
Summer Reading: Form III History  
 
All Third Form students are required to read one of the following works of historical fiction over the 
summer. Each book’s subject matter parallels the Ancient World History curriculum. 
 
All of these works may be purchased on Amazon.com. If your chosen title is available as an audiobook (on 
Audible, etc.), you may purchase and read the book in that manner. It is important that you purchase the book, 
as it will be used extensively during the early part of the year. 
 
It is important that your son be familiar with the basic sequence of events and central characters of his selected book 
when school begins. In September, he will be required to write a summary of the book and a brief description of the 
major characters. In preparation for the research component of the assignment, it would benefit your son to 
take notes on the primary historical and cultural topics in the book. We recommend that students read or 
re-read the book toward the end of the summer rather than the beginning.  
 
If you would like guidance from us as to which book(s) would be appropriate for your son, please contact either Mr. 
Foust, Mr. Long, Mr. Moore, or Mr. Tryon, who are the course instructors. Their email addresses are 
lfoust@haverford.org, blong@haverford.org, rmoore@haverford.org, and ktryon@haverford.org.  

 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION OPTIONS, LISTED BY AUTHOR  

Lindsey Davis, Silver Pigs 

PC (Paul) Doherty, The Assassins of Isis 

Robert Graves, I, Claudius  

Robert Harris, Imperium: A Novel of Ancient Rome  

Robert Harris, Pompeii  

Nicholas Nicastro The Isle of Stone: A Novel of Ancient Sparta  

Steven Saylor,  A Gladiator Only Dies Once 

Pamela Turner, Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune 
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