Hello Incoming Third Graders,

| am looking forward to you being in my third grade class next year. Third
grade is an exciting year, because you are entering upper elementary
school. In third grade you are no longer learning to read but are reading to
learn! You will play a bigger role in your own learning, and will learn how to
take notes and ask questions about all that we learn. In third grade you will
be learning many new and exciting math skills such as multiplication and
division, fractions, elapsed time and multistep word problems. This school
year you will become mathematicians, authors, readers, scientists, and

social scientists.

| want you all to have an enjoyable and safe summer vacation, but | also
want you to keep your brain charged up and continuously learning! | have
two main learning goals for you this summer. The first is knowing your
addition and subtraction facts through 20 fluently. | do not expect you to
enter third grade using your fingers to add and subtract numbers. You
should be able to tell me quickly and easily that 8 + 7 = 15, or that 13-6 = 7.
You will need to practice your addition and subtraction facts throughout the
summer. There are many ways you can achieve addition and subtraction

fluency:

a. Use flash cards

b. Log onto to Websites such as Arcademics.com,
MathPlayground.com, or Xtramath.com

c. Complete timed math drills on a regular basis.



| have enclosed addition and subtraction math drills for you to practice with
on a regular basis. Additional addition and subtraction math drills can be
found at math-aids.com. My expectation is that you will be able to
successfully solve 30 equations within one minute when you return to

school.

The second area of focus for you to work on over the summer is reading. |
would like you to be reading each and every day. The more books you
read, the stronger reader you will become. | have attached a reading log
for you to complete after each reading session. This will be good practice
for you because in third grade we keep track of our reading by filling out a
daily reading log. Next year your nightly reading homework will be to read
for at least 20 minutes, so why not try and reach that goal this summer!
Also in third grade we keep track of every book that we finish reading by
filling out a strip of paper and adding it to our classroom chain. The goal is
to have the chain circle our classroom by the end of the school year! You
will be able to complete a slip and add it to our chain for every book that

you read this summer.

Have a wonderful summer. | can not wait to see you all at the end of
August.

Mrs. Mafale
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