Salinas Union High School District
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
Network Wireless Equipment E-RATE

USAC Form 470 # 250012759

Wireless, Integration, Configuration, and
Professional Services

Issuing Date: 1/8/2025
Due Date and Time: 2/5/2025 @ 3:00PM

Salinas Union High School District
431 W. Alisal Street
Salinas, CA 93901
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erate28@salinasuhsd.org
Salinas Union High School District

E-RATE YEAR 28 (2025/2026)

Service Provider Criteria and Contract Requirements

E-RATE SUPPLEMENTAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Signed copy to be returned with proposal and/or bid response (“Proposal’) in response to this

o n

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 established a fund by which Schools and Libraries (“Applicant” or
“Applicants”) across the Country could access discounts on eligible telecommunications products and
services. The program is commonly known as the E-rate Program. The eligibility for discounts on
internet access, telecommunications products and services, internal connection products, services and
maintenance is determined by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”). Funding is made
available upon application approval by the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”), which
was established by the Act. The amount of discount is based on the numbers of students eligible to
receive free and reduced price meals.

1) E-RATE CONTINGENCY
The project herein is contingent upon the approval of funding from the Universal Service

Fund’s Schools and Libraries Program, otherwise known as E-rate. Even after award of
Agreement(s) and/or E-rate funding approval is approved, the Applicant may or may not
proceed with the project, in whole or in part. Execution of the project, in whole or in part, is
solely at the discretion of the Applicant .

2) SERVICE PROVIDER REQUIREMENTS
The Applicant expects Service Providers to make themselves thoroughly familiar with any
rules or regulations regarding the E-rate program.

a. Service Providers are required to be in full compliance with all current rules and

requirements and future rules and requirements issued by the FCC and USAC throughout
the agreement period of any Agreement entered into as a result of this RFP/RFB/RFQ.

FY_2025 Wireless RFP Page 2



b. Service Providers are responsible for providing a valid Service Provider
Identification Number (“SPIN”). More information about obtaining a SPIN may be found at
this website: https://www.usac.org/e-rate/service-providers/step-1-obtain-a-spin/

c. Service Providers are responsible for providing a valid Federal Communications
Commission Registration Number (“FRN”) at the time the Proposal is submitted. More
information about obtaining an FRN may be found at this website:
https://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do

d. Service Providers are responsible for providing evidence of FCC Green Light Status at
the time the Proposal is submitted. Any potential Service Provider found to be in Red Light
Status must provide an explanation of the steps it is undertaking to be removed to Red
Light Status and the expected timeframe for resolution. A Service Provider's sustained Red
Light Status may be grounds for termination of the Agreement as it could prohibit the
Service Provider from providing E-rate discounts in a timely manner which would cause
harm to the Applicant. More information about FCC Red and Green Light Status may be
found at this website: http://www.fcc.gov/debt_collection/welcome.html

e. Products and services must be delivered before billing and E-rate discounting can
commence. At no time may the Service Provider invoice before July 1, 2025.

f. Prices must be held firm for the duration of the associated E-rate Funding Year(s) or
until all work associated with the project is complete (including any Agreement and
USAC-approved extensions).

g.  Goods and services provided shall be clearly designated as “E-rate Eligible.”
Non-eligible goods and services shall be clearly called out as 100% non-eligible or shall be
“cost allocated” to show the percentage of eligible costs per USAC guidelines.

h. For Category 2 services, within one (1) week of notification of award, the awarded
Service Provider must provide the Applicant a bill of materials using a completed and
most current and appropriate version of USACs “Bulk Upload Template” (formerly

known as the Item 21 attachment) located at

ng/. Subsequent schedules of values and invoices must match the Bulk Upload
Template and approved Funding Request Line Items or subsequent approved service
substitutions. If the service provider’s proposal consisted of pricing per eligible location,
a summary sheet and summary Bulk Upload Template must be provided to describe the
cumulative amount for all sites.
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i In the event of questions during an E-rate pre-commitment review,
post-commitment review and/or audit inquiry, the awarded Service Provider is expected
to reply within 3 days to questions associated with its proposal.

j. The awarded Service Provider is required to send copies of all forms and invoices to
the Applicant prior to invoicing USAC for pre-approval. Failure to comply with this
requirement may result in the Applicant placing the vendor on an “Invoice Check” with
the USAC: https://www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-process/invoicing/invoice-check/.

k.  Service providers must comply with the FCC rules for Lowest Corresponding Price
("LCP"). Further details on LCP may be obtained at USAC's website:
https://www.usac.org/e-rate/service-providers/step-2-responding-to-bids/lowest-corresp

onding-price/.

I. Service providers must not propose any equipment or services produced or provided by
companies, their parents, affiliates, and subsidiaries, found to pose a national security
threat to the integrity of communications networks or the communications supply chain

as required by FCC rules. See https://www.usac.org/about/reports-orders/supply-chain/.
Any proposed solution including Covered Equipment or Services as defined by the FCC will
be disqualified. If, after award of the project it is found Covered Equipment or Services are
included, the award and/or Agreement will be considered to be null and void. See
https://www.fcc.gov/supplychain for further information on FCC requirements.

m. SPAM and/or robotic responses will not be considered valid Proposals and will be
disqualified from consideration.

n. Any Service Provider proposals identifying contingency fees such as allocations for
change orders, tariffs, or other speculative fees not specifically called out for in the scope
and/or terms of the RFP/RFB/RFQ will automatically be included in the Proposal price and
subject to evaluation unless otherwise specified in the RFP/RFB/RFQ. Contingency fees
not pre-approved by the Applicant will not be allowed.

3) SERVICE PROVIDER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

a. The Service Provider acknowledges that no change in the products and/or services
specified in its proposal will be allowed without prior written approval from the Applicant
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and a USAC service substitution approval with the exception of a Global Service
Substitutions. See
https://www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-process/before-youre-done/service-substitutions/

b. The Service Provider acknowledges that all pricing and technology infrastructure
information in its Proposal shall be considered as public and non-confidential pursuant to
§54.504 (2)(i)(ii).

c. The Service Provider acknowledges that its offer is considered to be the lowest
corresponding price pursuant to § 54.511(b). Service Providers found not to be providing
Lowest Corresponding Price (LCP) may be required to repay any identified overcharges to
USAC. The Service Provider acknowledges that LCP is solely the service provider’s
responsibility and it will not hold the Applicant liable, or seek reimbursement from any
applicant, for any appeals, commitment adjustments or funding recoveries.

d. The Service Provider attests that its offer does not violate the FCC’s Supply Chain
certifications included in the FCC Form 473. Supply Chain requirements and certifications
can be viewed at USAC’s Website:
https://www.usac.org/about/reports-orders/supply-chain/.

e. This offer is in full compliance with USAC’s Free Services Advisory

y/. There are no free services offered that would predicate an artificial discount and

preclude the applicant from paying its proportionate non-discounted share of costs. The
Service Provider agrees to provide substantiating documentation to support this assertion
should the applicant, USAC, or the FCC request it.

4) STARTING SERVICES/ADVANCE INSTALLATION

Category 1 Services

The annual E-rate Funding Year begins on July 1 and expires on June 30 of each calendar year.
Regardless of the Agreement’s “effective date,” E-rate eligible goods and/or services
requested in this RFP/RFB/RFQ shall be delivered no earlier than the start of the 2025 funding
year (July 1, 2025). If Category 1 services (Telecommunication Services and Internet access)
will begin on or shortly after July 1 of a funding year, the service provider, in some cases, may
need to undertake some construction and installation work prior to the beginning of that
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funding year. Within the limitations indicated below, the infrastructure costs of a service
provider can be deemed to be delivered at the same time that the associated Category 1
services begin. That is, if services begin on July 1, then the delivery of service provider
infrastructure necessary for those services can be considered as also delivered on July 1.
However, NO INVOICING can take place prior to July 1 of the associated Funding Year.

Early Funding Conditions

Category 1
There are four conditions that must be met in order for USAC to provide support in a funding
year for Category 1 infrastructure costs incurred prior to that funding year.

Initiation of installation cannot take place before selection of the service provider
pursuant to a posted Form 470 and in any event no earlier than six months prior to
July 1 of the funding year.

The Category 1 service must depend on the installation of the infrastructure.

The underlying Category 1 service cannot have a service start date prior to July 1 of
the funding year.

No invoices can be submitted to USAC for reimbursement prior to July 1 of the
funding year.

For more information, please refer to the FCC Order involving the Nassau County Board of
Cooperative Educational Services (DA 02-3365 , released December 6, 2002). This FCC
decision only applies to Priority/ Category 1 services (telecommunications services and
Internet access).

The complete text can be found at the following URL:
https://www.usac.org/e-rate/applicant-process/starting-services/advance-installation/

Category 2
There are two conditions that allow USAC to provide support in a funding year for Category 2
Internal Connections (equipment and services) incurred prior to that funding year.

e Applicants may seek support for Category 2 eligible services purchased on or after
April 1, three months prior to the start of funding year on July 1. This will provide
schools with the flexibility to purchase equipment in preparation for the summer
recess and provide the maximum amount of time during the summer to install
these critical networks.
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® No invoices can be submitted to USAC for reimbursement prior to July 1 of the
funding year.

For more information, please refer to the FCC Report and Order and Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (FCC 14-99 , released July 23, 2014).

It is important to note NO FCC FORM 474 INVOICING can take place before the Funding
Commitment Decision Letter is issued, the FCC Form 486 is approved, and/or prior to July 1 of
the funding year.

5) INVOICING

a. The Service Provider agrees to bill and receive a portion of the payment for the
provisions of goods and services described herein directly from USAC via the FCC Form
474 Service Provider Invoice (SPI). The Applicant will only be responsible for paying its
non-discounted share of costs and does not intend to use the BEAR process (FCC Form
472). The maximum percentage the Applicant will be liable for is the pre-discount
amount minus the funded amount as shown on the FCC Form 471 Funding Request
Number (“FRN”) and associated FRN Line Items and any identified ineligible costs. Upon
the successful receipt or posting of a Funding Commitment Decision Letter from USAC and
submission, certification and USAC approval of FCC Form 486, the Applicant shall pay only
the discounted amount beginning with the billing cycle immediately following said
approval. Alternatively, should the Applicant decide that it is in the best interest of the
Applicant to file an FCC Form 472, the Applicant will inform the Service Provider of its
intent.

b. The Service Provider agrees that it will not invoice USAC for equipment or services that
have not been delivered to and accepted by the Applicant and installed. If equipment is
being drop-shipped to the Applicant and the Applicant is responsible for installing the
equipment, the Service Provider may not invoice USAC until equipment is received and
accepted by the Applicant.

C. All Service Provider invoicing to USAC must be completed within 120 days from
the last day of service. Should the Service Provider fail to invoice USAC in a timely manner,
the Applicant will only be responsible for paying its non-discounted share.

6) ECC/USAC AUDITS
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The E-rate program requires that all records be retained for at least ten (10) years from the
last date of service provided on a particular funding request. The Service Provider hereby
agrees to retain all books, records, and other documents relative to any Agreement resulting
from this RFP/RFB/RFQ for ten (10) years after final payment. The Applicant, its authorized
agents, and/or auditors reserves the right to perform or have performed an audit of the
records of the Service Provider and therefore shall have full access to and the right to
examine any of said materials within a reasonable period of time during said period.

7) PR REMENT OF ADDITIONAL DS AND/OR SERVICES AND AGREEMENT TERM
During the term of any Agreement resulting from this RFP/RFB/RFQ, the Applicant may elect
to procure additional or like goods and/or services offered by the Service Provider t. Such
services shall be negotiated and obtained via an official amendment to this Agreement and
approval by the Applicant's Governing Board. All terms, conditions, warranties, obligations,
maintenance and support of said goods or services shall have a coterminous expiration date
with the original date of this Agreement. The Applicant shall not enter into a separate
Agreement for said goods or services. Service Providers must state in their proposal that they
acknowledge, accept and are in agreement with coterminous expiration conditions.

I, the undersigned, as an authorized agent of (Service Provider

Name), hereby certify that | have read the E-rate Supplemental Terms and Conditions, am fully compliant
and intend to cooperate with the E-rate process as outlined above.

Signature: Title:

Phone Number: Email:

Service Provider Name:

Service Provider FCC Registration Number:
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Service Provider Identification Number:

PROPOSAL FORM

Salinas Union High School District
|.T. Department

431 W. Alisal Street.

Salinas, CA 93901

Re: Request for Proposal # USAC Form 470 # 250012759
To: Members of the Governing Board

The undersigned, doing business under the full and complete legal firm name as set forth below, having examined
the Notice to Proposers, Proposal Form, Instructions to Proposers, the General Conditions, the Specifications, the
Agreement, and all other documents forming a part of the Proposal package for the above-referenced proposal;
hereby proposes to perform the Agreement, including all of its component parts, and to furnish all materials called
by them for the entire order for the prices set forth in the quotation sheets contained in said proposal package.
The entire proposal package is submitted, together with this Proposal Form.

Name of Company

Legal Status

(i.e., Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation)
Tax |.D. Number

(Sole Proprietorship only)

Service Provider Indent. No. (SPIN)

Address:

Authorized Representative:

Signature

Name (print or type)

Title
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CONTRACTOR'S CERTIFICATE REGARDING

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

Labor Code Section 3700 in relevant part provides:

Every employer except the State shall secure the payment of compensation in one or more of the
following ways:

(a) By being insured against liability to pay compensation in one or more insurers duly authorized to
write compensation insurance in this State.

(b) By securing from the Director of Industrial Relations and certificate of consent to self-insure,
which may be given upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the Director of Industrial Relations of
ability to self-insure and to pay any compensation that may become due to his employees.

| am aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the Labor Code which require every employer to be
insured against liability for workers' compensation or to undertake self-insurance in accordance with the
provisions of that code, and | will comply with such provisions before commencing the performance of
the work of this contract.

Proper Name of Bidder

By

(In accordance with Article 5 (commencing at Section 1860), Chapter 1, Part 7,
Division 2 of the Labor Code, the above certificate must be signed and filed with the awarding body prior
to performing any work under this contract.)
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“NONCOLLUSION AFFIDAVIT”

State of California |
County of ] ss.

]

, being first duly sworn, deposes

(Name)
and says that he or she is

(Title)
of

(Name of Company)
the party marking the foregoing bid that the bid is not made in the interest of, or on behalf of, any undisclosed
person, partnership, company, association, organization, or corporation; that the proposal is genuine and not
collusive or sham; that the proposer has not directly or indirectly induced or solicited any other proposer to put in
a false or sham proposal, and has not directly or indirectly colluded, conspired, connived, or agreed with any
proposer or anyone else to put in a sham proposal, or that anyone shall refrain from bidding; that the proposer
has not in any manner, directly or indirectly, sought by agreement, communication, or conference with anyone to
fix the proposal price of the proposer or any other proposer, or to fix any overhead, profit, or cost element of the
proposal price, or of that of any other proposer, or to secure any advantage against the public body awarding the
contract of anyone interested in the proposed contract; that all statements contained in the proposal are true;
and, further, that the proposer has not, directly or indirectly, submitted his or her proposal price or any
breakdown thereof, or the contents thereof, or divulged information or data relative thereto, or paid, and will not
pay, any fee to any corporation, partnership, company, association, organization, proposal depository, or to any
member or agent thereof to effectuate a collusive or sham proposal.”
| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on , 20 at California.

Signature

Attach Notary Certificate
Title
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PROSPECTIVE SERVICE PROVIDERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING:

Three (3) references describing Service Provider’s portfolio experience with comparable projects within a
K-12 customer market; Service Provider’s SPIN number; and Service Provider’s FCC

Registration Number (FRN). Failure by Service Provider to supply these documents shall be considered
grounds for disqualification.

Service Provider must meet the following qualifications to be considered for award. Documentation
regarding the following qualifications MUST be included in the Service Provider’s proposal. Non-inclusion
of applicable documents is basis for disqualification.

1. When providing electronic equipment quotes for switches/hubs/routers, Service Provider must
have at least 1 Certified Engineer or equivalent on staff.

2. If requested by the Applicant, Service Provider must be willing to have employees fingerprinted.

3. All product pricing provided for Form 471 purposes must be functional equivalent or better, once
the Applicant has received USAC approval for purchase.

4, Service Provider shall provide references for staff to be associated with project work and
implementation.

5. Service Provider shall provide one (1) original RFP Response, including the summary sheet and on
one (1) USB thumb drive by the proposal due date.

The Applicant reserves the right to reject any or all quotation submittals and to waive any informalities
or regularities. The Service Provider’s quotation submission is a recognition of this right.

In addition, the Applicant reserves the right to fund, (proceed with project or purchase) or not to fund,
regardless of E-Rate approval.

KEY DATES AND TIMELINE:

RFP ACTIVITY DATES
RFP Released (e-Rate Cat. 2 Network) January 8, 2025
Questions due by bidders January 22,2025 @ 3:00PM
District amendments final date January 27, 2025
Proposals due date February 5, 2025 @ 3:00PM
SUHSD Board of Education Meeting Review February 11, 2025
Award notice TBD
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

Salinas Union High School District, in compliance with Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules,
will award to the vendor(s) providing the most cost-effective service offering. Per the Sixth Report and
Order, FCC 10-175, FCC rules dictate the following:

§ 54.503 (c)(2)(vii) All bids submitted for eligible products and services will be carefully considered, with
price being the primary factor, and the bid selected will be for the most cost-effective service offering
consistent with § 54.511.

§ 54.511 ordering Services (a) Selecting a provider of eligible services. In selecting a provider of eligible
services, schools, libraries, library consortia, and consortia including any of those entities shall carefully
consider all bids submitted and must select the most cost-effective service offering. In determining
which service offering is the most cost-effective, entities may consider relevant factors other than the
pre-discount prices submitted by providers, but price should be the primary factor considered.

Therefore, Salinas Union High School District may consider factors other than price alone in the
consideration of bids; price for E-rate eligible goods and services will be the primary factor considered.

ALL PROPOSALS TO BE EVALUATED BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

ITEM WEIGHT
Cost of E-Rate eligible equipment and related services 45%
100% Compatibility with existing Cisco-Meraki network 30%
equipment and Meraki cloud-based controller dashboard

Successful past history with district 15%
Ability to meet schedule and hours of work 10%

Trade Names and Alternatives

For convenience in designation on the plans or in the specifications, certain articles or materials to be
incorporated in the work may be designated under a trade name or in the name of a manufacturer.
Whenever in specifications any materials, process, or article is indicated or specified by grade, patent, or
proprietary name or by name of manufacturer, such specification shall be deemed to be used for the
purpose of facilitating description of material, process or article desired and shall be deemed to be
followed by the words "or equal," and service provider may, unless otherwise stated, offer any material,
process or article which shall be substantially equal or better in every respect to that so indicated or
specified. If material, process or article offered by service provider is not, in opinion of the District,
substantially equal or better in every respect to that specified, then service provider shall furnish
material, process or article specified. Burden of proof as to equality of any material, process or article
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shall rest with service provider. Service Provider shall submit request together with substantiating data
for substitution of any "or equal” item within the sealed bid packet at the closing of bids. Provision
authorizing submission of "or equal" justification data shall not in any way authorize an extension of time
for performance of this contract.

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL

Sealed Proposals to be submitted to:

Salinas Union High School District
ATTN: eRate RFP, I.T. Dept.

431 W. Alisal St. Salinas, CA.
93901

erate28@salinasuhsd.org

Proposals must be received at or before 3:00 p.m. PST on February 5, 2025 (“Deadline”). Proposals must
be received in sealed envelopes or containers clearly showing the Vendor’s company name, address and
must also include the label “Response to FY 2025 Wireless ERATE.” Faxed Proposals will not be accepted.
Only Proposals received by the deadline will be considered. Each submission shall consist of one (1)
original RFP Response. Each Proposal received in response to this RFP shall remain the property of the
District. Any Vendor may modify or withdraw a Proposal in writing at any time prior to the Deadline.

a. Anindividual authorized to legally bind Vendor must sign proposal.

b. Responses will not be publicly opened.

QUESTIONS

Any questions regarding RFP shall be submitted in writing to the Form 470 contact contained herein.
Email inquiries are acceptable. The District will not respond to phone call inquiries.

E-mail inquiries are to be sent to the following e-mail address: erate28 @salinasuhsd.org. All

guestions must be submitted in writing. Questions and answers will be posted on the district website at:

mentsz as weII as the USAC EPC Portal site:
http://www.usac.org/sl/tools/e-rate-productivity-center/default.aspx. SUHSD is required to post both
this RFP and Form 470 on the USAC EPC Portal site. No questions will be accepted after January 22, 2025
at 3:00 p.m. PST. SUHSD will attempt to post answers within 72 hours of receipt of the question.
Questions and responses will be posted on the district’s website and the EPC portal site. In the event that
there is a discrepancy between in documentation posted in multiple locations, the controlling (master)
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document will always be located at

changes, and questions and answers regarding this RFP. No oral statements by any District employee
shall constitute a change or addenda to this RFP, the Project documents, or any project requirement.
The RFP shall also include all Forms attached hereto and the Proposer is required to provide all
information requested by the Forms

AMENDMENTS

The District may, at its sole discretion, issue amendments to this RFP at any time prior to the deadline
stated below. The District shall attempt to issue all amendments, if any, prior to January 27, 2025

The District is not responsible for ensuring that amendments are received by any person or entity. Each
Vendor is required to acknowledge receipt of any amendments issued to this RFP.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
Salinas Union High School District

E-RATE YEAR 28 2025/2026 USAC Form 470 #250012759
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

Wireless Gear, Integration, Configuration, and Professional Services
The Goal: To provide qualified vendors with the necessary information and specifications to allow them
to respond with a solution that they determine best meets those requirements.

The District is seeking a turn-key wireless solution for equipment and installation listed herewith in.
The proposed solution price must include a complete bill of materials, applicable sales tax, applicable
shipping, and professional installation and wiring services.

The scope of the project will be as follows:
*  Wireless equipment, and configuration for full operation within the Salinas Union High School
District’s network and monitored via SUHSD Cisco Meraki Cloud-Based dashboard.
*  The configuration will include but not be limited to VLANs, STP, SVI, Physical interfaces, Secure
access, and other configurations necessary for the SUHSD environment.

MINIMUM TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Salinas Union High School District has standardized on Cisco and Meraki hardware at its existing
locations. The district is willing to accept bids from alternative manufacturers, but all equipment must be
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100% compatible with the district’s existing Cisco Meraki Cloud-Based Dashboard. Our Cisco Meraki
Cloud Based Dashboard must be able to fully monitor all new wireless access points. In addition to the
requirements listed above, the equipment included in the proposals needs to at least meet the following
minimum requirements:

. Cloud-based with the capacity to manage the switching network as determined and fully
compatible with the Cisco Meraki Dashboard

. Web-based management (HTTP/HTTPS)

. Interoperable for 802.11 AC/AX WiFi 6

. Multi-cast Compliant

. IPv4 and IPv6 compliant

. Support Jumbo Packets

. Ability to be centrally managed

. Ability to integrate with LDAP directory

. Ability to integrate with AAA

. Ability to verify a username and password against an LDAP directory

. 5-Year support license on networking equipment

Here is an example of the equipment we believe to be necessary for this project:

Part # “or
equal”

MR86-HW
MA-ANT-25
MR56-HW

LIC-ENT-5YR

|II

Description “or equa

MR86 Access point
Patch antenna for MR86 2 required per AP
MR56 Access Point

MR Enterprise license
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DISTRICT SCHOOLS AND LOCATION OF EQUIPMENT PROPOSED UNDER THIS E-RATE RFP:

Site Name Street Address Phone:
Rancho San Juan 1100 Rogge Rd, Salinas, CA 93906 831.796.7000
High School

PRICING SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

Please submit quotations to include the following:

E-rate S Erate
Part# | Description | Quantit Unit | Extended | Sales Installation | Shippin Total Eligible > E-rate Eligible
P y Price | Price Tax PPing Cost YorN Ineligible
or

Configuration, shipping, and sales tax are to be included in the quotation.
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