
To:   Incoming English 4 Honors (IB) Students 
From: Mr. Musich, IB English 4 Honors teacher 
Date: May 2025 
RE:     Summer Reading Assignment 
 
In preparation for your IB English 4 Honors class next year, please do the following assignments 
before school begins in August: 

 

     1. Read Beloved by Toni Morrison. (You can check this out from the library BEFORE 
school ends but there are limited copies. You may also purchase your own copy if you desire).   
     2. That’s it.  You will be tested on details from the novel in a comprehensive test during the 
first week of school along with an in-class essay.  These two assignments will constitute a 
major portion of your 1st quarter grade.  I highly suggest you take notes as you read but it is 
not required.  Remember, read for detail!   
     3. I also highly recommend revising your Reflective Essays from Junior year as preparation 
for college applications.  Again, this is not required.   
 
If you have the time and inclination, you might also want to read How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor (ISBN-13: 978-0060009427).  This is completely optional.  It is a very helpful book for 
literary analysis.   
 
For those of you who like to purchase your books, the following is a list and the order in which 
we will study each. To make it a little easier, I recommend (but don’t require) the following 
editions.  (When possible, buy used!- much less expensive!). 
 

1.  Hamlet, by William Shakespeare 
a. ISBN-13: 9780451526922 

2. Beloved by Toni Morrison 
a. ISBN-13: 978-1400033416 

3. The Trials of Brother Jero by Wole Soyinka 
a. ISBN-13: 978-0822210900 

4. Death and the Maiden by Ariel Dorfman 
a. ISBN-13: 978-0140246841 

5. A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
a. ISBN-13: 978-0679755333 

6. The Birthday Party, by Harold Pinter 
a. ISBN-13: 9780802151148 

 
Note that in addition to Hamlet, The Trials of Brother Jero, Death and the Maiden, A Raisin in 
the Sun and The Birthday Party are all plays.  We will also study some selected poetry, but I will 
provide those poems for you. 
 
Make sure you ask me before school gets out if you have any questions about the assignment.  
My email is bmusich@tusd.net.  I will check my e-mail occasionally over the summer but less 
frequently than during school.  
 
Happy reading, and I look forward to meeting you next August!  And last but not least, have a 
wonderful summer!   
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