
Dual Credit Government and Politics: Summer Assignment 
 
Answer Part I and Part II on a separate Google Doc and be prepared to discuss your answers on the first day of class.  
 
 
PART I: Ch.1 Reading Analysis.   
Read through Ch.1 of our textbook and complete the following questions.  Use the rubric for a guide: 
https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-3e?Book%20details 
 

1.​ Is citizen engagement necessary for a democracy to function? Explain. 
2.​ Which is the more important reason for being engaged: to gain power or improve the quality of life? Why? 
3.​ Are all Americans equally able to become engaged in government? What factors make it more possible for some 

people to become engaged than others? What could be done to change this? 
4.​ Which pathways of engagement in the U.S. government do you plan to follow? Why do you prefer these 

approaches? 
5.​ Are there any redeeming qualities to elitism and any downsides to pluralism? Are there benefits to having elites 

rule? Are there problems with allowing interest groups to exercise influence over government? Explain. 
 
Grading Rubric: (10 points each question) 

- Comprehension of text with appropriate answer (5 points) 
- Use of textual evidence (5 points) 

 
 

PART II: Declaration of Independence Analysis 
Read each section of the Declaration and answer the questions that follow each section.  Be sure to answer the final 
analysis question as well.   
 
 

 
1. What is Jefferson’s purpose in using the language “...which the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God entitle them?” 
 
2. Based on this introduction, why is Jefferson writing this document? 
 
 
 

https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-3e?Book%20details


 
 

3. Describe one way in which Jefferson’s description of rights relates to your understanding of the American 
governmental system. 
 

 
 

4. Identify and explain one claim Jefferson makes here regarding the purpose of government.  
 

 
 

5. Identify and explain a portion of this excerpt that captures Jefferson’s perspective on government. 
 
 



 
 
6. Here, Jefferson names a series of grievances or complaints against the King. How does this list relate to Jefferson’s 
earlier assertions about the nature and purpose of government?  
 
7. How does Jefferson use these grievances as evidence to support his claim? 
 
FINAL RESPONSE: Read through the ‘Bill of Rights’ (U.S. Constitutional Amendments 1 - 10) and decide how 
FOUR different Amendments are within the same spirit as the Declaration of Independence.  Cite specific evidence 
in the amendment for your assessment.  
 


