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Lenape Tribe Visits Paterson Public Schools To Teach Students About The Region’s First People 

 
*Captions to photos are below* 

 
A delegation from the Delaware Tribe of Indians visited students at three schools this week to teach 4th grade 
students about Lenape history, heritage, and culture. The Delaware Tribe of Indians are the modern-day 
descendants of the Lenape, the original Indigenous people of the Passaic River Valley and one of three federally 
recognized Lenape Tribes. The delegation, accompanied by members of the National Park Service, first visited 
School No. 1 on Tuesday, November 14, 2023, then visited School No. 2 and 28 on Wednesday, November 15, 
2023.  
 
The delegation was led by Jeremy Johnson, Cultural Education Director for the Delaware Tribe of Indians 
comes from Oklahoma. He was accompanied by four other members of his tribe. At each school he presented 
the students with a slide show detailing the cultural symbols and history of the Lenape. Other members of the 
delegation wore ceremonial and traditional dress specific to the Lenape. He also demonstrated the oral tradition 
of storytelling by recounting a folktale that predates European colonization. Other presentations included the 
participation of students and adults in a traditional dance and creating crafts. 
 
“The students, staff, and I are sincerely thankful for the wonderful presentation of the Lenape’s amazing culture 
and traditions,” said Principal JoAnn Barca of School No. 1. “We wish we could have had more time with Mr. 
Johnson and the rest of our guests.” 
 
School 28 Principal Nancy Castro said of the visit, “We were honored to have a delegation from the Delaware 
Tribe of Indians visit our students to teach them about the Lenape history, heritage and culture. Our students 
and staff received invaluable information that they will be able to carry with them as they continue to learn 
about the modern-day descendants of the Lenape.”    
 
School No. 2 Principal Vanessa Serrano said, “The staff and students really enjoyed the presentation. Our 
students are so fortunate to have been able to be exposed to history up close.” 
 
Mr. Johnson became the head of the outreach program a year and half ago and in that time has ramped up the 
efforts to teach his people’s heritage. “It's important to share this so that we are remembered in our homelands 
and it’s also a way to get our community members out to share what they know about our people,” said Mr. 
Johnson. “It’s something that needs to be carried on because we have been largely forgotten in our homelands. 
This program is a means for our people to remain attached to our homelands so that we still have a place here to 
come back to.” 
 
One of the members of the delegation was Laura Maynor, who is the mother of Mr. Johnson. Of the outreach 
program and her son’s efforts, Ms. Maynor said, “It’s very important to us to share what was done in the past 



 
 
 
and for people to know that the Lenape are still here; we are around. I love that my son has a passion for this. 
He knows a lot, which was learned from his great-grandmother, grandmother, and then me. I’m very proud of 
him.” 
 
The National Parks Service has partnered with The Delaware Tribe of Indians to facilitate the effort. They 
reached out to the District offering the program, which was then extended to Paterson schools. Park Ranger 
Ilsye Goldman of the National Parks Service who was the visit to School No. 28 said, “The National Parks 
Service is constantly improving the ways we tell the stories of this country. The indigenous people of this land 
have not played as prominent a role, but we’re trying to correct that wrong now as an agency. Having a 
relationship with all of the federally recognized tribes of the Lenape is correcting the myths; it’s remembering 
that native people were and are here.” 
 
Superintendent Laurie W. Newell was able to attend the visit at School No. 28. After the presentation she was 
able to ask Mr. Johnson some questions of her own. “This was greatly important for our young students to be a 
part of,” she said. “There are parts of American history that our children must become more familiar with in 
order to fully appreciate the rich traditions to be found here. The Lenape people’s words are all over New Jersey 
as names of towns, cities, and streets whose origin have been lost to the general public and this outreach is a 
great step in redressing that. I am grateful to the Delaware Tribe of Indians and the National Parks Service for 
reaching out to us with this program. These students were very engaged and learned a great deal.” 
 
Photo 1: Jeremy Johnson beats a drum while singing a traditional song during the visitation to School No. 1 
 
Photo 2: Members of the Delaware Tribe of Indian delegation and a National Parks Service ranger sit as they a 
presentation to student sat School No. 1. The delegation members are (L-R) Laura Maynor, Daniel Madden, 
Hope Hosey, and Shaunda Brooks 
 
Photo 3: Students and adults take part in a traditional dance called a “Bean Dance” at School No. 1. 
 
Photo 4: Hope Hosey of the Delaware Tribe of Indian delegation visiting School No. 28 fixes the traditional 
head dress of Laura Maynor. 
 
Photo 5: Jeremy Johnson speaks to students at School No. 28.  
 
  



 
 
 
Note: 
On November 14 and November 15, a delegation from the Delaware Tribe of Indians will teach students 
about Lenape history, heritage, and culture.  The Delaware Tribe of Indians are the modern-day 
descendants of the Lenape, the original Indigenous people of the Passaic River Valley and one of three 
federally recognized Lenape Tribes.  The delegation is led by Mr. Jeremy Johnson, Cultural Education 
Director for the Delaware Tribe of Indians.   
 
Director Johnson's contact information: 
jeremyjohnson@delawaretribe.org 
C:  405-250-1684 
 
Pease reach out to the school points of contact (below) for permission to enter the school. 
 
 
Quotes: 
School 28 Principal Nancy Castro said of the visit, “We were honored to have a delegation from the Delaware 
Tribe of Indians visit our Grade 4 students to teach them about the Lenape history, heritage and culture.  Our 
students and staff received invaluable information that they will be able to carry with them as they continue to 
learn about the modern-day descendants of the Lenape.”    
 
School No. 2 Principal Vanessa Serrano said, “The staff and students really enjoyed the presentation. Our 
students are so fortunate to have been able to be exposed to history up close.” 
 
“The students, staff, and I are sincerely thankful for the wonderful presentation of the Lenape’s amazing culture 
and traditions,” said Principal JoAnn Barca of School No. 1. “We wish we could have had more time with Mr. 
Johnson and the rest of our guests.” 
 
“This was greatly important for our young students to be a part of,” said Superintendent Laurie W. Newell. 
“There are parts of American history that our children must become more familiar with in order to fully 
appreciate the rich traditions to be found here. The Lenape’s words are all over New Jersey as names of towns, 
cities, and streets whose origin have been lost to the general public and this outreach is a great step in redressing 
that. I am grateful to the Delaware Tribe of Indians and the National Parks Service for reaching out to us with 
this program.” 
 
“It's important to share this so that we are remembered in our homelands and it’s also a way to get our 
community members out to share what they know about our people,” said Mr. Johnson. “It’s something that 
needs to be carried on because we have been largely forgotten in our homelands. This program is a means for 
our people to remain attached to our homelands so that we still have a place here to come back to.” 
 
Park Ranger Ilsye Goldman of the National Parks Service said, “The National Parks Service is constantly 
improving the ways we tell the stories of this country. The indigenous people of this land have not played as 
prominent a role, but we’re trying to correct that wrong now as an agency. Having a relationship with all of the 
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federally recognized tribes of the Lenape is correcting the myths; it’s remembering that native people were and 
are here.”  
 
Ms. Maynor said of the outreach program and her son’s efforts, “It’s very important to us to share what was 
done in the past and for people to know that the Lenape are still here; we are around. I love that my son has a 
passion for this. He knows a lot that was learned from his great-grandmother, grandmother, and then me. I’m 
very proud of him. 
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