
May 2025 

 

Dear rising 8th grade students and parents, 

 

I hope you have a restful summer and also get to spend your time with a few good books. Your 

required assignment for summer reading is to choose 2 books from the list that starts on the 

next page (all books come from either the Texas Lone Star or HAISLN book lists). Each book has 

a corresponding project you will complete. You can find the selected books and their 

corresponding project on the following pages. Regardless of the 2 books and projects you 

choose, they must be presented in a visually appealing way. 

 

We will discuss these books and share our projects during the first week of school. The purpose 

of these activities is to:  

1.​ encourage you to think critically about what you are reading, 

2.​ allow you to share your understanding in creative ways, and 

3.​ foster robust discussion when the school year begins in August.   

 

Your 2 summer reading projects will be due the Friday of the first week of school, on Friday, 

August 22, 2025. We will spend the first week of school using these books and projects. Use the 

included Summer Reading Project Rubric to further guide your work.  

 

Please don’t hesitate to email over the summer if you have any questions. Have a wonderful 

summer!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Liz Favors 

Dean of Curriculum & Instruction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://txla.org/tools-resources/reading-lists/lone-star/lone-star-current-list/
https://www.haisln.org/
mailto:lfavors@stmes.org


8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment Options 
Choose 2 of the following books to read and its corresponding project to complete. 

 

Title & Author of Book Project Description 

Free Throws, Friendship, and Other 
Things We Fouled Up by Jenn Bishop 
(2025-26 Lone Star List and HAISLN List) 

Competitive basketball takes center court in this fast-paced novel 

about two girls finding the truth about themselves—and their 

families—against the backdrop of middle school and college 

hoops. Their families, the Allenbachs and Marches, are just two 

of many families in literature that have serious rivalries. Research 

at least three other well-known families in classic or 

contemporary literature with legendary rivalries. Write a 

summary of the three rivalries and how they compare or contrast 

the rivalry in the novel. Write at least a page in total and include 

at least 2 quotes from the novel and 2 quotes from your research.  

Louder Than Hunger by John Schu 
(2025-26 Lone Star List) 
 
Disclaimer: This book deals with mental 
health and other sensitive topics, 
including OCD, eating disorders, and 
depression. 

Keep a journal as you read Louder Than Hunger, a novel in verse 

about a teen’s experiences with difficult feelings, and write about 

any connections you make between Jake’s experiences and 

emotions and your own lives. Consider questions such as: Have I 

had similar experiences, and when? Have I had the same or 

similar emotions? Do I have friends who have felt this way? How 

have I dealt with my feelings when I have felt the same way? 

Write at least 3 entries, a lengthy paragraph for each, with at 

least one 1 quote from the novel in each entry to support your 

thoughts. Combined, your 3 entries should be at least 1 page.  

The Tenth Mistake of Hank Hooperman 
by Gennifer Choldenko 
(2025-26 Lone Star List and 2025-26 
HAISLN List) 

This book illustrates how easy it is to judge (or misjudge) 

characters without fully understanding their lives and what 

makes them act the way they do. Consider the list of adults in the 

book and pay attention to the ones who seem mostly bad. 

Choose one of these characters to give a second chance by 

revisiting their actions and thinking of them as complex, 

multidimensional people. Write down some of their positive 

traits, qualities, and behaviors, and some of their 

less-than-admirable qualities and behaviors. Are they really all 

good or all bad? What did you learn that helped you better 

understand them? Do you trust them more or less by the end of 

the book? Why? Write a paragraph at the bottom of the piece of 

paper answering these questions after analyzing their character. 

Use at least 2 quotes to support your analysis. 



Boy 2.0  
by Tracey Baptiste 
(2025-26 Lone Star List) 

Win "Coal" Keegan has just landed in his latest foster home, with 

a big, noisy, slightly nosy family named the McKays. They seem 

eager to welcome Coal, but he's wary of trusting them. So, he 

doesn't tell them he somehow turned invisible. Coal’s ability is 

the subject of “family lore, “a story that is handed down from 

generation to generation and retold over many years.” Reflect on 

any stories your family may hold, and interview a family member 

to hear stories. Share the funny/incredible/strange things that 

your family members have been involved in as a cartoon, graphic 

novel panel, video clip, or other media. 

The Immortal Games by Anneliese Avery 
(2025-26 HAISLN List) 

This book references ancient Greek mythology, including the 

three fates. Research who the three fates were, and what their 

different roles were. Write about your findings, and compare 

their roles in the novel to their roles in Ancient Greek mythology. 

Consider both the similarities and differences shown between 

these two different representations of the fates, using quotes 

from the text. Research the roles of the fates within other 

mythological traditions, as well as the different ways in which 

they are represented, and the power held by a trio of women 

within different folklore and myths. Your researched findings 

should be at least 1 page in length and include 2 quotes from 

your research and 2 quotes from the novel. 

 

 



Reading Project Rubric 
  

  4 3 2 1 

Understanding of 
the Novel 

The project shows evidence 
of an understanding of the 
novel. Through the student’s 
work, they have captured 
major themes, or ideas, in 
the novel. 

The project shows some 
evidence of an 
understanding of the novel. 

It is unclear that the 
student understands the 
bigger themes asked of 
the project. 

The student does not 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
novel through their 
project.  

Creativity, 
Individuality, 
Neatness 

The student’s project 
demonstrates creativity and 
individual thought in 
presentation. They have 
taken time to present your 
work in a visually appealing 
way. (Examples of ways to 
do this include: using a 
straight-edge to draw lines, 
tracing over pencil in a 
fine-tipped marker, backing 
any printed and cut paper to 
give it a border and 
“finished” look, centering 
titles/words, etc.) 

The project meets most of 
the expectations set out. 

The project doesn’t meet 
several of the expectations 
set.  

The project meets few 
of the expectations 
set. 

Evidence of 
Information and 
Organization  

The student followed the 
specific instructions in the 
novel project assignment 
and has included all aspects. 

The project includes some 
aspects of the project 
instructions, but not all. 

The project includes a few 
of the required elements, 
but not most.  

The student 
completed a different 
project or did not 
follow the project 
instructions. 

Writing 
Conventions: 
  - Capitalization 
  - Usage 
  - Punctuation 
  - Spelling 

Punctuation is correct, 
spelling is accurate, and 
there are no major errors in 
grammar. 

The project includes some 
errors in writing 
conventions — a few 
punctuation, spelling, 
and/or grammar issues — 
but not enough to cause 
difficulty in reading and 
understanding the text. 

Several punctuation, 
spelling, and grammar 
errors stand out in the 
writing. 

Punctuation, spelling, 
and grammar errors 
are very common and 
stand out. 

 

Total: _____/16 


