
 
Modern Civilizations  

Summer Reading Assignment  
TASK  1: Read (and enjoy!) ONE of the books from the list below.  
 
TASK 2: Answer ONE of the Essential Questions below as it relates to your book. That is, what 
aspects of the book relate to and help answer the essential question you chose? 
​ Your answer should: 

●​ Be 1-2 pages long using Modern Language Association (MLA) format 
●​ Provide specific details from the text to support your argument and demonstrate 

your familiarity with the text. (Direct quotations are optional.) 
 

TASK 3: Be prepared to engage with your book in discussions, activities and assignments during the 
first weeks of school. That is, be sure to read (or listen to) the book, not just summaries! 
 
Book Choices (Choose ONE): 

In the Time of Butterflies 
By Julia Alvarez 
ISBN: 978-1565129764 
Interested in Latin America, the female voice and the impact of political corruption? Give this 
historical fiction, based on the lives of real-life female revolutionaries, a try.  

 
The Book Thief   
By Marcus Zusak 
ISBN: 978-0375842207 
Interested in WWII, mortality, and varying perspectives? Like to think of things poetically? Give 
this YA historical fiction a try. Don’t let the book length deter you! It’s a pretty quick and 
engaging read. 

 
Bronze Drum  
By Phong Nguyen 
ISBN: 978-1538753705 
Interested in Asia, political revolution, and women’s political power? Give this historical fiction, 
based on the lives of real-life female revolutionaries, a try.  

 
 

Essential Questions (Choose ONE): 
1.​ What does a society's organization reveal about its values? 
2.​ In what ways have people claimed or used power, and to what result? 
3.​ What happens when ideas about right and wrong change or are challenged? 
4.​ How has the concept of progress impacted societies? 
5.​ How has the quest for social equality impacted the development of societies? 
6.​ How is knowledge created and shared, and what are the impacts of these dynamics? 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BVywoam1CzTG2NxXI9gRhdO7KNkvEvaBv_J5hZBerKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Time-Butterflies-Julia-Alvarez-ebook/dp/B00APBPAZE/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33NPF7BGCSY0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KGRZRv7JBloo3lLL5JrtgvydRa8PgDFWhx9y2BW52YDj2U0qpncEAMV8xvhn62FiKXGIV7106Fc-7mqFEgneF6Od3Hklx6-8tJzYHDWbygJtHIECOsrjX-A-zjhXFUxl8V5UrLRw6OKC5nb-1_mCkWCN0uUUWlqzSUkuHtUasTB9-ozi59JImN_DIkXEKudujNwrdE5TAbd50Kfa5TpbyJA4UaJIzK5kVFevycdRywM.zZ5hn6jsEGqKwPjsqE4SbVFgwO0NYo2kuoeoiYBiG_U&dib_tag=se&keywords=in+the+time+of+butterflies+by+julia+alvarez&qid=1747141327&sprefix=in+the+time+of+butterflies%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=book+theif&crid=10IUWFYSBHKMJ&sprefix=book+theif%2Caps%2C105&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.com/Bronze-Drum-Phong-Nguyen/dp/1538753707

