
  

UPCOMING EVENTS >>> 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 9, 2025 

8th Grade Recognition 

9:30am (By Foundations) 

1:30pm (By Foundations) 

(See next page) 

 

June 10, 2025 

6th Grade Awards (By Invitation) 

7th Grade Awards (By Invitation) 

8th Grade Valleyfair 

9:00am – 6:00pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilot School News  
May 30, 2025 | Volume #18 

Your education is a dress rehearsal for a life that is yours to lead.  Nora Ephron 
 
The end of another school year is upon us.  We are proud to see our 8th graders 
making the big step of moving up and moving on to high school and are excited for our 
6th and 7th graders to be our leaders for next year.  I had mixed emotions as I 
conversed with some 8th grade families during our recent Murray events as they 
shared that it was either their last child finishing 8th grade at Murray or their only child 
finishing 8th grade at Murray.  I have been at Murray for 12 years and it still amazes 
me how fast the time goes by.  In speaking with these families, I was both saddened 
that their families were moving on and at the same time excited as I know the feeling of 
these big steps forward for our kids.  Our hope is that our Murray Pilots are creating 
great memories, making great friends and engaging in an education that is preparing 
them for the life that is theirs to lead. 
 

On behalf of our Murray staff, a huge thanks to our families for the support and 
engagement you have shown over the past year.  Our community endured significant 
ups and downs this year with the great accomplishments of our students and the loss 
of two of our staff members, Ms. Butler (Al-Ahad) and Mr. Boyer.  It was the caring and 
commitment from our community that helped Murray navigate these significant events. 
 

We hope you all have a magnificent summer.  We will see most of you next year! 
 

Celebrations: 
Huge shout out to our newly inducted National Junior Honor Society Members!  We 
had our induction ceremony last night to celebrate our 8th grade leaders that are 
moving on and our 7th grade leaders that are moving up.  We are so proud of these 
students and are looking forward to the impact they will have on their community in the 
future! 
 

 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 



  

 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

Earth Science with Mr. Chase and 
Ms. Crowley: 
Ms. Crowley's and Mr. Chase's 6th 
grade Earth science classes made 
crowns that showed the order of the 
phases of the moon. They became 
fashion statements in the halls of 
Murray. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
MN Studies with Mr. Kareem and 
Ms. Pfeiffer: 
In 6th grade Minnesota Studies 
students finished up their unit of the 
US-Dakota War by re-writing the 
historical markers at a few important 
sites in that conflict.  We then started 
our unit on Industry and Labor by 
looking at the early days of flour 
mills, lumber camps, and iron mines 
in Minnesota.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Eighth Grade 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th Grade Recognition by Foundations 
9:30am 

• Aal 

• Chase 

• Croone 

• Dooley 

• Hirthe 
1:30pm 

• Cabatingan 

• Cudahy 

• Decourt 

• Hayden 

• Jenniges 

• Scheid 

• Steinhoff 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Opportunities 
 

Parent Newsletter Toolkit - 
Summer Learning 2025 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fieldtrips 
 

Science for All 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Yearbooks 
 

Yearbooks cost $25.00 

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-

yearbooks.html 
 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sJ66gOwZa12DOrrCigVrKEYyvaaF0sJsOjVdDd3AXHg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sJ66gOwZa12DOrrCigVrKEYyvaaF0sJsOjVdDd3AXHg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html


  

Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner 

 
Hello Families,  

 
We wanted to reach out to share some helpful information as we transition into our summer.  

• For summer school: Families can call 651-632-3700 for more information for the 5-8 Summer Session. For more information 

about those programs and to register, go to spps.org/summer.  

o Hmong: 651-325-2740 

o Karen: 651-325-2760 

o Somali: 651-325-2760 

o Spanish : 651-632-3751 

 

 

Murray Counselors will be in the office until Tuesday, June 17 and we will begin the 2025-2026 school year at Murray on August 19, 2024. 

If you have questions regarding your child as we gear up for the next school year, please reach out to Justine Revermann 

justine.revermann@spps.org or Lisa Engelstad lisa.engelstad@spps.org. Any messages received over the summer will be checked when the 

counselors begin in August. Student schedules will continue to be updated until the first day of school, but the drafts will be viewable on 

August 28. Our first weeks of school are very busy, so please expect delayed responses at those times. Here’s the link to our 2025-2026 

district calendar. If you have questions over our summer break, send us an email and we will respond in late August or you can reach out to 

the district at 651-767-8100.  

 
Save these dates:  

• August 28 

o 9-11 AM: 6th Grade Student Orientation/Camp 6 

o 1-3 PM: New 7th/8th Grade Student Greeting/Tour  

 

On the following pages, we have provided some summer activities and information and resources to help your families and communities. 

The QR code will take you to the most recent version of this document if we update it.  

 

Thank you for a great school year! We cannot wait to see the students in the fall!  

 
Best, 

 
Murray School Counselors  

 

 
  

 
 

 

https://www.spps.org/summer
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1745420611/sppsorg/xqmklriygo0nqacx6sv7/English2025-26SPPSCalendar.pdf


  

2025 Summer Learning/Programs/Jobs for  

Middle School Students 

 
Resources/Programs/Events:  

• SPPS Summer Learning Programs  

• SPPS Flipside Partnership Outdoors Camp 

• SPPS Community Education: Summer Catalog  

• Saint Paul Rec Centers 

o Camps: https://www.stpaul.gov/news/summer-camp-activity-registration  

o Nearby Rec Centers: Lanford Park, Northwest Como, Rice,  

West Minnehaha, Frogtown, Hancock, Jimmy Lee, MLK Rec Center   

• Saint Paul Public Schools Youth Summer Programs 

o https://commed.spps.org/youth-programs/youth-summer-programs  

• Science Museum summer camps: https://new.smm.org/camps  

• YMCA: https://www.ymcanorth.org/child_care__preschool/summer_programs/st_paul   

• Saint Paul Public Libraries “Summer Spark” Program  
o Nearby Libraries: Saint Anthony Park, Hamline Midway, Rice Street, Merriam Park, Book Mobile, 

Rondo 
• MNSOC Youth Pride: Saturday, June 7 from 1-6 PM 

o Como Park Picnic Pavillions, 1199 Midway Pkwy 

• St Paul Pride: June 14-15,  

• Twin Cities Pride: June 27-29 

o Friday June 27th: Twin Cities Pride Youth Night 4:00pm-8:00pm 

• Twin Cities Pride Family Fun Day: June 22 from 11-2 

o Como Park East Pavilions 

o 1199 Midway Parkway, 55103 (Como and Midway Parkway) (East Picnic Ground) 

• Summer Events - Kids Out & About Site - Lists Events all over the Twin Cities by Week 

• Discover Summer  

• U of M Recreation Programs -Youth Central (U of M, 4-H)  
• YMCA Summer Opportunities (free memberships for students going into 9-12 grade) 
• Scrubs Camp & Other Health Career-Related Camps 
• Sprockets Saint Paul - Use Program finder to find camps, programs, events, etc.  
• Right Track Summer Jobs Program (see bottom of this webpage for other Twin Cities Employment 

Opportunities) 
• Minnesota Urban Debate League Summer Programming 
• Minnesota State Summer Camp Listing 

o Minnesota State has compiled all summer camps being offerd by all 37 institutions across 54 campuses  

• Minnesota Office of Higher Education (OHE) list of Summer Academic Enrichment Eligible Programs -  

o Eligibility Information 

• St. Paul Urban Tennis 

 

https://www.spps.org/summer
https://www.vobs.org/forms/513/0/
https://www.spps.org/COMMED
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/recreation-centers
https://www.stpaul.gov/news/summer-camp-activity-registration
https://commed.spps.org/youth-programs/youth-summer-programs
https://new.smm.org/camps
https://www.ymcanorth.org/getsummer
https://www.ymcanorth.org/child_care__preschool/summer_programs/st_paul
https://www.ymcanorth.org/getsummer
https://sppl.org/
https://www.mnschooloutreach.org/minnesota-youth-pride
https://www.stppride.org/
https://tcpride.org/festival/
https://tcpride.org/family-fun-day/
https://msp.kidsoutandabout.com/
https://discoversummer.inplay.org/
https://recwell.umn.edu/youth
https://youthcentral.umn.edu/
https://www.ymcamn.org/child_care__preschool/summer_programs/summer_at_the_y
http://healthforceminnesota.org/students/scrubscamp_registration.html
https://www.sprocketssaintpaul.org/
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/right-track/youth/youth-resources
https://www.minnstate.edu/admissions/summercamps/


  

• St Paul Library Locations 

• At The Sanneh Foundation, we give thousands of kids a safe, healthy and FUN camp experience every summer by offering FREE 

pro sports camps throughout Minneapolis, St. Paul, and surrounding metro areas. 

o Free Community Camps - The Sanneh Foundation 

• Soccer Programming with Joy of the People: https://www.joyofthepeople.org/ 

• University of Minnesota 

o Girls Excel in Math and Adventures in Math for students in grades 4 through 6.  In these 
enrichment programs, students will participate in math related games and activities.  We 
will also be teaching Geometric Art with Discovering U for students ages 9 through 11.  
Discovering U is a robust summer enrichment set of courses with many offerings in different 
subjects!  Our program will focus on using creative mathematical thinking to transform 
shapes and patterns into art.  GEM, AIM, and Geometric Art are designed to foster students' 
love of math. 

Food Resources:  

• Food resources: Free Summer Meals for Kids 18 and Under. Summer meals are available at NO COST to kids 18 and under, or 

those over 18 with a disability enrolled in a school program. Meals will be served at parks and community spaces, starting in June. 

For information and locations, visit spps.org/summermeals. 

• Free Summer Meals for Students: Website - Hunger Impact Partners, a non-profit organization working with the Minnesota 

Department of Education to promote free summer meals for kids across the state. Please check for more updated information 

throughout the spring. 

• Summer Eats! MN: https://hungerimpactpartners.org/summereats/  

• Saint Paul Public Schools Summer Eats 

o https://www.spps.org/about/departments/nutrition-

services/summermeals#:~:text=Saint%20Paul%20Public%20Schools%20will,centers%2C%20libraries%20and%20comm

unity%20sites.  

• Hunger Impact Partners - Download App to Find Free Food Near You 

• https://hungerimpactpartners.org/meals-for-kids/mobile-app-2/  

• Food resources: 

https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Assistance%20and%20Support/Find%20Food%20and%20Basic%20Supplies%20

8.24.pdf  

• Fare for All: Fare For All is a pop-up grocery store. They sell packs of fresh produce and frozen meat at up to 40% off of retail 

prices. 

 Twin Cities Mobile Market: Twin Cities Mobile Market is a grocery store on a bus! Anyone can shop for a full selection of fresh fruits, 

vegetables, meat, dairy, grains and other high-quality groceries. The bus visits neighborhoods that don’t have access to full-service 

supermarkets or grocery stores. 

https://thesannehfoundation.org/programs/free-community-camps/
https://www.joyofthepeople.org/
https://www.spps.org/summermeals
https://hungerimpactpartners.org/meals-for-kids/mobile-app/
https://hungerimpactpartners.org/summereats/
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/nutrition-services/summermeals#:~:text=Saint%20Paul%20Public%20Schools%20will,centers%2C%20libraries%20and%20community%20sites
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/nutrition-services/summermeals#:~:text=Saint%20Paul%20Public%20Schools%20will,centers%2C%20libraries%20and%20community%20sites
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/nutrition-services/summermeals#:~:text=Saint%20Paul%20Public%20Schools%20will,centers%2C%20libraries%20and%20community%20sites
https://hungerimpactpartners.org/meals-for-kids/mobile-app-2/
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Assistance%20and%20Support/Find%20Food%20and%20Basic%20Supplies%208.24.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Assistance%20and%20Support/Find%20Food%20and%20Basic%20Supplies%208.24.pdf
https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/fare-for-all/#calendar
https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/twin-cities-mobile-market/


  

• Minnesota Food Helpline: Provides solutions to their food needs. If we can’t help, we can direct you to where you need to go to 

find answers. If you are more comfortable speaking in a language other than English, interpreter services are available (Spanish, 

Somali, Hmong, and many others!)  

 
Mental Health Resources:  

• Suicide and Crisis Prevention Life Line: 988 

• Ramsey County Children's Mental Health Collaborative: (800) 565-2575 

• Ramsey County Youth Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7878 

• Mental Health Urgent Care (free) - 402 University Avenue East, Saint Paul, MN 55130 

• Call CRISIS (274747) from anywhere in MN to reach the local County crisis team 

• Crisis Text Line: Text HOME to 741741 

• Trevor Project: Text Start to 678678 or call 1-866-488-7386, chat here 

• SOS Sexual Violence Services | Ramsey County 

• American Indian Center - 651-793-3803 

• Aris Clinic in Woodbury - 651-259-9750 

• Change, Inc. - 651-222-0757 

• C.L.U.E.S. (Communidades Latinas Unidas en Servicio) - 651-379-4200  

• Face to Face Health & Counseling Center - 651-772-5555  

• LifeStance Health -  651-748-5019  

• Metro Social Services - 651-647-0647  

• Prairie Care Free Needs Assessment - 888-977-2474 

• Wilder Foundation - 651-280-2310 

o https://www.wilder.org/what-we-offer/mental-health-wellness-services  

• Rebound: Ujima Family Resiliency Program - (612)- 481-2792 

• The Healing Project of MN: Free, drop-in therapy services 

• Washburn Center for Children: Appt line 612-871-1454 

o https://washburn.org/kinds-of-

therapy/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12181259696&gbraid=0AAAAAButtDhRZPayr1T6CETlWbqR6UuD3

&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjNKE_pjLjQMVGtvCBB1qHRLNEAAYASAAEgJVPfD_BwE&utm_source=washburnd

evteam&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=GoogleAdsCampaignQ1-2021  

 

 
Misc.: 

• Immigrant Law Center 

• Legal Rights Center 

• Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action Committee resources 

 

https://www.hungersolutions.org/programs/mn-food-helpline/
https://aifcmn.org/
https://www.aris-clinic.com/about-us/location/
https://www.thechangeinc.org/
https://clues.org/wp_english/portfolio/behavioral-health/
https://face2face.org/
https://familyinnovations.com/
https://www.metrosocialservices.org/
https://prairie-care.com/getting-started/
https://www.wilder.org/
https://www.wilder.org/what-we-offer/mental-health-wellness-services
https://www.reboundmpls.org/ujima-family-resilience-program.html
https://thehealingprojectmn.org/drop-in-therapy
https://washburn.org/kinds-of-therapy/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12181259696&gbraid=0AAAAAButtDhRZPayr1T6CETlWbqR6UuD3&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjNKE_pjLjQMVGtvCBB1qHRLNEAAYASAAEgJVPfD_BwE&utm_source=washburndevteam&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=GoogleAdsCampaignQ1-2021
https://washburn.org/kinds-of-therapy/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12181259696&gbraid=0AAAAAButtDhRZPayr1T6CETlWbqR6UuD3&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjNKE_pjLjQMVGtvCBB1qHRLNEAAYASAAEgJVPfD_BwE&utm_source=washburndevteam&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=GoogleAdsCampaignQ1-2021
https://washburn.org/kinds-of-therapy/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12181259696&gbraid=0AAAAAButtDhRZPayr1T6CETlWbqR6UuD3&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjNKE_pjLjQMVGtvCBB1qHRLNEAAYASAAEgJVPfD_BwE&utm_source=washburndevteam&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=GoogleAdsCampaignQ1-2021
https://washburn.org/kinds-of-therapy/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=12181259696&gbraid=0AAAAAButtDhRZPayr1T6CETlWbqR6UuD3&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjNKE_pjLjQMVGtvCBB1qHRLNEAAYASAAEgJVPfD_BwE&utm_source=washburndevteam&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=GoogleAdsCampaignQ1-2021
https://www.ilcm.org/
https://legalrightscenter.org/
https://www.miracmn.com/resources


  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


