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Congratulations to the Class of 2025! More than 800 graduates received their high
school diploma during the University High School and Waco High School graduation
ceremonies. Best of luck to the newest group of Waco ISD alumni! Click HEREHERE to
learn more information about the remarkable valedictorians and salutatorians from
UHS and WHS.
Click HEREHERE for photos and HEREHERE to view the video from the University High
graduation.
Click HEREHERE for photos and HEREHERE to view the video from the Waco High graduation.
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https://www.wacoisd.org/district-news/~board/waco-independent-school-district-news/post/waco-isd-to-celebrate-more-than-800-graduates-this-week
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326447509
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW10ZRlYaLI
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326336787
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScJcjtxnqyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nb2hNwV2yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsvsEC1PpVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZe4ht_Mfg4
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=06e10edf-7009-4ef9-bffc-288de50e412d


Adds New and Familiar FacesAdds New and Familiar Faces

At the beginning of the May school board meeting, Waco ISD Trustees Jim Patton
and Taylor Bledsoe were sworn into office.

Trustee Patton is a retired principal, represents District 5, and serves as board
Secretary. This is Trustee Patton's second term on the school board. When asked
why he serves, Patton said, "As a life-long educator, I know that a quality education
can open doors! Opportunities to learn, explore, and achieve goals help make well-
rounded students into productive citizens.
Serving on the board allows me to support students, teachers, and families to foster
these opportunities. Coming up through the ranks from teacher to campus
administrator, I learned just how important the school board is to a healthy
community. It is my honor to serve."

Trustee Bledsoe is a business owner, represents District 4, and is serving his first
term on the board. When asked why he chose to serve on the school board,
Bledsoe said, "I have always been passionate about Waco ISD. It's where I went to
school. It's where my three kids go to school. It's a critical part of our community,
and I want to do whatever I can to help it thrive. There are so many wonderful
administrators, teachers, coaches and students. I want to be their advocate and help
spread the word about the amazing stories that are happening across our school
district."

Student and Staff AccoladesStudent and Staff Accolades



Congratulations to 55 amazing 8th graders from Tennyson, Cesar Chavez, and
G.W. Carver Middle Schools, as well as those from Lake Air Montessori Magnet!
What a momentous Waco ISD Future Educators Academy signing day! This group
of future educators, surrounded by proud parents and students, officially committed
to the program. These students are on the path to becoming future Waco ISD
teachers, with a GUARANTEED teaching position right here in the district.

Prior to graduation, 10 Waco ISD seniors were awarded $52,500 in scholarship
funding. The scholarship presentations included those managed by the Waco ISD
Education Foundation -- the Harper Elizabeth Miller Memorial Scholarship, Dorothy
Crippen Hurd Scholarship, Kenneth B. Esterak Memorial Scholarships, Kenneth A.
Love Memorial Scholarship, Matthew Barrera Memorial Scholarship, and Carlos
Padron-Martinez Scholarship. The Waco Public Schools Alumni Association also
awarded scholarships to students. Congratulations to this outstanding group of
graduates!
Click HEREHERE to view a complete list of scholarship recipients.
Click HEREHERE to view more photos from the scholarship presentations.

The Waco ISD Police Department's new
Jr. Police Academy held its very first
graduation ceremony honoring eight
outstanding students in grades 9-12!
These students demonstrated
perseverance, commitment, dedication,
and consistency. Click HEREHERE to view
more photos from the ceremony.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566963232854&__cft__[0]=AZUvnSLd2QXDADvGLdI_Ssi3xBLcsG9AOyeRT-8BkHaOCjEMOlKC5mV4b2RdTAlR0bdM9vbEA8XpGd-W9jlT__CRoMG9VF658MU3WTOS2rP_wsOxVr3RVl3_eTKq72NFfz12gE_wcZ1xD1yxFSrxK8KF0dx1rMRa3ncdDn23QTpID30-8LbuQHXnMu7u7K1-8pHwwreszJwI2UO8BT8CMj0T&__tn__=-]K-R
https://edufoundation.wacoisd.org/district-news/~board/wisd-ef-news-waco-isd-education-foundation-6037/post/wisd-class-of-2025-seniors-awarded-52500-in-scholarships?fbclid=IwY2xjawKi0cJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0R1pIN0NubGxKYWtNcUZNAR6obiu1mAn5dwA5RDMBSMXH6sINwMJ69gf6KJJ-qAZNfP6x46mS1fvLSJOhyg_aem_ibkr9ExDiHU5VJiunugQpA
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326279362/
https://www.facebook.com/WacoISDPolice?__cft__[0]=AZVmNm1zZqPA1PGorlIde9lk8eUCHiPSn7NwurbjiGFfalxgi7Mjiu6hJiY62ssducp3Z7ORjOd1vEg08xsyA6VWlqhClZEt0UwuIcQLq4iljkTWGKNX0KbeijY1NMDU1ZSw7cPTXojGvS88uZev5LxDBQGcyTeTdGwtf0eg5dMMn5O-_RbuNVLDclN-wTdhk02mpI-yiZ3N4qgFs1p02F6Z&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326151966/


The Waco Education Foundation and its SurPRIZE Patrol recently visited 19 Waco
ISD campuses. The group surprised 50 teachers with the exciting news their 34
grant applications were approved for funding for the 2025-2026 school year. This
year, the foundation is awarding $148,406 back to the district, bringing the total
amount of grants funded over the past decade and a half to more than $2.45 million.
Click HEREHERE to learn more about the 2025-2026 grants.
Click HEREHERE & HEREHERE to view more photos from the grant presentations.

Waco ISD's English Learners
Department was honored as the
Leadership Team of the Year by ESC
Region 12. What a well-deserved
recognition for a hard-working
department! Click HEREHERE to view more
photos from the awards ceremony.

The Texas Education Agency's,
Emergent Bilingual Support Division,
and the Title III Symposium Planning
Team surprised Waco ISD's Bilingual
Director, Grace Benson, with the Leader
Award for her contributions and
commitment in 2025. Three cheers for
Ms. Benson! Click HEREHERE to view more
photos of the surprise.

Congratulations to the Waco ISD 2024-
2025 Principal of the Year, Hillcrest
Professional Development School
Principal Haley Dean! Waco ISD could
not be more grateful for Ms. Dean and
her leadership. Click HEREHERE to view more

https://edufoundation.wacoisd.org/district-news/~board/wisd-ef-news-waco-isd-education-foundation-6037/post/waco-isd-education-foundation-awards-148406-in-innovative-grants
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720325779036/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720325803511/
https://www.facebook.com/ESCRegion12?__cft__[0]=AZXRF0vKKzfJPQ_5Rm5QtxrKnHVpz_6RY3QFV3oqwXuJZd9Hkz-ZNhcnvCEHDSgj9Uzu3Vj4PZekv0zEnpmOAbjFsvvIHFqOyJB9EbZiVfldKzfBOMyx1Djy0WWJmMGzmi5ZDplZTta0hhGxPw6CaRJgH-5WR1lCzDSCmMLmEQXZMWc67u4aRJ0c-tnrgq0BaskRMvhs82E7y8aIOdfIlqM9&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326053135/with/54514864726/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720325972819/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720325923421/


photos.

Waco ISD honored outstanding educators from across the district at the annual
Teacher of the Year ceremony. Campus winners were celebrated for their impact in
the classroom, and two remarkable individuals were named District Teachers of the
Year for elementary and secondary education. Dara Altamirano and Taylor Adame
will represent Waco ISD at the Region 12 Teacher of the Year competition with the
goal of advancing to the Texas Teacher of the Year contest.
Click HEREHERE to view photos and HEREHERE to view the video from the event.

Congratulations to the 2024-2025 Virginia DuPuy First Year Teacher Award
recipients, Araceli Rojas at West Avenue Elementary, and Sidney Kaliher at
University High School! This award is named in honor of former teacher, former
mayor, and one of Waco's strongest and most well-known education advocates,
Mrs. Virginia DuPuy. It was established by Waco ISD 14 years ago, and is given to
two of the district's many "rising stars" in the teaching profession.

Ms. Michele Owen, teacher at
Mountainview Elementary School, was

https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326013974/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcUu7ZM_0q0
https://www.facebook.com/MountainviewEleme?__cft__[0]=AZX9RbjEh2-i2fEb3FaXTjsLQ5DzXAp8kARg9Z2VxXZoQ4NH_NZXjqv1GVzlxsJZt9xWPn7A2Kz-8aRnP6q0mP_oVHGxOYydfCkglLnRL-_4FHaXd39ToWMZQ4nOxaLwUjSMfysNw87nP_Af5-_I4JWW1ZFrzSOwo3KrVh5svX30tc0z1sfHOzHLXe_3RN0WVR0G4eHoaXPFmVob2M6nIhRF&__tn__=-]K-R


awarded a $1,000 WhataTeacher grant!
As part of Whataburger's 75th
anniversary celebration, they awarded
$75,000 to 75 amazing teachers across
their 16-state footprint during National
Teacher Appreciation Week. Ms. Owen
was selected as a recipient in this elite
group, WOW! Many thanks to
Whataburger for your generous support
of our incredible teachers!

Over 100 Waco ISD teachers qualified
for the Teacher Incentive Allotment (TIA)
for closing the achievement gap and
ensuring students meet grade level
standards or higher. Congratulations to
this amazing group of educators! Click
HEREHERE to view more photos of the
surprise celebrations.

Waco ISD bid a fond farewell to thirty
employees who are entering life's next
journey of retirement. These incredible
members of the Waco ISD family will
truly be missed! Click HEREHERE to view
photos and HEREHERE to view a video of the
celebration.

Message from the Board PresidentMessage from the Board President
Dear Waco ISD Community,

What a true pleasure and honor it was to shake
hands and congratulate more than 800 graduates as
they crossed the stage during the graduation
ceremonies.  It was a powerful reminder of the
strength, spirit, and determination that define our
students and our community.

Throughout the year, our students have continued to
demonstrate resilience, creativity, and a passion for
learning.  Our teachers, staff, and families have
shown unwavering commitment to excellence in
education, and the Waco community has remained a
steadfast partner in the success of our schools
.
I would like to take a moment to express my
gratitude for the warm welcome and support I have
received since stepping into the role of school board
president.  It is truly an honor and privilege to serve Waco ISD and this incredible
community.

As we look ahead to summer and beyond, please know that the board remains

https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326293462/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7uwO5FuYvU


deeply committed to strengthening our schools through collaboration, equity, and
innovation. We are listening, learning, and working to ensure every student has the
opportunity to thrive.

Wishing you a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer.

With great appreciation,

Jose Vidaña

Board Meeting RecapBoard Meeting Recap

Did you miss the May 15 Board of
Trustees meeting? Get a quick update
by watching the meeting recap video.
Check out this LINKLINK for the full board
meeting from May 15, 2025.

The next regular meeting will be held on
June 18, 2025, at 6 p.m. in the WISD
Conference Center, 115 S. 5th Street.

Outstanding Community Partner Outstanding Community Partner 
Whataburger was honored as the Waco ISD Community Partner of the Month for
May. Since August 2023, Whataburger has celebrated individual campuses and
teachers in Waco ISD with Back to School celebrations, National Special Education
Day donations, Baylor WhataTeacher Promotion Award winners, and multiple grant
recipients through the WhataTeacher $1,000 classroom grants in conjunction with
National Teacher Appreciation Week. Whataburger generously gives back to the
community it serves, and Waco ISD is extremely grateful for their continued support
of our students and staff!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp3GFoNFKow&t=5754s


Message from the SuperintendentMessage from the Superintendent
Dear Waco ISD Community,

As the 2024-2025 school year comes to an end, I
would like to take a moment to reflect on all that
we have accomplished together. This year has
been one of growth, remarkable achievements,
and a few challenges along the way – each a
testament to the resilience, dedication, and
unwavering support of our students, staff, and
Waco ISD community.

May was a month filled with numerous student
achievement recognitions, teacher of the year and
retiree celebrations, and a series of exciting surprises for our teachers and staff
districtwide with classroom grants from the Waco ISD Education Foundation. These
moments of recognition and celebration are made even more meaningful because of
the deep-rooted support from our community partners.   

Looking ahead to this summer, we are thrilled to see the completion of the new
Waco High, Kendrick Elementary, and the renovated South Waco Elementary.
These state-of-the-art learning spaces will welcome their first group of students this
August, and I have no doubt that they will provide an environment where our
students can thrive and continue to excel.

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Class of 2025 for receiving
their new title of “Waco ISD Alumni.” This group will always hold a special place in
my heart, as they were the first to graduate under my tenure as Waco ISD’s
Superintendent. As they prepare to enter the workforce, pursue higher education, or
serve our country by joining the military, I am confident that each of them is on the
path to accomplish great things and will have bright futures ahead.

As always, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to our entire school
community.  Your trust, commitment and passion for education have made this year
truly special.  I am excited for the future as we continue to work together to provide



Waco ISD’s students with the best educational experience possible!

Warm regards,

Tiffany Spicer, Ph.D.
#InspireExcellence

The Magnolia Foundation made a generous donation of bedding, blankets,
pillows, and some small furniture items to Waco ISD’s highly mobile/homeless
students that are served through the district's Student Services Department.
Delivery was made to Waco ISD’s storage space at the Brazos Early Head
Start Center. Many thanks to the Magnolia Foundation for your generosity!
Click HEREHERE to view more photos from the event.

Kendrick Elementary students
participated in their first bike bus day
event with the Waco Metropolitan
Planning Organization. They rode their
decorated bikes and scooters from
Kendrick Elementary to Pecan Bottoms
where they enjoyed Field Day activities
and the splash pad. Click HERE HERE to view
more photos from the event.

5th grade students at Alta Vista
Elementary marked a bittersweet
milestone as they celebrated their final
day at the campus. They walked the
halls for the last time as the final class to
leave the school, marking the end of an
era for Alta Vista Elementary! Click
HEREHERE to view more photos from the
event.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720325976572/
https://www.facebook.com/KendrickElem?__cft__[0]=AZW2Xvw9LpDYScisDtdJ_jg1RRFez6N5V4YT1IiMYwEM_21G5sc9-0oe_HZJBBxTUmyE8mHw0D7zK3hWdSe-4YBNlxWPkm_2_biuNMPdys6L3GlLC8jVgDJ3vHe6ExZTKbgG_ZtliylIumjiANlgtkpIQloum_HF9c7LuiN03DXVAGdtSYKBMAdLdMcB3ske8_4OhtzL2jbhWxBT2OC3adiC&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557717431525&__cft__[0]=AZW2Xvw9LpDYScisDtdJ_jg1RRFez6N5V4YT1IiMYwEM_21G5sc9-0oe_HZJBBxTUmyE8mHw0D7zK3hWdSe-4YBNlxWPkm_2_biuNMPdys6L3GlLC8jVgDJ3vHe6ExZTKbgG_ZtliylIumjiANlgtkpIQloum_HF9c7LuiN03DXVAGdtSYKBMAdLdMcB3ske8_4OhtzL2jbhWxBT2OC3adiC&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326304989/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188600559@N08/albums/72177720326304567/


Are you interested in joining the Waco
ISD team? The district's Human
Resources Department is looking for top
notch folks to make WISD even better!
Check out our vacancies HEREHERE.

Community ResourcesCommunity Resources

https://www.applitrack.com/wacoisd/onlineapp/default.aspx?all=1


We can all play a part in helping to
keep Waco ISD safe! Our anonymous
online reporting system, STOPit, is
available to all students, staff, families,
and the community. You can report
bullying, violence, and other safety
concerns anytime by following this link:
www.wacoisd.org/STOPit.www.wacoisd.org/STOPit.

Did you know ALL Waco ISD students
ride FREE on the Waco Transit
System? Yes, even during summer
break! Take advantage of this great
resource today.

Visit http://wacotransit.ridesystems.net/routeshttp://wacotransit.ridesystems.net/routes
Download the Ride System app.
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