




The 1993 Lynchburg-Clay Mustangs 
Front Row CheerleadersðKristy Griffith, Becky Soldano, Sheizka Kamola, Joey Jackson, Heather 
Wallace, Brandy Soldano, Marsha Barber, Stephanie Allen 
Second RowðRobin Montgomery (mgr.), Raymond Smith, Mark Partin, Chad McConnaughey, Jason 
West, Mark Faust 
Back RowðGordon Sininger (FR Coach), Jason McLaughlin, Tyler Julliard, MC Rosselott, John 
Etienne, Brian Glover, Richard Warner, Paul Cluxton, Greg Koch, Joe Wills (Coach), Mark Pierson 
(JV Coach) 
Not picturedðMary Ellen Herdman and Tara Davidsonðcamera; Nancy Pfister and Joni Minton, 
Cheerleading advisors 

1992-93 Lynchburg-Clay Mustangs 
Undefeated Southern Hills League Champions 

Sectional Champions 
District Champions 
Regional Champions 
State Semi-Finalists 

24-3 



Head Coach Joe Willsô Reflections on the 1992-93 Season: 

Peebles Home (12/18/92) 
 
This was an early game on our schedule and one that was looked at by many with great anticipation. I can 
remember we were receiving calls during the week from people asking what time we were opening the 
doors. People wanted to get there early for a seat. Peebles was expected to be one of the top teams in the 
area and we had some close games with them the last few years. The game was very close the first half. 
We played well and pulled away in the second. I think that game gave us an understanding how hard 
teams were going to play against us.  

Georgetown Away (12/22/92) 
 
We played right after the Peebles game. They were also expecting to have a big year. The entire game 
was close. We were down with about three minutes to play. Paul hit a 3 then stole the inbound pass and 
hit another 3. A 6 point turnaround in just a few seconds. We had several guys step up the last few 
minutes. Ray, Mark F. and Jason M. all made free throws down the stretch under pressure and we held on 
to win a close game.  
.  
Washington Court House Away (1/5/93) 
 
They were one of the top teams in the state in Division II. They made it to the regional tournament at the 
end of the year. This was also one of the most talked about games early on among people outside our 
league opponents. They had not had a close game. I remember seeing and talking to a lot of people at that 
game that were not connected to either school. We were probably the two best teams in the area so there 
was a great deal of interest in the game. We played them close. We were up at halftime but ended up los-
ing by 6 points. I can remember in the locker room afterward that we felt we should have beat them. I 
think it gave us a belief that if we play like we knew we could we there was no team we played we could 
not beat. They were the best team on our schedule. I remember after I spoke to the team, Glover stood up 
and said something like "I donôt know about you guys but Iôm done losing. Thatôs it; we are not losing 
another game."  
 
Whiteoak Away (1/23/93) 
 
Probably one of the most talked about games of that season was Paulôs 53 point game. Although we never 
really had individual goals or thought much about school records, we knew the school record for points in 
a game was 45 points. Brett Glover, Brian's dad, held the record. Paul never talked about records or wor-
ried about many points he scored in a game. His only concern, like the rest of that group, was winning. I 
had many people ask if we would ever leave him in a game long enough and let him try to get the record. 
I knew he was making about everything he shot but didn't realize until about the end of the 3rd quarter 
how many he had. Mark Pierson went to Jesse Mount at the score table and checked and he was getting 
close. We started the 4th quarter and Mark and I talked about leaving him in to get it. Word started to 
spread through the crowd how many points he had and people started to realize we were going to leave 
him. After he got it, Glenn Moberly, our athletic director, came over to our bench and told us the county 
record was 50 points. I never heard of the county record before, but if anyone in Highland County knew 
the record, it would have been Mr. Moberly. We decided to let him go a couple more minutes to see if he 
got close. Mark and Gordon Sininger kept checking with Jesse to make sure of the total. After he broke 
the county, we got him out of the game. The guys on the team were the most excited. They could see Paul 
was making everything early on and really looked to try and get him the ball. After the game, Brett Glov-
er came in the locker room to congratulate Paul. Paul made 18 out of 24 shots and was 11 out of 17 on 
three pointers. I think if you look at other games when a player scored 50 points at any level, high school, 
college, pro, you will not see many where they only took shot 24 shots. It was just a special night. 



West Union Away (2/5/93) 
 
They were good that year and we always had some close games during my time coaching. We played in 
their old gym and there were people sitting, standing anywhere they could. The gym had 4 doors that led 
to hallways in the school and I remember seeing people standing in the hallways looking into the gym. It 
was close the first half then we scored 58 points in the second, with most of those coming in the last 10-
12 minutes. Our defense created a lot of turnovers and we wore them down. Paul had another big scoring 
night with 49. There were two guys sitting behind our bench yelling at our guys, trying to get in their 
heads during pregame and during the game. Pat Dubbs West Union's coach, told me a few times during 
the game he would have them moved if I wanted, but we didnôt. I remember them leaving with about 2 
minutes left when they realized the game was over. When they left, I told them thanks for helping moti-
vate the guys. It was the quietest they were all night.  
 
Manchester Away (2/19/93) 
 
This was a big night. We had already won the league after a win against Eastern but everyone wanted the 
gold ball for going undefeated. It was a nice celebration but we kept in mind we were not done and were 
now focusing on the tournament. 
 
Sectional Tournament  
Fairfield (2/24/93) 
We had beat them two times already. They had a tough year but had played many teams fairly close. 
They really played well the first half and were double teaming Paul as much as they could. Brian had a 
big half and we pulled away in the second. This was the first sectional win the school had in several 
years.  
 
Manchester (3/2/93) 
Both games during the season were very physical with us shooting a lot of free throws. They came out 
and tried to delay and hold the ball from the beginning. We had a few teams try to hold the ball on us 
during the season but not at the beginning of the game. We created several turnovers and got out to a 20-
25 point lead by half. They couldn't hold the ball the second half but we never let them get back in the 
game.  
 
District Tournament 
Franklin Furnace Green (3/9/93) 
Everyone was excited to get to play at Ohio University. I think it had been five years since we had a team 
make it to the district tournament. The Convocation Center is so different from a high school gym; teams 
usually do not shoot well there. Green really tried to slow us down. Their coach would yell out a number 
and that was how many times they had to pass before they looked to shoot. We knew going into the game 
they were going to stall as much as they could. Again, our defense made the difference as we were able to 
create several turnovers. This was also the game Paul scored the 2,000 point of his career.  
 
Portsmouth-Clay (3/15/93) 
A game everyone remembers because of the snow. We were scheduled to play on a Saturday morning. 
We had gone to Athens on Friday to watch North Adams play. We woke up to what look like two feet of 
snow. Roads were closed and we were not going anywhere. They scheduled the game again for Sunday at 
noon. Sunday morning the game was moved to 6:00 that night then later was scheduled for Monday 
night. A friend of mine that coached at a school close to Athens helped us out and we were able to prac-
tice at Athens H.S. on Saturday and Sunday. Other then that we were basically stranded. When the game 
was finally played on Monday, we played well. Portsmouth-Clay was ranked above us all year in the 
state poll. Their coach, Carl Wolfe, told me after the game he could not believe we played that well after 
being snowed in for that long. It was a unique experience, but everyone was ready to go home. 
 



Regional Tournament  
Canal Winchester (3/17/93) 
Many around the state believed Canal was one of the favorites to win the state before the season began. 
They had Shawn Haughn who ended up being named Division IV Co-Player of the year along with Paul. 
Haughn had signed to play at the University of Dayton and he started the game with a steal and a dunk. 
The crowd we had was amazing; looked like over half the coliseum was black and gold. We got down ear-
ly, maybe 8-10 and was behind at the half. We went on a 15-0 run in the third quarter. They got back to 
within one with about five minutes to play then we again made a big run, outscoring them 18-2 the last few 
minutes. We just wore them down. Mark F., Jason W., and Mark P. all did a great job guarding Haughn. 
We held him to 15 points. He came in averaging 30 points per game. 
 
Lakeland (3/19/93) 
They were a very good team. Their best player was going to Yale and had scored over 1600 points in his 
career. We were down the first quarter but I liked the tempo of the game. They were not trying to slow us 
down and I believed for us to beat them we had to create turnovers and run. Things just came together the 
second half. We went on a 24-3 run at one time and scored 60 points in the second half. We shot 60% from 
the field which was our highest in any game. That game was like several during the season in that we 
would get some momentum and go on those big scoring runs. I think our depth wore them down like we 
had so many teams all year. They were much bigger than we were but Brian, John and Chad all did a good 
job defensively and we out rebounded them. There was a big celebration after the game. It seemed like we 
were on the floor cutting the nets down, taking pictures for a long time. I came out of the locker room and 
was amazed because so many people had stayed. I had to go up through the crowd to get to the radio both 
at the top of the arena. I think I shook hands or got a hug from about everyone there. Ernie Blankenship 
said they had to keep playing commercials waiting on me to get up to them. After the game, Mark Pierson 
kept his word to the team. The game was at the state fairgrounds coliseum and after climbing a fence, 
Mark went down the slide.  
 
State Tournament Semi Final 
New Riegel  (3/26/93) 
I got a chance to watch New Riegel in Canton after we won the regional. Really thought we had a chance 
if we played well. We jumped out early but got in some foul trouble and they made a run the second quar-
ter. We went in at half up one. The second half was close. We were either up or down a couple points up 
until the last three minutes when they made a seven point run. We had too many turnovers the second half 
and did not shoot well overall. They also handled our defensive pressure. It ended up a four point loss. I 
think looking back it was a frustrating feeling. We had played well but just not well enough to move on.  

The team celebrates  
after winning the  
Regional Championship. 



Entire Season 
Over the years I am amazed by how often people ask me about the 1992-93 team. People tell me 

how much they enjoyed watching that team play along with the additional interest the team brought to the 
area. While many people remember the games the most, I recall just as much the time we spent together as 
a group. We always tried to make our practices much more difficult than our games and because of the 
competitive nature of this group of players, they usually were. Basketball ability aside, they were a very 
dedicated, hard-working group of young men. They were able to put personal interests aside for team 
goals. They had an understanding and acceptance of not only their individual roles but the roles of their 
teammates.  

There was a great deal of interest and tremendous support for us during that time from students, 
families, friends and community members of the Lynchburg-Clay Local School District. We played in 
packed gymnasiums with crowds that would show up early for games. We visited students at the elemen-
tary schools, and would have many visitors stop by during the school day, before or after practice. I recall 
taking the team to visit Mr. George Roush who unfortunately was ill that season and was not able to attend 
many games. There were people that began following us from other schools, towns etc...that did not have 
any relatives on the team, but enjoyed watching the team play. During and after the season, we received 
many congratulations from various people by phone calls, visits or letters. We heard from graduates of not 
only Lynchburg-Clay, but also the Buford and Lynchburg schools. We heard from people that lived local-
ly, throughout Ohio, and in other states.  

I began going to the state basketball tournament with my father when I was12 years old. I can re-
member many teams and players 
over the years that had the oppor-
tunity to play in the state semi-final 
games. Having attended so many 
times prior to that season, I believe I 
had a better appreciation of our ac-
complishments. I consider myself to 
be very fortunate to have coached a 
group that were as hard working and 
dedicated as that team. I believe over 
time, team members, families and 
those in the community that were a 
part of that season have also grown 
to appreciate how fortunate everyone 
was to be a part of something spe-
cial. 
ðJoe Wills  



Team Picture 




