FiFTH GRADE SVMMER READING
CHOICES

This summer, you are required to read two books for
summer reading. One book is titled Fish in a Tree. You
will complete an assignment on this novel and we will

also have an in-class assignment the first two weeks of
school.

For your next novel, you have the option to choose one
of the following novels. You will take an AR test on the
novel of your choice the first week of school. You will also
choose a project from the choice board to complete.
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*Disclaimer to parents: | have not personally read all of the above novels, but | have thoroughly researched content
and theme of each. | encourage you to research each novel and help your children decide based on interest level.
Commonsensemedia.org is a great resource for reviews and content!
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Create a playlist of at least 10 songs.
Your songs should represent your
characters, the novel's theme, the

setting, or the events that occur
throughout the novel. List each song
and artist, then write 3-5 sentences
that explain 1) which part of the novel
the song represents (Chorclcter,
theme, etc) 2) how the song
represents that part of the novel.

[“=/{LLVSTRATED SCENE

IIIustrate an important scene from
the story. Write a one-paragraph (at
least five sentences) explanation of
your illustration that includes the
scene’s importance in the overalll
story.

mﬂlARAC'I'ER PROFILE

Create a one-page profile all about
a main character from your novel.
Include five character traits, three
facts about the character, two
quotes, and one way the character
changed throughout the story. Also
include a visual representation of
the character. You may arrange
your profile however you want.

THEME POSTER

Create an inspirational theme poster
for the book. Include a theme
statement, a visual representation,
and a quote from the book that
supports your theme. Write one
paragraph (at least five sentences)
that explains how your poster
represents your novel.

END OF NOVEL
CHOICE
ROARD

Choose one of the choices to
demonstrate your understanding
of your individual novel. Choose a

topic that will pair well with your
novel. Be sure to include all of the
requirements!

90 MAP

Create a map that shows where at
least five significant plot events took
place. Include illustrations or
symbols for each map location.
Write a one-paragraph (at least five
sentences) explanation of your
map, including the significance of

each depicted plot event.

.- ROOK COVER

Redesign the book cover to reflect
the book. Your cover should include
illustrations, an enticing synopsis,
author biography and your
opinion/ review of the book. This
should include at least five
sentences total. This should be a
redesign, notareplica.

LSTHE END...

Write and illustrate a new ending for
your novel. You should include an (at
least) five-sentence paragraph that
fells your new ending. Your paragraph
should be attached to anillustration
of your new ending. The illustration

should make clear what is happening
in the story’s new ending.

5 INTERVIEA

Write ten interview questions for
your favorite character in your
novel. Then, answer each of the
interview questions from your
character’s perspective. If you
would like, you may also illustrate a
picture to go with this.
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FIFTH 8raDe SUMMET reabing 2025-2026

FISH I @ Tréee
IN FOUrTH 8raD€, You Learned aBOUT THE HAMBUr&Er WriTING METHOD. THIS Y€ar, IN FIFTH 6rane, :
W€ WILL €XPanD On THE HaMBUr&eer METHOD and TransITion TOWarD THE Jane SCHAFFEr METHOD, i
T0 8ET r€aDy FOr MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL WrITINg! WE WILL LEarn NEW TErMINOLO8Y FOr THE PArTsS
OF THE "HAMBUrEr” FOI THIS aSSIBNMENT, YOU WILL anaLyze a QuoTe FroM THE BOOK. Your :
dnaLysIS WILL B€ Your CHance T0 TELL ME WHAT THE QUOTE MEanS TO YOU.

THE FOLLOWING IS THE QUOTE YOU WILL anaLyze:

"EVEryBODY IS SMArT IN DIFFErENT Ways. BUT IF YOU JUDEE @ FISH BY ITS aBILITY T0
CLIMB @ Tree, IT WILL LIVE ITS LIFE BELIEVING IT IS STUPID."

10 anaLyze, We THINK aBOUT parts OF THE NOVEL and HOW [T Can aPPLy TO QU LIVES OF TO THE TtdL
WOrLD (THE WOrLD WE LIVE In, NOT THE WOTLD INSIDE OF THE NOVEL). THINK aBOUT WHAT THIS QUOTE
MEANS T0 YOU, NOT JUST THE CHaAracCTers 1N THE BOOK.

YOUr anaLysIS SHOULD Have THE FOLLOWINS:

TOPIC SENTENCE (BUN): INTrODUCE YOUr TOPIC In ONE SENTENCE. DONT USE PErSONAL Pronouns LIKE I
Me. MY TWIS Paragrapi IS NOT aBOUT YOU-IT IS aBOUT THE QUOTE anb WHaT IT MEans. A TOPIC SENTENCE
IS SOMETHING YOU MUST Prove. TWIS MEANS IT 1S YOUr OPINION, and THE rEMaining SENTENCES WILL HELP
4you Prove THIS POINT. :
AN €XaMPLE OF @ 800D TOPIC SENTENCE WOULD BE:
EVeryone Is Special 1n THeir own way
(N0, YOU CannoT USE THIS @S Your TOPIC SEnTENCE)

TEXTUAL €VIDENCE (MEAT): TEXTUAL EVIDENCE IS INFOrMATION DIFECTLY FrOM THE NOVEL. THIS IS THE
‘QUOTE" Or EVIDENCE FrOM THE BOOK THAT WILL HELP YOU Prove Your POINT. IN THIS Parasrapy, You are
USING THE FOLLOWING QUOTE:
CVEryBoDyY IS SMArt N DIFFEFENT Ways. BUT IF Y0U JUDSE a FISH BY ITS GBILITY TO CLIMB @ Tree. IT
WILL LIVE ITS LIFE BELIEVINS IT IS STUPID
(YES, YOU My USE THIS QUOTE. ACTUGLLY, YOU MUST).
10 USE @ QUOTE 1N Your WIITINg, YOU MUST FIFST INTFODUCE IT-THIS MEANS USE WOrDS OF Your own.
DONT JUST STICK THE QUOTE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ParaerabH. HETE IS an €XaMPpLE:
EVEryone IS SPECIAL IN THEIr OWN Wal FOr €XaMPpLE, IN THE NOVEL IT STares ‘everyone Is SMart
IN DIFFErENT Ways. BUT IF Y0U JUDEE @ FISH BY ITS @BILITY TO CLIMB @ Trée. IT WILL LIVE ITS
LIF€ BELIEVING IT IS STUPID.”
NOTICE HErE THAT THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE IS SUrTOUNDED BY "QUOTATION Marks™ DONT FOrEET THESE IN
Your parasraPH! THIS SHOWS ME WHICH INFOrMarion COMES DIFECTLY FroM THE NOVEL.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................



COMMENTArY (THE €XTras-TOMAToES, LETTUCE, CHEESE, €TC): THE COMMENTArY SENTENCES abd THE

DELICIOUS DETAILS and Make IT JUST THE way You LIKE IT. THIS MEANS You are s0ing 10 €xpLaIN HOW

Your TEXTuaL EVIDENCE WELPS Prove Your TOPIC SENTENCE. IN THIS ParasraPbH, YOU WILL USE TWO

coMmENTary SENTENCES. A 00D Way T0 STrt THESE SENTENCES IS TO SaY, THIS SHOWS THAT anD, THIS

aLso SHOWS THar YOU DO NOT Have TO BEeIN Your COMMENTAry THIS Way, BUT IT IS an €asy way 10

FEMEMBEr WHAT YOU are DOINE. HETE IS an €XaMPLE:

EVEryone IS SPECIAL IN THEIr OWN way For exampLe, I THE NOVEL IT STaTeS Cveryone IS SMart in

DIFFEreNT ways. BUT IF 40U JUDSE a FISH BY ITS @BILITY TO CLIMB @ Tree. IT WILL LIVE 11§ LIFE

BELIEVING IT IS STUPID” TS SHOWS THAT €VErYone IS SMArT In DIFFErENT areas OF LIFE. TWIS aLs0
SHOWS THAT WE SHOULD LOOK FOr THE 800D IN OTHErS and NOT FOCUS ON THEIT MISTAKES. :

CONCLUDING SENTENCE (BOTTOM BUN): THE CONCLUDING SENTENCE Wraps UP THE Paragrapi. Ir resrares
THE TOPIC SENTENCE anD/0r THE areuMenT You are Trying 10 Prove. HETE IS an €XaMPpLE: :
EVEryone IS SPECIAL IN THEIr OWN way For exampLe, I THE NOVEL IT STaTeS Cvergone IS SMart in
DIFFEreNT ways. BUT IF 40U JUDSE a FISH BY ITS @BILITY TO CLIMB @ Tree. IT WILL LIVE 11§ LIFE
BELIEVING T IS STUPID” THIS SHOWS THAT €VErYone IS SMarT IN DIFFEFENT areas OF LIFE. THIS aLS0
SHOWS THAT WE SHOULD LOOK FOr THE 800D IN OTHErS and nOT FOCUS ON THEIM MISTAKES. Everyone
Has THEIr OWN STrengTHs anb Weaknesses.

[ Have Provined a FULL ParagrapH FOr Y0u. PLEASE DO YOUT BEST TO WIITE YOur Own Originat
paragrapH anb USE MY €XampLe as a BUIDE. BIING YOur parasrap 10 SCHOOL ON THE aTTaCHED Pase
ON THE HFST WEEK OF SCHOOL. IF YOU NEED HELP, YOU Or Your parents May emalL Me ar:
CSHOQLMIr€@SMC.SCHOOL.

HappPy WrITING!

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................
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FISH I @ Tree ANALYSIS
DIPECTIONS-WIITE YOUr parasrapH In THE SPAct BELOW. USE THE PrEWrITING aSSIBNMENT TO HELP YOU.

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................



FIFTH 8raDe SUMMEr reaning 2025-2026
FISH In a Tree

BrainsTorMing: Ut THE FOLLOWING TEMPLATE TO WIITE YOUT FOUBH DrarT OF YOur paragrapH. THIS WILL HELP YOU
Bréak DOwn THE paraerapH anb FOCUS On €acH INDIVIDUAL SENTENCE.

TOPIC SenTENCE (REMEMBET, THIS IS SOMETHING YOU MUST Prove):

TEXTUAL €VIDENCE (REMEMBET, INTFODUCE THE TEXTUAL €VIDENCE WITH Your Own WOrDS; I Have ProviDED THE
QUOTE FOr YOu):

EVEryBoDY IS SMArT IN DIFFErENT Ways. BUT IF YOU JUDEE @ FISH BY ITS @BILITY TO CLIMB @ Tree, IT WILL LIVE

ITS LIFE BELIEVING IT IS STUPID." () PUT THE Paget NUMBET OF THE QUOT HErE IN THE PArenTHESIS.

COMMENTAryY (THIS SENTENCE SHOWS HOW YOur QUOTE SUPPOrTS YoUr TEXTUAL €VIDENCE; YOU Can BEsin WITH
THIS SHOWS THan):

COMMENTAryY (THIS SENTENCE SHOWS HOW YOur QUOTE SUPPOITS YoUr TEXTUAL €VIDENCE; YOU Ccan BEsin WITH
THIS aLSO SHOWS THaT):

CONCLUSION (RESTATE TUE OPINION YOU WANT TO ProVE FroM YOUT TOPIC SENTENCE):




