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What is the purpose of St. James Parish School System’s Special Education Advisory Council? 

R.S. 17:1944 requires local public school systems to create a special education advisory council to 
provide advice and feedback regarding special education policies, procedures, and resources. The council 
shall also engage in outreach activities to the community at large to increase the level of knowledge, 
support, and collaboration with respect to special education. 

 

Members and Roles 

SEAC MEMBER Role 

Senecca Boudreaux Council Chairperson – Director of Special Education 

Kim Notto-Lockley Special Education Compliance Supervisor 

Keion Laurent Parent 

Ashley Harrell Parent 

Jennifer Bye Parent 

LaWanda Carr Parent 

Jai Johnson High School Student with a Disability 

Kimya Babers Representative from Opportunity Now – Entity that serves students with 
disabilities 

 

2024-2025 Meeting Agendas, Locations, Minutes  

October 2024 SEAC Meeting 
Agenda 

St. James Parish School Board October 2024 SEAC Meeting 
Minutes 

January 2025 SEAC Meeting 
Agenda 

St. James Parish School Board January 2025 SEAC Meeting 
Minutes 

April 2025 SEAC Meeting 
Agenda 

St. James Parish School Board April 2025 SEAC Meeting 
Minutes 

 

SEAC meetings are held in the boardroom at the central office (St. James Parish School Board). Quorums 
were met at all three meetings held this school year. SEAC meetings’ dates are posted in August via the 
district’s website and advertised in the Special Education Newsletter disseminated quarterly to parents 
through the student information system (Jcampus). Robocalls are sent out to parents with the meeting’s 
date/time/location on the day before and the day of prior to the start of the meeting. SEAC members are 
encouraged to invite parents and other stakeholders to the meetings. St. James SEAC had an opportunity 
this school year to share the SEAC’s purpose and the date/time/location of the April meeting at the 
meetings of the newly formed Community Autism Awareness Organization to promote participation.    

 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1728516592/stjamesk12laus/b0wtbbbwugyqidm4wtss/StJamesSEACAgenda10_23_24.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1728516592/stjamesk12laus/b0wtbbbwugyqidm4wtss/StJamesSEACAgenda10_23_24.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1730473521/stjamesk12laus/fbsm0aytuvovjjksduky/SEACOctober2024MeetingMinutes.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1730473521/stjamesk12laus/fbsm0aytuvovjjksduky/SEACOctober2024MeetingMinutes.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1738101125/stjamesk12laus/kptii5qpwr1wkslfgfln/_StJamesSEACAgenda1222025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1738101125/stjamesk12laus/kptii5qpwr1wkslfgfln/_StJamesSEACAgenda1222025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1738937216/stjamesk12laus/vcfw7hs5oytotfbjcyhj/SEACJanuary2025MeetingMinutes_.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1738937216/stjamesk12laus/vcfw7hs5oytotfbjcyhj/SEACJanuary2025MeetingMinutes_.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1745844501/stjamesk12laus/qa8qifylpmyus2yefuxu/_StJamesSEACAgenda4302025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1745844501/stjamesk12laus/qa8qifylpmyus2yefuxu/_StJamesSEACAgenda4302025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748615202/stjamesk12laus/guqccqxzhsrvu9d7g9vm/APRIL2025SEACMinutes.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1748615202/stjamesk12laus/guqccqxzhsrvu9d7g9vm/APRIL2025SEACMinutes.pdf


Executive Summary 
Overview of Special Education in the St. James Parish Public School System 
 
St. James Parish reported 594 students with disabilities for the 2024-2025 Official IDEA Child Count. 
The 2024 District Subgroup Performance Report reveals a subgroup district performance score of 59.1 
and a subgroup letter grade of a “D” for Students with Disabilities in St. James Parish. LEA 
Determinations Overviews for 2020-2021, 2021-2022, and 2022-2023 reveal an increase over these three 
consecutive school years in the percent of students with disabilities who score Mastery or above as 
measured by the regular assessment with/ without accommodations and alternate assessment against 
alternate standards.  The performance of students with disabilities on statewide assessments in ELA were 
as follows: 16.0%: 2020-2021; 16.5%: 2021-2022; 20.48%: 2022-2023. The performance of students with 
disabilities on statewide assessments in Math were as follows: 9.84%: 2020-2021; 10.73%: 2021-2022; 
17.87%: 2022-2023. LEA Determinations Overviews for these three consecutive school years also reveal 
an increase in the percent of youth with disabilities graduating from high school with a regular diploma 
(using a cohort graduation rate). Graduation rates were as follows: 66.7%: 2020-2021; 81.48%: 2021-
2022; 92.86%: 2022-2023. Though the data for statewide assessment performance of students with 
disabilities in ELA and Math reveals that state targets over time are not being met, there continues to be 
an upward trend in the performance data of students with disabilities in ELA and Math each school year.    
 
Overview of Special Education Financial Data 
 
For the 2024-2025 school year, the Students with Disabilities budget under the IDEA application of 
Equitable Inclusive Learning was approximately $1.4 million. These invested funds were budgeted (92% 
of investment) to focus primarily on High Quality Instruction for Students with Disabilities.  The 
remaining 8% of the invested funds focuses on Coordinated Early Intervening Services.   
 
Compliance Violations Relative to Special Education 
 
St. James Parish School System had no special education formal state complaints between July 1, 2024 
and June 30, 2025. The 2022-2023 LEA Determinations Overview Package released on August 26, 2024, 
revealed St. James Parish had no uncorrected noncompliance or a Corrective Action Plan related to IDEA 
Monitoring. St. James Parish is not currently identified as Significantly Disproportionate in the 
identification, placement, or discipline of students with disabilities relating to race/ethnicity. 
 
Highlights and Accomplishments of the Council 
 
This year, the Chair was able to communicate with the Executive Assistant to the Parish President about 
SEAC’s discussion with the previous Recreation Director about making the parish’s public parks 
inclusive for all with the installment of inclusive playground equipment.  The Council was elated to find 
out at the April SEAC meeting that the first stage of providing inclusive playground equipment at one of 
the parks is scheduled to occur this August, with the installation of an Inclusive Playground Structure that 
will include slides, climbers, ADA compliant ramps and handrails for wheelchair accessibility.  
 
Council members also expressed at the April SEAC meeting that their participation in the meetings have 
taught them a lot about special education. The dialogues on topics such as new district and state policies, 



updates/changes to policies impacting students with disabilities and special education services, gave 
members a better understanding of special education programming.  
 
Areas of Improvement, Next Steps, and Timeline of Upcoming Activities 
 
The area of improvement for Special Education and SEAC in St. James Parish for the 2025-2026 school 
year will focus on increasing parental engagement/participation.   
 
Next steps will include providing four 1-hour Parent Trainings/Workshops during the 2025-2026 school 
year that focus on supporting individuals with Autism and related disabilities at home and in the 
community. 
 
Other next steps will include discussions with businesses and industries within the parish to develop 
partnerships to possibly obtained funding to install inclusive playground equipment on all K-6 schools’ 
playgrounds. The Special Education Director plans to attend the parish council meeting in July to 
advocate for additional funding for all public parks in St. James Parish to have inclusive playground 
equipment and sensory stations for students with Autism. The Special Education Director will also invite 
the Chair of Gramercy Recreation Board to the first SEAC meeting for a discussion on funding available 
to help support the efforts of the parish to install inclusive playground equipment at all public parks.  
 
  
How is parent engagement encouraged throughout the school system and what activities sought to 
promote Parent Engagement 
 
Parent engagement in SEAC and special education sponsored activities and events are promoted through 
the quarterly Special Education Newsletter disseminated electronically. Promoting increased parent 
engagement in the 2025-2026 school year will be at the top of the Special Education Department’s 
priority list. The Special Education Department will create a SEAC flyers annually to include the SEAC 
meetings’ dates/times/location. Flyers will be shared with parents at individual IEP meetings for students, 
parent-teacher conferences, and beginning of the year Open Houses. The Special Education Department 
will also begin sharing special education news via the district’s webpage and social media page.  
 

How to Join 

St. James Parish’s SEAC is looking for parents of students with disabilities, a high school student with a 
disability, and a representative from any agency in St. James Parish or surrounding parishes who serves 
students with disabilities to become a 2025-2026 SEAC member.  

 
Anyone meeting any of the criteria above and has an interest in becoming a 2025-2026 SEAC member 
can complete and submit a St. James Parish SEAC Application. 
 
The SEAC Application can be accessed via the St. James Parish School District website at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0bv8SBSv_oVsypNPjXmGwCRZCCOE_dJFEbgjKlOa
UmMAdOg/viewform 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0bv8SBSv_oVsypNPjXmGwCRZCCOE_dJFEbgjKlOaUmMAdOg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0bv8SBSv_oVsypNPjXmGwCRZCCOE_dJFEbgjKlOaUmMAdOg/viewform

