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ISD 199 Thanks IGH Voters as State & Federal Funding is Reduced

Inver Grove Heights
Schools (ISD 199) is in
the process of finalizing
its budget for the
upcoming 2025-2026
school year. We have
been monitoring the
Minnesota Legislative
Session and  news
coming from the federal government, and we understand it
is likely that we will need to adjust for cuts in federal funding
and reductions in state aid for required programs. However, we
are in a much better position to keep cuts away from students
thanks to our voters.

OUR STUDENTS
OUR FUTURE

Our current budget for next school year is based on information
we have received about likely federal and state funding changes.
Based on those changes, we project a budget deficit of about
$580,000. Our goal is to create a budget that addresses our
referendum promises and that is sustainable moving forward.
To do so, we plan to make the following adjustments:

e Class size and school-based services: No adjustments
e Annual right-sizing adjustments: -17,000

e Fine arts opportunities: No adjustments

e Activities and athletics: No adjustments

¢ District-level reductions: -$405,415

e Remaining deficit: $157,000

These adjustments are based on preliminary news about state
andfederalfundingas well as conversations with representatives.
The information has given us a chance to create different
scenarios and best prepare ahead of the legislative session’s
end. However, the remaining deficit will be addressed once the
session ends and we get a clearer idea of state requirements
and funding for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 school years.

Theareas with noadjustments were part of our 2024 Referendum
conversation. Adjustments to our fine arts, activities, and
athletics opportunities were discussed as a possibility if the
2024 referendum failed. To honor our voters’ support, we will

not make adjustments to these programs. We do not plan for
class size and school-based services adjustments outside of
our annual right-sizing process. Local levy dollars, approved
by voters, will be earmarked for the referendum promise of
maintaining class sizes. We will fulfill this promise to the extent
that we can control.

As a reminder, ISD 199 follows a right-sizing process every year
when creating its budget. Right-sizing means we match staffing
to projected enrollment and student needs. We are projecting
a slight decrease in enrollment for next school year, with more
seniors graduating this summer than potential kindergarten
students enrolling this fall. So we will slightly decrease staffing
to match enrollment numbers. Right-sizing additions and
reductions were made to strategically place staffing based
on the needs of our students for 2025-2026. Our right-sizing
process helps us live within our means while providing quality
education to our students.

Right-sizing allows us to control the budget where we can.
However, school districts are required to provide certain programs
with little or no financial support from the state or federal
government that creates the requirement. When federal or state
funding is cut, the school district has no choice but to use more of
the limited dollars in its general education fund to support those
required programs. This leaves less, if any, funds for the district to
respond to the unique needs of our ISD 199 students.

We expect the 2025-2026 budget to be a difficult one. However,
thanks to our community, we are in a much better budget
position than most Minnesota school districts. Without voter
support, we would have been facing nearly $3 million in cuts.
Receiving voter approval on our operating levy increase last
November means we will have a better chance of keeping
reductions away from students. Thank you to our community.
Your support makes a difference.

Regards,

Dave Bernhardson, Superintendent
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The 199 Reporter is a quarterly
publication that is mailed to every
household in School District 199 to

keep all of our community members
informed about district news.

If you have questions about this
publication, please contact:

Katie Sheridan
Communications Manager
SheridanK@isd199.org
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Inver Grove Heights Schools residents are
invited to attend school board listening
sessions. Listening sessions are an informal
meeting where members of the ISD 199
School Board hear questions, comments,
and concerns from residents. To sign up for
a listening session or for more information,
visit www.isd199.org/boardmeetings.

Simley Teacher Named Educator of Excellence

Simley High School Language Arts and TriDistrict
CAPS (Center for Advanced Professional Studies)
Teacher Carol Sayre has been selected as a
BestPrep Educator of Excellence! Of the more
than 500 teachers who participate in BestPrep
programs annually, Ms. Sayre was chosen as part
of the top 2% who go above and beyond in their
commitment to educating Minnesota youth.

BestPrep, a nonprofit organization, aims to prepare students for life after high school
with business, career, and financial literacy skills. They offer hands-on experiences
that inspire success in work and life. Ms. Sayre was recognized for her participation
in and support of BestPrep’s Classroom Plus and eMentors programs. Classroom Plus
teaches students the business and career skills necessary for professional success. The
eMentors Program pairs students with a mentor in a professional field who provides
real-world lessons about topics like college and career, interviews, and workplace
etiquette.

Ms. Sayre was honored at BestPrep’s Annual Luncheon at the Saint Paul RiverCentre
this spring. Congratulations on your outstanding work, Ms. Sayre!

Pine Bend 5th Graders Get Pilot Lessons

A group of Pine Bend Elementary School 5th
graders met with a Southwest Airlines pilot
recently. The visit is part of the company’s
Adopt-A-Pilot program that teaches 5th graders
about aviation and what it takes to be a pilot.

Students learned about scheduling flights and
time zones at their most recent meeting. They
will meet with an airline pilot a few more times
before the end of the year.

IGH Middle School Holds Poetry Slam

Inver Grove Heights Middle School students in
8th grade wrapped up their poetry lessons with
the annual Poetry Slam. Students performed
their own poems for a panel of staff judges.

Finalists were chosen

from each class period, E E
and they performed their L® I:.l
poems in the Simley
Performing Arts Center for the whole 8th-grade class. Three m
winners were chosen by a final panel of judges: Congratulations E
to Leila, Justus, and Estrella! Scan the QR code with your
smartphone camera to see highlights from the Poetry Slam.

Inver Grove Heights Schools does not discriminate in employment or in any of its programs and activities, including vocational opportunities, on the basis of race, color, creed,
religion, national origin, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, familial status, membership or activity in a commission, disability, sexual orientation, or
age. Inver Grove Heights Schools provides equal access to designated youth groups. Student-related inquiries about non-discrimination policies should be sent to Abel Riodique
at 2990 80th Street East in Inver Grove Heights, RiodiqueA@isd199.org, or 651-306-7828. More information is available at www.isd199.org/nondiscrimination.
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ISD 199 Says Farewell to Influential 2024-2025 Retirees

Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) will say farewell to nine dedicated, influential members of its staff this school year. This year’s
retirees include long-time teachers and leaders. During their time with our district, they have created a lasting impact. They have
thoughtfully built pathways to success for hundreds of students and staff members. Each of these wonderful staff members will be
greatly missed, but the hard work they did and the care they showed will have positive effects long into the future.

ISD 199 2024-2025 Retirees
e Shelley Ausen, Hilltop Elementary School, 21 years of service
e Sheila Dramdahl Maddio, Pine Bend Elementary School, 35 years of service
¢ Linda Geist, Salem Hills Elementary School, 20 years of service
e Lora Lambert, IGH Early Learning Center, 12 years of service
e Theresa Leonard, Transportation, 9 years of service
e Barb Pierce, Districtwide, 8 years of service
e Kathy Unruh, Salem Hills Elementary School, 10 years of service
e Susan Van Dale, Pine Bend Elementary School, 3 years of service
e Jodi Wendel, Inver Grove Heights Middle School, 30 years of service

ISD 199 wishes retirees the very best as they begin their new adventures. Thank you, retirees, for your dedication to students and
this community over the years, and congratulations on your retirement!

Elementary School Students Donate & Get Active With Kids Heart Challenge

Hilltop, Pine Bend, and Salem Hills elementary schools and the Atheneum Gifted Magnet
Program participated in the Kids Heart Challenge this year. The schools raised a combined
total of more than $30,000 for the American Heart Association to help fight heart disease
and stroke.

The Kids Heart Challenge, which evolved from the Jump Rope for Heart program, encourages
students to drink more water, find enjoyable ways to get active and get active more often,
and do more acts of kindness for a healthier life overall. As part of the challenge, students

: = had the opportunity to learn life-saving skills, including family trainings on hands-only CPR
and how to recognize the signs of a stroke. Students finished the Kids Heart Challenge lessons and collected donation pledges over
the course of a month. They wrapped up their challenges with all-school jump rope events. Students did jump rope games, showed
each other tricks, and enjoyed music and their own song requests during their physical education specialist time.

The American Heart Association will contribute some funds to the school to help keep students healthy. Great job to the students
on their hard work to improve their lives and those of others through the Kids Heart Challenge! Thank you to everyone who
donated and made this year’s events outstanding!

Simley & UW-Eau Claire Wind Ensembles Perform & Learn Together

The Simley High School
Wind Ensemble shared
a concert with the
University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire Wind Ensemble.
Each band performed
separately before joining
together to play their final
song of the night. Simley students also had a chance to work
with the college students during class and get a glimpse of the
college experience.

The college students arrived at Simley early to rehearse
alongside Simley students. They got direction and notes from
both Simley’s band director and UW-Eau Claire’s director to
prepare them for their concert.

During the last period of school, UW-Eau Claire students got
into small groups with Simley band students in their section
and provided some additional support and guidance. Most
UW-Eau Claire students in the university’s music program are
pursuing a degree in music education. The shared concert and
rehearsal gave college students a unique opportunity to work
with high school students. They asked Simley students which
parts of their wind ensemble pieces they struggled with and
provided suggestions, and they practiced difficult notes and
techniques with them. The opportunity gave Simley students
the experience of a college music class, and they left with a
better understanding of their options for the future.

Thank you to everyone who attended the concert, and thank
you to the UW-Eau Claire Wind Ensemble for bringing this
opportunity to Simley!
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Gold Medal Olympian Billy Mills Visits Simley

Billy Mills, a 1964 Olympic
gold medalist in the
10,000-meter run and an
American Oglala Lakota,
visited Simley High
School to tell his story
and encourage students

and the community
to follow their dreams. The event included a screening of
the movie “Running Brave” that focused on Mr. Mills’s life, a
presentation by Mr. Mills, and a book signing, featuring his new
autobiographical picture book, “Wings of an Eagle: The Gold
Medal Dreams of Billy Mills.”

During the school day, Mr. Mills talked to students about the
struggles of his early years. He encouraged them to find a dream
and follow it, saying he found peace in running and following his

dream of winning an Olympic gold medal.

In the evening, families and community members came to
Simley to hear his story as well. Mr. Mills talked about his life
and told stories from the Olympics, including the story of how
he won the gold medal in the 10,000-meter run during the 1964
Tokyo Olympics. Mr. Mills remains the only American to have
won gold in the event to this day.

He took questions at the end of his presentation and had further
conversations with attendees as he signed books for students and
their families.

At every event and in all of his stories, Mr. Mills came back to the
same message: Find a dream and follow it. Thank you to Mr. Mills
for visiting Simley and to everyone who organized and attended
the event!

ISD 199 Announces the Next Director of Community Education

Inver Grove  Heights
Schools (ISD 199) is
pleased to announce Chad
Sexauer asits next director
of community education.
A longtime member of the
Inver Grove Heights and
South St. Paul area, Mr.
Sexauer brings a deep understanding of our community to the
position as well as his extensive experience. He will continue the
work that the current director of community education, Barb
Pierce, began in 2016 as she retires this summer.

=
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Mr. Sexauer has more than 20 years of experience in
extracurricular programming, starting out as the head football
coach at South St. Paul High School while he taught social
studies there. He gained experience in both school and activities
administration as the South St. Paul High School Assistant
Principal and Activities Director. He looks forward to returning

to the community after working most recently as the Lakeville
South High School Activities Director.

“I'm excited to join Inver Grove Heights Schools and become
part of the community that values lifelong learning,” he said.
“I look forward to collaborating with all of our community
members and bringing positive energy to our work. Together,
we can create meaningful learning opportunities that empower
and connect students, families, and neighbors of all ages.”

Mr. Sexauer will join the ISD 199 team as Ms. Pierce starts
her retirement this summer. Thank you to Ms. Pierce for
developing the community education program to serve even
more learners of all ages. During her time with ISD 199, she also
used her American Red Cross experience to guide the district’s
health and safety initiatives during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Congratulations to Ms. Pierce as she begins her retirement, and
welcome, Mr. Sexauer!

METEDROLOGIST UISIT © © @ e o e o o o o 0o 0 0 o oo
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KARE 11 Meteorologist Jamie Kagol visited some Simley High School science classes to
talk about his career. He gave students a behind-the-scenes look at his job and answered

Mr. Kagol gave students a glimpse into his work as a broadcast meteorologist. He showed
students how to read meteorological maps and talked about the weather models and
technology that are available today compared to when he began his career. He also talked
about his experiences at different television stations, his educational background, and the

ways he’s had to adapt on live broadcasts.

Students asked him questions about storm chasing, his favorite place that he’s lived, and more. Thank you, Mr. Kagol, for visiting
Simley science classes to connect their current learning with their future possibilities.
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Next IGH Middle School Principal Announced

Congratulations to Inver Grove Heights Middle School Principal
JodiWendel on her upcomingretirementand on the outstanding
work she has done to advocate for her students and staff over
the last 15 years as principal. Throughout April, Inver Grove
Heights Schools (ISD 199) worked on identifying IGH Middle
School’s next principal. The district is pleased to announce that
Matt Drugg, current Assistant Principal at Simley High School,
has been chosen for the role.

Mr. Drugg brings nearly 20 years of experience as an educator to the position,
including time in middle school classrooms and leadership roles. His focus has
consistently been on student support and data-driven decision-making. His leadership
in all of his positions has resulted in increased engagement, fewer referrals, and more
effective support for students and families. During his time with Simley alone, he has

demonstrated an ability to build community and make school a place where students
want to be.

“I'm thrilled to join the IGHMS community,” Mr. Drugg said. “I look forward to building
strong partnerships with students, families, and staff as we work together to create an
engaging, welcoming environment where everyone can thrive.”

Mr. Drugg is anticipated to start in his new role on July 1. Congratulations, Mr. Drugg,
and best wishes in your well-deserved retirement, Ms. Wendel!

NASA Engineer Talks STEM Careers at Salem Hills

Retired NASA engineer Ann Micklos held a
video call with STEAMM classes at Salem
Hills Elementary School and its Atheneum
Gifted Magnet Program. In STEAMM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, Math, and Media)
classes, students explore technology and find
new approaches to existing problems. Ms.
Micklos’s visit gave students an opportunity to
hear how NASA is innovating new ways to solve different problems. Students also had a
chance to talk through their own ideas with Ms. Micklos and hear about future careers.

Ms. Micklos worked as a NASA engineer for 33 years. She created and updated heat
shields for shuttles to keep astronauts safe during launch and reentry. She talked about
her experiences working for NASA, but she also showed students some of the projects
that NASA is working on now. Students learned about NASA’s experiments with 3D
printing, something they do regularly in STEAMM class. They learned that engineers
are finding ways to 3D print shuttle parts with substances like moon soil or materials
that astronauts would typically discard. They also discussed new rocket engines that
were entirely made of 3D printed parts.

Ms. Micklos talked about all of the new careers that are on the horizon as organizations
like NASA improve on current practices and develop new solutions to problems. She
encouraged students to think about different STEM careers that might interest them.

The session wrapped up as students brainstormed what they would 3D print for
NASA and the steps they would take to create a reliable product. They also had an
opportunity to ask Ms. Micklos questions.

Thank you to Ms. Micklos for giving students an up-close look at the aeronautics field
and careers in STEM!

Summer Meals for Kids

All children, ages 18 and younger, can
get free meals during the summer.
Our schools will provide breakfast and
lunch through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA).

Any child can eat at a participating site for
free during the listed dates and times. No
registration is needed, but meals must be
eaten on site.

Hilltop Elementary School Cafeteria
June 23 -July 17, Mondays - Thursdays
No meals on July 3

Breakfast Hours: 7:40 - 8:10 AM
Lunch Hours: 11:15 - 11:45 AM

Simley/IGH Middle School Cafeteria
June 23 -July 17, Mondays - Thursdays
No meals on July 3

Breakfast Hours: 8:30 - 8:45 AM
Lunch Hours: 10:40 - 11:15 AM

Open Door Food Truck
June 23 - July 25, Mondays - Fridays
No meals July 3 or4

Salem Green Apartments - Pool
1455 Upper 55th Street East
11:00 - 11:30 AM

Brent Avenue Homes Near Toppers
4 Brent Avenue
11:40 AM - 12:05 PM

Skyline Village - Office
7510 Harper Street
12:15-12:45 PM

Anyone over age 18 can purchase a
breakfast meal for $3.25 or lunch meal
for $5.50 at the above locations.

Visit www.isd199.org/meals for details.
Also, learn more about the USDA SUN
Bucks program for families, formerly
Summer EBT, at dcyf.mn.gov/sun-bucks.
If you have any questions about the SUN
Bucks program, please call 651-431-4608.
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Pine Bend Community Makes SALT Day a Success

Dozens of volunteers from the community
volunteered at Pine Bend Elementary School for
Students and Adults Learning Together (SALT)
Day. Pine Bend has held an annual SALT Day
event for more than 30 years! Each year, school
community members run classes on sports and
activities, career pathways, STEAM (Science,

. Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math), and
more so students can explore new topics and discover new interests.

This year, students got a hands-on look at careers as a police officer, veterinarian, and
scientist in careers classes. Some students chose to try sports like dodgeball, yoga,
and thanks to help from Simley High School Hockey players, knee hockey. They also
tried crafts like building and painting toy sailboats with Home Depot employees or
designing their own personal gardens.

Students did all of that and so much more thanks to the staff, parents and relatives,
Simley students, community members, donors, and especially the Pine Bend PTSA who
worked hard to make each class possible. Anyone interested in volunteer opportunities
or joining the PTSA should follow “Pine Bend Elementary PTSA” on Facebook.

SUMMER WEBSITE UPDRTE © © © o o o

Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) is updating its website to better serve its
families, staff, and community! The update is based on a review of the website that
started in November with the Website Feedback Survey. We heard from our school
community about their experiences with the current website and their suggestions
for improvements. We also reviewed the website’s analytics to understand how
the website is used on a daily basis. Based on the review, we are making website
renovations that will include a fresh, new look and, more importantly, improved
navigation and streamlined information.

The district gathered an advisory committee of interested parents and staff to guide
the update. The group has reviewed the survey results and analytics and provided
perspective on ways our website can better meet the needs of our community.
Thanks to their input, we are excited to be creating an easier, more welcoming, and
more informative experience for current and potential families, staff, and community
members. Watch for the update launch this summer.

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
Community Theatre

MSHSL Band Contest

The Simley High School Symphonic Band
and Wind Ensemble participated in the
Minnesota State High School League
(MSHSL) Large Group Band Contest again
this year with impressive results! Simley
hosted the competition, which included
bands from Park High School and Two
Rivers High School as well. Simley was the
only school to enter two bands into the
competition.

Each band had a chance to play their
piece for the panel of judges. The judges
provided ratings for the band after
their first performance, and then one
of the judges worked with the band
to advise them on any areas in need of
improvement.

Both the Simley Symphonic Band and Wind
Ensemble received Superior ratings, the
highest ranking in the scoring system. This
was the 29th year in a row that all three
judges gave the Simley Wind Ensemble
a Superior rating and the second year in
a row that the Simley Symphonic Band
has earned the Superior rating. Judges
also recognized the Simley musicians for
their respectfulness, willingness to grow,
welcoming energy, and team mindset.
Congratulations to the Simley bands!

Educational Benefits

When families apply and qualify for
Educational Benefits, they get deals on
student activity fees, student parking,
school device protection plans, tickets to
school events like prom, and local services
like electric and gas utilities.

Every qualifying application can also help
your child’s school receive funding for
student support services. This July, visit
www.isd199.org to apply for 2025-2026
Educational Benefits.
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2025 Athena Award Winner Demonstrates Excellence & Versatility
- ‘W ~’ Simley High School senior Emerson Hocking has been selected as a 2025 Athena Athlete of

N\ the Year! Simley head coaches chose Emerson for her outstanding athletic abilities in a variety
/o " of events and impressive records in soccer, track, and gymnastics.
- )

A 4-year letter winner and starter, Emerson has been a powerful, skilled part of the

Simley Soccer team. She has scored 13 goals with seven assists in her career. She earned

- All Conference Honorable Mentions in 2021 and 2023 before becoming team captain and

—a earning All Conference in 2024. Demonstrating excellence on the field and in the classroom,
she was also part of the All Section Academic Team in 2022, 2023, and 2024.

“Emerson always emptied the tank and played each game as if it were her last,” Simley Girls Soccer Head Coach Nora Austin said.
“She’s lightning-fast all over the field and has caused headaches for opponents who tried to mark her or slow her down.”

Emerson may earn the 16th letter of her athletic career in the upcoming track season. So far, she has earned All Conference in the
4 x 400, 400-meter, and Triple Jump events. She was also part of the school’s True Team section champion teams in 2022, 2023,
and 2024. Emerson holds the 3rd-place record in school history for Triple Jump. Her record is so outstanding, her coaches say, that
it would qualify her for state and earn her at least 6th place if Simley were part of any other section.

As well as Emerson performs in soccer and track, her passion lies in gymnastics. Her accolades include Rookie of the Year, Most
Improved, the Sportwomanship Award, and being named Most Supportive Gymnast twice. She holds six varsity letters and was
team captain twice. She has earned an All Conference Honorable Mention twice and All Conference four times. She has earned All
Section in Vault five times, in Beam twice, and in All-Around, or all four events, once. Her All State accomplishments include earning
All State Honorable Mentions in Vault three times, in Floor and Beam twice, and in All-Around once. She has also earned All State
in All-Around and Vault once and has qualified for State five times. Even as she prepares for graduation, Emerson will hold the 6th
spot in school history for Floor, the 8th spot for All-Around, and the 1st-place school record for Vault!

She will start at Auburn University this fall. Congratulations on an extraordinary athletic career and the 2025 Athena Award,
Emerson!

e e Winter Sports Awards

Boys Basketball Dance Boys Hockey Nordic Ski Wrestling
Honorable Mention All Conference All Conference Honorable Mention All Conference
Justus Dayee Reagan Devney Tyler Letendre Jodie Johnson Jake Kos
Connor Streiff Noelle Lucas Ethan Unglesbee . ) Jake Kranz
Girls Basketball Honorable Mention Honorable Mention 2;’? S;NImmlng AF'”a” Mlncey
Morgan Bisch Eli Boone Alonference Aiden Mincey

All Conference
Glissa Gorter

Honorable Mention

Chloe Gee
Hannah Hobot
Ava Wood

Aileigh Wichner

Gymnastics

All Conference
Emerson Hocking
Ashley Lynner
Lucy Penttila

Honorable Mention

Skyler Lane

Alex Miller

Girls Hockey

All Conference
Kylie Dahl
Courtney Kurowski
Sydney Ries
Ella Sanders

Honorable Mention

Zoie Lang

Alaina Ries

Sophia Tuccitto
Emersyn Webinger

Vincent Evangelista
Hayden Geffre
Fernando Madrid Pina
Alec Schloesser
Jaxon Wanek

Honorable Mention
Angel Esparza
Sean Larson
Carter Vedell

Drezden Short
Charli Raymond
Damir Safronov
Amilio Salas
Vristol Short

Honorable Mention

Parker Lundell
Ayub Mohamed
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Stay informed of the current issues, challenges, and changes facing the Inver Grove Heights School District.

#1. PINE BEND PARKING LOT

Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) will renovate the Pine Bend
Elementary School parking lot this summer, using funds that can only
be applied to facilities improvements. The renovation will increase
the safety of students, families, and staff while relieving congestion
in the lot and on the street during school pick-up and drop-off.

The district will use abatement bonds as it did when it updated the
Salem Hills Elementary School and Hilltop Elementary School parking
lots. Abatement bonds can only be used for parking lot repairs,
replacements, or renovations. The school board approved these
abatement bonds in 2022 when interest rates were low, so they have
only accounted for $2 per month on the average homeowner’s taxes.

The renovation will also use any remaining one-time funds from the
sale of the South Grove Elementary School property. South Grove
closed in 2008. Selling the property eliminated annual maintenance
fees while providing one-time funds for the necessary safety
renovations at the district’s elementary schools.

Construction will take place this summer so the parking lot is ready
by the start of next school year.

#¢. SECOND 5SRO0 HIRED

Inver Grove Heights Schools (ISD 199) is pleased to introduce its
second districtwide School Resource Officer (SRO), Nathan Taarud!

IGH Police Department staff, school and district leaders, and a
student representative interviewed interested officers from the IGH
Police Department, and Officer Taarud was selected. Officer Taarud
has been with the IGH Police Department for about two years. Before
joining the department, he worked for the Eagan Police Department
and the highway patrol in North Dakota. He served active duty in
the United States Air Force and the North Dakota National Air Force.
Officer Taarud also has experience working with students with
autism as a paraprofessional.

He has begun work alongside current districtwide SRO Ericka Eid to
build relationships within the schools ahead of the 2025-2026 school
year. Officer Taarud and Officer Eid will work together to support the
district’s more than 3,400 students as well as their families and the
staff to create an even safer community.

Thankyou to our voters for passing the district’s operating levy increase
last November. The increase has made it possible to hire a second SRO
who will benefit both our schools and the broader community.
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