
 

 
JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Jackson High School  

May 20, 2025 
 

 
 

   ​ The Board of Education of the Jackson Public Schools held a Regular Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 20, 2025 at Jackson High School, 544 Wildwood Ave., pursuant to notice duly given. 
 
Present:​ Marilyn Acton, Shalanda Hunt, Derek Dobies, Alaina Sharp, Subba Reddy, Cheryl Simonetti 
Absent: ​ Kesha Hamilton 
 
 
 
Approval of Agenda 

 
Motion by D. Dobies, supported by M.Acton, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 
Attorney Brendon Beer was present to provide a legal opinion on the four tabled policies. Board 
members had the opportunity to ask questions and engage in a discussion regarding the policies.  
 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
​  
       The consent agenda consisted of the following item: 
 

●​ 24-25-81​ Minutes 
●​ 24-25-82​ Human Resources 
●​ 24-25-83​ Monthly Financial Report, April 
●​ 24-25-84​ Bond Financial Report, April 
●​ 24-25-85​ Taher Annual Contract Renewal 
●​ 24-25-86​ Certification of Tax Levy 
●​ 24-25-87​ Resolution in Approval of 2025/26 JCISD Proposed Budget 

 
Motion by D.Dobies, supported by C. Simonetti, to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
Citizens Requesting to Address the Board 
 

Nicholas Thurston 
William Hastings 

 
 
Closed Session 
 

Motion by D. Dobies, supported by S. Hunt, to enter closed session at 7:38 pm for the purpose of 
discussing the Superintendent's contract and addendum. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Motion by D. Dobies, supported by S. Reddy, to return to open session at 8:48 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
 

 
 

JPS MISSION:  We will bring our community together to create a culture of academic excellence and workforce readiness. 

JPS VISION: We envision a community where all students become lifelong learners.  
 
 



 
 
Discussion Items 
 
​ 24-25-88 Tabled Board Policies 
 

Superintendent Beal recommended that the equity policy should be removed and the other three 
policies need additional work or move forward with plans for the policies.  

​  
​ po 0124 Equity Policy 

D. Dobies motioned for more time to review and weigh conversations, move to table the equity 
policy, supported by A.Sharp. Motion carried 4-1 (No - C.Simonetti) 
 
po 174 Student Representative and po 8390 Animals on District Property (Therapy Dogs) 
D. Dobies motioned to postpone to give time for the president and vice president to work with legal 
counsel to amend the policies and revise the policies for consideration at the June 2025 board 
meeting. Support by S. Reddy. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution Affirming Welcome District to All Students 
M. Acton motioned to let it fail; supported by C.Simonetti. D.Dobies mentioned that we could table it 
or rework the language.  A.Sharp would like to see it reworked, and work with legal representation 
where we are not putting anyone in a legal position to break the law. S. Hunt stated that it is 
understood that JPS welcomes all students.  As a board we take a position or acknowledge that we 
support anyone who is faced with this issue and uncertainty.C. Simonnetti mentioned to put that 
everyone is welcome at the top of the board agenda, not in favor that would put our staff in 
jeopardy. Our legal issues are already covered in other policies.   

 
​ D. Dobies motioned to amend the motion to refer the resolution back to the policy committee for  

language updates.  Supported by M. Acton. Motion carried 4-1 (No -C.Simonetti). 
 

​ D. Dobies motioned to let the policy go back to the policy committee. Supported by S.Hunt. Motion  
carried 4-1 (No - C.Simonetti) 

​  
 
 
Action Items 
 
​ 24-25-89 NEOLA Update, Vol 39 No 2, 2nd Reading/Adoption 
​ 24-25-90 NEOLA Policies 2264 / 2266, 2nd Reading/Adoption 
 

NEOLA legal changes, rescind policy 2264 and reinstate policy 2266. 
   
Motion by D. Dobies, supported by A.Sharp, to approve the policies as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
24-25-91 Resolution Designating ISD Biennial Election Representative  
 
Motion by S.Hunt, supported by S.Reddy, to designate Jeff Beal and Sarah Ebersole to cast the 
ballot . Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by S.Hunt, supported by D.Dobies, to consider support for Doug Scott and Erin Slater as the 
ISD representatives . Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
24-25-92  Resolution Calling Public Hearing on Proposed 2025/26 Budget 

 
Motion by D. Dobies, supported by M. Acton, to adopt the resolution calling a public hearing on the 
proposed 2025/26 budget to be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2025, at 6:00 pm. at the Jackson High 
School media center. Motion carried unanimously. 
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​ ​  
​ ​ 24-25-93 Jeremy Patterson Superintendent Contract 
 

Motion by D. Dobies, supported by M. Acton,  to approve the negotiated superintendent contract 
and addendum as discussed in closed session. A roll call vote was taken; Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
 
Board Comments 
 

The Board members were given an opportunity to provide comments. 
 
 
 

Calendar 
 

●​ May 21, 2025 - Baccalaureate, 1st United Methodist Church, 6:00 pm 
●​ May 22, 2025 - Honors Convocation, JHS Auditorium, 6:00 pm 
●​ May 23, 2025 - Pathways/SCMV Commencement, Withington Stadium, 1:00 pm 
●​ May 23, 2025 - JHS Commencement, Withington Stadium, 6:00 pm 
●​ June 17, 2025 - Regular Board Meeting, JHS Media Center, 6:00 pm 

 
 

 
Adjournment 
 

Motion by M.Acton, supported by D.Dobies, to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 pm. Motion carried  
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       Cheryl Simonetti, Secretary 
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