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Lynchburg-Clay Athletic Department
6762 SE. 134 South
Lynchburg, OH 45142
Phone (937) 364-2250, 11180
Fax (937) 364-6133

One of the pleasures of being Athletic Director 15 planning the
anmual Hall of Fame imnduction. Each vear, I research the inductees and
equybuﬁrmmbamgmdhmgabuﬁth&hma This year 15 no
dafferent While I remember the townament run of the 2002-03 Lady
Mustang basketball team I had forgotten a lot about the regular season In
the years leading up the 2002-03 season, the Lady Mustangs had routinely
fimshed near the top of the Southern Hills League, but conld not dethrone
Eastern who had not lost a league game since the 1999 season. After losing
a non-league game to Eastern after Chnstmas, the Lady Mustangs would
nse to the top of the conference wath their win over Eastern on Febrary 6.

The 200203 Lady Mustang were a diverse group of girds. There
were 3 semiors, 4 jumors, 1 sophomore and 4 freshmen  Despite the varying
ages, thys group was extremely close. Multiple players have sent stornes and
comneents about the relafbionships that were developed during the season.
Words hike “selflessness”, “jov,” and “fammly” were common words that
were used to descnbe the season. That commitment would prove to be
important to their success due to weather 155ues. In order to complete an
undefeated SHL. season, the girls would have to play two league games 1n
the mdst of thewr towrmament ran. They defeated Fayetteville after wanming
the sectional championship and defeated Peebles 1n between the twro
regional towmnament Fames. In addibon to ther fammly hke atmosphere, they
were a very talented group. That combination of talent lead fo a 10 game
and a 12 game winnmg streak dunng the season. The 2002-23 Lady
Mustangs fimshed the year as undefeated SHL. champions, Sechonal and
Dhstnet Chammons and Begional BEynners-Up.

The 200203 Lady Mustangs were a perfect combimation of talent,
compuiment, and detenmmnation. They had strong senior leader=lnp, talented
underclazsmen, and above all, a commutment to each other. The 20M2-03
Lady Mustanps are a great additon to the Lynchwrg-Clay Athletic Hall of
Fame Congratulations to the team on their mduchon

Mark Faust
Lynchburg-Clay Athlatic Director




2002-2003 Lynchburg-Clay Lady Mustangs
23-3
Undefeated Southern Hills League Champions
Sectional & District Champions, Regional Runners-Up

g

Score
62-19
4745
5245
54-17
67-32
62-23
57-30
50-19
63-39
79-26
55-32
67-44
74-17
50-39
5544
70-31
60-42
44-29
6343
65-29

Date Opponent
11123 (@ Hillsboro
1126 (@ Georgetown
1272 Western Brown
12/9 @ Ripley
1212 {@ Favetteville
12/14 Peebles

12/16 (@ Manchester
1219 West Union
1/4 Paint Valley
1/6 (@ Fairfield

1/9 North Adams
111 Manchester
1/13 {@ East Clinton
124 (@ Whiteoak
1/25 (@ Eastern
1/30 Fairfield

23 Whiteoak

26 Eastern

222 Fayetteville
3/3 (@ Peebles

f58S89rSs S8 58

Sectional Tournament (Adena HS)
212 Southeastern W 5325
2/20 Zane Trace 4831

District Tournament (Waverly HS)

2125 New Lexington W 5727
3n Ironton 4743
Regional Tournament (Lancaster HS)

3/5 St. Clairsville w 52.45
3/8 Huntington L 41-39 (OT)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
LYNCHBURG-CLAY LADY MUSTANGS




L-Clay topples Zane Trace to take title

M Lady Mustangs’ tough defense leads to 48-31 sectional tournament victory

By LORI BOATMAN
Times-

FRANKFORT — Lynchburg-
Clay made two things very clear
to Zane Trace’s Lady Pioneers in
the first quarter of their sectional
championship game Thursday
evening: the Mustangs had
brought a rock-solid defense to
Adena High  School, and in addi-
tion, you should think twice
before shooting anywhere close
to Whitney Lewis.

After rattling the Pioneers
early in the contest, the No. 3
seeded L-C went on to grab a 48-
31 win from the No. 2 seed, and a
sectional title.

“I knew the girls could do it
no matter how they were seeded.
They proved it,” Lynchburg-Clay
Head Coach Linda Hatten said.

Lewis, a junior forward for L-
Clay, blocked four shots in the
opening eight minutes of the
game, while racking up
nine points, five from the
perimeter, for a 13-4 lead at
the buzzer.

The Lady Pioneers were
held scoreless until the two
minute mark thanks to a
relentless Lynchburg
defense. Lewis went on to
become the game’s leading
scorer with 24 points, while
grabbing 13 rebounds,
blocking eight shots and
dishing out three assists.

Karen Diehl, Zane
Trace’s star sophomore for-
ward who scored 17 points
Thursday, tossed in her first
basket of the night to open
the second stanza, and she
followed that shot with
another for a 13-8 game.
That’s when Hatten decided
to try something different in
an attempt-to shut Diehl
down.

The change didn’t work.

Cassi Wertman, a ZT
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junior, nailed two consecutive
three pointers to suddenly give her
team its first lead of the evening,
14-13. Hatten called a timeout
with just over two minutes to go in
the first half to regroup.

The Lady Mustangs revived
themselves. Lewis and Diehl trad-
ed buckets before Lynchburg’s
Codi Hatten, a sophomore, and
senior Tiffany Sandlin each
scored for a 19-15 lead at half-
time.

“In the second quarter we tried
something different as far as
defense,” Hatten said. “We shut
down in one area of what we
were trying to do. We went from
man-to-man to a zone to keep the
Diehl girl from driving, and when
we did, we had some miscommu-
nication and one of the girls was
not in the zone and left that girl
wide open for the three. We were
just trying to give them a differ-
ent look when they started scor-

Lori Boatman/The Times-Gazette

Lynchburg-Clay senior Ashli Smith poses after cutting
down the net at Adena High School Thursday.

ing, and it just didn’t work so we
went back to a man-to-man and
stayed in it.”

Although the Mustangs’ lead
had been narrowed, their confi-
dence had not been diminished.

Lewis and senior Natasha
Mullins exited the locker room

tand quickly put up four points.

Diehl was fouled on her next
shot, which went through the net,
and she completed the three-point
play. After snatching an offensive
board, Lewis put the score at 25-
19 with her putback. Wertman
answered with a shot, but Lewis
threw in another.

Since the Mustangs weren’t
giving Zane Trace any open
looks, Diehl began driving inside,
and she drew another foul for two
more points at the line.

With a minute to go in the
third period, L-C went on an 8-1
run that put the Pioneers away for
good. Mullins, who handed out

three assists in the game,
began the attack, then
Lewis was fouled and
made one from the stripe.
Hatten, also with three
| assists on the night, tossed
in another bucket, before
Diehl went 1 for 2 from the
line for Zane Trace’s point.
Lewis closed the third by
¢ | driving to the bucket, draw-
| ing the foul, and making
f| the free throw with two
seconds remaining for a
35-24 score heading into
the final quarter.

The Mustangs kept on
rolling in the fourth.
Mullins, Lewis, Hatten and
Sandlin were all significant
offensive threats, while
tough defense by L-C’s
other senior Ashli Smith
and junior Megan Fittro
made it impossible for the
Pioneers to catch up.

With four minutes to go
in the game, Diehl brought
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Lori Boatman/The Times-Gazette

Whitney Lewis (21) grabs the ball after blocking a Karen Diehl (34) shot
Thursday. Teammate Codi Hatten (23) is also shown.

Zane Trace the closest they would
get to the Mustangs when she
sank two shots in a row for a 42-
30 score. L-C kept the intensity
up and ZT only notched one
‘more point in the game, a foul
shot by Diehl, for a 48-31 final
score. Zane Trace ended the sea-
son with a 16-6 record.

“Whitney carried us the whole
first half, then some other girls
stepped up in the second half and
it was just a great team effort,”
Hatten said.

The Lady Mustangs, now. 20-2
on the season, will play their first
district contest Tuesday at 8 p.m.
at Waverly High School against
New Lexington, a team that was

5-11 at the time of the tourna-
ment drawing. New Lexington, a
No. 4 seed in the sectional tour-
nament, knocked off No. 1 seed-
ed Belpre Thursday night.
SCORE BY QUARTERS
LCHS — 136 16 13 — 48
ZTHS — 41287 — 31
INDIVIDUAL SCORING
Lynchburg-Clay — Sandlin,
3-3/4-9; Lewis, 9-5/9-24; Hatten,
4-0/0-8; Mullins, 2-3/6-7. Three
pointers: Lewis. Totals: 18-
11/19-48.
Zane Trace — Hutton, 0-0/1-
0; Wertman, 3-2/2-10; Renner, 1-
0/0-2; Diehl, 6-5/7-17; Zilli, 1-
0/0-2. Three pointers: Wertman,
2. Totals: 11-7/10-31.
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Mustangs tromp
on New Lexington

By LORI BOATMAN
The Times-Gazette

WAVERLY — The
Lynchburg-Clay Lady Mustangs
(20-2) ran away with their dis-
trict semifinal contest Tuesday

Lori Boatman/ The Times-Gazette

evening, crushing the New
Lexington Panthers 57-27.
“These girls played great
together,” Lynchburg-Clay Head
Coach Linda Hatten said. “It was
a good win and a good game for

The Mustangs will move on to
the district final match at 3 p.m.
Saturday afternoon in Waverly,
where they will face Ironton (17-
4). Ironton ended Eastern
Brown’s season Tuesday evening
in a close game that saw the
Lady Tigers come out ahead, 63-
57

Six different Lady Mustangs
helped their team jump out to an
18-8 lead by the end of the first
quarter. Senior Tiffany Sandlin
started things with two quick
baskets, while junior Whitney
Lewis, senior Ashli Smith and
sophomore Codi Hatten came
through midway through the
period. Senior Natasha Mullins
finished strong with five points in
less than a minute, and Lewis
added another field goal for the
10-point advantage.

Mullins, who ended the night
-with 13 points, five assists and
six rebounds, was the strong
point for L-C in the opening min-
utes. She controlled the ball,
dished out several assists, and
had numerous baseline saves.

Although the Mustangs held
the Lady Panthers (8-15) to just
five points in the second - a two
and a three pointer - they strug-
gled to keep their offense going.
Lewis, L-C’s leading scorer who
ended the game with 17 points,
nine rebounds, three steals and

TROMP: L-Clay
will meet Ironton
Saturday at 3 p.m.

Continued from Page 1B

evening for a 27-13 edge at
halftime.

Along with Lewis, junior
Megan Fittro soon found herself
in foul trouble. She was called
for her third foul 25 seconds
into the third quarter. Lewis saw
limited playing time, but her
teammates picked up where she
left off.

After the Panthers narrowed
their deficit to eight points by
making a quick 8-2 run to start
the second half, L-C put it in
gear. Mullins, Lewis and
Sandlin combined for 10
straight points, and Mullins
answered a New Lexington bas-
ket to close the third with a 41-
23 lead.

Sandlin also put in an
impressive performance
Tuesday, tossing in 10 points,
pulling down nine rebounds and
handing out seven assists.

Although Hatten had several
reserve players in the ball game,
L-Clay’s offense remained
strong. The Mustangs outscored
NL 12-2 by the midway point in
the final period. That attack was
led by freshman Heather Stagge,
who notched six points in just

three minutes. Lewis added

eight points in the fourth, and

the Mustangs soundly put away

their district opponent, 57-21.
“I was in hopes that I'd get

to play some of my younger

girls,” Hatten said. “Stagge’s a

scorer, and it’s good when I can

get them all in and they can
score.”

Ironton, L-C’s opponent
Saturday, is a big team that
knocked off a very talented
Eastern Brown group.

“It’s going to be a big one,”
Hatten said about her team’s
next competition. “We’ll have to
play well. They are big and
good, but we feel we can play
with anyone.”

SCORE BY QUARTERS
LCHS — 189 14 16 — 57
NLHS — 85104 — 27

INDIVIDUAL SCORING
Lynchburg-Clay — A. Smith,

2-0/0-5; Sandlin, 5-0/0-10;

Lewis, 8-1/3-17; Hatten, 2-0/0-4;

Stagge, 3-0/0-6; Fittro, 1-0/0-2;

Mullins, 5-3/3-13. Three point-

ers: A. Smith. Totals: 26-4/6-57.

New Lexington — Edwards,
8-2/4-19; Davis, 0-0/2-0;
Halaiko, 1-0/0-2; Fisher, 2-2/2-
6. Three pointers: Edwards.
Totals: 11-4/8-27.

two blocked shots, began and fin-
ished the quarter with buckets,
but she also picked up her third
foul just seconds before the first
half ended. :

Hatten threw in two more
points, and Ashli Smith nailed

Lady Mustang Tiffany Sandlin goes up strong during tournament action last week

at Chillicothe. Sandlin had 10 points, nine boards and seven assists Tuesday.

L-Clay Lady Mustangs
claim district title

B Codi Hatten puts in best performance of career to help L-C take Ironton

Lori Boatman/ The Times-Gazette

Ironton’s Andrea Rudmann (5) was an outside shooting threat Saturday by scor-
ing 13 points. However, shooters like Ashli Smith (10) and Megan Fittro (30)
stepped up for coach Linda Hatten’s team to win 47-43.

By LORI BOATMAN
The Times-Gazette

WAVERLY — Linda Hatten
and her Lady Mustangs had a
game plan going into Saturday’s
district final game against the
Ironton Lady Tigers ... and it
worked.

The Lynchburg-Clay team did
exactly what they had planned
and shut down the Tigers in the
paint, for an extremely close 47-
43 win. The Mustangs are now
headed to the regionals, where
they will face St. Clairsville
Wednesday evening at 8 p.m.

“Even though it wasn’t a typi-
cal offensive night, the girls
fought til the very end — they
never gave up — and they did
what we planned before we came
here and that was to shut
(Ironton’s) two big girls down,”
Hatten said after Saturday’s big
victory. “If they were going to
beat us, they were going to do so
with someone else scoring the
points. We were successful,
because we did it, we shut those
girls down.”

The two girls the Lady
Mustangs focused on were 6-0
senior Candace Ferguson and 6-0
freshman Sara Hacker, who
together only put up 17 points for
Ironton. However, Andrea
Rudmann and Ashley Hannon
made the ball game a nail biter.
They put up the outside shots
that the Lady Tigers needed if

the Mustangs’ only trey of the

Please see TROMP, Page 2B

Ashley Hannon, (14) who had four three pointers for Ironton, puts some pressu:3

Lori Boatman/The Times-Gazet.2

on Lynchburg-Clay’s Whitney Lewis, who scored 13 points and'had 11 boards.

they were going to beat
Lynchburg-Clay. But, those two
players’ 25 points wasn’t enough.

Lynchburg-Clay sophomore
Codi Hatten and junior Whitney
Lewis each put up 13 points, and
four other players made the big
shots when they were needed to
hold on for the win.

Lewis, who had a double-dou-
ble on the night with 11 rebounds
and four assists to go with her
scoring, put in the first bucket of
the game after two minutes of

play. But, there weren’t many of
those in the first quarter. Hacker
nailed a three, but Lady Mustan;
senior Ashli Smith came right
back down the floor and did the
same for a 5-3 lead. Ferguson
tied the game with a basket, wit!
four minutes to go in the first.
Both teams’ defense remained
strong, but junior Megan Fittro
stole an open look from the
Tigers and hit a shot with less

Please see TITLE, Page 2B

TITLE: Mustangs will take on
St. Clairsville Wednesday night

Continued from Page 1B

than a minute to go to give the Lady Mustangs a 7-5 lead after one
period.

Hannon threw in her first of four three pointers, and Hacker scored
when Lynchburg left her wide open under the bucket to quickly gain a
10-7 advantage.

That's when Hatten began her awesome offensive game. She
brought her team back to within one, and went on to make up the dif-
ference on thesscoreboard for a heavily guarded Lewis. Hatten also
pulled down eight rebounds in the game.

“I don’t give the kid very much credit, because moms and dads
don’t do that too often, but Codi big spark and she played a
heck of a ball game — she was a big difference,” coach Hatten said
about her daughter. “She really stepped up tonight, and she can play
like that. I hope she continues for these games coming up.”

After Hatten’s shot, Ironton went on a 6-0 run for a 16-9 edge with
three minutes to go in the half, but the Mustangs bounced back.
Hatten nailed a huge three to stop the Tigers’ attack, then Le:
fouled on a three-point attempt and sank all three foul shots.
scored again, then pulled down a key rebound on the other end of the
floor with under 10 seconds left. The junior forward brought the ball
down the floor, seemingly setting up a play, then launched a trey with
just a couple ticks of the clock remaining that soared through the net.

As the buzzer sounded, the Mustangs headed to the locker room
with a ton of momentum and a 20-16 lead.

Senior Tiffany Sandlin kept things going in the third when she
stepped on the floor and immediately hit from behind the arc. Hacker
was fouled twice under the basket in between a Fittro score, but she
was only able to make 2 of 4 attempts.

As Lewis handled the ball on the other end, Hatten cut to the bas-
ket and was given the ball. She made the shot and was fouled, missed
the free throw, but gave her team a 27-18 edge.

The Lady Tigers came right back, though, and went on a 10-2 run
that began and ended with three pointers to cut their deficit to one
point, 29-28, at the end of the third. L-C’s two points during that
attack came from Hatten.

Things didn’t look so good for the Mustangs at the beginning of
the final stanza. Hannon, who had ended the third with a trey, tossed
in another long shot to regain the lead, 31-29. After Fittro tied things
up and Hatten put L-C ahead, Hannon came right back down the floor
and knocked her fourth three of the day in. R

However, Ashli Smith retaliated with a three of her own for a 36-
34 advantage. Again, foul shooting hurt Ironton. Rudmann was fouled
three times, but made only 4 of her 6 attempts, while the Mustangs
answered each time with two.

After Lewis and senior Natasha Mullins went a perfect 4 of 4 from
the stripe, the Mustangs found themselves up six points with just
under two minutes to go.-Ferguson made two from the line, and
Rudmann dropped in a shot for a 44-42 score, but when Sandlin was
fouled, she found the net both times for a four-point lead.

Tronton’s Danielle Henderson missed her chance to cut Ironton’s
deficit in half when she made only 1 of 2 charity tosses, with under a
minute remaining, and Lynchburg sealed their 47-43 victory at the
line.

The Lady Mustangs, now 21-2, are now one of the “Sweet 16”
teams heading to the regional tournament. They will compete against
St. Clairsville in the regional semifinal Wednesday evening at 8 p.m.
Pre-sale tickets, which Lynchburg-Clay gets a certain percentage of
proceeds from, are on sale at the high school, middle school, Smith’s
Marathon in Lynchburg, Terry’s Grocery and Buford Restaurant. The
team will also make up a regular scason game with Peebles tonight on
the road at 6 p.m.

SCORE BY QUARTERS

LCHS — 713918 —47

THS — 5111215 —43
INDIVIDUAL SCORING

Lynchburg-Clay — A. Smith, 2-0/0-6; Sandlin, 1-2/4-5; Lewis, 3-
6/7-13; Hatten, 6-0/1-13; Fittro, 4-0/0-8; Mullins, 0-2/2-2. Three
pointers: Smith, 2; Sandlin, 1; Lewis, 1; Hatten, 1. Totals: 16-10/14-
47.

Ironton — Rudmann, 4-4/6-13; Henderson, 0-1/2-1; Hannon, 4-
0/0-12; Ferguson, 2-2/2-6; Hacker, 4-2/4-11. Three pointers:
Rudmann, 1; Hannon, 4; Hacker, 1. Totals: 14-9/14-43.







