10 Tracy High School

GULLDOC’(’ International Baccalaureate English High Level 1
Summer Reading 2025

Welcome to IB English HL 1! Please complete the following assignment which is due on the first day of school:

Read The Great Gatsby (GG) by F. Scott Fitzgerald with the companion book How to Read Literature Like a
Professor (HRL) by Thomas Foster. You will be tested on details of the novel in a comprehensive exam and an in-
class essay, so read thoughtfully beyond just a surface understanding. | suggest you take detailed plot, setting and
character notes as you read, but the only notes you will turn in are your responses to the HRL questions below.
Label a piece of binder paper (top line, left side) “Great Gatsby Companion Notes” and (top line, right side) your
name. Follow the directions below for each chapter of The Great Gatsby. Answers will vary in length but aim for %
page for each, totaling a minimum of four pages (both sides of two pieces of paper).

e For GG Ch1l: First read HRL Ch15 “Flights of Fancy.” Then read GG Ch1. On a new line write and underline
“Chapter 1,” then handwrite your answer to this question: How does Ch15 of HRL help to explain Nick’s
fantastical first impressions of Daisy and Jordan? (You do not need to write the question).

e For GG Ch2: Read HRL Ch2 “Nice to Eat with You,” then read GG Ch2. On a new line write and underline
“Chapter 2” (continue labels for each chapter). Answer this: How does Ch2 of HRL help us to understand what
Nick expects a proper social gathering to be like and why he is shocked by what he experiences?

e For GG Ch3: Read HRL Ch19 “Geography Matters.” Read GG Ch3. How does Ch19 of HRL explain Fitzgerald’s
use of geography to contrast various subcultures (East/West Egg, Eggs/the city, New York/the Midwest)?

e For GG Ch4: Read HRL Ch5 “Now Where Have | Seen Her Before?” then read GG Ch4. How does Foster explain
what authors expect readers to interpret from their first impressions of characters such as Meyer Wolfsheim?

e For GG Ch5: Read HRL Ch10 “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow” then read GG Ch5. How does Foster help us to
interpret the purpose for Fitzgerald’s choice of weather on the day Gatsby meets Daisy at Nick’s house?

e For GG Ch6: Read HRL Ch12 “Is That a Symbol?” then GG Ch6. What symbols have we seen so far?
Considering when GG was published, how might Jay Gatsby be a symbol for Post WWI America?

e For GG Ch7: Read HRL Ch3 “Nice to Eat You,” then GG Ch6. How does Fitzgerald show that the etiquette of
hospitality is violated in exchange for domineering behavior during Gatsby’s visit to Tom’s home?

e For GG Ch8: Read HRL Ch11 “It’s More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence,” then GG Ch8. How
does Foster help us interpret Fitzgerald’s purpose for including violence in previous chapters and in this one?

e For GG Ch9: Read HRL Ch14 “Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too,” then GG Ch9. How does Foster help us
understand Nick’s view of Gatsby and how this affects his response to his experiences in New York?

These nine chapters are all that is required of HRL, but students would benefit from reading all of Foster’s work. If
you want to preview works covered this year, read Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston and/or The Lost
Steps by Alejo Carpentier. The Great Gatsby may be checked out at the Tracy High Library May 27-29; How to
Read Literature Like a Professor is not available at the school library but can be found online or purchased.

If you have questions about the assignment after carefully rereading the directions, you may contact me at
ccampbell@tusd.net. After May 29 | will be checking my email less frequently. | hope you enjoy and benefit from
your summer reading and | look forward to our IB adventure together.

Sincerely,

Mr, Campbell



