
Rising 5th Grade Summer Reading and Activities  

2025-2026 School Year 

Required Summer Reading Work for All Rising 5th Students 

1.​ Read The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau  

Imagine you and your family live in the city of Ember. You’re a classmate of Lina and Doon, 

and on Assignment Day, you were given one of the following jobs: Supply Depot Clerk, 

Pipeworks Laborer, or Messenger. 

As you read The City of Ember, you will write five journal entries (1–2 paragraphs each) 

describing your experiences as the story unfolds. 

Your journal entries should include: 

●​ The daily duties of your job 
●​ Your role in major events of the novel 
●​ Your interactions with other characters 
●​ Your thoughts and feelings about what’s happening in Ember—your job, the city, and 

the people around you 

Here are some suggested points in the story to use for your entries: 

After reading Chapter 1: Assignment Day  

After reading Chapter 6: The Box in the Closet 

After reading Chapter 12: A Dreadful Discovery 

After reading Chapter 16: The Singing 

After reading Chapter 20: The Last Message 

 
*During the first week of school, you will hand in either handwritten or printed/typed 
responses for the required summer work above. 
 

(Note: we will be reading the sequel, The People of Sparks, at the start of the school year) 
 
 
 
 

 



Optional Summer Extension #1 

-​ Reduce, Reuse, Recycle  
-​ The people of Ember rarely throw anything away for good. Create an object 

that would be useful in the city of Ember from previously used materials.   
-​ You will create a printed advertisement that includes what the project is and 

its benefit for the city.  
*During the first week of school, your responses to the questions will be collected (typed or 
handwritten are both acceptable)! 

Optional Summer Extension #2 

-​ Movie Review  
-​ Watch the film version of the City of Ember. After you watch it, write a 1-2 

paragraph Movie Review. In your review, provide the following information.  
-​ Summary of the film   
-​ How was the film similar to and different from the book?   
-​ What was your favorite scene and/or character?  
-​ What you liked and disliked about the film?   
-​ Would you recommend the film and why?  
-​ What is your rating of the film?  

*During the first week of school, your responses to the questions will be collected (typed or 
handwritten are both acceptable)! 

 

 

 

 


