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______________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to Tracy High School and Advanced English 1! I look forward to our challenging, skill-building, 
thought-provoking year together, and I hope we will have a little fun along the way as well! 
 
Please complete these summer reading assignments which are due on the first day of school. You also will be 
tested and given a written assignment on The House on Mango Street. Together, these assignments will be a 
significant portion of your first quarter grade. 
 
1. The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey: You may access this motivational book online 

(readanybook.com or other sites), check it out or purchase it (ISBN-13. 978-1476764665).  
 
Assignment: On the top line of a piece of binder paper, write “Habit 1: Be Proactive” (left side) and your 
name (right side). Read/browse the chapter about Habit 1. Handwrite short quotations (with page 
numbers) that you think are interesting and write a few sentences (2-4) explaining why you think so. 
Caution! Avoid restating the idea; instead, share your thoughts on the idea, perhaps from your life 
experiences. Be choosy about what ideas to write about: your page will fill up fast! FILL a page with 
quotations and brief comments about Habit 1, then repeat this process for all seven habits for a total of 
seven FULL pages. (A page is considered ONE side of one sheet of paper. You may use the front and back of 
the paper, so you can write two pages of notes on one sheet of paper.) 

 
2. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros: You may access this novella online, check it out from the 

Tracy High Library (May 27-29 only), or purchase it (ISBN-13. 978-0679734772).  
 
Assignment: Read this novella made up of a collection of forty-four short scenes (or vignettes) linked 
together to tell the coming-of-age (growing up) story of the author. As you read, prepare for your reading 
test by writing down the name of the story (you may abbreviate) followed by the names and brief 
descriptions of characters, and a brief description of what the vignette is about. Keep track of which ones 
are your favorites! If you write about four lines of information and skip a line between each vignette, this 
will be about the same length as the assignments above: approximately seven pages of writing on four 
sheets of college-ruled binder paper.  
 

If you have questions about the assignments, carefully reread all the directions and examples in this letter 
before contacting me. If you still have questions, please feel free to email your question to me. Before May 29 
my response will likely be the same day. After May 24 I will check my email less frequently.   
 
I look forward to meeting you this fall and hope you enjoy and benefit from your reading this summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Mr. Curtis Campbell 
 
Advanced English 1 Teacher 
Tracy High School 
ccampbell@tusd.net 
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