Summer Reading for Honors 10 American Literature - 2025/2026

Sophomores enrolled in Honors 10 American Literature must read and annotate Thomas
Mullen’s The Last Town on Earth before the first day of class in August. Please be prepared to take
an extended response test over the book, engage in several days of discussion, participate in a debate,
and compose an argumentative essay during the first few weeks of school. Annotations may be
checked and graded within the first few weeks and can be used on the first day exam. Questions or

concerns can be emailed to brett_thompson@ambherstk12.org.
Annotating Text

Reading and constructing meaning from a text is a complex and active process. As active
readers, students should have questions in mind while reading a text. As students read, the goal
should be to find the answers to these questions. Students should also have a pen/pencil in hand so
that they can annotate their texts. As the word suggests, annotation is simply faking notes in a book.
Unlike highlighting alone, which is a passive activity, the process of annotating text helps students to
stay focused and involved with the text. The process of taking notes while reading will help students
to concentrate better and retain more. It will also help students to monitor and improve
comprehension. In theory, annotating text should improve the depth of understanding for each
student, leading to better discussion, writing, and test scores.
Suggestions for annotating text include the following:

- Labeling and interpreting literary devices (metaphor, simile, imagery, personification, symbolism,
alliteration, etc.)

- Labeling and explaining the writer’s rhetorical devices and elements of style
(tone, diction, syntax, narrative pace, use of figurative language, etc.)

- Labeling main ideas and supportive details/evidence that lead readers to conclusions about text
- Writing questions that the reader poses (this would be helpful during class discussions)

- Making connections to other texts or experiences (again...this would be helpful during class
discussions)

- Summarizing what is read

- Identifying themes

How to mark a text:

« Underline sections that seem important

« Draw a line down the margin and highlight key phrases in the passage

« Use an asterisk next to key passages

« Make marginal notes to respond to ideas in the text and refer to them in writing and discussion
« If using a book from the library or borrowed from another student, post-it notes may be the best

tool to annotate text. Post-it notes can be color-coded to help students stay organized (for example,
inspiring quotes can be blue, historical background can be yellow, etc.).
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Questions (and Answers) students may have about annotating:

1. Do I have to buy the books?

Buying the book is optional. However, when it comes to annotating, it is easier to highlight and
write in the margins; otherwise students will have to annotate on post-it notes which they will have to
remove upon returning it to the library. Digital texts are fine, but annotations would need to be made
on a separate notebook (which is an acceptable way to annotate).

2. How much do I have to annotate?

The amount of annotation is not as important as the quality. However, students should avoid
enormous gaps throughout the book that may indicate skipping of pages. Every chapter should have
some annotation. On the other hand, students should not annotate excessively to the point of slowing
reading down. Annotation is meant to help, not hinder, comprehension.

3. Will I be graded on the annotation?

Sort of. I know that is a wishy-washy answer, so let me explain. If class discussions go well and most
(if not all) students do well on the first few assignments, there will be no need for me to grade them.
If I feel that some students failed to read the book, I may conduct a surprise annotation inspection.

4. How will it be assessed?

When assessing annotation, I will grade students on the way they incorporate key points into
discussion. It may be helpful to have a “cheatsheet” available for the first few days as a guide to
important quotations, questions, and passages.

5. Why would my teacher make his students read a book over the summer?

The Last Town on Earth is a multi-layered book filled with interesting characters, creative plot twists,
and moral dilemmas. The book typically leads to great discussions, solid essays, and engaging
projects. Reading over the summer will keep your mind fresh in the summer. And as a bonus...most
students have really enjoyed the book in the past.

Book summary:

When people in town fall victim to the Spanish Flu, themes of morality, friendship, and survival all
come to the forefront as the citizens of Commonwealth try to stay united amidst a global pandemic.
Sound familiar? We can definitely make some connections between this novel and what has
transpired the past few years in modern society.

Note: When I get my class lists, I will send out an invitation to my summer Honors 10 American
Literature Google Classroom. Please accept my invitation for updates on summer reading. If you
don’t see an invitation, email me at brett_thompson@ambherstk12.org and I will send you the code.

I'look forward to seeing you in the fall! Have a great summer!

Mr. Thompson
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AR LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! I'm excited to have you in class this

year. To prepare, please complete the following:

Part I: Non-fiction Read

Ww: - &

P.S. If you have not already read How to Read
Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C Foster, it

The AP reading list, based on College Board
recommendations, includes award-winning non-fiction with

- a Lexile score of 1000 or above. Some content may be

sensitive, so parents should review the list and help students
choose appropriate books.

Digital copies are not recommended, as technology cannot
be used during in-class writing. All books are available in
audio format on Amazon Audible with a free 30-day trial,
and you can also find audiobooks at the library or on
YouTube.

. The Summer Reading Argument Activity will be your first

graded assignment, due on the first day of school.
For questions, please email me or visit my room (506). Note
that | check my email about once a week over the summer.

* Sincerely,

Mrs. Allison Allen
allison ct||en@am|'1erst|<12.org.

is highly suggested that you do so. All Honors and
AP students will greatly benefit from this book.

Join Google Classroom
E with Code pj2a53j to

access your activity.



https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Literature-Like-Professor/dp/0062301675
https://www.amazon.com/How-Read-Literature-Like-Professor/dp/0062301675
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STEPS TO TAKE

Choose and read ONE non-fiction book from the list. Once you have

made your book choice please fill out this Google Form. You can

view student responses HERE. Students cannot overlap books, so
please check the response list BEFORE submitting the Google Form.

Complete the Summer Activity on Google Classroom, identifying the
argument and various components of the text (with page numbers).
Come to class on the first day of school ready to submit your
assignment and complete the related presentation/essay. The
activity is already on Google Classroom with a copy made for you.
Make sure to watch the review videos on this document!

Annotate your readings to use as evidence and make sure to bring
your book to class prepared to write. Annotation tips are listed here.

Part Il: Synthesis

As you read there will be arguments and concepts that relate to your
Non-fiction book. You will need to find 4 different sources that relate
to a concept/argument in your book. These sources should be in the
following formats:

1.Fiction: Poem, short story, movie, TV show, etc.
2.Digital Non-fiction: Podcast, Ted-Talk, News Clip, etc.
3.Current Event: News article from a reputable source

(Allsides.com). Should be current, something that is within the past
year.
4.Graphic/photo: This needs to be a PUBLISHED piece. It can be

art, a political cartoon, or news photo.



http://allsides.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ML4vuCiAc4PMeRnXKGTvPwXknKEa8pBFYdJP73cY7b0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QdoMyA735-jJdC3PmiZhXI40ZTF2gfVXDqIcEUKU89E/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/8cPLBqsUb55HABp76
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14ZnvgLnFZhxzk1kx3F2l7I4AOQMBG0JGNluQHDPI9T4/edit?usp=sharing

AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment: 2024-2025

The following AP reading list was developed using B
recommendations from College Board and AP English "8
Literature curriculum. 7he content of these books can be ==

sensitive in nature. Parents are advised to review the list,
read summaries of the books, and assist students in \
determining which books are appropriate for them.
The Summer Reading Annotations will be the first =
graded assignment for the students and they are due the &
first day of school. Digital copies of the books are not
recommended. Students cannot use technology during
in-class writing.

e All books are available in audio format on Amazon Audible for free with a 30-day free

trial. This can be used as an accompaniment to the actual book.

Step One: Choose and read ONE book from the list below.

Step Two: Annotate your summer reading choice to use as evidence in future assignments.
Prompts will be given in class- Bring your book to class and be prepared to write. Annotation
tips are listed below. Students should have a few discussion questions ready for the first day of
class and be prepared to discuss their novel. Students should also be ready to complete a related
presentation and essay over their summer reading book during the first few weeks of school.

Annotating text will be a crucial practice in AP Literature. I will check your annotations for your
novel on the first day of class. Try your best to follow the tips below but email with any
questions!

Step 1: Book List- Choose ONE for your summer reading assignment

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey*

1 Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou*
Native Son by Richard Wright *

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

*Reminder: * The content of these books can be sensitive in nature. Parents are advised to
review the list, read summaries of the books, and assist students in determining which books are

appropriate for them.

**Underlined titles are most commonly mentioned on the AP Literature Exam
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Step 2: Annotation Guide

Annotation Guide: Margin Notes and Color Marking
Margin notes [can be on sticky notes if you prefer] in which you do the following (this list is not
exhaustive):
e Write your personal response to the text.
Note implications of the text.
Note the author's purpose as well as his/her technique.
Explain the significance of the text.

Define unknown vocabulary.

Annotations Tips
What NOT To Do
e Don’t use a highlighter that will bleed. I suggest a Mildliner.

e Don’t mark large volumes of text — You want important points to stand out. Although we all

know that everything can’t be important, we often highlight all of the text on the page. Avoid this

to help the key points stand out.

What To Do
e Mark the text with a pencil, pen, or, even better, colored fine-tipped pens.

e Underline sentences that contain a main idea or important new piece of information/development.

e  Write the passage topic in the margin as a reminder — Just a word or two.

e Write questions in the margin — When you don’t understand something or when you don’t

understand the author’s thought process on a particular topic, write the question in the margin as a

reminder to settle the question.

e Circle new and unfamiliar words — Look them up as soon as possible.

e Add your or other author’s perspectives in the margins — Other authors have surely written on the
same subject. What do they say? Do they agree with this author? If not, what do they say? Add

these ideas in the margins.
e Draw arrows to related ideas — Or unrelated ideas...

Annotate for repetition, shifts, tone, and authors purpose.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions and I will get back to you as soon as I
can! My email address is janine_new(@ambherstk12.org. Although, please be advised that [ am

not available as much during the summer months, but I will respond when I can.

Please join Google Classroom: AP Literature 2025-2026
Class code: 5jV6S hu
Class link: https://classroom.google.com/c/NzY4AMjQ2MDYyNjkz?¢cjc=qSjv6shu


https://classroom.google.com/c/NzY4MjQ2MDYyNjkz?cjc=q5jv6shu

Honors 9 Summer Reading

There are three short stories to be read for the first day of school. The PDFs for the stories can be
accessed through the Honors 9 Summer Reading Google Classroom (Class Code vi3yr5k) or
online.

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant
As you read or re-review “The Necklace” consider the following literary concepts:

e Plot
o What events lead to the major change in the characters’ lives?
o How does the story build tension or surprise?
o What is the significance of the ending, and how does it affect the story as a
whole?
o Character
o What do Madame Loisel’s desires and complaints reveal about her?
o How does Madame Loisel change over the course of the story?
o How do the characters’ choices shape the outcomes of their lives?
e Theme: Illusion vs. Reality
o What things or ideas seem important to Madame Loisel but are actually
misleading?
o How does the story reveal the difference between appearance and truth?
o What does the necklace itself symbolize in terms of illusion and reality?
e Theme: The Cost of Pride
o How does pride influence Madame Loisel’s decisions?
o What consequences does she face because of her pride?
o What lesson might the story suggest about wanting to appear wealthy or
important?

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN WRITTEN FORM.

Annotate the text and be able to bring ideas and textual evidence to discussion the first few
days of school.

“Initiation” by Sylvia Plath

As you read “Initiation” consider the following literary concepts:



e Plot

o What key events shape the main character’s experience?

o How does the story build toward the main character's final decision?

o What moments feel like turning points in the story?
e Character

o What do Millicent’s thoughts and actions reveal about her personality?

o How do Millicent’s feelings about the sorority change throughout the story?

o What influences Millicent’s decisions, and how do those choices define her?
e Theme: The Journey of Self-Discovery

o How does Millicent begin to think differently about herself?

o What moments show Millicent discovering what matters most to her?

o What does the story suggest about growing up and finding your own path?
e Theme: Defying Societal Expectations

o How does Millicent question the rules or traditions around her?

o  What pressures does she face to fit in, and how does she respond?

o How does the story challenge the idea that fitting in equals success?

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN WRITTEN FORM.

Annotate the text and be able to bring ideas and textual evidence to discussion the first few
days of school.

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell
As you read “The Most Dangerous Game” consider the following literary concepts:

e Plot
o What events or actions move the story forward?
o How does the suspense build throughout the story?
o What surprises or twists change the direction of the plot?
e Characters
o How do the author’s choices in describing the main characters shape your
perception of them?
o How do the main characters change or reveal new sides of themselves?
e Theme: Survival & Cunning Over Strength
o What strategies does Rainsford use to stay alive?
o In what ways does Rainsford rely more on his intelligence than physical strength?
o How is cleverness shown to be more important than power or weapons?
e Theme: The Struggle for Survival
o How does the story show the emotional and physical challenges of being hunted?
o How does fear or desperation influence characters' behavior?



o What does the story suggest about human instincts when faced with life-or-death
situations?

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IN WRITTEN FORM.

Annotate the text and be able to bring ideas and textual evidence to discussion the first few
days of school.
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