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Public Schools

Did You Know?

Great Teachers = Increased Student Learning
Teachers Have a Lasting Impact

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
The impact of a great teacher is undeniable! Research
confirms that the teacher is the most important school-
based factor affecting student achievement.

TEACHER SHORTAGE
Kansas schools are facing a growing teacher —'_,_,—'_’r
shortage. In fall 2024, there were 1,954 teacher Dﬂ[l.l]ﬂ

vacancies—144 more than in spring 2024.

SHORTAGES EXIST IN MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES
Special education has the highest teacher vacancy
rate in Kansas. Elementary education, math, English
language arts, and science are also high-need areas.

EFFORTS TO FILL VACANCIES X
In 2024, Kansas issued 184 transitional teaching —_—
licenses and more than 14,000 emergency
substitute licenses to help fill vacancies.

PENDING RETIREMENTS
Over the next 3 years, 12% of Kansas teachers are
expected to retire.

CONTRACTED STAFFING

Kansas schools are increasingly turning to contracted
educators to address staffing shortages. These
contracts are very expensive.

TOO FEW TEACHER PROGRAM GRADUATES
In 2024, Kansas teacher preparation programs

graduated about half of the number needed to fill
open positions across the state.
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