by-year enrollment, Wentzville Schools, 1987-2017. Figure 56 

shows a year-

by-year com-

parison of 

Wentzville en-

rollment. Since 

2000, there 

have been few 

year to year 

decreases in 

any cohort. 

This is extreme-

ly unusual.  
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% 

Change

1990-
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% 

Change

1991-
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% 

Change

1992-

93

% 

Change

Kindergarten 271 345 27.3% 351 1.7% 310 -11.7% 345 11.3% 340 -1.4% 298 -12.4%

1st Grade 312 347 11.2% 387 11.5% 421 8.8% 381 -9.5% 398 4.5% 424 6.5%

2nd Grade 280 303 8.2% 325 7.3% 345 6.2% 380 10.1% 351 -7.6% 377 7.4%

3rd Grade 267 298 11.6% 327 9.7% 327 0.0% 361 10.4% 363 0.6% 362 -0.3%

4th Grade 294 282 -4.1% 316 12.1% 357 13.0% 337 -5.6% 380 12.8% 366 -3.7%

5th Grade 260 309 18.8% 293 -5.2% 315 7.5% 360 14.3% 335 -6.9% 388 15.8%

6th Grade 255 285 11.8% 331 16.1% 300 -9.4% 332 10.7% 359 8.1% 380 5.8%

7th Grade 320 274 -14.4% 312 13.9% 334 7.1% 320 -4.2% 347 8.4% 379 9.2%

8th Grade 255 303 18.8% 270 -10.9% 293 8.5% 339 15.7% 328 -3.2% 369 12.5%

9th Grade 302 273 -9.6% 321 17.6% 304 -5.3% 327 7.6% 349 6.7% 339 -2.9%

10th Grade 282 301 6.7% 270 -10.3% 317 17.4% 304 -4.1% 317 4.3% 353 11.4%

11th Grade 311 272 -12.5% 299 9.9% 247 -17.4% 313 26.7% 262 -16.3% 301 14.9%

12th Grade 278 320 15.1% 278 -13.1% 268 -3.6% 270 0.7% 259 -4.1% 275 6.2%

TOTAL 3,687 3,912 6.1% 4,080 4.3% 4,138 1.4% 4,369 5.6% 4,388 0.4% 4,611 5.1%
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Change

2007-
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Change

2008-
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% 

Change

Kindergarten 570 7.5% 618 8.4% 765 23.8% 836 8.5% 894 6.5% 873 -2.4% 997 12.4%

1st Grade 609 21.6% 645 5.9% 738 14.4% 834 11.5% 913 8.7% 982 7.0% 937 -4.8%

2nd Grade 548 23.4% 675 23.2% 715 5.9% 813 12.1% 901 9.8% 961 6.2% 1,024 6.2%

3rd Grade 498 1.4% 639 28.3% 726 13.6% 795 8.7% 862 7.8% 945 8.8% 1,003 5.8%

4th Grade 541 0.2% 574 6.1% 686 19.5% 783 12.4% 832 5.9% 899 7.5% 968 7.1%

5th Grade 586 9.1% 587 0.2% 626 6.6% 770 18.7% 858 10.3% 861 0.3% 921 6.5%

6th Grade 576 5.1% 633 9.9% 654 3.3% 679 3.7% 797 14.8% 891 10.5% 893 0.2%

7th Grade 578 12.2% 652 12.8% 709 8.7% 695 -2.0% 720 3.5% 845 14.8% 897 5.8%

8th Grade 553 11.5% 606 9.6% 670 10.6% 732 8.5% 741 1.2% 746 0.7% 874 14.6%

9th Grade 602 2.6% 692 15.0% 771 11.4% 768 -0.4% 812 5.4% 791 -2.7% 783 -1.0%

10th Grade 536 14.0% 529 -1.3% 643 21.6% 717 10.3% 782 8.3% 822 4.9% 803 -2.4%

11th Grade 445 4.0% 543 22.0% 536 -1.3% 655 18.2% 703 6.8% 759 7.4% 798 4.9%

12th Grade 357 13.7% 395 10.6% 479 21.3% 563 14.9% 680 17.2% 729 6.7% 744 2.0%

TOTAL 6,999 9.3% 7,788 11.3% 8,718 11.9% 9,640 9.6% 10,495 8.1% 11,104 5.5% 11,642 4.6%

1993-
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01
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Change
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Change

Kindergarten 360 20.8% 340 -5.6% 362 6.5% 403 11.3% 363 -9.9% 354 -2.5% 344 -2.8% 431 25.3% 530 23.0%

1st Grade 430 1.4% 422 -1.9% 424 0.5% 446 5.2% 436 -2.2% 470 7.8% 446 -5.1% 402 -9.9% 501 24.6%

2nd Grade 361 -4.2% 367 1.7% 391 6.5% 420 7.4% 438 4.3% 443 1.1% 470 6.1% 471 0.2% 444 -5.7%

3rd Grade 377 4.1% 391 3.7% 382 -2.3% 415 8.6% 422 1.7% 445 5.5% 463 4.0% 510 10.2% 491 -3.7%

4th Grade 354 -3.3% 397 12.1% 413 4.0% 438 6.1% 427 -2.5% 429 0.5% 472 10.0% 489 3.6% 540 10.4%

5th Grade 386 -0.5% 360 -6.7% 415 15.3% 417 0.5% 450 7.9% 453 0.7% 464 2.4% 502 8.2% 537 7.0%

6th Grade 414 8.9% 403 -2.7% 359 -10.9% 439 22.3% 431 -1.8% 459 6.5% 468 2.0% 504 7.7% 548 8.7%

7th Grade 369 -2.6% 405 9.8% 423 4.4% 381 -9.9% 441 15.7% 440 -0.2% 485 10.2% 467 -3.7% 515 10.3%

8th Grade 380 3.0% 385 1.3% 401 4.2% 432 7.7% 384 -11.1% 440 14.6% 443 0.7% 492 11.1% 496 0.8%

9th Grade 347 2.4% 404 16.4% 393 -2.7% 421 7.1% 451 7.1% 513 13.7% 551 7.4% 582 5.6% 587 0.9%

10th Grade 333 -5.7% 332 -0.3% 381 14.8% 407 6.8% 414 1.7% 408 -1.4% 425 4.2% 447 5.2% 470 5.1%

11th Grade 329 9.3% 325 -1.2% 324 -0.3% 380 17.3% 381 0.3% 399 4.7% 384 -3.8% 373 -2.9% 428 14.7%

12th Grade 300 9.1% 308 2.7% 309 0.3% 310 0.3% 361 16.5% 306 -15.2% 327 6.9% 319 -2.4% 314 -1.6%

TOTAL 4,740 2.8% 4,839 2.1% 4,977 2.9% 5,309 6.7% 5,399 1.7% 5,559 3.0% 5,742 3.3% 5,989 4.3% 6,401 6.9%
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 The red numbers in Figure 56 show when a class size decreases from one year to 

the next. The yellow cells are the largest class size for that cohort. This table shows that of 

the 2016-17 school year, there are 9 record-size cohorts, just as we saw in the 2013-14 and 

2015-16 school year. Of more than 200 studies during the last decade our firm has com-

pleted, we have never seen a growth pattern this strong. Figure 50 shows that in 2004-05, 

there were 930 new students to the district. Again, there are few school districts in the 

country with growth as strong as this.    

Figure 50. Annual change in student enrollment, from one year to the next, for the Wentzville School Dis-

trict, 1988-2017.   
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1986-2017

Kindergarten 1,025 2.7% 1,101 6.9% 1,131 2.7% 1,129 -0.2% 1,180 4.3% 1,170 -0.9% 1,152 -1.6% 1,291 10.8% 325.1%

1st Grade 1,047 10.5% 1,088 3.8% 1,134 4.1% 1,167 2.8% 1,153 -1.2% 1,223 5.7% 1,249 2.1% 1,206 -3.6% 300.3%

2nd Grade 953 -7.5% 1,056 9.8% 1,101 4.1% 1,142 3.6% 1,200 4.8% 1,208 0.7% 1,273 5.1% 1,292 1.5% 354.6%

3rd Grade 1,035 3.1% 996 -3.9% 1,075 7.3% 1,121 4.1% 1,174 4.5% 1,255 6.5% 1,251 -0.3% 1,319 5.2% 368.5%

4th Grade 1,025 5.6% 1,049 2.3% 1,026 -2.2% 1,097 6.5% 1,147 4.4% 1,196 4.1% 1,299 7.9% 1,274 -2.0% 341.8%

5th Grade 990 7.0% 1,047 5.4% 1,067 1.9% 1,044 -2.2% 1,120 6.8% 1,178 4.9% 1,231 4.3% 1,337 7.9% 373.5%

6th Grade 951 6.1% 1,015 6.3% 1,065 4.7% 1,065 0.0% 1,089 2.2% 1,160 6.1% 1,208 4.0% 1,270 4.9% 373.7%

7th Grade 906 1.0% 952 4.8% 1,017 6.4% 1,071 5.0% 1,070 -0.1% 1,096 2.4% 1,179 7.0% 1,220 3.4% 268.4%

8th Grade 929 5.9% 928 -0.1% 940 1.3% 1,036 9.3% 1,086 4.6% 1,090 0.4% 1,126 3.2% 1,199 6.1% 341.6%

9th Grade 880 11.0% 954 7.8% 953 -0.1% 1,008 5.5% 1,096 8.0% 1,175 6.7% 1,129 -4.1% 1,180 4.3% 273.8%

10th Grade 776 -3.5% 885 12.3% 979 9.6% 963 -1.7% 1,014 5.0% 1,092 7.1% 1,187 8.0% 1,152 -3.0% 320.9%

11th Grade 800 0.3% 758 -5.5% 865 12.4% 957 9.6% 952 -0.5% 985 3.4% 1,077 8.5% 1,203 10.5% 246.3%

12th Grade 808 7.9% 802 -0.7% 750 -6.9% 860 12.8% 941 8.6% 941 0.0% 983 4.3% 1,043 5.8% 253.6%

TOTAL 12,125 4.0% 12,631 4.0% 13,103 3.6% 13,660 4.1% 14,222 4.0% 14,769 3.7% 15,344 3.7% 15,986 4.0% 316.2%
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Figure 51. Comparison of free and reduced lunch classifications for the Wentzville School District  and the 

State of Missouri, 2004-2016.  The growth in the free lunch program enrollment in the district is less than 

the rate of that has occurred statewide.  

 The number of students enrolled in the free-and-reduced-

lunch program has increased gradually at the Wentzville School 

District since 2004, as shown in Figure 51, below. Obviously, the 

overall enrollment at the district has increased during the last 

decade, but the percentage of students enrolled in the program 

has increased only from 18.6 percent to 21.5 percent of the total 

enrollment. The rate of percentage increase statewide is 27.7 per-

cent but in Wentzville it had increased by 15.7 percent. There are 

many suburban districts in Missouri where enrollment in the free

-and-reduced lunch program has tripled or quadrupled.  

 (The 2017 free-and-reduced lunch data is not yet availa-

ble.) 

 Figure 52 shows the same percentages in the table below, 

but more graphically illustrates the narrow range of free-and-

reduced lunch enrollment in the district since 1998.  

Free & Reduced Lunches 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Change in 

Overall 

Enrollment 

2004-2016

Change in Overall 

Percentage 2004-

2016

Number (Wentzville) 1,389 1,378 1,537 1,796 1,858 2,150 2,462 2,824 3,031 3,167 3,390 3,367 3,297 1,908

Percent (Wentzville) 18.6% 16.8% 16.7% 18.4% 17.9% 19.9% 21.9% 22.3% 23.0% 23.0% 23.0% 22.8% 21.5% 137.4% 15.7%

Number (Missouri) 354,534 364,441 367,461 366,547 367,724 380,376 408,588 446,756 459,339 463,803 469,068 458,303 457,617 103,083

Percent (Missouri) 40.5% 41.7% 40.8% 41.8% 42.1% 43.7% 46.9% 46.8% 48.4% 48.7% 49.3% 51.7% 51.7% 29.1% 27.7%

Comparison of Free and Reduce Lunch Classifications for the Wentzville District and 

Statewide (2004-2015)
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Figure 52. District free-and-reduced lunch percentage, 1999-2016.  
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