JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL
Regular Meeting
Official Minutes

School board meeting on Monday, March 17, 2025 at 5:30 pm in the Thompson
Community room at the Middle School, 203 2 Ave SE, Jamestown, ND.

Present: Heidi Larson, President, Dan Tweten, Vice President, Jamie Bear,
Melissa Gleason, Owen McKenna, Jacob Meier, Aaron Roberts, Jason Rohr, Steve
Veldkamp, Superintendent, Robert Lech and Kristi Grounds, Business Manager.

Guests: Catherine Scott and Hattie McDonald.

President Larson called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience, Jason
Linz, Jamestown Video and Amy Neustel, Administrative Assistant.

Public Communication by Catherine Scott, requesting the policy pertaining to
foreign exchange students be changed. She would like to have the wording changed to
allow out of district families to apply for open enrollment for foreign exchange students.

Mr. Roberts declared a conflict of interest due to wife is a teacher. Mr. Meier
declared a conflict of interest due to wife is a teacher.

Mr. Veldkamp moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the consent agenda
which consisted of March 3, 2025 regular board meeting minutes, March 3, 2025
Professional Development-Curriculum committee meeting minutes, February 19, 2025
Health Insurance Committee meeting minutes, payment of bills, pledged securities,
open enroliment of Litchville-Marion School 8™ grade student and Barnes County North
School 8" grade student to attend Jamestown School for the 2025-2026 school year,
and the Little Blue Jays Nest Childcare Program Handbook. Roll call with unanimous
“‘yes” vote. Motion carried.

Hattie McDonald, President of student council, reported the Junior class is
planning the prom which is on Saturday, March 22, 2025.

Craig Hashbarger and Jonathan Worrall, Widmer Roel Associates, reported via
Teams on the 2023-2024 audit report. Mr. Hashbarger reported that this being the initial
audit with Jamestown Public School, there was a learning curve for both parties.
Widmer Roel Associates did a single audit according to federal guidelines on the Title |
grant. No findings for this report. Two internal control material weaknesses: audit
adjustments and difference in cash balances from CDs. The audit team worked with the
district office team to correct and explain how to move forward in the two areas. Mrs.
Bear moved, seconded by Mr. Tweten to approve the audit for the 2023-2024 school
year. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Dr. Lech reported on the Strategic Focus 3: Engagement of Learning Goal 2.
Vital Network survey showed we need to improve the work load management which
rated under 5. Elementary buildings were the closest to the target, Middle school was
close to the district average and the High School was under the target and district level.
The district has reviewed and wants to know how to use the time better. The committee
is looking at more effective meetings, sub teacher pool increase, assisting Special
Education teachers to complete paperwork, increase collaboration time for different
departments, build benefits and salary for teachers, scheduling for each of the schools
to better fit the needs for teachers. Mr. Tweten moved, seconded by Mr. Roberts to



approve the Strategic Focus 3: Engagement of Learning Goal 2. Roll call with
unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Dr. Lech reported the public comment question will be reviewed and a
recommendation in his superintendent’s report next meeting.

Dr. Lech reviewed details of the change orders for the James Valley Career and
Technology Center.

Dr. Lech reported finalizing the Washington FAQ, working on the family letter, and
setting up a resource center with information regarding the process and changes on the
website. The last teacher was assigned, and other staff members will be placed soon.

Dr. Lech reported the Nation’s Report Card is federal NAEP testing of 4t and 8t
graders. The report card showed the outstanding job being done by North Dakota
public schools. North Dakota ranked #3 in 4" grade math and ranked #2 in 8" grade
math in the Nation. North Dakota ranked #7 in 4" grade reading and ranked #12 in 8t
grade reading in the Nation. This validates that our ND teachers, schools and
communities are doing a great job.

Dr. Lech reported on several legislative bills to watch.

Dr. Lech spotlighted Kaydence Golding, an 8" grade student who earned the first
state championship ever in girls wrestling for the Blue Jays.

Mr. Roberts moved, seconded by Mr. Veldkamp to approve the change order #6
for the light switches and change order #7 for the condensing unit for the James Valley
Career and Technology Center expansion. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion
carried.

Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the 2025 summer school
fee and salary schedule. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Tweten moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the budget revisions:

The budget revisions reflect the actual 2023/24 carry-over for federal grants and
adjustments to expenses to reflect actual spending, new grant revenue and expenses
(HQIM/Choice Ready/ARP Homeless from “extra” ESSER funds) and the final property
tax adjustment from October 2024. Revenue increased $221,689.45 and expenses
increased $220,700.98 for a net increase of $988.47. Roll call with unanimous “yes”
vote. Motion carried.

Mrs. Ground provided the general fund balance sheet and monthly financial
reports for the board members to review.

Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. Meier to approve the resignations of
2024-2025 second semester extended contracts for Kimberly Carpenter, Shelly
Moltzen, Denise Wood, Cody Mickelson, Colton Altringer, Jason Carroll, Cassandra
Reidburn, Reagan Celaya, Lynn Kosel, Tim Ranum, Karla Rosairo, Denise Thom,
Marchel Krieger and Zeb Willer. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Rohr moved, seconded by Mr. Tweten to approve the resignations of Reagan
Celaya, Faith Justesen, and Steve Justice at the conclusion of the 2024-2025 school
year. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. Veldkamp to approve the hire of Mariane
Parungao, Brian Knox, Morgan Bossingham, Morgan Haerer, and Preston Myers for the
2025-2026 school year upon a successful background check. Roll call with unanimous
“‘yes” vote. Motion carried.



Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. McKenna to approve the tuition
agreement for a 6" grade student to attend Montpelier Public School for the 2024-2025
school year. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

No further business, President Larson adjourned the meeting.
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358;MURCHIE, DYLAN ,560;NASSP,385;NBD LLC,139.35;ND COUNCIL EDUC LEADERS,110;ND
HIGH SCHOOL COACH ASSN,60;ND ROUGHRIDERS,252;NEIS SERVICES INC,9936.9;NITE TRAIN
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