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Dear Cristo Rey Philadelphia Friends and Family,

For those of you who celebrated the Easter holiday this past weekend, I hope it was filled with
hope. Shortly after the celebration of the Resurrection, we, as a community of believers, learned of
the passing of Pope Francis. I hope and pray that Pope Francis may rest in peace and that the
College of Cardinals, tasked with the election of the next leader of the Catholic Church, leads with
the spirit of Pope Francis in mind.

Back in October, I wrote to you sharing the news that Dr. Flannery O’Connor, founding team
member and our current Principal, would be stepping down at the end of the school year after 13-
plus years of dedication to Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School. Her commitment to our mission
has always been steadfast and for that we will be forever grateful. From recruiting our first
families to this great dream of ours, to teaching religion, to leading our Academic team through
the pandemic and beyond, Flannery has remained truly focused on our mission—a better
educational opportunity for our students!

After a comprehensive search and intentional interview
process that included various stakeholders from our
community, including students, parents, staff, academic
professionals from the Cristo Rey Network, and our
Trustees, I am proud to announce that Mrs. Liz Blessing
will be the third Principal of Cristo Rey Philadelphia High
School.

As a community, we are very excited to have Liz join our
team and we are confident that she will help us continue
to better improve our students for college and beyond.
She is passionate about creating quality learning
experiences in which all students can learn at high levels.
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Liz is no stranger to the Cristo Rey Network and mission, as she served as Vice Principal of
Academics at Cristo Rey Boston High School. She has also taught and served in administrative
leadership roles at Jesuit high schools in Boston and DC, the Singapore American School, the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and, most recently, as Principal of Mount Saint Joseph Academy in
Flourtown, PA. She completed her undergraduate studies at Fordham University in Spanish and
holds a Masters from Harvard University in instructional leadership. Liz is fluent in Spanish and
is excited to build relationships with students, families, faculty, staff, and Corporate Work-Study
Partners to continue to support academic excellence to and through college.

With this exciting news regarding next year, we are still very much focused on finishing this year
strong. Spring is here, the Class of 2025 is making their college selections before the national May
1 College Decision Deadline, and Graduation is just around the corner. If you're able, we would
love for you to join us at McCarthy Field at LaSalle University on Friday, June 6th at 6pm! It is
sure to be a tremendous evening. If not in June, we hope to see you over the summer, when
Horizons will be in full swing with 9o children calling Horizons at Cristo Rey Philadelphia home
for six weeks.

In Blue Pride,
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Tom Shoemaker
President & CEO
Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School
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