
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

 
FORM I CHINESE: 
 
Recommended: Watch YouTube videos about Chinese Pinyin and pronunciation, Lessons 1 to 
Lesson 9. https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWXyZU_NJb_fGUFuJpqjn4vYLzpTZqhC0 
 
The following links are a few to start: 
1. Mandarin Pinyin Pronunciation Guide   
2. Learn Chinese Pinyin Lesson 1: Chinese Pinyin Simple Finals​
3. Learn Chinese Pinyin Lesson 2 -Pinyin Initials 
 
Optional: Duolingo: choose “10 minutes a day”. Earn at least 10 points a day. 
 

 
 
FORM I LATIN:  
 
City: A Story of Roman Planning and Construction, by David Macauley 
 
D'Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths, Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire, pp. 8-69. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWXyZU_NJb_fGUFuJpqjn4vYLzpTZqhC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XbQJPF817I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgTmdJXNfNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P73V1Qh9K10
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.amazon.com/City-Story-Roman-Planning-Construction/dp/0395349222/ref=sr_1_4?crid=JFP4BQUH8H5I&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.B11b2Ww56hlXraeiQ-qnyP_Te6U8DviSP6w33xbUN9yA_Oun_YJA7_0l4EQVg3nqnHNYcvfDVE2a1Cpgh2MyvuvMrAATlXDu8DAvOlDnSslk0pEakL5QjN1ZfFp6O7UDKsKfIL6Jpli2e2u85a7gmfnkAslGO8TkyTFXcjNEajLqnN143ZiFkTP0OGhkfJyqvNjsycgNGiAYovgRPlwRBNPDA1DPVjYqd9kqBuU5lK4.EghlkiMRb7hCUF2YOjsAFp8cn31tUWOw7zRh67AgPok&dib_tag=se&keywords=roman+city&qid=1717515425&sprefix=roman+city%2Caps%2C239&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/DAulaires-Greek-Myths-Ingri-dAulaire/dp/0440406943/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BI1G58RI476F&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LKfcL3lToU88YOfT0NiFB3KtuBo3LnFnak91kfKfI-PFktwQuJOiEJtq-w73MtZEjCejhXk-kP8Eu9m3cNwPJGth6TaU87Rew9Ehop8tT_MYT8uhfWwbhMDSHbH0UnoVgD5Dvz2pSJ449hfMCSwcfElsUPWJCf1NT4ZzfV2XFU00CsnTmSIWIq7HjKZnXWhZmhWfnVBpfgXyDMUcYCLqkhjr8-Bxbtsn8so4ODpBqbA.tJe8u-VB7ywTtVKSTYVJO6crgetdj9xXLuXlXeEJTf8&dib_tag=se&keywords=d%27aulaires%27+book+of+greek+myths&qid=1717515472&sprefix=d%27aulaires%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-1


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

 
FORM I SPANISH:  
 

●​ Study and learn the following Quizlets for an assessment the first full week of school. 
You must know the definitions and how to spell the words. 
 
Despedidas y Expresiones de Cortesía 
 
Saludos y Presentaciones 
 
Cero al veinte 
 

●​ Listen and learn this alphabet song. Have fun singing along! Alphabet Song 
 

      For extra practice: 
 

●​ Go to Duolingo and practice for ten minutes everyday or every other day. 
 

 
 
FORM II CHINESE: 
Required: 
 
1. Character Writing 
Review sentences Q & A (1-60) from Padlet and hand write the characters on character grid 
sheets. (Please look at the Q & A from Ge Maike’s wall.)​
​
Due date: Hand in those character sheets on the first day of the class. 
​
2. Book Project: Review Pages 1 to 4. They should be all revised and ready to go on the first 
day of school.  
 
Assessment: There will be a typing test at the beginning of the school based on the Book  

 

https://quizlet.com/406543201/despedidas-y-expresiones-de-cortesia-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=8facb503-2867-46de-913f-198669018360
https://quizlet.com/406530315/saludos-y-presentaciones-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=b99cce2d-4e6d-4a55-886e-71fb4d43e9f2
https://quizlet.com/478313921/cero-al-veinte-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=6fdd8f52-795a-46ea-814c-a24b390037da
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MJbHmgaeDM
https://fords.padlet.org/dmonroy12/form-i-typing-practice-wqcyy4gyj9i04bqr


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

Project questions (See Module: Book Project) and Padlet. 
 
3. Video recordings post on Summer Work Padlet: 
 
Video 1: Self-introduction (Book Project Page 1, Paragraph 1) ​
Video 2: My Family (Book Project Page 2, Paragraph 1) 
*Eye on the camera, not on the script, when you record. ​
 
Due date: Both videos are due by the first day of the school on Padlet. 
 
Assessment: There will be a speaking test in the beginning of school to present the speech of My 
Family and I 我和我的家人 （Combination of Video 1 and Video 2) 
 
Recommended:  
Chinese songs: Listen to the following Chinese songs and pick one to record yourself: 

a)​ 对不起我的中文不好 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5sCfCFw3Hs 
b)​  小苹果"Little Apple": https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9tVFjZRvqE 
c)​  热爱105度的你：https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gVHtz5tqvM 
d)​  月亮代表我的心 (Moon Represents My Heart)：

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJsEZ18Wc2k 
e)​  童话 Fairytale https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDabTsryjN4 
f)​  你好不好？https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxEiomEUj14 

​
​
 
 

 
 
FORM II LATIN:  
 
Required: 

●​ Read Percy Jackson and the Olympians: Book 1, The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

 

https://fords.padlet.org/dmonroy12/form-i-typing-practice-wqcyy4gyj9i04bqr
https://fords.padlet.org/dmonroy12/2025-summer-work-6wkmvzl0ecuati0m
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5sCfCFw3Hs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9tVFjZRvqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gVHtz5tqvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJsEZ18Wc2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDabTsryjN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxEiomEUj14


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

●​ Complete this document while reading the book. You will need to submit it on the first 
day of school. 

●​ Watch the movie “Spartacus” (1960) 
○​ You can view it for free on the Internet Archive 
○​ You can rent or purchase it on Amazon, AppleTV+, GooglePlay, or YouTube 

 
 
Optional 
If you are interested in chariot races, check out Ben-Hur (2016 version or 1959 original), but 
feel free to skip the boring parts to see the naval battle on the trireme (Roman battleship) or 
watch the famous chariot race scene. 

 
 
FORM II SPANISH:  
 

●​ Read Pobre Ana.  
●​ Duolingo:  Keep working on your Duolingo account over the summer. 

○​ Set your goal at 75XP per week, which you will need to show your teacher, 
starting the week of June 10th and ending on September 2nd. 

 
 

 
For Middle Schoolers looking for extra engagement with Spanish, consider the following 
resources. This is not required work: 

 
●​ Spanishlistening.org - listen to one conversation per week and answer the corresponding 

comprehension questions. 
●​ Duolingo Podcasts in Spanish 
●​ Folder of level-appropriate books 
●​ Prensa Escrita - online news sources from the Spanish-speaking world 

 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k83I5vnlJnpMQTaOj4c8y8MFMT1b4KdHS6-FkQl4hYE/copy
https://archive.org/details/Sprtcs19601/Sprtcs1960-1.m4v
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.d0a9f710-13bf-1ac6-1179-ee0ef821447c?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/spartacus/umc.cmc.fey59ria9kg7w3h0x9m7mnyc?action=play
https://play.google.com/store/movies/details?id=GVWec24fdCA&pli=1
https://www.haverford.org/uploaded/Portals/Parents/Back_to_School/Summer_Reading/Pobre_Ana_libro-2.pdf
http://spanishlistening.org/
https://podcast.duolingo.com/spanish
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wipuxkMn0-g6El3adSppzsRRullw8VFh
https://www.prensaescrita.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

For Middle Schoolers looking for extra engagement with Latin, consider the following 
resources. This is not required work.  
 
Form I Latin  
Vocabulary Preview 
Quizlet Sets Ch. 1-6 
 
Form II Latin   
Vocabulary Review:  
Quizlet Sets Ch. 1-6 
 
Grammar Review - Magistrula:  
Noun Charts - 1st Declension 
Noun Charts - 2nd Declension Masculine  
Verb Conjugation Practice - Active 
Verb Conjugation Practice - Passive 
 
LATIN (NON-GRAMMAR- ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVELS): 
 
MOVIES 

●​ Like mythology? Check out Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief, based on the books 
by Rick Riordan (and its sequel, Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters) 
 

YOUTUBE CHANNELS 
 
History  

●​ Extra Credit - this link brings you to their series of videos on Rome's wars against 
Carthage (with Hannibal), but they cover other history, too 

●​ Check out Invicta for short videos on daily life in ancient Rome (and the rest of the 
Mediterranean) 

●​ Historia Civilis uses simple graphics to give great, in-depth explanations for important 
moments in Roman political and military history  

 

https://quizlet.com/class/8001690/
https://quizlet.com/class/8001690/
https://www.magistrula.com/latin/charts?cap=adv&quiz=decl&mac=essMac&decl1&nom&gen&acc&abl
https://www.magistrula.com/latin/charts?cap=adv&quiz=decl&nom&gen&dat&acc&abl&mac=essMac&decl2mf
https://www.magistrula.com/latin/charts?cap=adv&quiz=conj&ind&act&egoS&tuS&illeS&nosS&vosS&illiS&mac=noMac&pres&c1st&c2nd
https://www.magistrula.com/latin/charts?cap=adv&quiz=conj&ind&egoS&tuS&illeS&nosS&vosS&illiS&mac=noMac&pres&c1st&c2nd&pass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EbBHk_zLTmY&t=320s
https://www.youtube.com/user/THFEProductions
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=historia+civilis


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Modern and Classical Languages Summer Engagement – 2025 

●​ TED-ED has many good videos about Roman history and culture and Greek history 
and culture. Why not learn about what democracy meant in ancient Athens, the origin 
of robots in ancient Greece, or teenage life in ancient Rome? 

Mythology 
 

●​ Extra Mythology features a wide variety of world myths, including lots of Greek and 
Roman material. 

●​ TED-ED has a ton of videos about mythology, including videos on Prometheus, Jason 
and the Argonauts, the science behind Homer’s Odyssey, and the truly epic 8-bit Labors 
of Hercules! 
 

PODCASTS  

●​ The History of Rome (Mike Duncan) One of the most influential history podcasts of all 
time. Goes from the legendary founding of Rome all the way to the collapse of the 
empire. 

●​ Hardcore History (Dan Carlin). Another very popular podcast. Episode 60 (on Julius 
Caesar in Gaul) and episodes 56-58 (on the Persian Empire) are especially worthwhile. 

●​ Emperors of Rome 
●​ Myths and Legends. Not all Greek and Roman, but a great listen. 
●​ History on Fire covers interesting events and people from world history 

 
 
 

 

https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=rome
https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=greece
https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=greece
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-did-democracy-really-mean-in-athens-melissa-schwartzberg
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-greek-myth-of-talos-the-first-robot-adrienne-mayor
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-greek-myth-of-talos-the-first-robot-adrienne-mayor
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/a-glimpse-of-teenage-life-in-ancient-rome-ray-laurence
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhyKYa0YJ_5BPIbL5ROX4RUByP5IjuGkr
https://ed.ted.com/search?qs=myth
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-prometheus-iseult-gillespie
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-jason-and-the-argonauts-iseult-gillespie
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-jason-and-the-argonauts-iseult-gillespie
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-science-behind-the-myth-homer-s-odyssey-matt-kaplan
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-hercules-12-labors-in-8-bits-alex-gendler
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-myth-of-hercules-12-labors-in-8-bits-alex-gendler
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-history-of-rome/id261654474
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/dan-carlins-hardcore-history/id173001861
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/emperors-of-rome/id850148806
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/myths-and-legends/id990897842
http://historyonfirepodcast.com/episodes

