Quarry Lane School Summer Writing Recommendation
Grades 6-8 | Middle School English Department

At Quarry Lane, we believe that writing is not only a key academic skill but also a
powerful tool for expression, reflection, and discovery. As part of our commitment to
academic excellence and growth, we strongly encourage all rising middle school
students to maintain a regular writing practice over the summer. Writing consistently
helps students sharpen their thinking, refine their voice, and return to the school year
with strengthened skills and greater confidence.

We understand that summer is a time for rest, exploration, and personal growth. This
writing recommendation is designed to complement those experiences—not as an
assignment, but as an invitation to develop habits of observation, creativity, and
analysis that will serve students both in and out of the classroom.

Goals of the Summer Writing Practice

e Strengthen fluency and confidence in written expression

e Practice reflection, creativity, and analytical thinking

e Develop voice, structure, and clarity across genres

e Make meaningful connections between reading and writing

e Return to school with momentum and a sense of authorship

Recommended Writing Schedule

e Frequency: 3-5 entries per week
e Duration: 10—-20 minutes per session
e Format: Typed or handwritten in a dedicated composition journal

e Length Target: 1 full paragraph minimum per entry (can grow organically)



Think of writing as exercise: the more consistently we train, the stronger and more agile
our skills become.

Writing Menu: Choose Your Path Each Week

To foster choice and ownership, we encourage students to choose one item from
each category per week. This allows them to develop a range of skills over time—
creative, reflective, and analytical.

1. Creative & Reflective Writing Prompts

These prompts invite students to use imagination, memory, and sensory detail.
(Choose 1-2 per week)

e Describe your ideal summer day in vivid detail, using all five senses.
e If summer were a character in a novel, what would they be like?

e Write a fictional story in which a group of kids finds something magical while on
vacation.

e \What is one goal you have this summer to grow as a person? Reflect on your
progress each week.

e Write a letter to your future self at the end of summer. What do you hope to have
experienced or learned?

e Describe a moment of joy, peace, or surprise you’ve had this summer. What
made it memorable?

2. Writing in Response to Reading

Students are encouraged to read 1-2 novels over the summer and write in response to
their reading. This practice helps build critical thinking and literary analysis skills.
(Choose 1-2 per week)

Literary Response Options:

e Choose a passage that stood out to you. Copy it down and explain why it was
powerful or important.



How does the main character change from the beginning to the end of the book?
Write a journal entry from the perspective of a character in the book.

Compare the setting of the novel to your own environment. How would the story
change if it were set where you live?

Identify a key conflict in the story. How does the character deal with it, and what
might you have done differently?

What universal theme or life lesson is explored in the book? How does it connect
to your own life?

Challenge Extension:

Track how the author uses figurative language (simile, metaphor,
personification). How does it enhance the writing?

Analyze a symbol or motif in the novel. What does it represent?

Write a brief literary review of the book. Would you recommend it to a peer? Why
or why not?

Optional Enrichment: Writing Craft Exercises

For students who want an additional challenge, we offer these short craft-based
exercises to strengthen writing technique. (7 per week, optional)

Write the same scene in two different tones (humorous vs. serious).

Practice dialogue: write a one-page conversation between two characters. Focus
on voice and subtext.

Rewrite a short paragraph using more vivid verbs and precise nouns.
Revise a past entry for clarity and variety in sentence structure.

Write a paragraph without using the verb “to be” (am, is, are, was, were).



Final Suggestion: Portfolio & Sharing

At the end of the summer, students may bring in 1-3 favorite journal entries or pieces of
writing to share with their English teacher. These pieces will not be graded but may
serve as a springboard for early-year conversations, writing assignments, or self-
assessment.

A Note to Families

Thank you for supporting your child’s growth as a writer. Journaling, story-writing, and
reading response are not simply academic exercises—they are ways for students to
better understand themselves and the world around them. The habits formed over the
summer can lay the foundation for success in the school year ahead.

Happy writing and enjoy your summer!

—The Quarry Lane Middle School English Department
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