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The Lynchburg-Clay Athletic Hall of Fame was created in 2011 to honor 

great Mustang athletes of the past. Since itsô inception, the Hall of Fame has 

been dominated by basketball players. The 2018 induction class will add 

some diversity to the Hall of Fame as the two inductees are most known for 

their accomplishments on the baseball field. 

Joe Wells (1994-1998) was a multi-sport athlete during his time at 

Lynchburg-Clay, but it is in baseball that he made the greatest impact. Joe 

was a four year player on the Varsity baseball team. He played on 3 

Southern Hills Athletic Conference Championship teams (1995, 1996, and 

1998), 2 Sectional Championship teams (1996 and 1997), 1 District Runner-

Up (1996), and 1 District Championship team (1997).  During his 4 years, 

the Mustangs had a league record of 46-6 and an overall record of 70-22.  

As an individual player, Joe was naturally gifted with a strong arm, 

quick feet, and smooth swing and it showed on the field. His combined 

statistics for his junior and senior seasons were a batting average of .476, 61 

RBIôs, 12 HRôs, 18 doubles, 55 runs scored, and 27 stolen bases. He was 

named to the All Southern Hills League team twice (1997 and 1998), 1st 

team All-Southeast District team (1998), and 1st team Division III All Ohio 

(1998). The four years that Joe played baseball is with a doubt the most 

successful period in the history of the Lynchburg-Clay baseball program. 

Aric Fiscus served as Varsity baseball coach from 1997-2010. 

During those 14 years, the Lynchburg-Clay baseball program won 7 

Southern Hills Athletic Conference Championships, 3 Sectional 

Championships, and 1 District Championship. He was named the Southern 

Hills Athletic Conference Coach of the Year 3 times and finished with a 

career coaching record of 182-103, making him the winningest coach in 

Lynchburg-Clay baseball program history. 

Aric also served as Athletic Director from 1999-2006. As Athletic 

Director, Aric played an instrumental role in the creation of the existing 

outdoor athletic complex at the high school. During his tenure as AD, he 

oversaw an athletic department that won 14 SHAC championships, 22 

sectional championships, and 2 District Championships. 

Over the years, the Lynchburg-Clay baseball program has been very 

strong, winning 25 SHAC championships. It is fitting that Joe and Coach 

Fiscus will represent that program in the Hall of Fame. Congratulations Joe 

and Aric on your induction. 

 

Mark Faust 

Lynchburg-Clay Athletic Director 
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Joe Wells was a multi-sport athlete during his time at Lynchburg-Clay. He played golf, soccer and basketball 
(where he was named to the All-Southeast District Team twice), but it is in baseball that he made the greatest 
impact. Joe was a four year player on the Varsity baseball team. He played the outfield during his Freshman 
and Sophomore years and really came into his own when he took over the shortstop position as a Junior and 
Senior. He played on 3 Southern Hills Athletic Conference Championship teams (1995, 1996, and 1998), 2 
Sectional Championship teams (1996 and 1997), 1 District Runner-Up (1996), and 1 District Championship 
team (1997).  During his 4 years, the Mustangs had a league record of 46-6 and an overall record of 70-22. 
The 1997 team that he played on is arguably the best baseball team that Lynchburg-Clay has ever produced. 
 
As an individual player, Joe was naturally gifted with a strong arm, quick feet, and smooth swing and it 
showed on the field. During his Junior year, he batted third in the lineup and finished the season with a .430 
batting average, 34 RBIôs, 5 HRôs, 29 runs scored, and 14 stolen bases. During his senior season, his batting 
average was .556, he had 7 HRôs, 27 RBIôs, 26 runs scored, and 13 stolen bases. He was named to the All 
Southern Hills League team, 1st team All-Southeast District team, and was also named 1st team Division III 
All Ohio. The four years that Joe played baseball is with a doubt the most successful period in the history of 
the Lynchburg-Clay baseball program. 
 
Joe and his wife, Kelly, have been married for 14 years. They live in the Lynchburg area with their 3 chil-
dren Ava (11), Ayden (9), and Jace (5). 

Joe Wells (1994-1998) 
Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, Golf 

1997 Statistics 1998 Statistics 



During Joeôs freshman year, he was a member of a team that started five seniors, two juniors 

and one freshman.  The team finished as Southern Hills League champions with an undefeat-

ed league record, sectional champions and runner up in the district finals to the eventual state 

champions Wheelersburg.  The team finished the 1996 season with a record of 22-3.  As a 

freshman, Joe had a knowledge base of both offensively and defensively of sound fundamen-

tals and used his strong arm while playing the outfield  to throw out unsuspecting runners 

trying to gain an extra base.   

ïGary WestΣ Lynchburg-Clay Head Baseball Coach (1992-1996) 

Final 1998 State Poll 

Joe batting during 
the 1998 season. 



Joe Wellsô induction into the Lynchburg-Clay Athletic Hall of Fame is well-deserved. Without a 
doubt Joe is one of the greatest natural athletes in the history of Lynchburg-Clay. My first experience in 
coaching Joe was in soccer. I didnôt have much knowledge of what had happened in the program before I 
took over so I went ahead with coaching the team without preconceived notions on where anyone would 
play. It didnôt take long to realize that Joe would be a great asset on the offensive end of the field with his 
speed and quickness. What I was surprised to learn early on is that he hadnôt played soccer all that long. Just 
like anything he did though, he was a natural. I will have conversations about Joe with people from time to 
time. My description of him always is something along the lines of ñhe is the type of athlete that produced at 
a very high level, no matter the sport or his level of experience in the sport.ò My go-to phrase about him al-
ways is ñHe is the type of athlete that would be the best polo player you ever saw. It doesnôt matter if it is 
water polo and he has to jump into a pool or regular polo and he has to jump on the back of a horse, he 
would be among the best.ò 

Even though I didnôt coach him in basketball, a game sticks in my mind that I watched him play in 
Ripley. For a period of about three minutes I saw him take over a game like I had never seen a high school 
player do before on both ends of the floor. He had several steals and several points. Ripley had to start foul-
ing him because they had no prayer of stopping him. He then went to the line and made several free throws.  

For all of the great things he did in soccer and basketball I truly believe that, in his heart, he was a 
baseball player first and foremost. He never told me that but it was evident watching him. When you see a 
player on the field that glides, and looks as though his feet arenôt touching the ground, you know you are 
looking at an extraordinary player. At the plate his hands were almost too fast for the Southern Hills League. 
A game at West Union comes to mind where Joe was at the plate and he hit, what felt like, 27 foul balls. All 
of them would have been well over the fence if fair. In that one at-bat he almost caused West Union to have 
to change pitchers. I was so impressed with the foul balls I canôt even remember the outcome of the at-bat. I 
have no doubt that he could have started on any high school baseball team in Ohio. It was almost unfair at 
times that he didnôt get to test his abilities against players that received more accolades because I believe he 
could have hung right there with them, and outshone some of them. 

I truly believe that the best thing that a coach, or leader, can do at times is to stay out of the way. My 
first year as head baseball coach was 1997. Joe was a junior that year and our team was made up of juniors 
and seniors. There was a healthy competitive atmosphere between the two classes which, I believe, contrib-
uted to the success of that team. People lead in different ways. Some are vocal and some are not. Joe led in a 
more non-vocal way, going about his business and providing contributions at key times through plays in the 
field or the clutch hit at the plate. Coaches will sometimes look to their better players and tell them they have 
to be more vocal for the good of the team. Even in my youth and ignorance my main contribution to Joeôs 
leadership style was to leave him alone and let him lead as he chose. In looking back Iôm glad I didnôt make 
a young coach mistake in trying to saddle him with something that might have caused him to not achieve at 
the level at which he was capable. 

It was a true honor to be able to coach Joe. It is a bigger honor to be able to be inducted tonight with 
him. He has done things on athletic fields that I will ever do. More importantly he has turned out to be a suc-
cessful man, with a great family, and is a great father. As a coach that is the most important thing to me and I 
hope that I had some role in that success. Iôm very proud of him and I know his Grandpa Bill is looking 
down on him with pride as well.  

 
Thanks for the memories, 
Aric Fiscus, Lynchburg-Clay Head Coach (1997-2010) 





Coach Fiscus cele-
brates the 1997 Dis-
trict championship 
(left). 
 
Coach Fiscus during 
the 2009 season 
(right). 

Aric Fiscus 
Baseball Coach, 1997-2010 
Athletic Director, 1999-2006 

 
Aric Fiscus was employed by the Lynchburg-Clay School District from 1995-2010. 

During that time period, he taught students about the intricacies of civics and government in 
his social studies classroom. His teaching continued on the athletic field where he taught his 
players the importance of hard work, individual responsibility, and the value of setting goals. 
Aric served as Athletic Director and coached JV baseball and soccer, but he made his greatest 
impression as the Varsity baseball coach.  
 Aric Fiscus was named Varsity baseball coach for the 1997 season and coached 
through the 2010 season. During Aricôs 14 years as coach, the Lynchburg-Clay baseball pro-
gram won 7 Southern Hills Athletic Conference Championships (1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 
2005, 2006, 2010), 3 Sectional Championships (1997, 2000, 2001), and 1 District Champion-
ship (1997). He was named the Southern Hills Athletic Conference Coach of the Year 3 times 
(1999, 2005, 2010) and finished with a career coaching record of 182-103, making him the 
winningest coach in Lynchburg-Clay baseball program history. 34 baseball players were 
named to the All Southern Hills Athletic Conference team while Aric served as coach. 2 of 
his players would go on to play at the Division I college level. 
 Aric was more than just a baseball coach. He served as Athletic Director from 1999-
2006 and played an instrumental role in the creation of the existing outdoor athletic complex 
at the high school. During his tenure as AD, the baseball field, softball field, soccer field and 
concession stand/storage building were constructed. He was also the boys soccer coach from 
1995-1999. Although there was not an official SHAC soccer league at the time, the boys pro-
gram evolved into a contending team during that time period. 
 
In 2011, Aric was named the Principal of Ripley Elementary, where he stills serves today. His 
first wife, Jennifer, passed away in 2007. He and his current wife Becky and son PJ reside in 
the Lynchburg-Clay School District.  



Coach Fiscus was a central figure in my life for the duration of my four years in high school as I attended 
his classes and participated in sports.  He was calm when faced with disruptive students, player egos, and 
whatever else he encountered along the way.  In my time as a player, he was always supportive and encour-
aging, even if I was struggling on the mound, in the field, or at the plate.  I can't remember a time he yelled 
at me or was negative toward me in the heat of the moment.  I also had the pleasure of being one of his as-
sistant coaches on the varsity baseball team after I graduated from college. I took away some experiences 
from that time that I still use to this day as I help coach a 12U travel softball team year-round.  His example 
of calm leadership and enabling players to be confident in themselves is something I've tried to pass on to 
the young ladies I see week in and week out.  Congratulations on all of the league titles and your endeavors 
in education.   
--Andrew Mount, '97 
 
Baseball has been my life for as long as I can remember. I have had the great privilege to have such incredi-
ble coaches along the way. Aric Fiscus was more than a coach and teacher, Aric taught us how to be a fami-
ly man, a leader and that sometimes in life you get ñbad hopsò.  Good coaches are not easy to find. Coach 
Fiscus was more than a baseball guru and statistics analyst. He taught us how to read the game and react, 
how to have a baseball sense that came natural, and to truly love the game. Now that I am a coach I try to 
instill the lessons that Coach Fiscus shared with me. I am glad to have had you as a coach, but mostly as a 
friend. 
 --James Flowers, ó01 
 
Aric Fiscus was not only a great coach that demanded the best out of his players, but cared for their personal 
well-being also.  He instilled many values and principles in me that I still carry with me to this day.  One 
example of this was when my brother passed away and I was having trouble focusing on baseball.  He 
pulled me to the side and ensured that I "the person" not the baseball player/student, was dealing with this 
unfortunate event healthily.  I can't recall the exact words that he gave me, but I do remember that it moti-
vated and comforted me at the same time.  This is only one of the many great examples on how this man 
inspired me.    
Congratulations Coach! 
--Ky Covert, ó08 
 
First and foremost I would like to say congratulations on this wonderful accomplishment! I can now offi-
cially claim that I played for a Hall Of Fame Coach, although you were already a hall of famer in my book 
before tonight. You provided me with the best 4 years of my life in the game of baseball and Iôm glad we 
capped it off with a 2010 SHL Championship title. Those days will always be cherished. Playing for you, I 
learned how to be a leader and a good teammate on and off the diamond. You provided our team with out-
standing leadership and shaped us into winners and great men. It was an honor to play for you, my team-
mates and coaches Dennis West and Ben Higgins, what a hall of fame group! Go Mustangs! 
--Dalton Cox, ó10 
 
 
What a pleasure it was to have played for Coach Fiscus during my high school years. Fisc was an easy 
coach to play for ï his expectations were defined on day one and a culture of winning was established in 
guys older than me. Baseball is a game played mostly between the ears, and he taught us that physical mis-
takes are acceptable, but mental ones would not be tolerated. His message never wavered, from a team that 
started mostly freshman and saw few victories to the 2010 team that brought home a Gold Ball. He taught 
us to enjoy the moment, because even though that time of our lives felt like it would last forever, it would 
be gone in the blink of an eye. And it was. I look forward to passing on all that he taught me to the next gen-
eration of ballplayers. Iôm thankful to have gotten to play for him. Congratulations Coach Fiscus! 
--Dallas Puckett, ó11 



Aric and I first became good friends, having went through our high 
school years competing against each other and moving onto college.  
We could talk baseball or any other topic for quite a while. This is 
the part of what really makes him hall of fame criteria.  He is a good 
friend.  He asked me into the coaching circle to work with the JV 
team.   Thank you!  His laid-back style and his always-thinking 
mind made him the epitome of analysis (or over analysis) of the 
game.  The time given and his teamôs records speak to the success 
that he achieved.  His trip to the regional tournament still marks the 
only time that LC has achieved that goal. 
 I enjoy recounting the games versus his out of conference 
arch nemesisé..Adena.  I also enjoy thinking back to the stories of 
in-conference games with Eastern and Whiteoak.  Oh, how some of 
those went down to the last swing of the bat!  Speaking of the 
SHAC, in his 14 years at the helm, he won seven of those titles. 
Couple that with a sectional or two and a district title.  I know sever-
al area coaches who would like to have that stat line. 
 
Aric is very deserving of being inducted into the LC Hall of Fame.  
His coaching career at LC speaks volumes.  As a friend, I want to 
say congratulations. 
 
Garyn Waits, Lynchburg-Clay JV baseball coach  (2003-2010) and 
Varsity Baseball Coach (2011-2016) 

I started coaching with Coach Fiscus as the JV coach and later as a varsity assistant. During those years, the 
Lynchburg Clay baseball program continue to dominate the Southern Hills Athletic Conference. Aric was a 
young coach with a tremendous knowledge and respect for the game. His players respected him because he 
treated them as adults. Yet he had the patience needed to coach young men. 
 Aric was very good in preparing for an opponent. One of his best efforts came in a tournament game 
versus Frankfort Adena. Adena was a perennial contender for the state championship. Our team was good 
but not on Adena's level. Coach Fiscus decided to use multiple pitchers in the game so that the Adena batters 
would not have the opportunity to see the same pitchers twice. They would constantly be adjusting to a dif-
ferent style or speed. It worked well enough that we were winning with only one out to go in the seventh in-
ning. Unfortunately we committed an infield error which led to Adena winning the game, They went on to 
win the state championship. Even though we lost, Adena was impressed with way Coach Fiscus had prepared 
our team to compete with Adena.  

 Whenever I think of those years working with Aric, two memories are triggered. The first was his ri-
valry with Coach Veidt at Whiteoak. They were two of the best coaches in the league and year after year 
would be at the top of the league standings. They both hated to lose but they really despised losing to one 
another. You could always expect a close, highly contested game with each coach pulling out every trick to 
give his team the advantage. 

 The other memory was the road trips and the conversations that passed the time going to and from the 
games. Those conversations would invariably involve music and what groups were the most important to 
each of us as coaches. Wayne King, Ben Higgins, Garyn Waits and I would each have differing views but 
Aric always had only one. He was and is to this day, a die hard fan of the group "Styx". He has seen them 
countless times and is a fountain of knowledge on all things related to the group. It was fun to challenge his 
devotion to then. 

 Coach Fiscus was passionate about the game and his responsibilities as a coach. The program's suc-
cess was something he took very seriously. His record during those years was one of the best in the state. 
Congratulations to him on his well-deserved induction into the Lynchburg Clay Hall of Fame. 

--Dennis West, long-time assistant coach for Coach Fiscus 



2000 
15-5 

SHAC Champions 
Sectional Champions 

1999 
18-4 

SHAC Champions 
SHAC Coach of the Year 

2001 
11-8 

Sectional Champions 

1998 
16-3 

SHAC Champions 

1997 
22-5 record 

Sectional and District 
Champions 


