Hilton Head Island Elementary
school for the Greative Arts

school Improvement Report - Spring 2025

Dear School Stakeholders,

The School Improvement Council (SIC) is a mandated group by the state of
South Carolina, responsible for oversight of the School Renewal Plan, and
acting in an advisory role to the school administration, teachers, and staff. Each
year, the SIC is responsible for submitting an annual report to all parents.
Within this newsletter, you will find important information about the school
and the progress and challenges that we face in our school improvement
efforts.

The goals of the SIC are to ensure that all students are successful academically
and to close the achievement gap between subgroups in our school. As a
school of choice, we are committed to providing an Arts Integrated and
Enhanced approach to learning. Additionally, it is our priority to foster a safe
learning environment, provide transparent communication, and to facilitate
strong partnerships with community shareholders.

Under the direction of the Beaufort County School District, and the leadership
of Dr. Frank Rodriguez, Superintendent, the Creative Arts SIC Committee
follows a School Renewal Plan spanning the 2019-24 school years. The plan is
available for review at the school office upon request.

Our shared success as a school commmunity is related to strong partnerships
amongst all stakeholders. We encourage each of you to continue your
involvement, or become involved in the school Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) or SIC. It is by the collective commitment of everyone that we will best
continue to improve our school’'s performance and practices.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela (Nikki) Lucas Joey Varin Amber Cole
Principal SIC Chair SIC Co-Chair



Escuela Primaria de Artes Creativas
de Hilton Head Island

Informe de Mejora Educativa - Primavera de 2025

Estimados interesados de la escuela:

El Consejo de Mejora Escolar (SIC) es un organismo designado por el estado de
Carolina del Sur, encargado de supervisar el Plan de Renovacion Escolar y de
asesorar a la administracion, al profesorado y al personal escolar. Cada ano, el
SIC elabora un informe anual dirigido a todos los padres. En este boletin,
encontrara informacion relevante sobre la escuela, asi como el progreso y los
desafios que enfrentamos en nuestras iniciativas de mejora escolar.

Los objetivos del SIC son asegurar el éxito académico de todos los estudiantes
y disminuir la brecha de rendimiento entre los subgrupos de nuestra escuela.
Como institucion de eleccion, nos comprometemos a ofrecer un enfoque de
aprendizaje integrado y enriquecido en las artes. Asimismo, es nuestra
prioridad promover un entorno de aprendizaje seguro, garantizar una
comunicacion transparente y facilitar colaboraciones sélidas con los miembros
de la comunidad.

Bajo la direccion del Distrito Escolar del Condado de Beaufort y el liderazgo del
Dr. Frank Rodriguez, Superintendente, el Comité de Artes Creativas del SIC
implementa un Plan de Renovacion Escolar que abarca el ciclo escolar 2019-
2024. El plan se encuentra disponible para su consulta en la secretaria escolar,
previa solicitud.

Nuestro éxito compartido como comunidad educativa se fundamenta en
alianzas soélidas entre todos los interesados. Les animamos a seguir
participando o a unirse a la Organizacion de Padres y Maestros (PTO) o al
Consejo Escolar (SIC). Gracias al compromiso colectivo de todos,
continuaremos mejorando el rendimiento y las practicas de nuestra
institucion.

Atentamente,

Pamela (Nikki) Lucas Joey Varin Amber Cole
Directora Presidenta del SIC Copresidenta del SIC



Vision, Mission and Progress

LIS ourvigion that Hilton Head Island Elementary school for the
Greative Arts, in collaboration with an engaged community, I8
committed to actively ensuring that all learners will add value to
their lives; developing potential by providing excellent education
Inasare, academically rigorous, Arts-infused, and nurturing

learning environment.

The School Renewal Plan and
Title | Plan is under review and
update by the SIC. A
framework of goals was
decided upon by the SIC for
school year 2024-25 to support
the goals of the school in
increasing academic
achievement; providing
rigorous opportunities
through the Arts; and ensuring
a positive physical school
environment.

The 2023-24 School Report
Card rating saw significant
progress, increasing from a
designation of Average to
Good, demonstrating an
overall increase in score from
42 to 54. Efforts continue by
the school to boost student
achievement in academics, as
well as school climate.

As an Arts-infused school of choice,
Hilton Head Island Elementary

School for the Creative Arts strives
to support the mission of the
Beaufort County School District in
such a way that will develop our
community of learners into
responsible, world class citizens
through diverse curricula that
fosters creativity, collaboration,
critical thinking and
communication.
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Vision, mision y progreso

NUBStra vision es que Hilton Head Island Elementary School for the
Creative Arts, en colaboracion con una comunidad comprometida, se
comprometa a asegurar activamente que todos los alumnos anadan valor
a SuS vidas; desarrollando su potencial al proporcionar una educacion
Bxcelente én un entorno de aprendizaje seguro, academicamente
[1guroso, basado en as artes y enriquecedor.

El Plan de Renovacion Escolary el
Plan Titulo | estan siendo
revisados y actualizados por el SIC.
Un marco de objetivos fue
decidido por el SIC para el aho
escolar 2024-25 para apoyar los
objetivos de la escuela en el
aumento de rendimiento
académico; proporcionar
oportunidades rigurosas a través
de las Artes; y asegurar un
ambiente escolar fisico positivo.

La calificacion del Informe Escolar
2023-24 experimentd un progreso
significativo, pasando de una
designacion de Promedio a Buena,
lo que demuestra un aumento
general en la puntuacion de 42 a 54.
Los esfuerzos contindan por parte de
la escuela para impulsar el
rendimiento académico de los
estudiantes, asi como el clima escolar.
La escuela sigue esforzandose por
mejorar el rendimiento académico de
los alumnosy el clima escolar.

Como escuela de elecciéon basada
en las artes, Hilton Head Island
Elementary School for the Creative

Arts se esfuerza por apoyar la
mision del Distrito Escolar del
Condado de Beaufort de tal
manera que desarrolle nuestra
comunidad de estudiantes en
ciudadanos responsables de clase
mundial a través de diversos planes
de estudio que fomenten la
creatividad, la colaboracion, el
pensamiento criticoy la
comunicacion.
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School Improvement Goals

Ihe goals of the SIC are to ensure all students are
SUCCessTul academically and to close the
achnigvement gap between subgroups In our school.

This year, SIC members in several committees worked to improve school culture
and enhance the learning experience through two main focuses.

The health and safety of our students is our top priority. We
continue to develop relationships with the Beaufort County School

@ District Facilities Management Team to ensure that planned
B B projects are carried out. We offer a parent/third party objective for
Iﬁl |ﬁ| what the school is lacking or needing from a facilities standpoint.

Notable improvements were made to school facilities with the
renovation of student and staff restrooms at HHIESCA, installation of
safety enclosures in the office of HHIESCA; upgrading of the floor of
the Dance classroom of HHIESCA,; installation of a turf field on the
playground of Daufuskie Island Elementary School; upgrades to the
Media Center of Daufuskie Island Elementary school; installation of
new fencing on the campus of Daufuskie Island Elementary;
provision of new classroom furniture to all classrooms of HHIESCA in
Summer of 2025; and interior painting of the building during
Summer of 2025

COMMUNICATION

Streamlined communication was a focus this year, both for parents
and students. At the grade level, calendars were introduced along
O with coordinated efforts to move to a single communications
platform. Related Arts also took a streamlined approach, including
all teachers in their emails related to student involvement. Google

Classroom is still utilized as the Learning Management System
(LMS). At the district level, BCSD is piloting and investigating a new
district-wide communications platform for safety, transportation
and district alerts as well as school-issued communications in text
and email formats through multiple languages.
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Objetivos de mejora escolar

L0S 0bjetivos del SIC son garantizar el exito academico
(e todos los alumnos y cerrar a brecha de
[endimiento entre los subgrupos de nuestra escuela.

Este ano, los miembros del SIC de varios comités han trabajado para mejorar la
cultura escolar y la experiencia de aprendizaje a través de dos ejes principales.

La salud y la seguridad de nuestros alumnos es nuestra maxima prioridad.
Seguimos desarrollando relaciones con el Equipo de Gestion de
Instalaciones del Distrito Escolar del Condado de Beaufort para garantizar

E @ E gue se lleven a cabo los proyectos previstos. Ofrecemos un objetivo de
padres/terceros para lo que la escuela carece o necesita desde el punto de
|EE| |ﬁﬁ| vista de las instalaciones. Se hicieron mejoras notables a las instalaciones

escolares con la renovacién de los bafos de los estudiantes y del personal
en HHIESCA, la instalacidon de cerramientos de seguridad en la oficina de
HHIESCA; la mejora del suelo del aula de Danza de HHIESCA, la instalacién
de un campo de césped en el patio de recreo de la Escuela Primaria de
Daufuskie Island; mejoras en el Media Center de la escuela primaria de
Daufuskie Island; instalacién de una nueva valla en el campus de la escuela
primaria de Daufuskie Island; suministro de nuevo mobiliario para todas las
aulas de HHIESCA en el verano de 2025; y pintura interior del edificio
durante el verano de 2025.

COMUNIGAGION

Este afio se ha prestado especial atencién a la racionalizacion de la
comunicacioén, tanto para los padres como para los alumnos. A nivel de grado,
se introdujeron calendarios junto con esfuerzos coordinados para pasar a una
Unica plataforma de comunicaciones. Related Arts también adoptd un enfoque
racionalizado, incluyendo a todos los profesores en sus correos electrénicos
relacionados con la participacién de los estudiantes. Google Classroom se sigue
utilizando como el Sistema de Gestién del Aprendizaje (LMS). A nivel de distrito,
BCSD esta probando e investigando una nueva plataforma de comunicaciones
en todo el distrito para la seguridad, el transporte y las alertas del distrito, asi
como las comunicaciones emitidas por la escuela en formatos de texto y correo

electrénico a través de multiples idiomas.
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school Accomplishments

e HHIESCA added the Project Lead the Way Science and
STEAM curriculum as an element of our School Choice, in
addition to Arts in the Basic Curriculum (ABC).

e Teachers across all grade levels received training to
become Project Lead the Way (PLTW) certified.

e Melanie Willis was named Teacher of the Year for 2024-25,
and Amanda Cuata-Hernandez was named Support Staff
of the Year.

e HHIESCA was awarded $12,500.00 grant for the 2024-25
year in Fall 2024.

e All HHIESCA teachers participated in arts-integrated
professional development through Arts Now in March
2025 with Dr. Rue Lee Holmes.

e HHIESCA teachers attended the Palmetto State Arts in
Education (PSAE) Insight Conference in October 2024.

e Ms. Bray and Mrs. Flores attended the Arts in the Basic
Curriculum Spring meeting at Ashley River Creative Arts in
Charleston, SC in March 2025.

e Students of HHIESCA and staff participated in the BCSD
Special Olympics at May River High School in March 2025.

e All 2" grade students from HHIESCA and Daufuskie
participated in swimming lessons in partnership with the
Hilton Head Island Recreation Center in Fall 2024.

e United Way of the Lowcountry volunteers partnered with
the school to provide mentorship and reading sessions
with students in grades 1-5.

¢ The HHIHS National Honor Society partnered with

HHIESCA to provide tutoring and mentorship
opportunities with students in Fall 2024 and Spring 2025.
e HHIESCA partnered with Hilton Head Island Fire and
Rescue in facilitating the Red-Hot Readers mentoring
program with students.
e The school hosted a Volunteer Appreciation breakfast for
parent and community volunteers in April 2025.
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Logros escolares

e HHIESCA anadio el Proyecto Lead the Way Cienciay STEAM
plan de estudios como un elemento de nuestra eleccion de
la escuela, ademas de las Artes en el Curriculo Basico (ABC).

e Los maestros de todos los grados recibieron capacitacion
para obtener la certificacion del Proyecto Lead the Way
(PLTW).

¢ Melanie Willis fue nombrada Maestra del Afo para 2024-25,
y Amanda Cuata-Hernandez fue nombrada Personal de
Apoyo del Afo.

e HHIESCA fue otorgado $12,500.00 de subvencion para el
ano 2024-25 en el otoAo de 2024.

e Todos los maestros de HHIESCA participaron en el
desarrollo profesional integrado en las artes a través de Arts
Now en marzo de 2025 con la Dra. Rue Lee Holmes.

e Los maestros de HHIESCA asistieron a la Conferencia
Palmetto State Arts in Education (PSAE) Insight en octubre
de 2024.

e La Sra.Brayy la Sra. Flores asistieron a la reunion de

primavera de Artes en el Curriculo Basico en Ashley River
Creative Arts en Charleston, SC en marzo de 2025.

e Estudiantes de HHIESCA y personal participaron en las
Olimpiadas Especiales de BCSD en May River High School
en Marzo 2025..

e Todos los alumnos de 2° grado de HHIESCA y Daufuskie
participaron en clases de natacion en asociacion con el
Hilton Head Island Recreation Center en otofo de 2024.

e Los voluntarios de United Way of the Lowcountry se
asociaron con la escuela para ofrecer sesiones de tutoriay
lectura con estudiantes de 1° a 5° grado.

e La Sociedad Nacional de Honor de HHIHS se asocid con
HHIESCA para proporcionar oportunidades de tutoria y
mentoria con estudiantes en otono de 2024 y primavera de
2025.

e HHIESCA se asocid con Hilton Head Island Fire and Rescue
para facilitar el programa de tutoria Red-Hot Readers con
los estudiantes.

e Laescuela organizé un desayuno de agradecimiento a los

voluntarios para padres y voluntarios de la comunidad en

abril de 2025. INFORME HHIESCA SIC PRIMAVERA 2025



Arts and Academics

e All grade levels 1-5 experienced two field trips.

e The HHIESCA Singers group performed at the Hilton Head
Island Christmas Tree Lighting in November 2024 and
Hilton Head Island Early Childhood Center Holiday Program
in December 2024.

e A select group of students from HHIESCA attended the
District Honor Choir performance in March 2025.

e The SCA Dance! Club was formed and performed at
multiple school and community venues during the year.

e The HHIESCA Theatre Club presented the play, Junie B.
Jones, in May of 2025 to the school community.

e Students and staff participated in Red Ribbon Spirit Week
in October, Unity Day in October, Read Across America
Week in March, and Military Family Appreciation Week in
April.

e The school hosted the first ever Vocabulary Dress-Up Day
on October 31%, as an Arts-integrated way of promoting an
increase in student academic performance in vocabulary
acquisition skills.

e All students participated in the Hour of Code event in
December of 2024, and the Robotics Club attended district
Vex Robotics competitions with Mrs. Kerr.

o All grade levels enjoyed Artist in Residence visits
throughout the year, focusing on arts-integrated lessons
that are tied to academic standards.

e Students and staff celebrated Heritage events for Hispanic
Heritage Month and Black History Month.

e 1%, 3 and 5™ grade students participated in grade level
musical programs, and 2™ & 4" grade students enjoyed
Family Art Night in January 2025.

e The school held a Yearbook Cover Contest. 5" grade
students Abigail Zaliauskus and Prynnley Powers were
named as the winners for the front and back cover.

e A mural was created in the back hallway of the school as an
Artist-in-Residence project involving all 5*" grade students
under the direction of Artist Adam Schrimmer of Blank
Canvas Mural Company in March of 2025.
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Arte y Academia

e Todos los niveles de grado 1-5 experimentaron dos excursiones.

e Elgrupo HHIESCA Singers actué en el Hilton Head Island
Christmas Tree Lighting en noviembre de 2024 y en el Hilton
Head Island Early Childhood Center Holiday Program en
diciembre de 2024.

» Un selecto grupo de estudiantes de HHIESCA asistid a la
actuacion del Coro de Honor del Distrito en marzo de 2025.

e iEI SCA Dance! Club se formd y actud en varios lugares de la
escuelay la comunidad durante el afio.

e ElClub de Teatro HHIESCA present6 la obra, Junie B. Jones, en
mayo de 2025 a la comunidad escolar.

e Los estudiantesy el personal participaron en la Semana del
Espiritu del Lazo Rojo en octubre, el Dia de la Unidad en octubre,
la Semana de la Lectura en América en marzo y la Semana de
Apreciacion de la Familia Militar en abril.

o El 31 de octubre, la escuela organizé por primera vez el Dia del
Vocabulario, una forma de promover el aumento del
rendimiento académico de los alumnos en la adquisicion de
vocabulario.

e Todos los estudiantes participaron en el evento Hour of Code en
diciembre de 2024, y el Club de Robdtica asistio a las
competiciones del distrito Vex Robotics con la Sra. Kerr.

e Todos los niveles de grado disfrutaron de visitas de artistas en
residencia durante todo el afio, centrandose en lecciones
integradas en las artes que estan vinculadas a los estandares

académicos.

e Los estudiantesy el personal celebraron eventos de Herencia
para el Mes de |la Herencia Hispana y el Mes de la Historia Negra.

e Los estudiantes de 1°,3° y 5° grado participaron en programas
musicales de nivel de grado, y los estudiantes de 2°y 4° grado
disfrutaron de la Noche de Arte Familiar en enero de 2025.

» La escuela celebré un concurso de portadas del anuario. Los
estudiantes de 5° grado Abigail Zaliauskus y Prynnley Powers
fueron nombrados ganadores de la portada y contraportada.

e Un mural fue creado en el pasillo trasero de la escuela como un
proyecto de Artista-en-Residencia con la participacién de todos
los estudiantes de 5 ° grado bajo la direccion del artista Adam
Schrimmer de Blank Canvas Mural Company en marzo de 2025.
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student Recognition

The following students were Students Juliette Reilley and Julia
recognized as the student of the Hart were recognized in October
month for Southern Beaufort 2024 for receiving Perfect Scores on
County: the SC READY Mathematics
¢ Camilla Cerda Cardenas assessment in Spring of 2024, while
e Liah Sada Ortiz in 3 grade.
e Riley Quinn
Book Challenge River of Words
5% grade students Simon Van The following students had poetry
Tonder, Jolie Hutchinson, and or artwork published in the BCSD
Prynnley Powers were named local River of Words book in Spring 2025:
winners of the EnLIGHTenSC Book e 5th Grade: Loucie Dzendzel,
Challenge on behalf of Palmetto Jolie Hutchinson, Kimberly
Electric Cooperative for their book Sanchez Hernandez, Major
titled, “Not My Day.” Whisenhunt, Abigail Dias
Arellano, Joshua Francisco De La
Cruz
¢ 4th Grade: Dylan Cline, Adair
Moore

e 3" Grade: Justice Graham,
La'Trevia Washington

e 2" Grade: Maria Jose “Majo”
Catalan Arcos, Alex Garcia Polita,
Ruth Garcia Rosales, King

Thank you to our Gﬂmmuniw Partners: McCreary

The Arts Center of Coastal Carolina, Hilton Head Orchestra, Hilton Head Public Library, Coastal
Discovery Museum-Honey Horn Plantation, Port Royal Sound Foundation-Maritime Center, Hilton
Head Island Recreation Center, Boys and Girls Club of the Lowcountry, Neighborhood Outreach
Connection, Island School Council for the Arts, Rotary Club of Hilton Head-VanLandingham, Hilton
Head Rotary Club, Gullah Tours, United Way of the Lowcountry, Arts Now, Hilton Head Island
Historical Society, Heritage Library Foundation, Daufuskie Island Fire District, Daufuskie

Community Farm, Daufuskie Island Community, Avid Gardeners Club of Hilton Head, Cornerstone
Church, First Tee of the Lowcountry, Hilton Head Island Fire and Rescue, Beaufort County Sherriff's
Office, Starbucks of Sea Turtle Plaza, Uniform Work and Sport, Island Fudge Company, Tidal Wave
Auto Spa, Crumbl Cookie, Coastal Provisions Company, Palmetto Electric Cooperative, Mitchellville
Freedom Park, Java Burrito, Dough Boys, Fiesta Fresh, Poseidon Restaurant, Sea Turtle Patrol,
The Greenery, Sweet Al’s, Cactus Street Cantina, Local Pie, Street Meet, Celeste Coastal Cuisine
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Reconocimiento a los estudiantes

Estudiantes del mes

Los siguientes estudiantes fueron
reconocidos como el estudiante del
mes para el sur del condado de
Beaufort:

e Camilla Cerda Cardenas

e Liah Sada Ortiz

e Riley Quinn

Desafio de libros

Los alumnos de 5° grado Simon Van
Tonder, Jolie Hutchinson y Prynnley
Powers fueron nombrados
ganadores locales del EnLIGHTenSC
Book Challenge en nombre de
Palmetto Electric Cooperative por
su libro titulado “Not My Day".

Gracias a nuestros socios comunitarios:

Puntuaciones perfectas

Las estudiantes Juliette Reilley y
Julia Hart fueron reconocidas en
octubre de 2024 por recibir
puntajes perfectos en la evaluaciéon
de matematicas SC READY en la
primavera de 2024, mientras
cursaban 3er grado.

Rio de palabras

En la primavera de 2025 se
publicaron poemas o ilustraciones
de los siguientes alumnos en el libro
“River of Words" del BCSD:

e 5°grado: Loucie Dzendzel, Jolie
Hutchinson, Kimberly Sanchez
Hernandez, Major Whisenhunt,
Abigail Dias Arellano, Joshua
Francisco De La Cruz

e 4° grado: Dylan Cline, Adair
Moore

e 3°grado: Justice Graham,
La'Trevia Washington

e 2° grado: Maria Jose “Majo”
Catalan Arcos, Alex Garcia Polita,
Ruth Garcia Rosales, King
McCreary

The Arts Center of Coastal Carolina, Hilton Head Orchestra, Hilton Head Public Library, Coastal
Discovery Museum-Honey Horn Plantation, Port Royal Sound Foundation-Maritime Center, Hilton
Head Island Recreation Center, Boys and Girls Club of the Lowcountry, Neighborhood Outreach
Connection, Island School Council for the Arts, Rotary Club of Hilton Head-VanLandingham, Hilton
Head Rotary Club, Gullah Tours, United Way of the Lowcountry, Arts Now, Hilton Head Island
Historical Society, Heritage Library Foundation, Daufuskie Island Fire District, Daufuskie

Community Farm, Daufuskie Island Community, Avid Gardeners Club of Hilton Head, Cornerstone
Church, First Tee of the Lowcountry, Hilton Head Island Fire and Rescue, Beaufort County Sherriff's
Office, Starbucks of Sea Turtle Plaza, Uniform Work and Sport, Island Fudge Company, Tidal Wave
Auto Spa, Crumbl Cookie, Coastal Provisions Company, Palmetto Electric Cooperative, Mitchellville
Freedom Park, Java Burrito, Dough Boys, Fiesta Fresh, Poseidon Restaurant, Sea Turtle Patrol,
The Greenery, Sweet Al’s, Cactus Street Cantina, Local Pie, Street Meet, Celeste Coastal Cuisine
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