
7TH GRADE REQUIRED SUMMER READING

DIRECTIONS: Read Fish Cheeks by Amy Tan and 
complete the following tasks on the outside of a 
new box of tissues (cube preferred). Students may 
write/draw by hand or print out typed/digital art. Be 
creative!

It is due before the first progress report in the 1st 9 weeks of the 25-26 school year. This is 

required for all students enrolled in Advanced 7th Grade Reading and Language Arts. Specific 

dates will be communicated during the first week of school.

If you are unable to get a tissue box, complete the following requirements on paper and ask 

your teacher to help you get a tissue box once you return to school.

TISSUE BOX STORY PROJECT

SIDE 1: ILLUSTRATION - Design/create an illustration that represents the story in some way. Be sure 

to include the title of the story and the author’s full name.

SIDE 2: CHARACTERIZATION - Identify the PROTAGONIST (main character) in the story. Include the 

character’s name and a brief description of the character. Include one piece of text evidence about or 

from your character.

SIDE 3: THEME - What is the overall message or biggest takeaway that any reader can take away from 

the story. This should be a full paragraph (4+ sentences). Please bold or underline the theme and then 

explain how it is shown/demonstrated throughout the story.

SIDE 4: MINI AUTHOR STUDY - Should we read more of Amy Tan’s writing? Why or Why not? Find 

some other writings of Amy Tan’s. You can read excerpts of her writings, summaries, recommendations 

or even read an entire book of hers! Include at least 1 source, your opinion and an explanation for your 

opinion. 

**Your work should be in YOUR OWN WORDS. All work is subject to a conference. Plagiarism 
will result in a zero.***


